
 
 
 

Trustee’s Report and Accounts 2023 
 

 
Introduction 
STORM Family Centre is a Domestic Violence charity that also has a focus on Youth Work and 
general wellbeing; the acronym S.T.O.R.M stands for: Support, Trust, Opportunity, Rebuilding and 
Motivation. Founded by Marie Hanson MBE in 2004, the vision was, and remains, to help people in 
need of support; particularly focusing on members of the local population within the black ethnic 
minority community as well as hard-to-engage groups. S.T.O.R.M is committed to addressing social 
issues such as sexual violence, sexual exploitation, domestic abuse, poverty, long-term 
unemployment, and youth crime. 
 
The charity works hard to provide empowerment and opportunities for people to gain education and 
build confidence and has an open-door policy for our service users which we know helps as it breaks 
down barriers. 
 
S.T.O.R.M works to help: 

• Anyone suffering from Domestic Violence 

• Individuals suffering from low levels of depression, anxiety, or other mental health 

issues 

• Single mothers gain the confidence and support they need to find their way into the 

workforce 

• People who have been dependent on benefits for many years, to access the education 

and support necessary to get into employment and reach their goals  

• Young people; to steer them away from knife and gun crime and give them the 

opportunity and motivation to change their lives 

• Create community cohesion  

• Raise awareness of local services 

• Refugees and the Homeless 

 

We provide: 

• One-to-one and Family support with counselling, employability help and mentoring 

• Information, Advice and Guidance 

• Onsite childcare via our Nursery 

• A variety of different accredited vocational training courses, including Teaching 

Assistant, and Childcare courses  

• Youth work; with seasonal activities, as well as our youth club and mentoring 

• Weekly Befriending Lunch Club 

• Solicitor’s Advice - Non-Molestation Orders Advice 



Once again and as always, very Special Thanks to our Patron and Ambassadors, and to all our 
funders and supporters; as without their help we could not continue to do the important 
community work that supports so many people.  
 

New initiatives: 
‘Morning Coffee & Cake’ sessions for women who have experienced/going through domestic 
violence - starting Jan 2024. Crèche will be provided for these sessions. We also have a new ladies-
only Gym this year, as we endeavour to help with overall wellbeing for our community through 
physical exercise as well as emotional support. 
 
In 2023 we happily teamed up with  FC Battersea, a fantastic local youth football club that not only 
caters for sport, but also mentors the young people they have with them. Together we do work in 
our youth club at STORM 
 
Still with our youth club, we have enhanced our Music Studio with new equipment and software, as 
our new sound engineers are part of our youth work (more on our music work with youth below 
through our partnership with the Blue Guitar Project) 
 

Services: 
S.T.O.R.M Family Centre continues providing valuable core services to residents within the 
Wandsworth and surrounding boroughs. The organisation continues to expand its services, to meet 
the needs of the people accessing its services 
 
Combating domestic violence 
Our counselling services thankfully continue for our service users as needed. We have one-to-one 
counselling, family counselling, sensory therapy and expressive art therapy, as all part of our services 
for help with healing from trauma. This year, we have helped 25 individuals through counselling. 
(More on our workshops and special days helping domestic abuse suvivors below) 
 
Our ‘Stop the Silence, End Domestic Violence’ campaign against Domestic Violence launched in 
October of 2020 is still in the process of gaining signatures. We are still pushing for attention with 
this initiative to get hotel rooms available for women fleeing domestic violence, please see link here: 
http://chng.it/2w4zM7Tyqj, and our campaign video here: ‘Stop the Silence, End Domestic Violence’  
 
Our therapies carried out are listed below: 

• Art therapy and Counselling for sufferers and survivors of domestic violence  

• Support for people with concerns about their mental wellbeing 

• Family counselling and support 

• Sensory therapy 
 
Youth work 
Our Youth activities in 2023 included: 

• Music studio sessions for complete music production including mastering 
• Creative workshops/arts & crafts, including Photography classes 
• Seasonal activities including trips, creative workshops and more 
• Wednesday Youth Club: football + indoor games with hot food served 
• Wagamama & STORM workshops on cooking and hospitality/job skills for young people 
• Blue Guitar Project evenings on Fridays - a project for encouraging young people 

everywhere; https://blueguitarproject.com/ 
• See us at Wandsworth Family Information Service website (search ‘STORM’), also see our 

‘Listening Day’ site for youth wellbeing; www.listeningday.co.uk 

https://www.fcbattersea.com/
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fchng.it%2F2w4zM7Tyqj&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cbc66afd024be4cd7966808d87b8a6847%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637395181662994498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=E0Dh3M3gvVxpnTpNAIm%2Fzzs4DzlVhXpFDJ7c%2FLy%2BJ7g%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yd1bWrXHnlg
https://blueguitarproject.com/
https://fis.wandsworth.gov.uk/kb5/wandsworth/fsd/home.page
http://www.listeningday.co.uk/


Childcare provision 
• STORM Nursery 

With continued support for our Ofsted registered Nursery, we have funding for 15-to-30-

hour placements for children aged 2 to 4 years, whilst parents’ study at our centre or go to 

work. Our nursery is now term-time, and we cater for SEN and for children who have 

suffered abuse 

E.S.O.L (English) Classes & Back to Work IAG support (Information Advice and Guidance) 
• Ou weekly English classes supports anyone looking to learn English, including refugees and 

asylum seekers. This year we have mainly helped individuals from Somalia and Ukraine 

Employability 
• Job shop - This year we continued to help people in need of work and training. With our 

Infromation, Advice and Guidance sessions we tailored CVs and helped our clients in 

applying for work. We provide training and employment support with the help of our local 

partners which include; Work Match, Wagamama, BUPA, Waitrose and Tesco 

 
And we continue to run our: 

• Food Bank - Still in need and gratefully welcomed, we provide much needed food parcels for 

the vulnerable and those in need across the local community and further. We continue our 

work with City Harvest, and FareShare - who help us with these gratefully received food 

donations for our Food Bank and also for special occasions 

• Befriending Lunch group - This year saw our Lunch Group continue with regular and new 
guests as usual. Healthy food was once again on the menu as we catered to our community 
members. Regular announcements are made on Nextdoor.com, alongside our usual social 
media platforms of Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and all our dishes are prepared 
personally by our CEO Marie Hanson MBE 

 
• Teaching Assistant NVQ and Childcare NVQ - Levels 2 and 3 courses - These courses also 

include approaches in Special Educational Needs (SEN) such as Dyslexia Awareness - plus 

additional Special Educational Needs (SEN) aspects 

Continuous Professional Development for TA learners through helping secure placements 

regarding courses 

 
• Information Advice and Guidance service - with this provision we give help on matters such 

as employment, benefits and housing. We have even provided very necessary help and 
advice for domestic violence sufferers to escape from their abusers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cityharvest.org.uk/
https://fareshare.org.uk/


Royal Visit 
As part of S.T.O.R.M’s 2023 events, we could 
not have been happier than to kick start the 
year with a very special Royal visit by Her 
Majesty The Queen Consort on Thursday 9th 
February 2023 at STORM’s HQ.   
  
STORM was delighted to have Bishop Rose 
Hudson-Wilkin as a guest heading up the 
welcoming team on Her Majesty’s arrival into 
the building. 
 
Her Majesty took her time to have 
conversations with all the invited guests and of 
course in private conversation with STORM’s 
Domestic Violence Survivors or, as Marie 
prefers to call them, Superwomen! The visit 

was an important reminder of how many people in our communities are vulnerable and need warm, 
friendly and supportive centres like STORM.  
 
Gathering in the main room Her Majesty took part 
in some of the creative activities that the centre 
provides, including candle making, thanks to Lux 
Luz candle makers, art classes with Felicity Prazak, 
and STORM now has its very own royal painting, 
finished and signed by Her Majesty.  Other 
activities included computer skills training, DJing 
and baking and cookery classes in the kitchen.  
 
A plaque was unveiled in honour of the Royal visit, to mark this momentous occasion and a cake was 
cut by Her Majesty and shared amongst all the guests. Wonderfully, Her Majesty took a special 
picture with Marie and her family (above right). 

 

 

 

 

 
“A huge thank you to you for all you are doing for domestic abuse and these women being abused. I 
have been to a lot of centres all around the country, and I seldom come to one like this where there is 
so much going on to help the local community, helping these ladies. 
 
I have talked to quite a lot of them just now and heard their stories and they are all so indebted to 
the wonderful job you do - and I said before you need to be cloned. 
 
Thank you to everybody who has been part of Marie’s mission and her wonderful family, and I feel 
very privileged and honoured to come and visit you all today.” 
 

- Her Majesty The Queen Consort, 9 Feb 2023 

 
 

https://www.royal.uk/news-and-activity/2023-02-23/the-queen-consort-visits-storm-family-centre-in-battersea-london
https://www.royal.uk/news-and-activity/2023-02-23/the-queen-consort-visits-storm-family-centre-in-battersea-london


US Ambassador Visit 
On May 8th, we were very honoured to have a 
special visit from US Ambassador Jane D. 
Hartley. 
 
Ambassador Hartley joined us as part of The Big 
Help out 2023 and got to know more about 
STORM Family Centre and our work for the 
community. Ms. Hartley met members of the 
local community as she joined us for tea and 

also planted a tree in our roof garden. 
 
We were also joined by MP for Battersea Marsha De Cordova, Deputy leader of Wandsworth Council 
Kemi Akinola and the then Wandsworth Mayor Councillor Jeremy Ambache, who all joined 
Ambassador Hartley on planting trees too in our roof garden. 
 
We give our thanks to the Doddington and Rollo Community Roof Garden for their support with 
this visit and a special thanks to Nina von der Werth of Wandsworth Council for her tireless work in 
supporting STORM Family Centre and for her part in organizing this wonderful visit. 

 
 
Peace Concert 

Our thanks to everyone who sponsored, 
performed, spoke at, attended, helped 
organise, promoted, and supported our 17th 
Annual Peace Concert, in conjunction with 
Black History Month 2023. 
  
This Concert for the help, support and 
improving of young lives by inspiring them to 
stay away from negative lifestyles and crime 
was once again warmly received. With 2023’s 
event, we called on everyone to help support 
us with this initiative by providing their 
thoughts on how we all can help combat street 
crime together though positive ideas; and 
inspire our youth in future life choices.  

 
Thanks to our attendee’s ideas on the day; and please feel free to still add to them by getting in 
contact with STORM Family Centre. 
 



With this year’s event, as with every concert, we are sincerely and deeply 
grateful; it was a great occasion once again and thanks to all who made it 
possible - a special thank you to Idris Elba (right) as he partnered with us 
again through his Don’t Stop Your Future’ (DSYF) anti-violence initiative, and 
we also say thank you for his generous donation of his brand’s DSYF t-shirts 
and hoodies, many thanks. Special thanks to Enable Leisure and Culture for 
their invaluable funding, and support for the concert and making this year’s 
event realised. Special thanks to Lauren Robbin of Wagamama, (one of our 
charity partners) who gave an impassioned talk about her life and career at 
the restaurant chain - to whom we also give a big thank you to. 
 

With our 17th Concert, we asked the community to share their ideas 
with us on how we can make life better for our young people, with 
suggestions on how we can support them in staying away from anti-
social behaviour and negative lifestyles. 
 
We had a very good response and will be passing the ideas to the 
governement to continue working together as community bodies for 
our youths’ wellbeing. 

 
This concert is for all our youth everywhere, to let them know that there is a better way to live; a life 
that does not involve violence of any sort whether by knife, gun and even a physical attack. It seeks 
to bring youth together in peace and provide intervention for those on the periphery of criminality 
or those already involved in crime by showing them the avenues of positive living through talks, 
testimonials, interactive activities, and music. 
 
Our thanks to Roxy Lee of the Blue Guitar Project for her wonderful partnership with STORM, and to 
the Metropolitan Police for their fudning, great support, talk and contribution, thank you to speaker 
Jerome Harvey-Agyei (Youth Particpation Lead The Mayor Of London's violence reduction unit), and 
of course, thank you to each and every attendee and supporter of the Concert and of STORM Family 
Centre overall – (all thanks further below) 
  
#stormfamilycentre #peaceconcert #DSYF #enable #wagamama #blueguitarproject 
#metropolitanpolice #fcbattersea #providencehouse #blackhistorymonth2023 
 
Throughout the year we saw an array of warm invitations, activities and very welcome honours: 

• Our Women’s Conference was another good occasion in Spring; and on the very same day 
for International Women’s Day, CEO Marie and STORM event co-ordinator Sarah Jane 
attended a wonderful IWD event at Buckingham Palace by special invite from Her Majesty 
the Queen - we were very honoured that her Her Majesty stated that STORM was one of her 
top 3 charities in the UK. (Below: at the 2023 Women’s Conference) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group photo of community group representatives from around the UK, including STORM CEO Marie and event 

co-ordinator Sarah Jane, with HM the Queen on International Women’s Day 2023 at Buckingham Palace  

 

• Thanks to Black History 365 for their support for our great Roof Garden 
BBQ in the summer 

 

• Also for Windrush 75, we thank Enable and BHM365 for our Windrush 
anniversary party in Battersea Park, and a second Windrush event at the 
Pump House Gallery (also in Battersea Park) later in October - Black 
History month 

 

• Marie gave a talk and took part in panel discussions at a day organised by the London 
Community Foundation discussing the Cost-of-Living crisis in Central London. The crisis 
affecting so many of us was talked about in depth and how it has especially affected the 
most vilnerable in our society, our thanks to LCF 

 

• Our youth work continued with our summer projects; with fun trips including going to 
Mottingham Farm Riding Centre, Capital Karts, and also to Bournemouth Beach 

 

• More with our youth work, our thanks to Wagamama for 
the new partnership with them as they carried out great 
workshops on catering and employability for young 
people, and their great contribution with our Peace 
Concert – thank you to Alice and Lauren of Wagamama 
for their brilliant work and support 

 

• And of course, special thanks to Roxy Lee (right) of the Blue Guitar 
Project. We are very happy to have collaborated with this project. 
This initiative is all about encouraging and helping disadvantaged 
youth all around the world. They have a 'Strike 4' motto - (Unity, 
Equality, Freedom and Justice). The Blue Guitar Project founder and 
CEO Roxy Lee is committed to helping young people realise their 
dreams, she has stated that she is aiming to have the Project's live 
events be the next 'Live Aid'. At STORM we ran a series of workshops 
with our young people contributing to the anthem ‘Rise Up’ - a song 
that young people all around the world are adding their voices to for 
the encouragement of children and youth everywhere 

https://www.royal.uk/news-and-activity/2023-03-08/the-queen-consort-highlights-remarkable-women-on-international-womens
http://www.blackhistory365.org.uk/
https://enablelc.org/
https://londoncf.org.uk/
https://londoncf.org.uk/
https://www.wagamama.com/
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Future plans 
Our plans include: 

• Establishing a peer-mentoring service within our counselling provision for our clients; this 
will help with building a ‘buddy-counselling’ aspect to our work. The peer-mentors will be 
qualified individuals who have themselves survived domestic abuse; we believe that this will 
greatly help with encouragement and support 

• To still expand our training and employability partnerships so we can work more effectively 
in collaboration with local organisations, contributing to an even wider network within our 
borough and beyond to help those in need of career support 

• English and Maths classes from entry level to level 2 to continue helping community 
members with education prospects and more 

• To further expand on our youth work with more partnerships; local organisations that not 
only focus on recreation, but also rehabilitation and mentoring 

 

 

  

 



Thank you 
 

All this work has not been done on our own, and so it is with thanks to one and all 
mentioned in this report that we express our warmest gratitude 

 
A very special Thank You once again to our Patron Sabrina Elba, and also as always; thank you to our 
Ambassadors Will Poulter and Chukwudi Iwuji for all their amazing support throughout the year. 
And thank you to all our Trustees for their tireless work placed into STORM Family Centre; to Leon 
Butler, Tanya Silchenstedt, Osbourn Binns, and Tina Clark - and also to Keely Mitz.  
 
Huge thanks to Sabrina’s husband actor Idris Elba for his kind support again for this year’s Peace 
Concert. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sabrina Dhowre-Elba Will Poulter  Chukwudi Iwuji  
  

Special thanks to Enable Leisure and Culture for their fantastic support and funding for 2023’s Peace 
Concert, whom without we could not have held it. Their generous support was invaluable. Thank you 
to Black History 365 for their great support and  the Department for Education for their support with 
our spring activities for youth and to all at Lee Valley Water Park, Bournemouth Beach staff, Capital 
Karts at Canary Wharf, and Mottingham Farm Riding Centre for the great days out during our 
summer activities for our young people.                                                                                                                      
 
Thank you to all our funders throughout this year too for their support and generosity once again; it 
is with much gratitude that we express our warmest appreciation for all their aid. 
 
Thank you to Mayor of Wandsworth Councillor Juliana Annan, and to all our partners and supporters 
in the London Borough of Wandsworth. 
 
Special thanks to Myles Stacey OBE for all his help and support. Thank you to all the workers and 
volunteers, to all our contributors and donors, and to our counsellors, we give special thanks for the 
specialist hard work which they provide for those in need attending our charity; and thank you to all 
the members of our community who come through our doors to partake of our services. Thank you 
to our partners the Universal Peace Federation, and to Malissa Ritchie and all at the Doddington 
and Rollo Community Roof Garden. 
 
Last, and definitely by no means least; thank you so much to one and all who worked on, contributed 
to, promoted and supported the return of our Peace Concert. Thank you to all our artists, speakers 
and guests, and all the volunteers for their passion and commitment over several months of 
dedicated hard work and planning. 
 



To everyone behind the scenes for the Concert - Thank You to Sarah Jane Heany, Louise Schaffer, 
and John Casey at NBC International 
 
Thank you to our host Chris Preddie OBE, thank you to all our artists; Paigey Cakey, Still Greedy, 
Risky, Jah Digga, Jermaine Jones, Alesha Warren, Providence House talent, and thanks to our 
speakers Jerome Harvey-Agyei, Nequela Whittaker, Gersham Allen, and thank you to all our guests 
promoting their businesses on the day;  To all attendees, we thank you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



  



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Donations to our charity can be made at Just Giving, 
any contribution warmly and gratefully appreciated. Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JustGiving for STORM 
 

Website: www.stormfamilycentre.com 
LinkedIn: https://uk.linkedin.com/company/storm-family-centre-limited 

 
Twitter: @marieMBESTORM 

Instagram: @storm_empowerment, @storm100youth 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/marie.hanson.370177 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

© 2023 STORM Family Centre 
Charity number: 1140714 

 

 

https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3276279?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
https://link.justgiving.com/v1/charity/donate/charityId/3276279?tipScheme=TipJar2.1&reference=givingcheckout_tj21
http://www.stormfamilycentre.com/
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/storm-family-centre-limited
https://twitter.com/MarieMBESTORM
https://www.instagram.com/stormradio21/
https://www.instagram.com/storm100youth/
https://www.facebook.com/marie.hanson.370177

