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SECTION A
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS

Registered Charit)r Nusnber. 1142805

Charity's Prlstdpal Address: Kingsleigh hiethodist Churdt, King Street, Leigh WN7 4LR

The Trustees who manage the charitF:

htarian Bile
Revd. K. Bland
Dulia Caswell
David CI onh
Janet Crozier

Joyce Daaiels

Alan Eaves
Revd. J.Fisher
Susan Fisher

Nick Fletcher
M aret F~
Keith Garbeu
Irene Goodhew
Joanne Grun
Maureen Hilton

Jaeette Hutchinson

Revd. M. Jones

Jean M an

Kevin hleredith
Susan Maomey

Vera Nelson
L nda Nuttas
David
Yvonne Owens
Anne Pa
lhfiu r iS ?Ower

Minister

World Mission

Local Preachers
Secretary, Synod

escntative.

Circuit Treasurer,
Circuit Steward,
S aud Rs mxc

Circuit Steward,
S nod Re erzzuve

Su amer

Circuit Steward

Asti dt T Ides Church
Ex-OIBcio
Glazeh Church
Hindi St. John's Church
Glaze Church
Ex-OI6cio

Asti dr ideal Church
Ex-Officio
Ex-O(gcio

Kin alai Church
Lane Chumh

Athcrton Central Church
Atberton Central Chmcb
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Ex-Officio
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Hindi St. John's Church
Ex-Offitzo
Ir al r rk kl JOIE VIGIL 4!LULLS!

Bedford Cbumb
Ex~cio
Asti dt T klesl Church

Bedford Church

K~nslei Church

Bedford Church
Atherten Central Church
Culcheth Church
Hindi St.John's Church
Wi Road Chmeh

Leuc Church



Vslnrie Pnwnell

Vic Robinson
Rsvd, W, Robinson

Carol Shstrsd
Dor Simm
E)izeheth Smith
Susan Stewart
Edith Todd
Rcvd. S. Whitehead

Andrew Wilcox
Stan W

Snpsrhttendsnt
Minister

Su mom

Bcdfiwd Chumh

Hind) Green Church

Ex-OIBcio

Cslchcth Church

Wi Road Chtuch
Hindi Greco Church

Wi Road Chinch
Lane Church
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Bsmfutf Church

I MP

SuN Kaurat Bruton Knowlee (Chartered Surveyors), 60 Church Sreet, Birmingham, B32DJ

Sapphim Homes (Fslale Agents), 20 King Street, Leigh. WN74LG

Joanne Russeg at Sintrm Soliatore, Barrack Reed, Newcasfie upon Tyne, NE4 6DB

SECTION B
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Deecriplion of lhe charily's trusts:
The governing document is the Deed of Union (1932)and Methodist Church Act (1976).Act of Parliament,
the Charity Commission, constitutes the charity.
Detaiktd governance anangements ete outlined within the ConsfiMional Practice and Discipf'me of the
Methodist Chumh by ader of the annual conftxence (CPD).
Local churches or dmuit organisations and the existing kustees appoint new hueless. Ministers and circuit
stewards are aulomabcafiy trustees.

induction and Training for Trushtes
A range of guidanCe produced by Methodist Connexion is issued to new hostess including the Ieellet 'The
Role of a Trustee in the Methodist Church' and they are offered the support of the Cincuit Meebng
Secretary, From time to iirne iraining sessions are provided on a range of aspects of the nnle of Trustees.

Btiuclure
The Circus is pert of the Bolton and Rochdale Melhodisl Disbict and appoints representatives to ils
meeting (The District Synod) and is accountable to the Methodist Conference.
A Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) that corn prises of the Ministws end the Circuit Stewards supports the
Meeting of the Trustees (Circufi Meefing). The CLT advises the Cimuit Meeting and ensures that ils
detfsions are enacted.

Rtske: A standing modest risk lo the Cimuil is ihe ability of Churches to pay fhe financiai assessment so
that the Circuit osn meet its costs. Mast Chumhes mly on the letting of their premises and fund raising to
enable Ihem to meet their assessment and running costs. 10 Churches in the Circuit have managed to pay
their assessment for this financial year. Thank you to the treesumrs and those who give so generously of
their time and money week by week.



Surgy at ths February 5053 Circuit Meeting IMgan Road Church sought permission to cease ta warship
snd chare. This was due to smug numbem af attendees st worsh1p and ihe people fssgng overburdened
with osnying out the day to dsy tasks of keeping the church rvnning. The Circuit Msedng agreed and the
Dkrtrict PONcy Comm¹ee wss gran not¹ed, further to Nnsl eppmv4 at Methodist Conference in July. As
the Church ceased to worship at the end af May the Cimuit Assessment received for 2022i2023 wss only

55.500.00, two qvarlera aaaessmenL As from I» September the Cimvit meeting will become the hueless
af Vrigan Road and the CLT will have the lack of ensuring the praperty is kept safe and taking on board the
payment of ugfriy and insurance paymenis.

A possible risk is the overioading af the ministers, partioulsrly the Superintendent due to the exka workload
thie rOle entaile. But at the mOment the 2 ministem and part-time Supernumerary am managing. However
tbng term there is a condnuing risk as ministers leave tho ckcuit over Nme, thai the Methodist Chumh may
nat be able lo repkrce gram, given a national shortage of prssbytsrs.
Ths four Hubs have con5nued to womhip and weak together with veryktg degrees of success. One Hub
shares worship each Sunday alternating between both Churches. Other Hubs share together once a
month. Once a quarter a Circuit Service is hekl centragy and sg Churches am in»had to attend, these have
been quite successful.

Across the Cimuit same Churches are struggling to recruit new agice holders, with earns individuals feeling
unable to mtire despite long servkrs. This poses a risk la good governance and limits the energy available
lo pursue new initiagves snd look ovhvards to serve the cammunilies within which the churches sit. The
Circuh itself has sbuggled to Nnd new Circuit stewards to jab the Leadership team.

The community sees Clrcuk and Church organisarions as safe places and many young chgdran and
vulnerable adugs use them. The risk of insppmpriste behavior is aantrogsd by appgcadon of the statutory
procedures for the Safeguarding cf Children and Vulnerable Aduhs. Addilkmagy, in the year, the Circuit

updated Ns Strisguarding Policy using the model that had been recommended by the Methodist Church.
Churches are asspansibie for ensurin that the acquirements are met in ag their scgMiss. The Cimuil

appoints a Safeguarding Ogicer supported by a Saleguerding Caardinalor and ensums that each Church
appoints ils own Safeguarding Otgcsr. The Cimuit Safeguarding Olgcer supports them and caNs meetings
to chars goad pracgce. Train¹g sessions sre made avrrikrble for ag Ihose in Churches and Circuit

organisations involved in work with Children and Vulnerable aduhs.
Dvrmg this last year the Methodist Church hss brought out a Shategy for Jvshcs, Dignity and Solidarity
and Equagty, Diversity and Inclusion Training module that ag Prssbytsrs, Local Preachers, Circuit~s and Church Stewards have lo complete.
GDPR requirements are aho edhenrd IO.

The Circuit mongors that ag lhcoc wha am required lo do training or mfresher training have akondcd and
completed the necessary training.

SECTION C
OBJECTIVES ANO ACTIVITIES

Summary of Sre ob)sets of the sharlty eet eut in its governing docrsnentr
The pvrposss of the Methodist Chumh are and shag be deemed to have been, sinoe the Date af Union, the
advancement af:

(e) The Chnsiian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and diruriiriins of The hhrthadist Church;

(b) Any charitabte purpose for the time being af any Connexional, Dislrict, Circuit, local or other
arganisatian af The Methodist Church;

(c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of sny society or insfitutksr subsidiary or ancigary to The
Methodisl Chumh:

(d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist
Church.



SECTION 0
ACTIVITIES AIIID ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 1

Summary of the main aothillee under taken for the publk benefit ln relations to these
ob]cata.

The bustees confirm that they have had mgard lo the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.
The Cimuit pnxluces a quartsrly pmaching plan to ensum nsgular acts cf worship take place at each of ihe
10 Methodist Churches in ils geographical ama. These am open to ag people without charge. The
Churches we@orna ag families for baptisms, maniagss and funemls and make their facilities available for
community use.

The Cimuit continues lo supped a Food Bank opemting in the centra of Leigh under the auspioss of the
Trusseg Tmst.

Volunteers and the ministers of the Circuit, espedagy fmm Bedford and Hindlay Green Churches, support
the work of Bedford Hall and Wesrteigh Methodist Primary Schools whose chiklren and famSss indude
many of no or dgfemnt faiths. An example is the "It's Your Move programme designed to suppmt childmn
in their trans5on from Primary School to High School. The schools feel privgsged to be abls to offer this
support to ag chgdmn. The Foundsfion Govemms continue to play a pivotal pert in the life of the schools.

individual Chunches within the Ctrcug operate a variety cf community services fcr young and okl which are
open to eg regardkrss of faith. These indude Luncheon and Colfee dubs hr people end vaded youth
cogvates.

Mission prioritie were recently mvised to nscognise pmgmss on earlier priorities:

'As ihs Leigh and Hindlay Methodist Circuil we am determined:

'i. To Love the Lead our God wah ag our heart, soul and mind. Our Nrst priority is to vership Him, and grow
in faith;

2. To be a prtrysrful people;

3.To explore ag Godgivsn opportunikes to share ihe good news cf Jesus with others;

rk To be pmpensd to consider new ideas in order to sxhnd our mission;

5.To lave and care for ag God's people bul especiagy the vulnerable and ag who are struggling;

6.To encounsge, support and give a voice to under 25's. building upon, and investing ln, the Children' s
and Yougr work skesdy happening within the Circug;

7. To condnue to work and pull together as a Ckcuk and as Hubs.



SECTION Iy

ACTIVITIES ANO ACHIEVEMENTS
Part 2

Summary of other activities.

The Ministerial Team
Reverend Katharine Bland joined the Cimvit on the f"September 2020.
Reverend John Fisher continues to work ss a part-time Supernumerary.
Reverend Wfithtd Robinson joined the Citcvk ss Supertnlendent Minister on the 1"September 202'f.

Lay Employees
ln this current Mefixxlist year 2022/2023 the Cimuit does not have any Lay Empkryees.

Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
Loctd teachers and Worship Leaders akmg with the Circuit Statf meet quarterly to discuss worship, new
ideas and to share in Holy Communion. Dvring the year there are a nvmbsr of Worship Leader training
sesskxls.

Gevsrnancs
The Circuit Meefing normally meets 3 times a year and CLT meet every firv weeks.
Churches and Cimvit continue to enny ovt their legal dvdss M respect of pensions and are skcngly urged
by the Mrrthadlst Connexion to psy the Living Wage fo aN Lay Employee's.
The Ctrcvfi Tmasumr invites Church Treasurers to meet vsuafiy twice a year to discuss the linances of the
Cimuil and Churches.

CircuE Pnsperty
The bathmom al Burton Chare, Cukheth manse has been updated with a Walk-in shower replacing the
bath. Garden mainlenance work. ms'mly the felling of some overgnnm tress hss also been curried cwt.
Mershbrcok Ctose. Hindlsy manse has had some interior and extsrior works done.
Durtng this last year both menses have passed their Ouinquennial inspecdons wilh only minor works
needing to be cerned out. during the next 12 months. The Cimvit continues to ensure that both menses
meet the nsquinsd standards through mgular maintenance snd improvements.

The sale of the Stour Road manse was finslised on the 14"October 2022. The sale price cf2368,000.00
had been agreed but hlkwving the finding cf Japanese Knotweed at Nm side of Nm house an aNowance of
22,240.40p was made to the buyers. Fofiowing afi payments regarding the sale had been made the net
sale proceeds whwe 2350,368.80p. This wss then paid into the Circuit TMCP accounL A CPF levy of
6116.146.72p was then taken from thkt account.

Circuit Grants to Churches
At the June 2023 Ckcvit meehng the Cimuit Treasurer proposed that because of the huge increase in

Utility costs that each Chunch in the Circuit should be given a D,000.00 grant towards the cost of heating
and lighting from the TMCP account. This was unanimously agreed. The funds were drawn dawn and
cheques issued to afi 10 chumhes.

Epworth Educallon Tyust Iformsrly Acorn Academy)
The Ctrcv N confinues to work tfosely with the two Methodist Primary Schools in Leigh —Bedford Hafi

Methodist and Westleigh Methodist. Both am now part of the Epworth Trust, created in November 2020
and this ncw intfvdee NulgrOve Primary. Rosehifi Primary, Summerseat Prtmsty and Wesley Primary
Schools. The schools are extremely proud cf their Methodist inheritance and the posiYive impact it makes
upon alt aspects of school life. Circvk ministers and chumh members have been going into both schools on
a regular basis to lake assemblies and use Open the Book". Special services have seen the two schools
share together. Both schools have a number of chunch members on their board of foundation governors.
Both schools have s higher pwcenhtge than the national average of childnsn supported by the sddifionat
Pupil Pmmium lo addmss the needs of those from particulariy disadvantaged backgrounds. They deploy
these rsstwrces to provide a wide range of practical and learning support for these pupils, ranging fmm
breakfasl tdvbs lo employnxmt of addEonal teaching assistants and subsidising sducatimal trips. The
work of the pastoral managers is of great value in supporting pupiis from shuggling families and ensuring
efiective safeguarding of pupils.
tn 8mir most recent inspecgons as part cf the Statutory l spection cf Anggcan and Melhodisl Schools
(SIAMS) Benthal Hall was rated as Excellent and Wesfieigh was rated Excellent.



SECTION E
FINANCIAL REVIEW

There are General Fund balances of 2133,557.00p, which are sufRient to meet 5 months' routine
expenditure.

The Ckcuit Model Trust Fund btssnos has increased due to the proceeds of sets of the Stour Reed manse.
As at the 31"August 2023 the balance was 5343.957.7gp.
The various dedicated CFB accounts to help support the Cimuit and churches mission. discipleship and
evangelism have nol been drawn on in this gnarcial year. The Circuk is cumtntty consklerlng how these
funds can be best used to support the weak end wwship of 10 churches and ils 2 presbytem and partlme
supernumemry presbyter. Particularly in the growth of chiklren, young people and families work.
The revised Reswvss ROLy is appended together with the accounts and the independent Examiners
Report.

LEGAL OBLIGATION

The trustees congrm that there are no sedous incidents or other matters, which they shoukl have brought
lo the attention ol the Commission.

The trustees declare lhat gwy have approved the Tnrstees' Report above et their meegng on
22w February 2024.

Signed on behalf of the charity'a trustees

Revd. Katharine Bland
Chair

Mra. Susen Fisher
ClrouN Sbttaenl and Treasurer



CIRCUIT
RECEIPTS ANO PAYMENTS

ACCOUNTS

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

M b and Hindi Metbodist Circuit

Forthe yearended
31st August 2023

Crcuk

Bokon & Rochdale District Circuit no

Reglstemd Charity - Charity Registration number 1142805

If not a registered charky Her Maiesty's Revenue and Customs SIR Aid number

(The HMRC number is equivalent to a regkrtered charky number h terms of evidence of charka5e status and may be
used to give to donors or grant funders wishing to see evidence of the organisathn's charkabkr status. Methodist
charkkrs h Engkmd and Wears that are not registered charkkrs are excepted kern registratkl under Statutory
Instrument 2014 No242 )

Rev VWred Robaxron

Rev John Fisher

Ckcuk Stewards:

Maureen Hnon

11romas Marin

Tress won

2015 caatr R ad PJ5I 1d1
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SECTION A

RECEIPTS
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SECTION B

PATIENTS
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Name of Clrculb Leigh & Hinraay No: INO7

Declarations and Scrutiny

I congrm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year Io 31 August 2023 have been

prepared tom Ihc records cf5',s C!rabat snd ttat they Include sll funds under Lhs aeaol cfdre Cir q!t

meesng.

Name and address Treasurai Mrs Susan Fisher, 23 Fegbridge Close, Westhoughlon, Button BLS 3UD

Presemaion to tha Circuk meeting

I congrm Oat the annual report and acrxwnts for the year ended 31 August 2023 werefrrNLbrr

presented to the Circuit meedng held on 22nd February 2024

Signature ofhe Chair of Ihe meetng

N alh Chal oflhe ~ L ...... R vdKaIIR SI d 0 .~~J3I~~

Independent Examiner'a ftepoft to the Tftfeteee of the

Leltlh 8 Nndley Clfoult

Charity Ntanber 1142505

Responsarigaes and basis of report

I report lo ihe Sustses on my examinagon of Ihe actxwnts of the Leigh d Hindley

Ctrcux for the year ended 31 August 2021 set out on pages P 1 to P3. As *eCircuit's trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance wilh dte requirements of the CharNes Act

2011 +he Act').

I report in mspect of my examlnason of the Circuit's acrxwnts canfed out under secdon 145 of the Act and,
Ln en)fng cut my exsmtnsdcn I have fcflcvred ail the applicable Dirscdons given by Ih~ Charity

Commission under secaon 145{5)fb)of the AcL

delete or drde as appropriala



Name ofOirctdt: Leigh& Hindtey No: 0&I&7

Independent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examinafion. I confirm Ihat no material matters have come to my aaan5on in

connecfion with the examinafion (olher than Ihat disdosed below') which give me cause Io believe that in,
any material respect:

~ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with secfion 130 of the Act; or
~ Ihe accounts do not accord with the accounfing records.

I have no concerns and have come across no other maaers in connecdon with Ihe examinafion to which
attsnfion should be drawn in this mport in onier to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

I btnrfirlhave not' obtained independent verificafion of afi Invesknents with the Trustees for Methodist
Church purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methodist Church which are individuafiy in excess of K10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at fite balance sheet
dale.

Signature of independent examiner ..................... . ....... ..

Name of independent examiner @)I)4 ~WAI ~W~ &8

Relevant professional quafificafion of independent examiner .

Nameoffirm(whereappropriate) .... ........lh-.

RE64 ~SF, MC-Cfifc TF(, WCkV A'~

, „af,Sa~y n~
delete or drtfie as appropriale


