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LEIGH & HINDLEY METHODIST CIRCUIT
England & Wales · Charity number 1142805

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Previously excepted

Registered 2011-07-08

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Kingsleigh Methodist Church
King Street
Leigh
WN7 4LR

Phone 01942674542

Email admin@leighandhindley.org.uk

Website www.leighandhindley.co.uk

Activities

Objects: The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the date of
union the advancement of -(a) the Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline
of the Methodist Church;(b) any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, district, circuit,
local or other organisation of the Methodist Church;(c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any
society or institution subsiduary or ancillary to the Methodist Church;(d) any purpose for the time being of any
charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church.

Activities: (a) The Christian faith in accordance with The Methodist Church;(b) Any charitable purpose for
the time being of any organisation of The Church;(c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society
or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The Church;(d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a
charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Church.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Other Charitable Activities

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1142805
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1142805
mailto:admin@leighandhindley.org.uk
www.leighandhindley.co.uk
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Geography

• Warrington

• Wigan

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-08-31 £207,468 £207,609 - -

2023-08-31 £561,428 £301,436 £523,735 0

2022-08-31 £201,668 £195,673 - -

2021-08-31 £182,810 £214,267 - -

2020-08-31 £194,900 £244,200 - -

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1142805
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Rev Wilfred Robinson Chair 2021-09-01

ANDREW JOHN WILCOX M.R.I.C.S. 2011-04-07

DAVID CLAYWORTH 2011-04-07

DELIA CASWELL 2011-04-07

David Ogilvy 2012-07-10

GILLIAN BAGLEE 2011-04-07

Irene Goodhew 2017-07-20

JANET MAY JENNIONS 2011-09-22

JEAN LEECH 2016-07-11

JEAN MARYAN 2016-07-11

Janet Crozier 2020-02-25

Janette Hutchinson 2018-10-23

John Perfect 2024-09-01

Joyce Ann Daniels 2017-09-07

KEITH RONALD GARBETT CTEXT,ATI 2011-04-07

KEVIN MEREDITH 2011-04-07

LYNDA NUTTALL CERT.EDACP 2011-04-07

MARGARET FREEBORN 2011-04-07

MAUREEN HILTON SRN 2012-08-29

MAVIS POWER 2011-04-07

MR ALAN EAVES DIP.ED 2011-04-07

MR NICK FLETCHER MCIPS 2011-04-07

MR STAN WORGAN 2011-04-07

MRS BETTY SMITH 2011-04-07

Margaret Picton-Baxter 2023-02-16

Peter Lewis 2023-09-01

Phillip Kennedy 2017-08-18

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1142805
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Name Role Appointed

Rev Jacquie Evans 2023-09-01

Rev John Fisher 2018-10-16

Rev Katharine Bland 2020-09-01

SUSAN MOONEY 2011-04-07

SUSAN STEWART 2017-01-24

SUSAN WHITEHEAD 2016-07-18

Susan Carol Sherratt 2022-09-01

Susan Fisher 2021-09-01

THOMAS MARTIN 2016-08-01

VAL POWNALL 2016-05-01

Vicky Bilsbury-Robinson 2013-10-25

Yvonne Owens 2023-01-01
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The Methodist Church

Leadership
team

Name ofbody enuded to
a iit uiistee

Of6ce (ifany) Dates acred. (If nut

for whole ycw)
Trustee name

Gillian Baglee Ex-OIBcioCimuit Meeting
Secretary dr

Cimuit Steward

Leigh aud Hiudiey Methodist Circuit

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
1st SEPTEMBER 2022 tss 31stAUGUST 2023

SECTION A
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS

Registered Charit)r Nusnber. 1142805

Charity's Prlstdpal Address: Kingsleigh hiethodist Churdt, King Street, Leigh WN7 4LR

The Trustees who manage the charitF:

htarian Bile
Revd. K. Bland
Dulia Caswell
David CI onh
Janet Crozier

Joyce Daaiels

Alan Eaves
Revd. J.Fisher
Susan Fisher

Nick Fletcher
M aret F~
Keith Garbeu
Irene Goodhew
Joanne Grun
Maureen Hilton

Jaeette Hutchinson

Revd. M. Jones

Jean M an

Kevin hleredith
Susan Maomey

Vera Nelson
L nda Nuttas
David
Yvonne Owens
Anne Pa
lhfiu r iS ?Ower

Minister

World Mission

Local Preachers
Secretary, Synod

escntative.

Circuit Treasurer,
Circuit Steward,
S aud Rs mxc

Circuit Steward,
S nod Re erzzuve

Su amer

Circuit Steward

Asti dt T Ides Church
Ex-OIBcio
Glazeh Church
Hindi St. John's Church
Glaze Church
Ex-OI6cio

Asti dr ideal Church
Ex-Officio
Ex-O(gcio

Kin alai Church
Lane Chumh

Athcrton Central Church
Atberton Central Chmcb
Gbme Church
Ex-Officio

Cnlcheth Church
Hindi St. John's Church
Ex-Offitzo
Ir al r rk kl JOIE VIGIL 4!LULLS!

Bedford Cbumb
Ex~cio
Asti dt T klesl Church

Bedford Church

K~nslei Church

Bedford Church
Atherten Central Church
Culcheth Church
Hindi St.John's Church
Wi Road Chmeh

Leuc Church



Vslnrie Pnwnell

Vic Robinson
Rsvd, W, Robinson

Carol Shstrsd
Dor Simm
E)izeheth Smith
Susan Stewart
Edith Todd
Rcvd. S. Whitehead

Andrew Wilcox
Stan W

Snpsrhttendsnt
Minister

Su mom

Bcdfiwd Chumh

Hind) Green Church

Ex-OIBcio

Cslchcth Church

Wi Road Chtuch
Hindi Greco Church

Wi Road Chinch
Lane Church

Ex-Officio
Bsmfutf Church

I MP

SuN Kaurat Bruton Knowlee (Chartered Surveyors), 60 Church Sreet, Birmingham, B32DJ

Sapphim Homes (Fslale Agents), 20 King Street, Leigh. WN74LG

Joanne Russeg at Sintrm Soliatore, Barrack Reed, Newcasfie upon Tyne, NE4 6DB

SECTION B
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Deecriplion of lhe charily's trusts:
The governing document is the Deed of Union (1932)and Methodist Church Act (1976).Act of Parliament,
the Charity Commission, constitutes the charity.
Detaiktd governance anangements ete outlined within the ConsfiMional Practice and Discipf'me of the
Methodist Chumh by ader of the annual conftxence (CPD).
Local churches or dmuit organisations and the existing kustees appoint new hueless. Ministers and circuit
stewards are aulomabcafiy trustees.

induction and Training for Trushtes
A range of guidanCe produced by Methodist Connexion is issued to new hostess including the Ieellet 'The
Role of a Trustee in the Methodist Church' and they are offered the support of the Cincuit Meebng
Secretary, From time to iirne iraining sessions are provided on a range of aspects of the nnle of Trustees.

Btiuclure
The Circus is pert of the Bolton and Rochdale Melhodisl Disbict and appoints representatives to ils
meeting (The District Synod) and is accountable to the Methodist Conference.
A Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) that corn prises of the Ministws end the Circuit Stewards supports the
Meeting of the Trustees (Circufi Meefing). The CLT advises the Cimuit Meeting and ensures that ils
detfsions are enacted.

Rtske: A standing modest risk lo the Cimuil is ihe ability of Churches to pay fhe financiai assessment so
that the Circuit osn meet its costs. Mast Chumhes mly on the letting of their premises and fund raising to
enable Ihem to meet their assessment and running costs. 10 Churches in the Circuit have managed to pay
their assessment for this financial year. Thank you to the treesumrs and those who give so generously of
their time and money week by week.



Surgy at ths February 5053 Circuit Meeting IMgan Road Church sought permission to cease ta warship
snd chare. This was due to smug numbem af attendees st worsh1p and ihe people fssgng overburdened
with osnying out the day to dsy tasks of keeping the church rvnning. The Circuit Msedng agreed and the
Dkrtrict PONcy Comm¹ee wss gran not¹ed, further to Nnsl eppmv4 at Methodist Conference in July. As
the Church ceased to worship at the end af May the Cimuit Assessment received for 2022i2023 wss only

55.500.00, two qvarlera aaaessmenL As from I» September the Cimvit meeting will become the hueless
af Vrigan Road and the CLT will have the lack of ensuring the praperty is kept safe and taking on board the
payment of ugfriy and insurance paymenis.

A possible risk is the overioading af the ministers, partioulsrly the Superintendent due to the exka workload
thie rOle entaile. But at the mOment the 2 ministem and part-time Supernumerary am managing. However
tbng term there is a condnuing risk as ministers leave tho ckcuit over Nme, thai the Methodist Chumh may
nat be able lo repkrce gram, given a national shortage of prssbytsrs.
Ths four Hubs have con5nued to womhip and weak together with veryktg degrees of success. One Hub
shares worship each Sunday alternating between both Churches. Other Hubs share together once a
month. Once a quarter a Circuit Service is hekl centragy and sg Churches am in»had to attend, these have
been quite successful.

Across the Cimuit same Churches are struggling to recruit new agice holders, with earns individuals feeling
unable to mtire despite long servkrs. This poses a risk la good governance and limits the energy available
lo pursue new initiagves snd look ovhvards to serve the cammunilies within which the churches sit. The
Circuh itself has sbuggled to Nnd new Circuit stewards to jab the Leadership team.

The community sees Clrcuk and Church organisarions as safe places and many young chgdran and
vulnerable adugs use them. The risk of insppmpriste behavior is aantrogsd by appgcadon of the statutory
procedures for the Safeguarding cf Children and Vulnerable Aduhs. Addilkmagy, in the year, the Circuit

updated Ns Strisguarding Policy using the model that had been recommended by the Methodist Church.
Churches are asspansibie for ensurin that the acquirements are met in ag their scgMiss. The Cimuil

appoints a Safeguarding Ogicer supported by a Saleguerding Caardinalor and ensums that each Church
appoints ils own Safeguarding Otgcsr. The Cimuit Safeguarding Olgcer supports them and caNs meetings
to chars goad pracgce. Train¹g sessions sre made avrrikrble for ag Ihose in Churches and Circuit

organisations involved in work with Children and Vulnerable aduhs.
Dvrmg this last year the Methodist Church hss brought out a Shategy for Jvshcs, Dignity and Solidarity
and Equagty, Diversity and Inclusion Training module that ag Prssbytsrs, Local Preachers, Circuit~s and Church Stewards have lo complete.
GDPR requirements are aho edhenrd IO.

The Circuit mongors that ag lhcoc wha am required lo do training or mfresher training have akondcd and
completed the necessary training.

SECTION C
OBJECTIVES ANO ACTIVITIES

Summary of Sre ob)sets of the sharlty eet eut in its governing docrsnentr
The pvrposss of the Methodist Chumh are and shag be deemed to have been, sinoe the Date af Union, the
advancement af:

(e) The Chnsiian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and diruriiriins of The hhrthadist Church;

(b) Any charitabte purpose for the time being af any Connexional, Dislrict, Circuit, local or other
arganisatian af The Methodist Church;

(c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of sny society or insfitutksr subsidiary or ancigary to The
Methodisl Chumh:

(d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist
Church.



SECTION 0
ACTIVITIES AIIID ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 1

Summary of the main aothillee under taken for the publk benefit ln relations to these
ob]cata.

The bustees confirm that they have had mgard lo the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.
The Cimuit pnxluces a quartsrly pmaching plan to ensum nsgular acts cf worship take place at each of ihe
10 Methodist Churches in ils geographical ama. These am open to ag people without charge. The
Churches we@orna ag families for baptisms, maniagss and funemls and make their facilities available for
community use.

The Cimuit continues lo supped a Food Bank opemting in the centra of Leigh under the auspioss of the
Trusseg Tmst.

Volunteers and the ministers of the Circuit, espedagy fmm Bedford and Hindlay Green Churches, support
the work of Bedford Hall and Wesrteigh Methodist Primary Schools whose chiklren and famSss indude
many of no or dgfemnt faiths. An example is the "It's Your Move programme designed to suppmt childmn
in their trans5on from Primary School to High School. The schools feel privgsged to be abls to offer this
support to ag chgdmn. The Foundsfion Govemms continue to play a pivotal pert in the life of the schools.

individual Chunches within the Ctrcug operate a variety cf community services fcr young and okl which are
open to eg regardkrss of faith. These indude Luncheon and Colfee dubs hr people end vaded youth
cogvates.

Mission prioritie were recently mvised to nscognise pmgmss on earlier priorities:

'As ihs Leigh and Hindlay Methodist Circuil we am determined:

'i. To Love the Lead our God wah ag our heart, soul and mind. Our Nrst priority is to vership Him, and grow
in faith;

2. To be a prtrysrful people;

3.To explore ag Godgivsn opportunikes to share ihe good news cf Jesus with others;

rk To be pmpensd to consider new ideas in order to sxhnd our mission;

5.To lave and care for ag God's people bul especiagy the vulnerable and ag who are struggling;

6.To encounsge, support and give a voice to under 25's. building upon, and investing ln, the Children' s
and Yougr work skesdy happening within the Circug;

7. To condnue to work and pull together as a Ckcuk and as Hubs.



SECTION Iy

ACTIVITIES ANO ACHIEVEMENTS
Part 2

Summary of other activities.

The Ministerial Team
Reverend Katharine Bland joined the Cimvit on the f"September 2020.
Reverend John Fisher continues to work ss a part-time Supernumerary.
Reverend Wfithtd Robinson joined the Citcvk ss Supertnlendent Minister on the 1"September 202'f.

Lay Employees
ln this current Mefixxlist year 2022/2023 the Cimuit does not have any Lay Empkryees.

Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
Loctd teachers and Worship Leaders akmg with the Circuit Statf meet quarterly to discuss worship, new
ideas and to share in Holy Communion. Dvring the year there are a nvmbsr of Worship Leader training
sesskxls.

Gevsrnancs
The Circuit Meefing normally meets 3 times a year and CLT meet every firv weeks.
Churches and Cimvit continue to enny ovt their legal dvdss M respect of pensions and are skcngly urged
by the Mrrthadlst Connexion to psy the Living Wage fo aN Lay Employee's.
The Ctrcvfi Tmasumr invites Church Treasurers to meet vsuafiy twice a year to discuss the linances of the
Cimuil and Churches.

CircuE Pnsperty
The bathmom al Burton Chare, Cukheth manse has been updated with a Walk-in shower replacing the
bath. Garden mainlenance work. ms'mly the felling of some overgnnm tress hss also been curried cwt.
Mershbrcok Ctose. Hindlsy manse has had some interior and extsrior works done.
Durtng this last year both menses have passed their Ouinquennial inspecdons wilh only minor works
needing to be cerned out. during the next 12 months. The Cimvit continues to ensure that both menses
meet the nsquinsd standards through mgular maintenance snd improvements.

The sale of the Stour Road manse was finslised on the 14"October 2022. The sale price cf2368,000.00
had been agreed but hlkwving the finding cf Japanese Knotweed at Nm side of Nm house an aNowance of
22,240.40p was made to the buyers. Fofiowing afi payments regarding the sale had been made the net
sale proceeds whwe 2350,368.80p. This wss then paid into the Circuit TMCP accounL A CPF levy of
6116.146.72p was then taken from thkt account.

Circuit Grants to Churches
At the June 2023 Ckcvit meehng the Cimuit Treasurer proposed that because of the huge increase in

Utility costs that each Chunch in the Circuit should be given a D,000.00 grant towards the cost of heating
and lighting from the TMCP account. This was unanimously agreed. The funds were drawn dawn and
cheques issued to afi 10 chumhes.

Epworth Educallon Tyust Iformsrly Acorn Academy)
The Ctrcv N confinues to work tfosely with the two Methodist Primary Schools in Leigh —Bedford Hafi

Methodist and Westleigh Methodist. Both am now part of the Epworth Trust, created in November 2020
and this ncw intfvdee NulgrOve Primary. Rosehifi Primary, Summerseat Prtmsty and Wesley Primary
Schools. The schools are extremely proud cf their Methodist inheritance and the posiYive impact it makes
upon alt aspects of school life. Circvk ministers and chumh members have been going into both schools on
a regular basis to lake assemblies and use Open the Book". Special services have seen the two schools
share together. Both schools have a number of chunch members on their board of foundation governors.
Both schools have s higher pwcenhtge than the national average of childnsn supported by the sddifionat
Pupil Pmmium lo addmss the needs of those from particulariy disadvantaged backgrounds. They deploy
these rsstwrces to provide a wide range of practical and learning support for these pupils, ranging fmm
breakfasl tdvbs lo employnxmt of addEonal teaching assistants and subsidising sducatimal trips. The
work of the pastoral managers is of great value in supporting pupiis from shuggling families and ensuring
efiective safeguarding of pupils.
tn 8mir most recent inspecgons as part cf the Statutory l spection cf Anggcan and Melhodisl Schools
(SIAMS) Benthal Hall was rated as Excellent and Wesfieigh was rated Excellent.



SECTION E
FINANCIAL REVIEW

There are General Fund balances of 2133,557.00p, which are sufRient to meet 5 months' routine
expenditure.

The Ckcuit Model Trust Fund btssnos has increased due to the proceeds of sets of the Stour Reed manse.
As at the 31"August 2023 the balance was 5343.957.7gp.
The various dedicated CFB accounts to help support the Cimuit and churches mission. discipleship and
evangelism have nol been drawn on in this gnarcial year. The Circuk is cumtntty consklerlng how these
funds can be best used to support the weak end wwship of 10 churches and ils 2 presbytem and partlme
supernumemry presbyter. Particularly in the growth of chiklren, young people and families work.
The revised Reswvss ROLy is appended together with the accounts and the independent Examiners
Report.

LEGAL OBLIGATION

The trustees congrm that there are no sedous incidents or other matters, which they shoukl have brought
lo the attention ol the Commission.

The trustees declare lhat gwy have approved the Tnrstees' Report above et their meegng on
22w February 2024.

Signed on behalf of the charity'a trustees

Revd. Katharine Bland
Chair

Mra. Susen Fisher
ClrouN Sbttaenl and Treasurer



CIRCUIT
RECEIPTS ANO PAYMENTS

ACCOUNTS

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

M b and Hindi Metbodist Circuit

Forthe yearended
31st August 2023

Crcuk

Bokon & Rochdale District Circuit no

Reglstemd Charity - Charity Registration number 1142805

If not a registered charky Her Maiesty's Revenue and Customs SIR Aid number

(The HMRC number is equivalent to a regkrtered charky number h terms of evidence of charka5e status and may be
used to give to donors or grant funders wishing to see evidence of the organisathn's charkabkr status. Methodist
charkkrs h Engkmd and Wears that are not registered charkkrs are excepted kern registratkl under Statutory
Instrument 2014 No242 )

Rev VWred Robaxron

Rev John Fisher

Ckcuk Stewards:

Maureen Hnon

11romas Marin

Tress won

2015 caatr R ad PJ5I 1d1



ACCONITS FOR TIM YEAR EN)ED 31 AUGUST 202$
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Circuit Qreult

s2

SECTION A

RECEIPTS

Assessnenl/Share

Un-
arcrdt Nodal

Funds Trust Fund Rsnds

Nots f f
1$2 021.54

Tstsl ~ alla yssr

142 $21.54

Total ~ lssl

f

s3
a4

ae
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Grants

Other mes ts
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13117.$0
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200 777.54300 501.SO 1IL4$501 427.70 soi eee.os
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SECTION B

PATIENTS
Stipends. salaries, NIC, Pensen and
travel costs

Manse Costs

Air&a&istration etc

District Assessnent

Grants 8 donations

5 001. 322.24

10 000.00

13.37

01 0$1.04

14 1$4.74

4 237.18

43405.47

20 000.00
67

be

bg

Payment to agan Rd Methodist
Chumh towenls Methodist Ins

Other a nts
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1 140.54

i71 05$.77 ise 022.07 iss.ei

3 33$.20

120 $32.82

S01 4$$.45 les 07$.$

ci

SECllON C
IKT RECEIPTS/PA~NIB FOR
T1% YEAR e740 24 114.74 230 474.$$4.08 150 001.05 $044.88

c2 Total funds brought foward I/om last year 145 000.40 11$,070.48 4,804.72 213 702.58 (ce) IF

c3 Sub a&tal c1+c2 1745.18 S43 7.74 I 0 1. $23 7$4.eS 2e$742.5$

Tmnsfers and ad' stmenls

TOTAL FUN AT END OF YEAR

SECAON D

c3+cd 17$,08$.14 SI$,057.79 4,001.08

c7

523 7S4.4S ee 243742.$4 e4

FOR IIFONNTION OILY: MONEY RECEIVED AN) PASSED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANSAllONS

d1

d2

d3

d4

se amounts should not bs included In total reset
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enn s/Gills - mceived for external o anisations
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Name of Clrculb Leigh & Hinraay No: INO7

Declarations and Scrutiny

I congrm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year Io 31 August 2023 have been

prepared tom Ihc records cf5',s C!rabat snd ttat they Include sll funds under Lhs aeaol cfdre Cir q!t

meesng.

Name and address Treasurai Mrs Susan Fisher, 23 Fegbridge Close, Westhoughlon, Button BLS 3UD

Presemaion to tha Circuk meeting

I congrm Oat the annual report and acrxwnts for the year ended 31 August 2023 werefrrNLbrr

presented to the Circuit meedng held on 22nd February 2024

Signature ofhe Chair of Ihe meetng

N alh Chal oflhe ~ L ...... R vdKaIIR SI d 0 .~~J3I~~

Independent Examiner'a ftepoft to the Tftfeteee of the

Leltlh 8 Nndley Clfoult

Charity Ntanber 1142505

Responsarigaes and basis of report

I report lo ihe Sustses on my examinagon of Ihe actxwnts of the Leigh d Hindley

Ctrcux for the year ended 31 August 2021 set out on pages P 1 to P3. As *eCircuit's trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance wilh dte requirements of the CharNes Act

2011 +he Act').

I report in mspect of my examlnason of the Circuit's acrxwnts canfed out under secdon 145 of the Act and,
Ln en)fng cut my exsmtnsdcn I have fcflcvred ail the applicable Dirscdons given by Ih~ Charity

Commission under secaon 145{5)fb)of the AcL

delete or drde as appropriala



Name ofOirctdt: Leigh& Hindtey No: 0&I&7

Independent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examinafion. I confirm Ihat no material matters have come to my aaan5on in

connecfion with the examinafion (olher than Ihat disdosed below') which give me cause Io believe that in,
any material respect:

~ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with secfion 130 of the Act; or
~ Ihe accounts do not accord with the accounfing records.

I have no concerns and have come across no other maaers in connecdon with Ihe examinafion to which
attsnfion should be drawn in this mport in onier to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

I btnrfirlhave not' obtained independent verificafion of afi Invesknents with the Trustees for Methodist
Church purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methodist Church which are individuafiy in excess of K10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at fite balance sheet
dale.

Signature of independent examiner ..................... . ....... ..

Name of independent examiner @)I)4 ~WAI ~W~ &8

Relevant professional quafificafion of independent examiner .

Nameoffirm(whereappropriate) .... ........lh-.

RE64 ~SF, MC-Cfifc TF(, WCkV A'~

, „af,Sa~y n~
delete or drtfie as appropriale
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The Methodist Church

Leigh and Hindiey Methodist Circuit

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
1st SEPTEIIIBER 2021 to 31st AUGUST 2022

SECTION A

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS

Registered Charity Number: 1142805

Charity's Principal Address: Kingsleigh Methodist Church, King Street, Leigh WN7 4LR

The Trustees stiho manage the charity:

Trustee usmc

Jean Aldred

Gillian Baglee

Marian Bilsb
Revd. K. Bland

Office (if any)

Chair Lay
Appointment &
Circuit Steward

Circuit Meeting
Secre tery &
Circuit Steward

Minister

Dates acted. (Ifnot
for whole year)

Deceased May
2022

Name of body entitled to
oint trustee

Ex-Officio

Ex-Officio

Astlev & T ideal Church
Ex-Officio

Leadership
team
Yes

Yes

Yes

Delis Caswell

David Cl orth
Janet Crozier

Joyce Daniels

'
Alan Eaves
Revd. J. Fisher
Susan Fisher

Nick Fletcher
aret Freeborn

Keith Garbett
Irene Goodhew

Joanne Grund

Maureen Hilton

Janette Hutchinson

Janet Jennions
Revd. B.Jones

Revd M. Jones
Phili Kermed
Jean Leech
Janice MacKenzie
Thomas Martin
Jean M an
Kevin Meredith

World Mission

Local Preachers
Secretary, Synod
R esentative.

Circuit Treasurer,
Circuit Steward,
S od a reseatativc

Circuit Steward,
S Ite sentative

Supernumerary

S inurn e

Circuit Steward

Deceased June

2022

Glaze Church

Hindle St. John's Church

Glaze Church
Ex-Officio

Astle & T ideal Church
Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio

B Lane Church

Atheiton Central Church

Atherton Cenlral Church
Glaze Church
Ex-Officio

Culcheth Church
Hindle St. John's Church
Ex-Ofticio

Ex-Officio
Eturdle Green Church
Bedford Church
Hindle St. John's Church
Ex-Of6cio
Astle & T ideal Church
Bedford Church

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes



Susan Moone
Vera Nelson

L nda Nuttall

David ilv

Anne Par
Mavis Power
Valerie Pownall

Viok Robinson

Revd, W. Robinson

Doro Simm

Hli zabeth Smith

Superintendent
Minister

Kin ale' Church

Bedford Church

Atherton Central Chumli

Culcheth Church

Wi an Road Church

Lane Church

Bedford Church

Bindle Green Church

Hx-Officio

W an Road Church

Hindle Green Church

Yea

Susan Stewari

Hdith Todd
Revd. S.Whitehead Su mumer

Andrew Wilcox
Stan Wor an

W an Road Church

Ba Lane Church
Hx-Officio
Bamfurl Church
Bamfurlo Church

PROFFESSIONAL BODIES EMPLOYED BY THE CIRCUIT 2021I2022

Suki Kaur at Bruton Knowles (Chartered Surveyors), 60 Church Street, Birmingham, B3 2DJ

Sapphire Homes (Estate Agents), 20 King Street, Leigh. WN7 4LG

Joanne Russell at Sinton Soiicitors, Barrack Road, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 6DB

SECTION B
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND EIANAGEEIENT

Description of the charity's trusts:
The governing document is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976).Act of Parliament,

the Charity Commission, constitutes the charity.

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the

Methodist Church by order cf the annual oonference (CPD).
Local churches or circuit organisations and the existing trustees appoint new trustees. Ministers and circuit

stewards are automatically trustees.

Induction and Training for Trustees
A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion is issued to newtrustees including the leaflet 'The

Role of a Trustee in the Methodist Church' and they are offered the su pport cf the Circuit Meeting

Secretary, From time to time training sessions are provided on a range of aspects of the roie of Trustees.

Structure
The Circuit is part of the Bolton and Rochdale Methodist District and appoints representatives to its

meeting (The District Synod) and is accountable to the Methodist Conference.

A Cimuit Leadership Team (CLT) that compnaes of the Ministers and the Circuit Stewards supports the

Meeting of the Trustees (Circuit Meeting). The CLT advises the Circuit Meeting and ensures that its

decisions are enacted.



Risks. A standing rredest risk to the Circuit is the ability of Churches to pay the financial assessment so

that the Circuit can meet its costs. During the recent Covid pandemic and various lockdowns the Churches

ability to pay their assessments was adversely affected with some having to dig deep into reserves.

In 202tr2022 as Churches fundraising activities and premises lettings began to return to some sort of

normality finances for some have begun to look better. Due to some hard work and generosity all 11

Churches were able to pay their full assessments for the financial year 2021/2022.

A possible risk is the overloading of the ministers, particularly the Superirrtendent due to the extra woridoad

this role entails. But at the moment the 2 ministers and part-time supernumerary are managing. During this

past year we have identified the possibility of Churches worshipping and working together in Hubs.

Although this is in iys eahy stages we are hopeful that everyone will find it beneficial.

However long term there is a continuing risk as ministers leave the circuit over time, that the Methodist

Church may not be able to replace them, given a national shortage of presbyters.

Across the Circuit some Churches are struggling to recruit new offic holders, with some individuals feeling

unable to retire despite long service. This poses a risk to good governance and limits the energy available

to pursue new initiatives and look outwards tc serve the communibes within which the churches sit. The

Circuit itself has struggled to find new Circuit stewards to join the Leadership team.

The community sees Circuit and Church organisations as safe places and many young children and

vulnerable adults use them. The risk of inappropriate behavior is controlled by application of the statutory

procedures for the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults. Additionally, in the year, the Circuit

updated its Safeguarding Policy using the model that had been recommended by the Methodist Church.

Churches are responsible for ensuring that the requirements are met in all their activities. The Circuit

appoints a Safeguarding Officer supported by a Safeguarding Coordinator and ensures that each Church

appoints ils own Safeguarding Officer. The Circuit Safeguarding Officer supports them and calls meetings

to share good practice. Training sessions are made available for all those in Churches and Circuit

organisalions involved in work with Children and Vulnerable adults. The Circuit monitors that ail those who

are required to do training or refresher training have attended and completed the necessary training.

SECTION C
OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Summary of the objects of the charity setout in its governing document

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been, since the Date of Union, the

advancement cf.

(a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist Church;

(b) Any charitable pur pose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other

organisation of The Methodist Church;

(c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The

Methodist Church;

(dj Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist

Church.



SECTION D
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 1

Summary of the main activities under taken for the public benefit In relations to these
objects.

The trustees confirm that they have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

The Circuit produces a quarterly preaching plan to ensure regular acts of worship take place at each of the

11 Methodist Churches in its geographical area. These are open to all people without charge. The

Churches welcome all families for baptisms, marriages and funerals and make their facilities available for

community use,

The Circuit continues to support a Food Bank operating in the centre of Leigh under the auspices of the

Trussell Trust.

Volunteers and the ministers of the Circuit, especialiy from Bedford and Hindley Green Churches, support

the work of Bedford Hall and Westleigh Methodist Primary Schools whose chikfren and families include

many of no or different faiths. An example is the "It's Your Move" programme designed to support children

in their transition from Primary School to High School. The schools feel privileged to be able to offer this

support to all children. The Foundation Governors continue to play a pivotai part in the life of the schools.

The Circuit had also employed a part-time schools chaplain to work in both schools.

Individual Churches within the Circuit operate a variety of community services for young and old which are

open to all regardless of faith. These include Luncheon and Coffee clubs for people and varied youth

activities.

Mission priorities were recently revised to recognise progress on earlier priorities:

"As the Leigh and Hindley Methodist Circuit we are determined.

1. To Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind. Our first priority is to worship Him, and grow

in faith;

2. To be a prayerful people;

3. To explore all God-given opportunities to share the good news of Jesus with others;

4. To be prepared to oonsider new ideas in order to extend our mssion,

5. To love and care for all God's people but especially the vulnerable and all who are struggling,

6. To encourage, support and give a voice to under 25's, building upon, and investing in, the children's snd

youth work already happening within the Circuit;

7 To continue tc work and pull together as a Circuit and as sections. "



SECTION 0
ACTIVITIES ANO ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 2

Summary of other activities.

The Ministerial Team
Reverend Katharine Bland joined the Circuit on the 1"September 2020.

Reverend John Fisher continues to work as a part-time Supernumerary.
Reverend Wilfred Robinson joined the Circuit as Superintendent Minister on the 1"September 2021.

Lay Em ployees
ln 2021/22 we started the year with three lay employees: a part-time circuit administrator, Andrea Metcaife,

a part-time kiy pastoral assistant, Eileen Graves, and a part-tirre schools chaplain, Vicky Tyrrell.

In March 2022 the funding for Eileen Groves role as a lay pastoral assistant came to an end.

In May 2022 Andrea Metcalfe resigned as the part-time circuit administrator to move to York with her

family. The job was advertised but currently we have not been able to employ a new administrator, the

role is to be relooked at.
In August 2022 Vicky Tyrrell the part-time schools chaplain came to the end of the fixed 3-year contract

and the decision was taken at the June Circuit meeting nat to renew the contract.

Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders have returned to meeting in person, with the occasional Zoom

meeting as required.

Governance
The Circuit Meeting and CLT are now able to meet in person to conduct business.

Churches and Circuit continue to carry out their legal duties in respect of pensions for lay employees, with

the circuit treasurer supporting churches to do so. GDPR requirements are also adhered to,

Circuit Property
Regular maintenance and minor improvements have been undertaken at the menses at Marsh Brook

Close, Hindley, Burton Close, Culcheth and Stour Rd, Astley to ensure that that they continue to meet the

required standards.
At the 2021 September Circuit Meeting the decision was made by the members to put Staur Road manse

up for sale. TMCP were advised and the due process for the sale was put in place. Bruton Knowles were

employed to undertake a structural survey following which Sapphire Estate agents (Leigh) were instructed

ia put the property up for sale. Sinton's Solicitors (Joanne Russeil) dealt with the legal side of the sale. At

the 31"August an aifer cf 8359,000. had been accepted but the sale had yet to be finalised.

Circuit Grants ta Churches
During 2021/2022 3 churches took advantage af the grants to churches scheme to purchase IT equipment

io help facililate streamed services and enhance their normal worship.

In March 2022 the final payment cf 55000 was paid io Culcheth Methodist Church towards their Youth for

Christ worker.

Epworth Education Trust (formerly Acorn Academy)
The Circuit continues to work closely with the two Methodist Primary Schools in Leigh

—Bedford Hall

Methodist and Wesfieigh Methodist. Both are now part of the Epworth Trust, created in November 2020

and this now includes Nutgrove Primary, Rosehill Primary, Summerseat Primary and Wesley Primary

Schools. The schools are extremely proud af their Methodist inheritance and the posifive impact it makes

upon all aspects of school life. Circuit ministers and church members have been going into both schools on

a regular basis to take assemblies and use "Open the Book". Specie I services have seen the two schools

share together. Bath schools have a number of church members on their board of foundation governors.

Both schools have a higher percentage than the national average of children supported by the additional

Pupil Premium to address the needs of those from particularly disadvantaged backgrounds. They deploy

these resources to provide a wide range of practical and learning support for these pupils, ranging from

breakfast clubs to employment of additional teaching assistants and subsidising educational trips. The

work of the pastoral managers is of great vaiue in supporting pupils from struggling families and ensuring

effective safeguarding of pupils.

In their most recent inspections as part of the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools

(SIAMS) Bedford Hall was rated as Excellent and Westleigh was rated Outstanding.



CIRCUIT
MCHPTS AND PAYSISNTS

ACCOUNTS

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

t.el h a Hindi

FOR THE YEAR ENDED
M AUGUST 2022

Cimuit

District Cimuit no

Registered Charity - Charity Regisbation number 1142tt05

If not a nagistenad chardy Her Majesty's Revenue and customs GIR AN number

(The HMRC number rs equivalent to a registered charity number in terms ol evidenoe of charitable sralus and may

be used lo give to donors or grant funders wehing Io see evidence of the organisation's charitabie status. Methodist

cherides in England and Wales that are not regrslered chaNies are excepted from registration under Statutory

Instrument 2014 hlo. 242 )
Ministers'.

Rev Wtlfred Robinson

Rev Katharine Bard

Rev John Fisher

Cimurt Stewards:

Gillian Baglee

Maureen Hibon

Thomas Martin

Treasures

Susan Fisher



ACCOUNTS FOR THE YFAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2022 Leigh & HlnrSey

SECTION A

s1 RECBPTS

a2 Assessment/Share

e3 sl icosi S
a4 Bank snd CFB Interest snd Investment

income

s5 Grants

Un-
resbtcted Circus Model Restncted

Funds Ttust Fund Funds

Note 6 6

192 632.42

Torah this year

192 632A

816.$7

Totals hst

s6 Other recei s

aT TOTAL RECBPTS 201 133.42 531&18

8 21IL73

4A2 201 668.02 18 810.02

SECTION S

b1 PAYMENTS
b2 Sbpends, salsrics, HIC, ensicn snd

travel costs

b3 Manse C ts

bi Administration elc

b5 Olstnct Assessment

b6 Grants & donations
bT

8 684.69

109 204.06

17 355.20

6 BS4.69

45 905.50

7 317.96

b8 Other

b9 TOTAL PAYMENTS

331.14

192 032.72 6l0.64

205.95

185 873.36 214 267.66

c2 Total f nds br forwsr fran Isst r

c3 Subtotal ct+c2 145 96 113STIL46

cl T osiers arid a Ust nts

SECTION C
NET RECBPTSIPAYMENTS FOR THE

ct " a7418 8 100.70 4 110A6 4A2 5 9$4.88 -31 457.64

+5~7747.$2 QQ~Q
4 8$6.72 2$3 742.SS 25T 747.92~~3

c5 TOTAL FUNDSATENOOF YEAR c3+ci 145 SBBAS 113079A6 4 696.72 263 742.5$ c8 257 747.92 cB

SECTION 0
OR INFORMATION ONLY: MONEY RECBVEO ANO PASSED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS

d th Mnou shotddnot be incl dad ln I Irecel

d1 hnce brou t forward flem last sr

s - received for erne I nisstions

s - essed lo external or nisabons

d4 ANCE S LTD SE PAID dt + -d3

meras sboveI

.Cts: rcrrriP arrl P I:
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Name af circuit Leigh 8 Hindley hlo: ogi07

Declaratiaris aftd Scrutiny

I oonhrm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 August 2022 have been

prepared fncm the records of the Cimuit and that they rnclude all funds under the controi af the Circuit

meeting.

Signature of treasurer ... .. „..)wo.c . . Dm. Ie.%II)thttrAt. , 24&

Name and address rrssagrer Mrs Susan Fisher, 23 Fellbridge Chrse, Wssthoughton, Bolton BL5 3UD

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

l COnfirm that the annual repOrt and aCCOunls for the year ended 31 August 2G22 WereNgtrl be'

presented to the Circuk meeting held or 16th February 2023

Signature af the Chair af the meeting . .. ... ... .. . ....

N Nlh Rh Nlh N. 4 . .R dWIN 4R*II h I+1„(hgR3

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

Leigh 8 Hint)Icy Circu)t

Charity Number 1143805

Responsibilities end basis of report

I report

touche

trustees on my errarnination of the accounts af the Leigh ft Hindley

Circuit for the year ended 31 August 2022 set out an pages p1 to p3. As the Circus's trustees, you are

responsible for the preparation af the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the charibes Act 2611

('the Acl').

I report in respect af my erraminatian af the Circuit's accounts carried aut under secdon 145 af the Act and, in

canying out my erramination. I have followed all the applicable Oirecbans given by the Charity Commission

under secbon 145(5)(b) af the Act

*delete or circle as appropriate



hlameof Circuit: Leigh g Hindley ko: OQOT

Independent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my atterriion in

conn schon with the examination tother than that disclosed below' which give ms cause to behave that in,

any material respect

( the accounting records were not kiapt in accordance with section 130af the Act; ar

( the accounts do nat accord with the accounbng records.

I have no concerns and have aome across no ether matters in connectbnn with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order ta enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached

I bw47have nat' obtained independent verificabon af all invesbnsnts with the Trustees for Methodist Church
Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board af the Methodist
Church which are individually in excess af F10,000 (ten thousand pounds) st the balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

hlame of independent examiner ... ..@If ~

Relevant prafessional qualification af independent examiner

' delete or circle as appropriate



SECTION E
FINANCIAL REVIEW

There are General Fund balances of f106 132, which are sufficient to meet 6 months' routine expenditure.

The high balance of 6355K held in the Circuit Model Trust Fund at August 2015 has naw been depleted to

f113K. Funds having been assigned to various dedicated CFB aocounts to help support the Circuit and

churches mission, discipleship and evangelism. Some of the projects and appointments have now come to

the end of their designated term. The Circus is currently considering how these funds can be best used to

support the work and worship of 11 churches and its 2 presbyters and part-time supernumerary presbyter.

The revised Reserves Policy is appended together with the accounts and the Independent Examiners

Report, in which no major concerns are raised.

LEGAL OBLIGATION

The trustees confirm that there are no serious incidents or ather matters, which they should have brought

to the attention of the Commission.

The trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees' Report abave at their meeting on

16"February 2023.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees:

Rev. Wilfred Robinson
chair (Superintendent Minister)

Mrs. Susan Fisher
Circuit Steward and Treasurer

Date: I 4 lRkN KO.Q 2dk3. I4 Q6nng ~
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YFAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2022 Leigh & HlnrSey

SECTION A
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a2 Assessment/Share
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Name af circuit Leigh 8 Hindley hlo: ogi07

Declaratiaris aftd Scrutiny

I oonhrm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 August 2022 have been

prepared fncm the records of the Cimuit and that they rnclude all funds under the controi af the Circuit

meeting.

Signature of treasurer ... .. „..)wo.c . . Dm. Ie.%II)thttrAt. , 24&

Name and address rrssagrer Mrs Susan Fisher, 23 Fellbridge Chrse, Wssthoughton, Bolton BL5 3UD

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

l COnfirm that the annual repOrt and aCCOunls for the year ended 31 August 2G22 WereNgtrl be'

presented to the Circuk meeting held or 16th February 2023

Signature af the Chair af the meeting . .. ... ... .. . ....

N Nlh Rh Nlh N. 4 . .R dWIN 4R*II h I+1„(hgR3

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

Leigh 8 Hint)Icy Circu)t

Charity Number 1143805

Responsibilities end basis of report

I report

touche

trustees on my errarnination of the accounts af the Leigh ft Hindley

Circuit for the year ended 31 August 2022 set out an pages p1 to p3. As the Circus's trustees, you are

responsible for the preparation af the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the charibes Act 2611

('the Acl').

I report in respect af my erraminatian af the Circuit's accounts carried aut under secdon 145 af the Act and, in

canying out my erramination. I have followed all the applicable Oirecbans given by the Charity Commission

under secbon 145(5)(b) af the Act

*delete or circle as appropriate



hlameof Circuit: Leigh g Hindley ko: OQOT

Independent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my atterriion in

conn schon with the examination tother than that disclosed below' which give ms cause to behave that in,

any material respect

( the accounting records were not kiapt in accordance with section 130af the Act; ar

( the accounts do nat accord with the accounbng records.

I have no concerns and have aome across no ether matters in connectbnn with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order ta enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached

I bw47have nat' obtained independent verificabon af all invesbnsnts with the Trustees for Methodist Church
Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board af the Methodist
Church which are individually in excess af F10,000 (ten thousand pounds) st the balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

hlame of independent examiner ... ..@If ~

Relevant prafessional qualification af independent examiner

' delete or circle as appropriate
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or
The Nlethodist Church

Leigh and Hindley Methodist Circuit

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD
1st SEPTEMSER 2020 to 31st AUGUST 2021

SECTION A
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS

Registered Charity Number: 1142005

Charity's Principal Address: Kingsleigh Methodist Church, King Street, I.eigh WN7 4LR

The Trustees who manage the charity:

Tiustee name

' Jean Aldred

i (ri I lian Bag lee

Maria(i Blbib

, Revd K Bland
' Elspeth Bnghton

Delis Caswell
David Cla orth
Janet Croiuer

Joyce Daniels

Revd. B Deslnn
' Alan Eaves

Linda l'ish

Rcvd J. Fisher
Nick Fletcher
hler sret Frecbom
Keith Garbett
Irene Goodhew
Joanne Gnusi

' hl'mreen llilton

Jsnette Hutchinson

i Janet Jennions
l Revd. B. Jones

Revd. hc Jones
Phd Kennedv
Jean Leech
Janice MacKenzte

Office (ifany}: Dates acted (Ifnot
' I'or whole year)

Chair Lay
Appouitment A
( ircuit Steward
( ircuit Meetmg
Secretary hr.

Cu cuit Steward

hlinister

Circuit Steward,
Treasurer
Sat'e uarder

World hlission

: Local Preachers
. Secretary, Synod
: Rc rcsentative.

Su nssn

Cs ciut Steward
Si mum er

Cu cuit Steward.
S nod Rc rcsiv}tative

Su naun en}
Su mum er

Name of body entnled to
a utt trustee
Fw-OAicio

Fu-OIY}cio

Astle ' 'f Ideate Church
Ex-OAicio
F~&fficio

Glaze Churcl)

Hmdle St John s Church

Glaze Church
' Ex-OtY(cto

l Ex&ltY(cio
Astle ' / T Ides Church

Ex-Vfftcio
lm-OIY}ao
Kin slei Church

B Lane ('hurch

Atherton Central Church

Atherton Central Church
(Ilsze ' Church
Ex-( ifficio

'

Culcheth Church
Hindle St John's Church
Fw-("}tY(cio

Ex-V(Y}c}o
Illlldlcv Gfcell Clllll'el}

Bedford Church

Ilindle St. John's (.'hurch

Leadership
team

Yes

Yes

l Ycs



Thvnms hfsrtin
Jean M sn
kevin Meredith
SiLssn Moone '

Vem N elson
I. nds Nuusll

David C. iiv

Anne Psnv
Revd. I. Pereirs

l Mavis Power

i Vslene Powvrsll

Doror Sim
Elizabeth Smith
Rcvd. L. Smith

Circmt Steward

hfinister

Acting
Suiierintenders
hfinister

hlsy ZID I

31 INi"(PI

Ex-OITrcio
Asrle & T ldesle ' Church

Bedford Church

ki slei Church

Bedfor&i Church
. Athertcn Cenirsl Ciiurch

Culcheih Church

Wi an Road Clssch
Ex-Officio

Isne Cllul cll
Bedford ( hiirch

' W'i an Road Church

Hindi Oreen Church
' Hx-OAicio

i Yes

Revd. V. Smith ' Supcnntendeut, Moved
hirmster ril Si)21

Susen Stewart

Echth Todd
Revd. S. Whitehead .'Iu mume
Ail(4'c'vv Wilcox
Stan W sn

Lx-OITicio

Wi an Ruad Church

leone Church

Ex-Ofncio
Bsm fur ion Church

Ram fur loi Church

SECTION 8
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAOEMENT

Description of the charity's trusts:
The governing occurrent is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976) and the charity is

oonstrtuted by Act of Pariiarrant
Trustees are appointed by local churches or arcurt organisations and the existing trustees Ministers and

circuit stewards are automatica Iiy trustees.

Induction and Training for Trustees
A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion is issued to new trustees including the leaflet 'The

Role of a Trustee m the Methodist Church' and they are offered the support cf the Circuit Meehng

Secretary. From time to time training sessions are provided on a range of aspects of the role of Trustees.

Structure
The Circuit is part of the Bolton and Rochdale Methodist District and appoints representatives to its

meeting (The Distnct Synod) and is accountable to the Methodist Conference
The Meeting of the Trustees (Circuit Meeting) is supported by a Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) which

compnses of the Ministers and Ihe Circuit Stewards. The CLT advises the Circurt Meetmg and ensures that

its decisions are enacted



Risks: A standing modest nsk to the Circuit is the ability of Churches to pay the financial assessment so
that the Circuit can meet its costs However. this risk has become much greater since the start of the Covid

pandemic two years ago The balances held by most Churches in the Circuit have been adversely aflected

by limitabons on ther sources of income during vanous lockdowns.

While Church balances were sufficien to pay most of the Circuit assessrrant in 202Q/2021 this capacity is

now under threat as Churches fundraising activities and premises lettings have not returned to pre
Pandemic capacity as yet.

A real risk of the overloading of the ministers, particularly the Supenntendent, had been identified and

Trustees appointed a part-time lay Pastoral and Preachmg Assistant to support the ministenal team and

have appointed a lay chaplain to support the work in the circuit schools. A re-distribution of pastoral charge

was agreed in June 2017 to even up the responsibilities from September 2017, and this has been effecbve

for several years. However, there is a continuing risk as rrinisters leave the circuit over bme, that the

Methodist Church may not be able to replaoe them, grven a national shortage of presbyters and the Circuit

will then have to explore further lay apprxntments

Across the Circuit some Churches are struggling to recruit new office holders, wrth some individuals feehng

unable to rebre despite long service This poses a risk to good governance and hmrts the energy available

to pursue new inrtratNes and took outwards to serve the communibes wrthin which the churches srt

The community sees Circurt and Church orgamsations as safe places and many young children and

vulnerab(e adults use them The risk of inappropriate behaviour is controlled by applicabon of the statutory

procedures for the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults Addibonally, m the year, the Circuit

updated rts Safeguarding Policy using the model that had been recommended by the Methodist Church.

Churches are responsible for ensuring that the requirements are met in all their actNibes The Circun

appoints a Safeguarding Ofrrcer supported by a Safeguarding Co-ordinator and ensures that each Church

appoints its own Safeguarding Officer. The Circuit Safeguarding Officer supports them and calls meetings

to share good practice Training sessions are made available for all those in Churches and Circuit

organisations involved in work wrth Children and Vulnerable adults. The Circuit monitors that all those who

are required to do so have attended, and is currently in hnal stages of completing an initial round of
refresher training for those whose original training was some years ago Refresher sessions of advanced

training for those in leadership roles have now been introduced and many of those required to attend have

now been trained.

SECllON C
OBJECTIVES AND ACllVITIES

Summary of the objects of the charity set out in its governing document
The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been, since the Date of Unen, the
advancement cf

(a) The Chrisban faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and disciphne of The Methodist Church,

(b) Any charkable purpose for the brne being of any Connexional. District, Circuit, local or other

organisation of The Methodist Church,

(c) Any chantable purpose for the time being of any society or msbtution subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church;

(d) Any purpose for the tiirai being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist

Church.



SECTION D
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 1

Summary of the main activities under taken for the public benefit in relations to these
objects.

The trustees confirm that they have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

The Circuit produces a quarterly preaching plan to ensure regular acts of worship take place at each of the

Methodist Churches in its geographical area. These are open to all people without charge The Churches

welcome all families for baptisms. marriages and funerals and make their facitrbes available for community

The Circuit continues to support a Food Bank operabng in the centre of Leigh under the auspices of the

Trussell Trust.

Volunteers and the ministers of the Circurt, especially from Bedford and Hindley Green Churches, support

the work of Bedford Hall and Westleig h Methodist Primary Schools whose children and families include

many of no or ddferent faiths. An example is the It's Your Move" progranvne designed to support children

in their transition from Primary School to High School. The schools feel privileged to be able to offer this

support to all children. The Foundation Governors conbnue to play a pivotal part in the life of the schools

individual Churches within the Circuit operate a variety of community services for young and old which are

open to all regardless of faith These include Luncheon and Coffee clubs for older people and varied youth

activities.

The trustees have used some of the moneys generated from the sale of redundant Churches to employ a
lay chaplain to work in the two schools.

Mission priorities were recently revised to recognise progress on earlier priorities:
"As the Leigh and Hindley Methodist Circuit we are determined'

1 To Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind Our first prionty is to worship Him, and grow

in faith;

2. To be a prayerful people,

3. To explore all God-given opportunrties to share the good news of Jesus with others;

4 To be prepared to consider new ideas in order to extend our nission;

5. To love and care for all God's people but especially the vulnerable and all who are struggling;

6 To encourage, support and give a voice to under 25's, building upon, and investing in, the children's and

youth work already happening within the CxcuiL

7 To conbnue to work and pull together as a Circuit and as sections. "



SECTION 0
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Part 2

Sunattary of other activities.

The Ministerial Team
Reverend Katharine Bland joined the Circuit on the 1"September 2020.
Reverend John Fisher continues to work as a pari-bme Supernumerary.
Reverend Len Pereira retired from the Circuit in August 2021
Reverend Wilfred Rotxnson has agreed to commence his position as Superintendent Minister on
1' September 2021.
Reverend Vivienne Smith (Supenntendent Minister) left the Circuit at Easter 2021 to help out in her new
Circua
Reverend Luke Smith took over as caretaker Supenntendent until August 2021.

Lay Employees
In 2020/21 there were three lay employees a part-time circuit administrator, Andrea Metcalfe, a part-time

lay pastoral assistant, Eileen Groves, and a part-time schools chaplain, Vicky Tyrrell.

Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
Groups have continued to meet in person and Zoom as allowed
Governance

The Circuit met in person as alkxwed and conducted business remotely by email and Zoom when
necessary, as did Circuit Leadership Team and Circuit Invitation Committee
Churches and Circuit conbnue to carry out their legal dubes in respect of pensions for lay employees, v«th

the circuit treasurer suppoibng churches to do so GDPR requirements are also adhered to.

Circuit Property
Regular maintenance and minor improvements have been undertaken at the menses at Marsh Brook
Close, Hindley, Burton Close, Culcheth and Stour Rd, Astley to ensure that that they continue to meet the
required standards

Circuit Grants to Churches
The resources, which the Circurt set aside in 2015, to alkiw each Church to further its mission priorities,
have now been expended A new scheme of grants to Churches had been introduced but was then

repurposed dunng the year to focus on equipment to facilitate setting up IT required to stream services

into Churches and continue Church business during lockdown.

Epworth Trust (formerly Acorn Academy)
The Circua conbnues to work closely with the two Methodist Pnmary Schools in Leigh —Bedford Hall

Methodist and Wesbergh Methodist Both are now part of the Epworth Trust created m November 2020
and this now includes Nutgrove Primary, Rosehill Pnmary, Summerseat Primary and Wesley Primary
Schools The schools are extremely proud of their Methodist inheritance and the positive impact rt makes
upon all aspects of school life Education Sunday services in chapel were suspended dunng the panderixc
and in addition, school governors met via zoom for Local Advisory Board meebngs. Obviously visits into
school by both church members and governors were deemed unsafe dunng this time also.
Both schools have a higher percentage than the nabonal average of children supported by the additional

Pupil Premium to address the needs of those from parbcularly disadvantaged backgrounds, They deploy
these resources to provide a wide range of practical and learning support for these pupils, ranging from
breakfast clubs to employment cf addrbonal teaching assistants and subsidising educational trips The
work of the pastoral managers is of great value in supporting pupils from struggling families and ensuring
effective safeguarding of pupils.
Both schools have been judged as Outstanding in their most recent inspecbons as part of the outcry
Inspecbon of Anglican and Methodist Schools.



SECTION E
FINANCIAL REVIEW

There are General Fund balances of F93,889, which are lust sufficient to meet 6 months' routine

expenditure. Capital receipts from sales of surplus pro perbes in recent years had led to much greater
reserves in the Circuit Model Trust Fund (CMTFi than the circuit has held in the past, leading the urcuit to
review the Reserves Policy and develop mechanisms to ensure resources are used to support mission,

discipleship, and evangelism Trustees have idenbfied a range of specitic projects and appointments as
key steps in delivering the agreed mission priorities and implementabon is now well under way Once
resources are allocated to these initiatives moneys are drawn down from the CMTF and placed in

dedicated accounts at the Central Finance Board. The revised Reserves Policy is appended together with

the accounts and the independent examine(s report, in which no major ooncerns are raised

LEOAL OBLIGATION

The trustees confirm that there are no serious inudents or other matters, which they should have brought

to the atlention of the Commission.

The trustees declare that they have approved the Trustees' Report above at their meeting on 17 February

2022.

Signed on behalf the charity's trustees:

Rev Robinson
Chair (Superintendent Minister)

Mrs Susan Fisher
Circuit Steward and Treasurer

Date: ll 5 2 202-2



CIRCUIT
RECSPTS ANO PAYIIIENTS

ACCOUNTS

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

Lel h a Hindi

FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 AUGUST 2021

Registered charity - charity Regfstradon number 1142805

If not a registered charay Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs t|iR Aid number

(The HMRC number is equivalent to a registered chanty number in terms of evidence of charitable status and may
be used to give to donors or grant fvnders wishing io see evidence cf the organ»ebon's chantable status Methodist
chenbes in England and Wales that are not registered chanties are excepted from registrabon under Statutory
Instrun»nt 2014 No 242 )
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Rev Katharine Elland

Rev Len Pereira

Rev John Fisher

Circua Stewards
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDEO 31 AUOU ST 2021
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Nome or ClrcuL Leigh 4 Hlndley No: ggNT

Oeclaratlona and Scrutiny

I congrm that dwae Receipt end paymenl based ax»uma ibr Ihe year to 31 August 2021 have been
prepared from gw reoords of gw Circuit and swt Ihey inchrds sa funds under the control of gw Circuit
meeeng.

Signstum of aeesurer

Name snd address of treasurer. . . . Dr Elspath Snghton

32 Wadeson Wsy. Croft, Wanlngton, WA3 7JS

Daas. .......r Jxj.wx.k

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

I conlinn dwt the annual report snd accouids for sw year ended 31 August 2021 werehrlses

presented to 5» cbcult meegng hald on ..l.3 ....FIW

Signaarm cf the Chair of the

N ~Alla choral IN mmlny fvt. . .li I ll ~n t)Ns. !. o

independent Examiner'e Report to the Trtieteee of the

Leigh 4 Hindle)f Clrettlt

Charey Number 11agege

I report to the truswas on my exsminagon of ths accounts cf the Leiph s Hinder
circuit for sw year ended 31 August 2021 set oul on pages p1 to p3. Ae the circuit's «uswes. you srs
responsgde lbr gw preparason cf the accoums in accordanc» wgh 5» requireriwnts of gw Chari5es Aa
2011 (the Acr).

I report in respect of my examina5on of the Circuit's accounts canwd oul under secbon 145 of Ihe Act
and. in csnying out my exsnunsbon. I have foaowed ab Ihe ppa 'colds Obecdons given by Ihs charily
Comrrxssion under sscgon 145(5)(b) of Ihe Act.



Name of Circuit: Leigh 4 Hindley No: ggftfy

Independent Examiner's Stalement

I have completed my examlnauon. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination (other than that disclosed beknv I whkh give me cause to beaeve
that kt, eny materiel respect:

~ the accounenp records were not kept in accordaxe with section 130 of the Act: or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounarxt records.

I have no concerns and have acme across no other matters fit connecdon with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding ot the
accounts to be reached other than the following:

Independent evkfenoe is unavailable to support the characterisation of payments made to one ol the
circurTs ministers totalling 2945 recorded as 'tor benevolence' in Ihe Circuit's records (disdosed in

the accounts as "other payments"L The unavaikrbility of evidence reaects the circus's
understanding of the confidentiality rertuked by Standing order 527.
I have not obtained independent verifkatkn of all Investments with the Trustees for Mettxxast church
Purposes or hekl in other trusts. bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methotast Church whkh are individually in excess of 210,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
sheet date.

Signature of indepedent examiner . .„h6.n ..".3, ...;.n, ...„.,

Name of independent examiner .. . . . David John Ftarclough

Refiivant professional qualification ol independent examiner .... , FCA

Name cf firm (where appropriate), . N/A

Address ............6, Doeford Close, Culcheth, Cheshire

Post Code . WAS 4DL

Date ....22 February 2022

delete or cir6e as appropriate
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Nome or ClrcuL Leigh 4 Hlndley No: ggNT

Oeclaratlona and Scrutiny

I congrm that dwae Receipt end paymenl based ax»uma ibr Ihe year to 31 August 2021 have been
prepared from gw reoords of gw Circuit and swt Ihey inchrds sa funds under the control of gw Circuit
meeeng.

Signstum of aeesurer

Name snd address of treasurer. . . . Dr Elspath Snghton

32 Wadeson Wsy. Croft, Wanlngton, WA3 7JS

Daas. .......r Jxj.wx.k

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

I conlinn dwt the annual report snd accouids for sw year ended 31 August 2021 werehrlses

presented to 5» cbcult meegng hald on ..l.3 ....FIW

Signaarm cf the Chair of the

N ~Alla choral IN mmlny fvt. . .li I ll ~n t)Ns. !. o

independent Examiner'e Report to the Trtieteee of the

Leigh 4 Hindle)f Clrettlt

Charey Number 11agege

I report to the truswas on my exsminagon of ths accounts cf the Leiph s Hinder
circuit for sw year ended 31 August 2021 set oul on pages p1 to p3. Ae the circuit's «uswes. you srs
responsgde lbr gw preparason cf the accoums in accordanc» wgh 5» requireriwnts of gw Chari5es Aa
2011 (the Acr).

I report in respect of my examina5on of the Circuit's accounts canwd oul under secbon 145 of Ihe Act
and. in csnying out my exsnunsbon. I have foaowed ab Ihe ppa 'colds Obecdons given by Ihs charily
Comrrxssion under sscgon 145(5)(b) of Ihe Act.



Name of Circuit: Leigh 4 Hindley No: ggftfy

Independent Examiner's Stalement

I have completed my examlnauon. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination (other than that disclosed beknv I whkh give me cause to beaeve
that kt, eny materiel respect:

~ the accounenp records were not kept in accordaxe with section 130 of the Act: or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounarxt records.

I have no concerns and have acme across no other matters fit connecdon with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding ot the
accounts to be reached other than the following:

Independent evkfenoe is unavailable to support the characterisation of payments made to one ol the
circurTs ministers totalling 2945 recorded as 'tor benevolence' in Ihe Circuit's records (disdosed in

the accounts as "other payments"L The unavaikrbility of evidence reaects the circus's
understanding of the confidentiality rertuked by Standing order 527.
I have not obtained independent verifkatkn of all Investments with the Trustees for Mettxxast church
Purposes or hekl in other trusts. bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Methotast Church whkh are individually in excess of 210,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
sheet date.

Signature of indepedent examiner . .„h6.n. .".3, ...;.n, ...„., „,.. .. , .

Name of independent examiner .. . . . David John Ftarclough

Refiivant professional qualification ol independent examiner .... , FCA

Name cf firm (where appropriate), . N/A

Address ............6, Doeford Close, Culcheth, Cheshire

Post Code . WAS 4DL

Date ....22 February 2022

delete or cir6e as appropriate
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Leigh and Hindley Methodist Circuit  

 
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 

1st SEPTEMBER 2019 to 31st AUGUST 2020 
 

SECTION A  
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS 

 
Registered Charity Number:  1142805 
 
Charity’s Principal Address: Kingsleigh Methodist Church, King Street, Leigh WN7 4LR 
 
The Trustees who manage the charity: 
 

Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted 
(if not for 
whole year) 

Name of body entitled 
to appoint trustee  

Member of 
Leadership 
Team 

Jean Aldred Chair Lay 
Employment; 
Circuit steward 

 Circuit Trustees 
 
Ex officio 

Yes 

Gillian Baglee Circuit Steward 
Circuit Meeting 
Secretary 

 Circuit Trustees Yes 

Marian Bilsbury    Astley/Tyldesley Church  

Katharine Bland Minister  Culcheth Church Yes 

Elspeth Brighton Circuit Steward 
and Treasurer 

 Ex officio Yes 

Delia Caswell   Glazebury Church  

David Clayworth World Mission  Circuit Trustees  

Janet Crozier   Glazebury Church  

Joyce Daniels Secretary to Local 
Preachers' 
Meeting; Synod 
representative 

 Ex officio  

Revd Bruce Deakin Supernumerary  Ex officio  

Alan Eaves   Astley/Tyldesley Church  

Linda Fish Circuit Steward  Ex officio Yes 

Revd John Fisher Supernumerary  Ex officio  

Nick Fletcher   Kingsleigh Church  

Margaret Freeborn   Bag Lane Church  

Keith Garbett   Atherton Central Church  

Irene Goodhew   Atherton Central Church  

Joanne Grundy   Glazebury Church  

Florence Hatton   Ex officio 
 

 

Maureen Hilton Synod 
representative 

 Ex officio  

Janette Hutchinson   Culcheth Church  

Janet Jennions   St John’s Church  

Rev Brian Jones Supernumerary  Ex officio   

Rev Mary Jones Supernumerary  Ex officio Yes 

Philip Kennedy   Hindley Green Church  

Jean Leech   Bedford Church  

Janice MacKenzie   St John’s   

Roddy Marr Circuit Steward  Ex officio Yes 
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Thomas Martin Circuit Steward  Ex officio Yes 

Jean Maryan   Astley/Tyldesley Church  

Kevin Meredith   Bedford Church  

Susan Mooney Circuit Steward  Kingsleigh Church  

Vera Nelson Methodist Women 
in Britain 

 Circuit Trustees  

Lynda Nuttall   Atherton Central Church  

David Ogilvy   Culcheth Church  

Anne Parry   Wigan Road  

Rev Len Pereira Minister  Ex officio Yes 

Mavis Power   Bag Lane Church   

Valerie Pownall   Bedford Church  

Vicky Robinson   Hindley Green Church  

Dorothy Simm   Wigan Road Church   

Elizabeth Smith   Hindley Green Church   

Revd Vivienne Smith Superintendent 
Minister 

 Ex officio Yes 

Susan Stewart   Wigan Road Church  

Edith Todd   Bag Lane Church  

Revd Sue Whitehead Supernumerary  Ex officio  

Andrew Wilcox   Bamfurlong Church  

Stan Worgan   Bamfurlong Church  

 
 
Name and addresses of advisers consulted by the Trustees: 
 
Platt and Fishwicks, Solicitors. The Old Bank, 47 King Street, Wigan WN1 1DB 
 
Borron Shaw, Estate Agents. 161 Park Road, Wigan WN6 7AG 
 
 

SECTION B 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 

 
Description of the charity’s trusts: 
The governing document is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976) and the 
charity is constituted by Act of Parliament. 
Trustees are appointed by local churches or circuit organisations and the existing trustees. Ministers 
and circuit stewards are automatically trustees. 
 
Induction and Training for Trustees 
A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion is issued to new trustees including the leaflet 
‘The Role of a Trustee in the Methodist Church’ and they are offered the support of the Circuit 
Meeting Secretary. From time to time training sessions are provided on a range of aspects of the role 
of Trustees.  
 
Structure 
The Circuit is part of the Bolton and Rochdale Methodist District and appoints representatives to its 
meeting (The District Synod) and is accountable to the Methodist Conference.  
The Meeting of the Trustees (Circuit Meeting) is supported by a Circuit Leadership Team (CLT) 
comprising the Ministers and the Circuit Stewards. The CLT advises the circuit meeting and ensures 
that its decisions are enacted.  
 
 
Risks:  A standing risk to the circuit is the ability of churches to pay the financial assessment so that 
the circuit can meet its costs. The controls in place include discussion of the circuit's budget with the 
treasurers of all churches and very limited delegation of spending from the Circuit Meeting.   
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A real risk of the overloading of the ministers, particularly the Superintendent, had been identified and 
Trustees appointed a part-time lay Pastoral and Preaching Assistant to support the ministerial team 
and have appointed a lay chaplain to support the work in the circuit schools. A re-distribution of 
pastoral charge was agreed in June 2017 to even up the responsibilities from September 2017, and 
this continues to be effective. 
 
Across the circuit some churches are struggling to recruit new office holders, with some individuals 
feeling unable to retire despite long service. This poses a risk to good governance and limits the 
energy available to pursue new initiatives and look outwards to serve the communities within which 
the churches sit. 

  
Circuit and Church organisations are seen by the community as safe places and many young children 
and vulnerable adults use them. The risk of inappropriate behaviour is controlled by application of the 
statutory procedures for the Safeguarding of Children and Vulnerable Adults. Additionally, in the year, 
the Circuit updated its safeguarding policy using the model that had been recommended by the 
Methodist Church. Churches are responsible for ensuring that the requirements are met in all their 
activities. The Circuit appoints a Safeguarding Officer supported by a Safeguarding Co-ordinator and 
ensures that each church appoints its own safeguarding officer. The Circuit Safeguarding Officer 
supports them and calls meetings to share good practice. Training sessions are made available for all 
those in churches and circuit organisations involved in work with children and vulnerable adults. The 
Circuit monitors that all those who are required to do so have attended, and is currently in final stages 
of completing an initial round of refresher training for those whose original training was some years 
ago. Refresher sessions of advanced training for those in leadership roles has now been introduced 
and many of those required to attend have now been trained. 
 
  
 

 SECTION C 
OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

 
Summary of the objects of the charity set out in its governing document: 
The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been, since the Date of 
Union, the advancement of: 
 
(a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist 

Church; 
(b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other 

organisation of The Methodist Church; 
(c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to 

The Methodist Church; 
(d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The 

Methodist Church. 
 

 

SECTION D 
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

Part 1 
Summary of the main activities undertaken for the public benefit in relations to these 

objects. 

 
The trustees confirm that they have had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public 
benefit. 
 
The Circuit produces a quarterly preaching plan to ensure regular acts of worship take place at each 
of the Methodist Churches in its geographical area.  These are open to all people without charge. The 
churches welcome all families for baptisms, marriages and funerals and make their facilities available 
for community use. 
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The Circuit continues to support a Food Bank operating in the centre of Leigh under the auspices of 
the Trussell Trust and working with other agencies such as the Citizens Advice Bureau.  
 
As a new venture the circuit held a congregational “Big Sing” and has produced and sold a CD of the 
event, with proceeds donated to a homeless charity in Leigh. 
 
Volunteers and the ministers of the Circuit, especially from Bedford and Hindley Green churches, 
support the work of Bedford Hall and Westleigh Methodist Primary Schools whose children and 
families include many of no or different faiths. An example is the “It’s Your Move” programme 
designed to support children in their transition from Primary School to High School. The schools feel 
privileged to be able to offer this support to all children. The Foundation Governors continue to play a 
pivotal part in the life of the schools.  
 
Individual churches within the Circuit operate a variety of community services for young and old which 
are open to all regardless of faith. These include luncheon and coffee clubs for older people and 
varied youth activities.  
 
The circuit’s own youth group “Explore” now operates under the aegis of one of the circuit’s churches.   
The trustees have used some of the moneys generated from the sale of redundant churches to 
employ a lay chaplain to work in the two schools.  
 
Mission priorities were recently revised to recognise progress made in working towards earlier 
priorities: 
 
“As Leigh and Hindley Methodist Circuit we are determined: 

1. To Love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind. Our first priority is to worship Him, 
and grow in faith; 
 

2. To be a prayerful people; 
 

3. To explore all God-given opportunities to share the good news of Jesus with others;  
 

4. To be prepared to consider new ideas in order to extend our mission; 
 

5. To love and care for all God’s people but especially the vulnerable and all who are struggling; 
 

6. To encourage, support and give a voice to under 25’s, building upon, and investing in, the 
children’s and youth work already happening within the circuit; 
 

7. To continue to work and pull together as a circuit and as sections.” 
 

Considerable progress is being made in delivering these priorities, with a programme of grants to 
support churches in their mission and the appointment of lay staff to take the work forward. The circuit 
is now in the process of taking stock and exploring Fresh Expressions of mission and worship. The 
circuit is also reflecting on the appropriate mix of lay and ministerial staff to deliver its mission in 
future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION D 
ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Part 2 
Summary of other activities.   
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The Ministerial Team 
Reverend Vivienne Smith was invited to continue in the role of Superintendent Minister for a further 
five years from 2018 to 2023 and Rev Andrew Bradley will now leave the circuit in 2020. 
 
Lay Employees  
In 2018/19 there were three lay employees: a part-time circuit administrator, Andrea Metcalfe, a part-
time lay pastoral assistant, Eileen Groves, and a part-time schools chaplain, Catherine Preece. 
 
Local Preachers and Worship Leaders 
Several people continued their training as worship leaders during the year and now make a growing 
contribution to services within the circuit. Neil Whitehead is now a local preacher on trial. 
 
Governance 
In the year the Circuit met three times at different churches and there were meetings of church 
stewards.  The latter is a new initiative to meet twice a year to share good practice and news of 
activities and has been warmly welcomed. 
Churches and Circuit continue to carry out their legal duties in respect of pensions for lay employees, 
with the circuit treasurer supporting churches to do so. GDPR requirements are also adhered to. 
 
Circuit Property  
Regular maintenance and minor improvements have been undertaken at the manses at Marsh Brook 
Close, Hindley, Burton Close, Culcheth and Stour Rd, Astley to ensure that that they continue to meet 
the required standards.   
 
Circuit Grants to Churches 
The resources which the circuit set aside in 2015, to allow each church to further its mission priorities, 
have now been expended. A new scheme of grants to churches involving a greater contribution form 
the church’s own resources and from match funding has now been introduced. 
 
Acorn Academy 
The Circuit continues to work closely with the two Methodist Primary Schools. Both schools are over-
subscribed, and numbers are increasing at Westleigh, with building alterations to accommodate the 
growing roll. The schools are extremely proud of their Methodist inheritance and the positive impact it 
makes upon all aspects of school life. Both held Education Sunday services which were well attended 
and inspirational in the celebration of education within a Methodist school. Both schools have a higher 
percentage than the national average of children supported by the additional Pupil Premium to 
address the needs of those from particularly disadvantaged backgrounds. They deploy these 
resources to provide a wide range of practical and learning support for these pupils, ranging from 
breakfast clubs to employment of additional teaching assistants and subsidising educational trips. The 
work of the pastoral managers is of great value in supporting pupils from struggling families and 
ensuring effective safeguarding of pupils. Both schools have been judged as Outstanding in their 
most recent inspections as part of the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools. A 
serious fire in March 2018 affected the main building at Westleigh Methodist Primary School. Thanks 
to the strenuous efforts of school staff, and many others, the school was able to re-open for the 
summer term using a mix of temporary and permanent accommodation. Permanent repair work was 
completed during the summer holidays ready for the autumn term 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SECTION E   

FINANCIAL REVIEW 
 
There are healthy General Fund balances of £110,330 which are amply sufficient to meet 6 months’ 
routine expenditure. Capital receipts from sales of surplus properties in recent years had led to much 
greater reserves in the Circuit Model Trust Fund (CMTF) than the circuit has held in the past, leading 
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the circuit to review the Reserves Policy and develop mechanisms to ensure resources are used to 
support mission, discipleship, and evangelism. Trustees have identified a range of specific projects 
and appointments as key steps in delivering the agreed mission priorities and implementation is now 
well under way. Once resources are allocated to these initiatives moneys are drawn down from the 
CMTF and placed in dedicated accounts at the Central Finance Board. The revised Reserves Policy 
is appended together with the accounts and the independent examiner’s report, in which no concerns 
are raised. 
 
 
 

LEGAL OBLIGATION 
 

The trustees confirm that there are no serious incidents or other matters which they should have 
brought to the attention of the Commission.     
 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above at their meeting on               
25 February 2020. 
 
 
 
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev Vivienne G. Smith     Dr Elspeth Brighton 

Chair (Superintendent Minister)   Senior Circuit Steward and Treasurer 
 
Date:        Date: 



SECTION E
FINANCIAL REVIEW

There are healthy General Fund balances of €96,795 which are just sufficient to meet 6 months'
routine expenditure. Capital receipts from sales of surplus properties in recent years had led to much
greater reserves in the Circuit Model Trust Fund (CMTF) than the circuit has held in the past, leading
the circuit to review the Reserves Policy and develop mechanisms to ensure resources are used to
support mission, discipleship, and evangelism. Trustees have identified a range of specific projects
and appointments as key steps in delivering the agreed mission priorities and implementation is now
well under way. Once resources are allocated to these initiatives moneys are drawn down from the
CMTF and placed in dedicated accounts at the Central Finance Board. The revised Reserves Policy
is appended together with the accounts and the independent examiner's report, in which no major
concerns are raised.

LEGAL OBLIGATION

The trustees confirm that there are no serious incidents or other matters which they should have
brought to the attention of the Commission.

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above at their meeting on
23 February 2021.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

\I

Rev Vivienne G. Smith
Chair (Superintendent M inister)

Date: ec ll )A r

Dr Elspeth Brighton
Senior Circuit Steward and Treasurer

Date: fr lS Il\
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CIRCUIT
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

ACCOUNTS

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

h&Hin Circuit

FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 AUGUST 2O2O

District Gircuit no 06107

Registered Charity - Charity Registration number 1142805

lf not a registered charity Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs Gift Aid number

(The HMRC number is equivalent to a registered charity number in terms of evidence of charitable status
and may be used to give to donors or grant funders wishing to see evidence of the organisation's charitable
status. ttlethodist charities in England and Wales that are not registered charities are excepted from
registration under Statutory lnstrument 2014 No.242)

Ministers:

Rev Vivienne Smith

Rev Andrew Bradley

Rev Len Pereira

Rev John Fisher

Circuit Stewards:

Roddy Marr

Vicky Bilsbury-Robinson (part year)

Jean Aldred

Gillian Baglee

Thomas Martin

Linda Fish

Treasurer:

Elspeth Briqhton
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2O2O

Un - Circuit
restricted Model Trust Restricted
Funds Fund Funds

f f

SECT]ON C

c1

NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS FOR
THE YEAR (a7-b9) -35,959.50 -13,336.91

Leigh & Hindley Circuit

f

Totals this
year

f
183,475.78

2,106.31

5,000.00

4,311.41

194,893.50 (a8)

Totals last
year

f
184,486.30

2,462.60

62.80

4,454.65

191,466.35

-49,296.4',1 -27,641.82

SECTION A

a1 RECEIPTS Note

a2 AssessmenUShare 183,475.78

a3 Capital receipts
a4 Bank and CFB interest and

lnvestment income 1,035.09 1,071.22

a5 Grants 5,000.00

4,311.41a6 Other receipts

a7 TOTAL RECEIPTS 193,822.28 1,071.22 I
SECTION B

b1 PAYMENTS
b2 Stipends, salaries, NlC, Pension and

travel costs 148,902.25

b3 Manse Costs 13,533.03

b4 Administration etc 11,555.53

b5 District Assessment 38,756.00 4,142.43

b6 Grants & donations 5,000.00 10,000.00
b7

b8 Other payments 12,034.97 265.70

229,781.78 14,408.13b9 TOTAL PAYMENTS I

148,902.25

13,533.03

11,555.53

42,898.43

15,000.00

12,300.67

244,189.91 (bs)

143,504.33

13,934.13

8,064.78

42,201.12

2,000.00

9,403.81

219,108.17

c2 Total funds brouqht fonruard from last vear 200,961.64 132,848.67 4,691.66 338,501.97 (c6) 366,143.79

c3 Sub total (ct+s211 16s,002.14 119,511.76 4,691.66 289,205.56 338,501.97

c4 Transfers and adiustments (c7)

c5 TOTAL FUNDS AT END OF YEAR 1ca+c+11 16s,002.141 1i9,s11.761 4,691.66 338,501.97 (c6)289,205.56

SECTION D

d

d1 ht forward from lastBalance r 225.00

d2 - received for external

d3 225.00to external organisations

1+d2-d3BALANCE STILL TO BE PAID

FOR INFORMATION ONLY: MONEY RECEIVED AND PASSED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS
amounts should not be included in total above)

d4

2015 Circuit R and P.xls 1of1



lnternal Organisation would normally be Restricted funds unless it could be clearly shown that they could be used for any Methodist purpose. This
must be completed to arrive at the gross receipts and payments totals of the Circuit. lf gross income exceeds the Accruals threshold of f250,000,

the Arcruals method of accounting AND A DIFFERENT FORM must be used to report the accounts (see Methodist website). Please refer to the
notes regarding transfers between the Circuit and connected Circuit Organisations.

Note that anreporting to theyear

Net Receipts/
Pavments

-49,296.41

49,296.41
Continue on a separate
sheet if necessary and bring
the totals forward

SECTION F

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

CIRCUIT FUNDS HELD at 3,1 2020

g1 lnvestments (include Endowments)

s2 Land and Buildings (at lnsurance value)

Other Assets

a4 Loan(s) - show amount outstanding at year end

Other Liabilities

f4 lnclude only Funds held at the Central Finance Board
f5 lnclude only CFB Funds held at Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
g1 Include any other investments (not the cash element of TMCP trust accounts this is inserted in line f5)

Leigh and Hindley Circuit

Closinq balances

(e'l2l

289,205.56 (c8)

289,20s.56 (v)

Adiustments

(c7)

Opening
balances

(e11)

338,501.97 (c6)

338,501.97 {x)

OPENING
BALANCES

2019

87 1 .3'1 8

CLOSING
BALANCES

At

2020

898.337

At

INTERNAL
ORGANISATIONS

e1

e2

e3

e4

e5

e6

e'7

e8

Sub total of lntemal
Organisations funds

e9

Circuit accounts (totals
brought forward from
page2-totalscolumn)

el0

IOIAL CASH FUNDS
HELD BY CIRCUIT

,189.91

1

TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL

PAYMENTS

H

289.97

34.318.90

130,393.27

124,203.42

289,205.s6 (c8)

(e12\

289,205.56 (v)

SECTION G

f1 Cash in hand

f2 Bank Current Account

f4 Central Finance Board

f5 Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

f6 Other funds

f] SUB TOTAL

f8
Total funds held by lnternal Organisations (the closing
balance totals above) (e l 2)

f9 TOTAL CASH FUNDS HELD BY CIRCUIT

25,168.55

175,793.09

137,540.33

338,501.97 (c6)

(e11)

338,s01.97 (x)

2015 Circuit R and P.xls 1of1



Name of Circuit: Leigh & Hindley No: 06/07

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 3'1 August 2020 have been
prepared from the records of the Circuit and that they include all funds under the control of the Circuit
meeting

Signature of treasurer Date...

Brighton, 32 Wadeson Way, Croft,

'er.l.r.J.q.\

Warrington WA3 7JS

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2020 were/will be*

presented to the Circuit meeting held on 23 February 2A21

Name and address of treasurer: Dr

Signature of the Chair of the meeting i,u t

Name of the Chair of the meeting: Revd Vivienne G. Smith...... Date .... XAIAi\L



Name of Circuit: Leigh & Hindley No: 06107

lndependent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

Leigh & Hindley Circuit

Charity Number 1142805

Responsibilities and basis of report

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Leigh and Hindley
Circuit for the year ended 31 August 2020 set out on pages 1 to 3" As the Circuit's trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities
Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Circuit's accounts carried out under section 145 of the
Act and, in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 1a5(5)(b) of the Act.

lndependent Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination" I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed below*) which give me cause to believe
that in, any material respect:

. the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

. the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

sheet date. .. AL\r l) {l
Signatureofindependentexaminer rJi?^{r4./.i.:.r.,..

Name of independent examiner ...... David John Fairclough

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner

Name of firm (where appropriate) ...... N/A

Address ...... 6 Doeford Close, Culcheth, Cheshire,

Date ...... 5 April 2021

" detrete or circle as appropriate

Sep-20

FCA

Post Code ... ... WA3 4DL

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached other than the following:
lndependent evidence is unavailable to supporl the characterisalion of payments made to one of the
Circuit's ministers totalling t2,000 recorded as "for benevolence" in the Circuit's records (disclosed in
the Accounts as "Other Payments"). The unavailability of evidence reflects the circuit's
understanding of the confidentiality required by Standing order 527.

I have obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist Church
Purposes or held in other trusts, bank baiances and funds at the Central Finance Board of the
Ivlethodist Church which are individually in excess of t10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the balance
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