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OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

1. The purpose of the Charity is to advance the Christian faith in the neighbourhood of East
Dulwich and those who associate with it and benefit from its ministry. 

2. In achieving our purpose, we engage in a range of activities, either on our own or with
others, including (but not restricted to):

a. the celebration of public worship 
b. the teaching of the Christian faith 
c. mission and evangelism
d. pastoral work, including visiting the sick and the bereaved
e. the  provision  of  facilities  with  a  Christian  ethos  for  the  local  community,

including (but not restricted to) the elderly, the young and other groups with
special needs 

f. the support of other charities in the UK and overseas

3. Our mission statement is that:

We believe in God, as revealed through his Son, Jesus Christ, the Scriptures and the
work of the Holy Spirit.

We exist to:
 praise and worship God in harmony
 be a place of welcome for any who wish to join us in worship
 offer Christian instruction and nurture to deepen the faith of those seeking to 

know and follow Christ
 offer leadership, support and love to members, friends and their families
 witness to the presence of Christ in the wider community

We are committed to:
 worshipping and working with other churches in Dulwich
 embracing the local community in our church work and social activities, and 

through prayer
 promoting fairness and equality, justice, peace and the integrity of creation, in

our community and where possible in the wider world
 offering help to people in need

4. There were 41 church members at 31 August 2023.



REVIEW OF PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

PUBLIC WORSHIP 

5. Worship services were held every Sunday and on other Christian festivals, usually led
either by an ordained minister or lay preacher. “All  Age Worship” was held once per
month - a more informal service designed for both children and adults. On other Sundays
the children usually took part in their own Junior Church activities for part of the worship
time. Once per quarter, the service was led by the Christ Church “worship group”, made
up of church members.

6. We make our services as accessible as possible.  This includes projecting an outline of
the service and words of hymns on a screen at the front of the church.  The sound
system has an induction loop.  Services vary in style, with both traditional and modern
hymns, and accompaniment either from the organ or a “digital hymnal”, when no organist
is available.

7. Services are advertised on notice boards and signage outside the church, and on the
church website.

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

8. Our Junior Church caters for children aged 5-12. Junior Church takes place on a weekly
basis, apart from All Age Worship Sundays (once a month), when the children stay in
church.  Since the pandemic, Junior Church activities have taken place in the café area
of the church, which adjoins the main worship space.

9. Over 2022-23, the focus of Junior Church activities was on caring for, and protecting
God’s world.

10. Although Christ Church now only has a small number of young people who regularly
attend our church, we continue to hugely value the part they play in our church life and
consider the intergenerational aspect of our community to be special and strong.  

11. Our young people continued to be involved in overall church life by taking an active part
in  weekly  worship,  including  being  part  of  the  bible  reading  rota,  and  sharing  their
activities at church meetings.

12. We no longer run a creche but under 5s are welcome to play in the café area and we
offer baby changing facilities.

BROWNIES

13. We were delighted that the 8th East Dulwich (Christ Church) Brownies began to meet
again from January 2023 onwards.  They had not met at all during the pandemic, initially
due to national restrictions and to difficulty finding a suitable session time around other
space hires.  

14. Starting up again was a challenge as recruitment needed to begin from scratch.  It was a
slow start but there was a small group of 7 girls and new enquiries were coming through.
Sessions too, place on term-time Friday evenings.
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15. The Brown Owl is supported by a rota of parent helpers. This year there were also two
young volunteers who helped out as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award, including
one former Brownie from the pack.

COMMUNITY

Bread of Life Project

16. The Bread of Life project exists to enable Christ Church - with other local churches and
community  groups  -  to  develop  further  the  sense  of  community  in  the  local
neighbourhood and to promote the vision of a fair trading system for the wider world
community, campaign for a healthier local community, explore the possibility of meeting
specific needs among those who are socially excluded and to demonstrate faith in action
through the churches’ day to day practical outreach work.

Bread of Life Café

17. The church’s “Bread of Life” café is open to the public on weekdays, providing a broad
menu of reasonably-priced snacks and meals – including a popular Thursday pensioners
lunch - and a place to meet friends.  The café remains open during school holidays but
with reduced hours.  It also caters for various church events, such as funerals.

18. Café  trade was  up  around  by  around 10% on the  previous  year  but  down by  50%
compared with pre-pandemic footfall.  The cost of living crisis was a key factor, as well
as the ongoing impact of the pandemic.

Fair Trade Centre (FTC)

19. Christ  Church’s Fair Trade Centre (FTC) is the last church-based fair trade centre in
London.  We believe that the FTC provides an important role in raising awareness of fair
trade,  provides  a  service  for  the  local  community,  and  helps  our  global  neighbours
through the sale of fair trade products.

20. The FTC was open five and a half days a week (Monday – Friday, 10am – 2pm, and
Saturdays  10am –  1pm),  run by  a  part-time  manager  and  a  team of  12  committed
volunteers.  The FTC manager worked six paid hours per week and some hours on a
voluntary basis.

21. Following a period of review, the Christ Church Elders confirmed that the church could
not continue to cover the salary of the FTC Manager past January 2024, due to limited
church funds.  Some committed fundraising took place, resulting in a grant of £16,000
over 4 years from the United Reformed Church, and some individual donations (one of
which was a major donation of £5k).

22. The FTC continued to promote fair trade to the church and community through its events
and activities.  In 2022-23, these included:

a. Activities to support Fair Trade Fortnight (FFF), which ran from 27 February –
12 March 2023.  FFF aims to increase awareness of the global mission and
philosophy of fair trade.  The church held a special fair trade church service in
February,  with  input  from  members  of  the  congregation  and  our  Junior
Church,  and  attended  by  our  local  MP.   The  FTC  also  ran  a  fair  trade
breakfast, open to church and community.  The theme in 2023 was focused
on encouraging people to switch to fair trade products, so that farmers and
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workers overseas could “protect the planet and safeguard the future of some
of the UK’s favourite foods” (Fairtrade Foundation).

b. running off-site fair trade stalls and doing fair trade talks at local churches;
running fair trade stalls at other local venues, including Southwark Council
and Carnegie Library  

c. running a monthly stall at Christ Church, following morning worship, once a
month

d. continuing to raise awareness through social  media and by engaging with
local councillors, to encourage them to do more for fair trade

e. supporting fair trade campaigns 

23. The FTC continued to be an active part of key fair trade networks, including BAFTS
(British Association of Fair Trade Shops and Suppliers), London Fair Trade Steering
Group and Transform Trade.

24. The FTC continued to offer a sale or return service to the local community.   Both
Christ  Church and our  sister  church,  Herne  Hill  United  Church,  continued  to  buy
supplies from the centre e.g. toilet rolls and hand sanitiser.

25. Over 2022-23, Traidcraft  went  into administration,  meaning that  the FTC Manager
needed to research new suppliers for food and gifts.  Suma Wholefoods became the
FTC’s main supplier of food products but the Centre also sold products from around
20 different suppliers.  As we struggled to get hold of some previously available fair
trade  products,  we  diversified  our  product  range  to  include  items  supporting
biodiversity, containing recycled materials, and products which were vegan, climate
change-friendly, organic and/or sustainable.

Warm Hub

26. The Christ Church “Warm Hub” initiative was launched in January 2023, providing a
weekly opportunity for members of the local community – especially older people and
those who might  be lonely  or  isolated – to meet for  refreshments,  fellowship  and
mutual support.  The Warm Hub began in response to the cost of living crisis and has
quickly become a popular and successful weekly outreach for the local community.

27. The Warm Hub takes place in the church café on Wednesday mornings, and is now
known as  the “Wednesday  Friendship  Group”.   It  is  run by  a  committed team of
volunteers from both church and community, in partnership with the church cafe.  It
has around 20 members and an average weekly attendance of 14.  The group is open
to all but mostly attracts people who might be considered as being on the margins of
society.  Members are supported by the volunteers but they also support and help
each other.

USE OF BUILDINGS

28. The  church  buildings  continue  to  be  used  by  two  church  congregations  -  Christ
Church and Gateway Ministries - for services, meetings and other activities.  They are
also used by many community  groups and individuals,  hiring rooms for  their  own
events and activities, both during the week and at weekends.

29. 2022-23 lettings included: children’s groups (Heartbeeps, Funky Monkey, Brownies
and a childminders’ group); Opal Flutes (adult music group); Alcoholics Anonymous; a
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craft fair; a local Methodist circuit safeguarding event; various police ward meetings; a
Southwark Council meeting; two children’s birthday parties.

30. The rear hall roof was repaired.
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STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Type of governing 
document

Constitution

How the charity is 
constituted

Unincorporated Association

Trustee selection methods Elected by Church Meeting, some ex-officio, some co-option by
Trustees

Additional governance 
information

Christ Church, East Dulwich is a Local Ecumenical Project 
comprising Emmanuel United Reformed Church and Barry 
Road Methodist Church. The Participating Denominations are 
The United Reformed Church and The Methodist Church.

The Sponsoring Body is Churches Together in South London.

The church is part of the Southwark and Deptford Methodist 
Circuit and the United Reformed Church Southern Synod.

Trustees at 31 August 
2023

Office (if any)
Body entitled to appoint 
trustee

Bendov Ansa-Otu Church Meeting
Lurleen Crichlow Church Meeting
Revd David Markay Minister Ex-officio
Sandra Mills-Lanquaye Church Meeting
Kim McCrossan Church Meeting
Yvonne Sackey Church Meeting
Massah Sawi Church Meeting
Elaine Scott Church Meeting
Colin Watson Church Meeting
Rachael Wilson Minister Ex-officio

FINANCIAL REVIEW

31. The Church's' reserves policy is to maintain general fund reserves at least equal to 6
months’ expenditure, which is approximately £33,000.  The General Fund represents
funds of the Church that are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use and are
available for application to the general purposes of the church. Sources of funds are
weekly offerings, tax recoveries, donations, lettings and grants and the sale of fairly-
traded goods. 

32. Funds include £31,222 Covid impact insurance claims monies received in year. Due
to the Covid insurance claim received, there was sufficient income to cover the day-
to-day running of the church. 

33. The General Fund balance at the end of the year was £7,407.  The Bread of Life Fund
also rose to £3,280, due to an increase in fundraising to support the running costs of
the Fair Trade Centre.  Bequests and in-memoriam closing balances remained intact,
with no further donations in year.  However, the Endowment Fund declined marginally
to £41,476, due to losses on investments. 
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34. At 31 August 2023 there were no funds in deficit. Although the General Fund reserve
falls below the recommended level, there is sufficient within designated funds to call
on should this be necessary.

DECLARATION

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s) 

Position(s) 

Date
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Revd. David Markay Sandra Mills-Lanquaye

Minister Trustee/Treasurer

 24.06.24






























































