
Directors’ Report Magdalen Road Studios September 2022-September 2023

Magdalen Road Studios was established in August 1999 with the aim of providing affordable
studio space in Oxford. 

Magdalen Road Studios was registered as a charity in May 2011. Its objective is to promote 
the visual arts to the general public through direct engagement with artists in a studio 
setting. To achieve this objective the charity provides and manages affordable studios and 
exhibition space and creates opportunities for the public to participate in the visual arts 
within this setting.

The Studios offer a programme of free exhibitions and art education for all ages and 
regularly welcomes the public to interact with artists and art work during open studio days 
and in the newly opened Magdalen Art Space which is used for exhibitions, workshops and 
talks. At the time of this report, there are 22 artists with varying practices occupying the 
studios who are required to contribute to the life of the studios as a whole.

Board of Trustees

Magdalen Road Studios is overseen by a board of Trustees supported by a Studio Manager 
and the Studio Members themselves.

Currently this board comprises:

Amanda Jewell (Chair)
Tom Hunter (Deputy Chair and Treasurer)
Stephen Snoddy
Sean Hand
Lucy Stopford (Artist Trustee)
David Cumberbatch

During the period covered by the report the Trustees met 6 times. The Studios’ accountant 
was Panthera Accounting, Wantage.

The Magdalen Road Studios Year 2022-2023

The Studio Director Miff Crockford ceased to work for the charity in October 2022 having 
completed the renovation project she had been employed to oversee. After considering the 
charity’s finances, it was decided that savings had to be made and consequently that there 
was not the money to employ a Director in addition to a Studio Manager. The Studios are 
grateful to Miff for everything she achieved.

The Studio Manager Louisa Johnson also left her role in October 2022 and was replaced by 
Annabelle Hondier in November 2022. Annabelle has been employed to work 5 hours per 
week at the Studios. She has been very instrumental in helping to re-establish the running of
the Studios after a long period of disruption following Covid and then closure while major 
renovation took place.



The Re-opening of the Studios

Following a lengthy renovation project with the replacement of the entire roof in Unit B, 
insulation and reconfiguring work and a new heating and lighting system, the Studios re-
opened and we have enjoyed 100% Studio occupancy this year.

Work has been undertaken largely by the Trustees to finish off the work and ensure Fire and
Health and Safety compliance. A new fire alarm system was installed in Unit B in the autumn
of 2022 and a new safety compliant lock was fitted to the main door. Fire extinguishers and 
signage have been added in both Units and thorough Fire Safety assessment has taken 
place.

Following a donation of paint by Dulux, redecoration of the corridors and Magdalen Art 
Space has taken place. The floor was taken up and improved in Magdalen Art Space ready 
for exhibitions and workshops. The toilet has a new basin and has been repainted and the 
kitchen has been renovated and redecorated by Studios Members, Trustees and an external 
contractor.

All Studios policies have been updated including a Social Media policy.

Magdalen Art Space launched itself as an exhibitions venue in May 2023 with an exhibition 
by Studio Members and then as a Photo Oxford venue. The space was hired by three 
outside artists for Oxfordshire Art Weeks in late May 2023. There have many successful 
exhibitions and workshops in this space since then, including the Young Artist Competition 
which was run by the Oxford Art Society. The space is available free of charge to Studio 
Members for a week once a year and thereafter at a discounted rate. There is a different 
rate for external artists which is marginally more expensive but still subsidised in order to 
provide affordable exhibition space to artists in the community. Several charities have been 
able to hire the space at very discounted rates. In the autumn of 2022, Miff Crockford and 
Louisa Johnson used the space to take part in the Oxford Light Festival in collaboration with 
Pegasus Theatre.

Studio Finances

Following the renovation, the Studios arranged a £10, 000 overdraft facility with the Co-
operative Bank to ease cash flow while the tail end of grants secured the previous year 
came in and to pay for essentials like the new Fire Alarm system. The revenue from 
Magdalen Art Space has been very helpful in reducing this overdraft and the Studio is now 
no longer dependent on this.

January 2023 saw the start of sponsorship from Magdalen College School who paid the 
Studios £3,500 for a studio for the school’s Artist in Residence and the use of the Studios for 
workshops and exhibitions for their students. This has proved very successful and has 
continued at a rate of £5,000 per annum.



In May 2023 the Trustees were compelled to increase Studio rents by 10% in line with a 
significant increase in the rent charged by our landlord Hailmac and big rises in energy costs.
All artists have accepted this increase.

The Studios continue to build on consolidating the finances after a challenging period and 
the Trustees are encouraged by the current trajectory. 
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