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The trustees present their report and the unaudited financial statements for the year ended 30 April 
2025. Included within the trustees’ report is the directors’ report as required by company law. 

Reference and administrative information set out on page 1 forms part of this report. The financial 
statements comply with current statutory requirements, the memorandum and articles of association 
and the Statement of Recommended Practice - Accounting and Reporting by Charities: SORP applicable 
to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS 102. 

 

Objectives and activities 
The aims of our charity are to tackle the issues of social injustice and global inequality by working with 
organisations that have a disruptive and radical approach to addressing these problems. Most 
organisations the charity works with are based in India, Africa or the United Kingdom. 

Our work is focused on supporting institutions that work to reduce inequality and tackle social injustice. 
The charity operates as an incubator, identifying new organisations with innovative approaches to long-
term issues, providing seed funding, financial support, and expertise to enable their growth and 
sustainability. 

Grant making policy 

Savannah Wisdom does not accept unsolicited grant applications. Grants are awarded to projects that 
meet the objectives of the charity. 

The trustees confirm that they have referred to the guidance contained in the Charity Commission’s 
general guidance on public benefit when reviewing the charities aims and objectives and in planning 
future activities and setting the grant making policy for the period. The objects are such as the trustees 
think fit and are exclusively charitable in accordance with the laws of England and Wales. 

The trustees review the aims, objectives and activities of the charity each year. This report looks at 
what the charity has achieved and the outcomes of its work in the reporting period. The trustees report 
on the success of each key activity and the benefits the charity has brought to those groups of people 
that it is set up to help. The review also helps the trustees ensure the charity's aims, objectives and 
activities remain focused on its stated purposes. 

 

 

Achievements and performance 

Savannah Wisdom continued to support the charities in which the foundation had previously invested, such 
as the British Asian Trust and Feed My City . A number of grants to promote health, equality and social 
justice were also made to UK based organisations. Savannah Wisdom continues to support Belong to grow 
its base working with local authorities, voluntary organisations and civil society on their cohesion and 
integration programmes. Belong has gained a considerable reputation in providing high quality research 
and policy recommendations.  

Financial review 
 
£355,739 was spent on grants during the year. This included significant grants of £200,000 to Belong, 
£25,000 to Transparency International and £28,000 to UNICEF.  
 
Donations received amounted to £500,000 during the year. Further income, apart from investment and 
interest, was not received. Total funds available for distribution on 30 April 2025 are £1,132,108, none of 
which are restricted or committed. 
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Reserves policy 
 

The charity has significant reserves to continue its work, holding £1,132,108 in unrestricted 
funds at the year end. The management continuously monitor cashflow and if necessary 
additional funding is sought from private individuals. As the Foundation has no working capital 
costs the trustees have decided that a more detailed reserve policy is unnecessary. 
 
Investment policy and performance 

The trustees continued to take a risk averse strategy to long-term investments for the year 2025. Net 
income exceeded expenditure by £180,268 during the year. 

£459,552 is invested in a low risk managed investment fund at Coutts Bank. Given current market 
volatility, there are no plans to make further investments in the future, as wealth preservation is the key 
objectives for Trustees.  

 
Principal funding sources 

Savannah Wisdom is funded by donations from private individuals. 

 
Plans for the future 

The Foundation continues its strategic review looking for organisations to support dealing with issues 
around cohesion and integration, food poverty and marginalisation in the UK. Savannah Wisdom is a 
core supporter of Belong – The Cohesion and Integration Network. The Foundation will continue its work 
with the British Asian Trust supporting its anti-trafficking work particularly in India. 

 
Structure, governance and management 

The organisation is a charitable company limited by guarantee, incorporated on 6 April 2011 and 
registered as a charity on 27 April 2011. 

The company was established under a memorandum of association which established the objects and 
powers of the charitable company and is governed under its articles of association. 

 

Recruitment and appointment of Trustees 

The Directors of the Company are also charity trustees for the purposes of charity law and under the 
Company’s Articles are known as members of the Management Committee. The recruitment and 
appointments of Trustees are as stated in the Articles of the Company, induction and training of 
Trustees 

Induction and training of Trustees 

The Trustees are familiar with the practical work of the charity. New trustees will be given documents 
which set out the operational framework of the organisation, accounts, objectives and grant making 
policy. 

All Trustees give their time voluntarily and receive no benefits from the charity. Any expenses reclaimed 
from the charity are set out in note 8 to the accounts. 

Decision making 

Shalni Arora OBE reviews possible grants and project applications, performing a thorough due diligence 
on the sustainability of the project, and whether it meets the criteria around social change. This is 
discussed with the other trustees and a decision on whether to progress or not is made. 
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Risk management 

The Trustees have conducted a review of the major risks to which the charity is exposed. These are 
mainly in the area of grant making where a project may be supported which is not in line with the 
charity’s objectives or which does not deliver the results expected by the organisation. Systems and 
procedures have been established to mitigate these risks. 
 
Statement of responsibilities of the trustees 

The Trustees (who are also directors of Savannah Wisdom for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for preparing the Trustees’ annual report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice). 

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a 
true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources and 
application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that 
period. In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to: 

Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently 
Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP 
Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent 

State whether applicable UK Accounting Standards and statements of recommended practice have 
been followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial 
statements 

Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume 
that the charity will continue in operation 

 
The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that 
the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for  
safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial 
information included on the charitable company's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing 
the preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other 
jurisdictions. 

 

 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the 
small companies’ regime of the Companies Act 2006. 

The trustees’ annual report has been approved by the trustees on 11/01/2026 and signed on their 
behalf by 

 
 
 
 

Shalni Arora 

Director 



 

5 

Independent examiner’s report 
to the Trustees of 
Savannah Wisdom 

 
 

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the charity for the year ended 30th 
April 2025 which are set out on pages 6 to 16. 

 
Responsibilities and basis of report 

 
As the charity’s trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’). 

 
I report in respect of my examination of the charity’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act 
and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity 
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 
 

Independent examiner's statement 
 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection 
with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

 
1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the charity as required by section 130 of the Act; 

or 
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or 
3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of 

accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view’ which is not a matter considered as part 
of an independent examination. 

 
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached. 

 
 
 
 
 

Jennifer Daniel FCCA DChA 
 

Slade & Cooper Limited 
Charted Certified Accountants 

Beehive Mill 
Jersey Street 

Ancoats 
Manchester 

M4 6JG 
 

Date: 12/01/2026 

 
























