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SECTION A
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS

Registered Charity Number: 1142005

Charity's Principal Address: Kingsleigh Methodist Church, King Street, I.eigh WN7 4LR

The Trustees who manage the charity:
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SECTION 8
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAOEMENT

Description of the charity's trusts:
The governing occurrent is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976) and the charity is

oonstrtuted by Act of Pariiarrant
Trustees are appointed by local churches or arcurt organisations and the existing trustees Ministers and

circuit stewards are automatica Iiy trustees.

Induction and Training for Trustees
A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion is issued to new trustees including the leaflet 'The

Role of a Trustee m the Methodist Church' and they are offered the support cf the Circuit Meehng

Secretary. From time to time training sessions are provided on a range of aspects of the role of Trustees.

Structure
The Circuit is part of the Bolton and Rochdale Methodist District and appoints representatives to its

meeting (The Distnct Synod) and is accountable to the Methodist Conference
The Meeting of the Trustees (Circuit Meeting) is supported by a Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) which

compnses of the Ministers and Ihe Circuit Stewards. The CLT advises the Circurt Meetmg and ensures that

its decisions are enacted



Risks: A standing modest nsk to the Circuit is the ability of Churches to pay the financial assessment so
that the Circuit can meet its costs However. this risk has become much greater since the start of the Covid

pandemic two years ago The balances held by most Churches in the Circuit have been adversely aflected

by limitabons on ther sources of income during vanous lockdowns.

While Church balances were sufficien to pay most of the Circuit assessrrant in 202Q/2021 this capacity is

now under threat as Churches fundraising activities and premises lettings have not returned to pre
Pandemic capacity as yet.

A real risk of the overloading of the ministers, particularly the Supenntendent, had been identified and

Trustees appointed a part-time lay Pastoral and Preachmg Assistant to support the ministenal team and

have appointed a lay chaplain to support the work in the circuit schools. A re-distribution of pastoral charge

was agreed in June 2017 to even up the responsibilities from September 2017, and this has been effecbve

for several years. However, there is a continuing risk as rrinisters leave the circuit over bme, that the

Methodist Church may not be able to replaoe them, grven a national shortage of presbyters and the Circuit

will then have to explore further lay apprxntments

Across the Circuit some Churches are struggling to recruit new office holders, wrth some individuals feehng

unable to rebre despite long service This poses a risk to good governance and hmrts the energy available

to pursue new inrtratNes and took outwards to serve the communibes wrthin which the churches srt

The community sees Circurt and Church orgamsations as safe places and many young children and

vulnerab(e adults use them The risk of inappropriate behaviour is controlled by applicabon of the statutory

procedures for the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults Addibonally, m the year, the Circuit

updated rts Safeguarding Policy using the model that had been recommended by the Methodist Church.

Churches are responsible for ensuring that the requirements are met in all their actNibes The Circun

appoints a Safeguarding Ofrrcer supported by a Safeguarding Co-ordinator and ensures that each Church

appoints its own Safeguarding Officer. The Circuit Safeguarding Officer supports them and calls meetings

to share good practice Training sessions are made available for all those in Churches and Circuit

organisations involved in work wrth Children and Vulnerable adults. The Circuit monitors that all those who

are required to do so have attended, and is currently in hnal stages of completing an initial round of
refresher training for those whose original training was some years ago Refresher sessions of advanced

training for those in leadership roles have now been introduced and many of those required to attend have

now been trained.

SECllON C
OBJECTIVES AND ACllVITIES

Summary of the objects of the charity set out in its governing document
The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been, since the Date of Unen, the
advancement cf

(a) The Chrisban faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and disciphne of The Methodist Church,

(b) Any charkable purpose for the brne being of any Connexional. District, Circuit, local or other

organisation of The Methodist Church,

(c) Any chantable purpose for the time being of any society or msbtution subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church;

(d) Any purpose for the tiirai being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist

Church.



SECTION D
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 1

Summary of the main activities under taken for the public benefit in relations to these
objects.

The trustees confirm that they have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

The Circuit produces a quarterly preaching plan to ensure regular acts of worship take place at each of the

Methodist Churches in its geographical area. These are open to all people without charge The Churches

welcome all families for baptisms. marriages and funerals and make their facitrbes available for community

The Circuit continues to support a Food Bank operabng in the centre of Leigh under the auspices of the

Trussell Trust.

Volunteers and the ministers of the Circurt, especially from Bedford and Hindley Green Churches, support

the work of Bedford Hall and Westleig h Methodist Primary Schools whose children and families include

many of no or ddferent faiths. An example is the It's Your Move" progranvne designed to support children

in their transition from Primary School to High School. The schools feel privileged to be able to offer this

support to all children. The Foundation Governors conbnue to play a pivotal part in the life of the schools

individual Churches within the Circuit operate a variety of community services for young and old which are

open to all regardless of faith These include Luncheon and Coffee clubs for older people and varied youth

activities.

The trustees have used some of the moneys generated from the sale of redundant Churches to employ a
lay chaplain to work in the two schools.

Mission priorities were recently revised to recognise progress on earlier priorities:
"As the Leigh and Hindley Methodist Circuit we are determined'

1 To Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind Our first prionty is to worship Him, and grow

in faith;

2. To be a prayerful people,

3. To explore all God-given opportunrties to share the good news of Jesus with others;

4 To be prepared to consider new ideas in order to extend our nission;

5. To love and care for all God's people but especially the vulnerable and all who are struggling;

6 To encourage, support and give a voice to under 25's, building upon, and investing in, the children's and

youth work already happening within the CxcuiL

7 To conbnue to work and pull together as a Circuit and as sections. "



SECTION 0
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 2

Sunattary of other activities.

The Ministerial Team
Reverend Katharine Bland joined the Circuit on the 1"September 2020.
Reverend John Fisher continues to work as a pari-bme Supernumerary.
Reverend Len Pereira retired from the Circuit in August 2021
Reverend Wilfred Rotxnson has agreed to commence his position as Superintendent Minister on
1' September 2021.
Reverend Vivienne Smith (Supenntendent Minister) left the Circuit at Easter 2021 to help out in her new
Circua
Reverend Luke Smith took over as caretaker Supenntendent until August 2021.

Lay Employees
In 2020/21 there were three lay employees a part-time circuit administrator, Andrea Metcalfe, a part-time

lay pastoral assistant, Eileen Groves, and a part-time schools chaplain, Vicky Tyrrell.

Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
Groups have continued to meet in person and Zoom as allowed
Governance

The Circuit met in person as alkxwed and conducted business remotely by email and Zoom when
necessary, as did Circuit Leadership Team and Circuit Invitation Committee
Churches and Circuit conbnue to carry out their legal dubes in respect of pensions for lay employees, v«th

the circuit treasurer suppoibng churches to do so GDPR requirements are also adhered to.

Circuit Property
Regular maintenance and minor improvements have been undertaken at the menses at Marsh Brook
Close, Hindley, Burton Close, Culcheth and Stour Rd, Astley to ensure that that they continue to meet the
required standards

Circuit Grants to Churches
The resources, which the Circurt set aside in 2015, to alkiw each Church to further its mission priorities,
have now been expended A new scheme of grants to Churches had been introduced but was then

repurposed dunng the year to focus on equipment to facilitate setting up IT required to stream services

into Churches and continue Church business during lockdown.

Epworth Trust (formerly Acorn Academy)
The Circua conbnues to work closely with the two Methodist Pnmary Schools in Leigh —Bedford Hall

Methodist and Wesbergh Methodist Both are now part of the Epworth Trust created m November 2020
and this now includes Nutgrove Primary, Rosehill Pnmary, Summerseat Primary and Wesley Primary
Schools The schools are extremely proud of their Methodist inheritance and the positive impact rt makes
upon all aspects of school life Education Sunday services in chapel were suspended dunng the panderixc
and in addition, school governors met via zoom for Local Advisory Board meebngs. Obviously visits into
school by both church members and governors were deemed unsafe dunng this time also.
Both schools have a higher percentage than the nabonal average of children supported by the additional

Pupil Premium to address the needs of those from parbcularly disadvantaged backgrounds, They deploy
these resources to provide a wide range of practical and learning support for these pupils, ranging from
breakfast clubs to employment cf addrbonal teaching assistants and subsidising educational trips The
work of the pastoral managers is of great value in supporting pupils from struggling families and ensuring
effective safeguarding of pupils.
Both schools have been judged as Outstanding in their most recent inspecbons as part of the outcry
Inspecbon of Anglican and Methodist Schools.



SECTION E
FINANCIAL REVIEW

There are General Fund balances of F93,889, which are lust sufficient to meet 6 months' routine

expenditure. Capital receipts from sales of surplus pro perbes in recent years had led to much greater
reserves in the Circuit Model Trust Fund (CMTFi than the circuit has held in the past, leading the urcuit to
review the Reserves Policy and develop mechanisms to ensure resources are used to support mission,

discipleship, and evangelism Trustees have idenbfied a range of specitic projects and appointments as
key steps in delivering the agreed mission priorities and implementabon is now well under way Once
resources are allocated to these initiatives moneys are drawn down from the CMTF and placed in

dedicated accounts at the Central Finance Board. The revised Reserves Policy is appended together with

the accounts and the independent examine(s report, in which no major ooncerns are raised

LEOAL OBLIGATION

The trustees confirm that there are no serious inudents or other matters, which they should have brought

to the atlention of the Commission.

The trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees' Report above at their meeting on 17 February

2022.

Signed on behalf the charity's trustees:

Rev Robinson
Chair (Superintendent Minister)

Mrs Susan Fisher
Circuit Steward and Treasurer

Date: ll 5 2 202-2
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDEO 31 AUOU ST 2021
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Nome or ClrcuL Leigh 4 Hlndley No: ggNT

Oeclaratlona and Scrutiny

I congrm that dwae Receipt end paymenl based ax»uma ibr Ihe year to 31 August 2021 have been
prepared from gw reoords of gw Circuit and swt Ihey inchrds sa funds under the control of gw Circuit
meeeng.

Signstum of aeesurer

Name snd address of treasurer. . . . Dr Elspath Snghton

32 Wadeson Wsy. Croft, Wanlngton, WA3 7JS

Daas. .......r Jxj.wx.k

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

I conlinn dwt the annual report snd accouids for sw year ended 31 August 2021 werehrlses

presented to 5» cbcult meegng hald on ..l.3 ....FIW

Signaarm cf the Chair of the

N ~Alla choral IN mmlny fvt. . .li I ll ~n t)Ns. !. o

independent Examiner'e Report to the Trtieteee of the

Leigh 4 Hindle)f Clrettlt

Charey Number 11agege

I report to the truswas on my exsminagon of ths accounts cf the Leiph s Hinder
circuit for sw year ended 31 August 2021 set oul on pages p1 to p3. Ae the circuit's «uswes. you srs
responsgde lbr gw preparason cf the accoums in accordanc» wgh 5» requireriwnts of gw Chari5es Aa
2011 (the Acr).

I report in respect of my examina5on of the Circuit's accounts canwd oul under secbon 145 of Ihe Act
and. in csnying out my exsnunsbon. I have foaowed ab Ihe ppa 'colds Obecdons given by Ihs charily
Comrrxssion under sscgon 145(5)(b) of Ihe Act.



Name of Circuit: Leigh 4 Hindley No: ggftfy

Independent Examiner's Stalement

I have completed my examlnauon. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination (other than that disclosed beknv I whkh give me cause to beaeve
that kt, eny materiel respect:

~ the accounenp records were not kept in accordaxe with section 130 of the Act: or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounarxt records.

I have no concerns and have acme across no other matters fit connecdon with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding ot the
accounts to be reached other than the following:

Independent evkfenoe is unavailable to support the characterisation of payments made to one ol the
circurTs ministers totalling 2945 recorded as 'tor benevolence' in Ihe Circuit's records (disdosed in

the accounts as "other payments"L The unavaikrbility of evidence reaects the circus's
understanding of the confidentiality rertuked by Standing order 527.
I have not obtained independent verifkatkn of all Investments with the Trustees for Mettxxast church
Purposes or hekl in other trusts. bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methotast Church whkh are individually in excess of 210,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
sheet date.

Signature of indepedent examiner . .„h6.n ..".3, ...;.n, ...„.,

Name of independent examiner .. . . . David John Ftarclough

Refiivant professional qualification ol independent examiner .... , FCA

Name cf firm (where appropriate), . N/A

Address ............6, Doeford Close, Culcheth, Cheshire

Post Code . WAS 4DL

Date ....22 February 2022

delete or cir6e as appropriate
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I report in respect of my examina5on of the Circuit's accounts canwd oul under secbon 145 of Ihe Act
and. in csnying out my exsnunsbon. I have foaowed ab Ihe ppa 'colds Obecdons given by Ihs charily
Comrrxssion under sscgon 145(5)(b) of Ihe Act.



Name of Circuit: Leigh 4 Hindley No: ggftfy

Independent Examiner's Stalement

I have completed my examlnauon. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination (other than that disclosed beknv I whkh give me cause to beaeve
that kt, eny materiel respect:

~ the accounenp records were not kept in accordaxe with section 130 of the Act: or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounarxt records.

I have no concerns and have acme across no other matters fit connecdon with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding ot the
accounts to be reached other than the following:

Independent evkfenoe is unavailable to support the characterisation of payments made to one ol the
circurTs ministers totalling 2945 recorded as 'tor benevolence' in Ihe Circuit's records (disdosed in

the accounts as "other payments"L The unavaikrbility of evidence reaects the circus's
understanding of the confidentiality rertuked by Standing order 527.
I have not obtained independent verifkatkn of all Investments with the Trustees for Mettxxast church
Purposes or hekl in other trusts. bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methotast Church whkh are individually in excess of 210,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
sheet date.

Signature of indepedent examiner . .„h6.n. .".3, ...;.n, ...„., „,.. .. , .

Name of independent examiner .. . . . David John Ftarclough

Refiivant professional qualification ol independent examiner .... , FCA

Name cf firm (where appropriate), . N/A

Address ............6, Doeford Close, Culcheth, Cheshire

Post Code . WAS 4DL

Date ....22 February 2022

delete or cir6e as appropriate


