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TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT

1. Objectives and activities

A. The objectives of the Bowes Park Community Association ("BPCA"), as set out in the
Memorandum and Articles of Association Section 2 are-.

2.1.1To further or benefit the people who live, work or have an interest in the Area of
Benefit ('Bowes Park' and the surrounding neighbourhood), without distinction of sex,
sexual orientation, diasability, race, age or of politial, religious or other opinions, by
associating together the said people and the local authorities, voluntary and other
organisation in a common effort to advance education and to provide facilities in the
interests of social welfare for recreation and leisure-time occupation with the objective of
improving the conditions of life for the said people;
2.1.2 to protect and conserve for the public benefit the physical and natural environment of
the Area of Benefit;
2.1.3 to promote such other charitable purposes for the public benefit as may from time to
time be determined.
2.2The Charity shall be non-party in politics and non-sectarian in religion.

B. The main activities of the BPCA, in relation to those purposes for the public benefit,
include public gatherings for cultural events, free days out for families, gardening and
other activities; providing small grants for local activities that enhance the area either
culturally or environmental, or both; and continuing support for the Bounds Green Food
Bank (established in June 2O2O), which is now permanent and necessary to aid the local
community.

The demand for the Bounds Green Food Bank means it continued to be our main focus for
this financial year.

All the trustees have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on
public benefit.

C. Policy on grant making

We extend small grants to those who will:

Enhance the local environment (whether that be through improving the gardens,
creating a new green space, or caring for existing green spaces)
Create activities with neighbours and residents (through artistic, musical, or sporting
events or projects)
Promote environmental and/or recycling projects (which may be cleaning the area,
creating better understanding of the need to recycle, planting of trees, making our
neighbourhood more sustainable)

During this year we provided a grant to the Bounds Green Window Show, which is a local
project held during the winter months that encourages art displays in windows and
residents to walk around the community to view what their neighbours have displayed.
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D. Contribution made by volunteers: Our membership and our volunteer numbers have
been in decline over this financial year.

E. We also supply assistance to local groups who need the financial backing and security
of a registered charity in order to receive donations or apply for grants.

2. Achievements and performance

The activities of the BPCA continue to evolve but we are struggling on a few fonts:
support from the Local Council for maintaining and cleaning our parks; new volunteers
who are active in the community; and members on the BPCA Committee who represent
our neighbourhood.

While our main focus and effort has been to support the Bounds Green Food Bank, in both
funds and time expenditure, the food bank does more than supply food on an emergency
basis: it aids the circumstances of our beneficiaries by giving advice and assistance to our
neighbours and food bank guests regarding housing, debt, job vacancies, and other issues
of concem, so the support is trying to assist in longer-term goals for the Bowes Park
community

During this year, the Bounds Green Food Bank established itself as an independent
charity (Charity No. 1205032, Registration 03 October 2023). The process of transferring
funds, contracts, and other obligations has been lengthy, so for this financial year, the
majority of the income and expenses for the food bank still arose under the BPCA. So the
focus of the last few years on the food bank is transitioning back to our regular activities
and events, as well as financially supporting projects that fit the objectives of the BPCA per
the Memorandum and Articles of Association.

Of our regular activities and objectives, we:

* Maintained the New River Path, community noticeboards, Myddleton Road Community
Garden, the outdoor gym, Finsbury Gardens, and generally cleaned-up Bowes Park

* Communicated with residents, workers and those interested in Bowes Park through our
website, membership system, and emailing those who have subscribed to our mailing list

* Monitored, supported and objected to planning applications in the area

* Supported We Love Myddleton Road, the Myddleton Road Market, and The Myddleton
Road Community Benefit Society Limited ("MRCBS").

3. Financial review

The Summary lncome and Expenditure Account, the Balance Sheet, and the notes to the
accounts provide detailed information about the BPCA's finances for the financial year.
Below are items of note and interest:
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Financials 31/03/2024 31/03/2023 31/03/2022
Total lncome Raised f91,095 f 133,180 fg3,3g6
Grants t5,425 t6,144 t24,000
Fundraising f79,949 f 108,750
Gift Aid f 10,760 L12,447 f8,154
Total Funds Carried Fonarard t54,872 e66,597

Of the t5,425 in grants, f4,425 was for the Bounds Green Food Bank and f 1,000 was for
FinsFeste in Finsbury Gardens. The majority of the fundraising was also for the Bounds
Green Food Bank.

ln previous years, we have split the income and expenditure into the BPCA general fund,
Finsbury Gardens, and the Myddleton Road Community Gardens. Given that the
volunteers and fundraising for these separate areas no longer justify separating the
income and expenditure, the Committee and Trustees agreed to combine the funds into
the BPCA general fund. ln addition, we held funds as custodian trustees for three other
local groups: We Love Myddleton Road group (a local action group of volunteers working
to improve and enhance our local shopping street); MRCBS (Myddleton Road Community
Benefit Society Ltd.); and the Bounds Green Food Bank.

Balances at year end -
Split of funds by subgroup 31/03/2024 31/03/2023
Bowes Park Community Association e3,469.19 t7,a27.67
We Love Myddleton Road f 1,980.34 82,317.92

Bounds Green Food Bank f47,45A.72 f76,579.91
MRCBS f1,971.69 f1,646.71

ln the Accounts, total inmme reported includes the large figure of f5g3,65g in donated
goods, facilities and services. The Food Bank feeds an average 1,24T people per week
and most of the food and other goods distributed is donated, with food purchased from
funds raised less than lAYo of the total value of items distributed. These donations come
from individuals as well as the Food Aid Network, various supermarkets and other food
producers; which our volunteers collect every week. The figure of t21,261 in stocks noted
on the Balance Sheet is the value of items held in storage facilities for the Bounds Green
Food Bank at year end.

4, Structure, governance and management

Officers:
Emma Killick: Chair
Bart Schoonbaert: Treasurer

Trustees/Directors:
Lucy Abbotts (Trustee, not Director), Emma Killick, Caroline Simpson
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Gommittee Members:
Lucy Abbotts, Cathryn Groves, Emma Killick, Ann Summerhayes, Lucy Whitehead, Nadia
Youssof

Numberof paid-up members:145 in 2023-24, compared to264in2022-23,246in2021-
2022,219in2020-2021, and 97 in2019-202A. We received incomeof f1,131 from
membership fees during this financial year. The decline in membership reflects the
transition of the food bank to its independent status. We offer a discounted rate of t2for
those who volunteer at the Bounds Green Food Bank, f5 for those over 65 years old, and
f 15 for personal or household membership.

Declarations

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees/directors

Signature:

Full name:

Date
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Independent examiner's report on the 
accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees Charity Name 

Bowes Park Community Association 
  

On accounts for the year 
ended 

31 March 2024 Charity no 
(if any) 

1140433 

  

Set out on pages  
(remember  to include the page numbers of additional sheets) 

  

 
 
 
Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended DD / MM / YYYY. 
 
As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 
(“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of  the Trust’s accounts carried out 
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 

Independent 
examiner's statement 

[The charity’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and I am qualified to 
undertake the examination by being a qualified member of [insert name of 
applicable listed body]]. Delete [ ] if not applicable. 
 
I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination (other than that 
disclosed below *) which gives me cause to believe that in, any material 
respect: 

 the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 
of the Charities Act; or  

 the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 
 the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements 

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement 
that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter 
considered as part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in 
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply. 
  

Signed: 

 

Date: 18/12/24 

  

Name: Tom Gee 
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Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

CIPFA 

  

Address: London, E3  

  

  
 

 

Section B                           Disclosure  

 

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material matters of concern 
(see CC32, Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and 
guidance for examiners).  
 

Give here brief details of 
any items that the 
examiner wishes to 
disclose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


