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ST DUNSTAN WITH HOLY CROSS, CANTERBURY 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 2024 

 
Aim and purposes 

 

St Dunstan’s Church, part of the Benefice of St Dunstan, St Mildred and St Peter, is located in 

London Road, Canterbury. The  Rector of the Benefice is the Revd Jo Richards, whose ministry 

is shared by the 3 churches. St Dunstan with Holy Cross Parochial Church Council (PCC) has 

the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent, in promoting in the parish the whole 

mission of the Church, pastoral, social and ecumenical. The PCC also safeguards the fabric of 

the church and has responsibility for maintenance of the church hall and the former curate’s 

house at 69 Whitstable Road, Canterbury. The Parochial Church Council is a charity registered 

with the Charity Commission. Its number is 1140343. 

 
Objectives and Activities 

 

In line with the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit, the PCC aims to involve 

both those who attend church regularly and the wider parish in worship at our church and in 

being part of the community of St Dunstan’s. It therefore takes very seriously its responsibility 

of maintaining the fabric of the church and the church hall. The Hall and Fabric Committee, a 

sub-committee of the PCC, meets regularly for discussion of these matters. Additionally, a 

group dedicated to fundraising for this purpose, the ‘Friends of St Dunstan’s Church’, is 

supported by the PCC, and has PCC representation on its committee. 

 

Achievements and Performance 

 

Prayer and Worship 

The pattern of services at St Dunstan’s has continued in the customary way with a weekly 8.00 

a.m. said Communion Service, and with the 10.00 a.m. Communion Service taking place at St 

Dunstan’s on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month. (Communion is celebrated at St Peter’s 

Church at 9.30 a.m. and at St Mildred’s at 11.00 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Sundays, and where 

there is a 5th Sunday in the month it is celebrated in each church of the Benefice in turn.)  During 

2024 the practice of receiving Communion in the form of  an intincted wafer has continued and 

it remains, at present, the preference of this congregation. Throughout the year celebration of 

Sunday Communion has been lived-streamed. However, at the end of 2024, after much 

discussion, the decision was taken by the PCC to curtail this, as problems with the system had 

made viewing  difficult, despite many attempts to rectify matters. 

 

Monthly Open Table services which take place regularly in St Peter’s Church, are attended by 

several members of St Dunstan’s congregation and, as an Inclusive church, St Dunstan’s 

welcomes and supports the provision of a Safe Space for LGBTQIA+ people and where all are 

welcome. The monthly ‘Sunday Praise’ service at St Dunstan’s has maintained its small 

congregation and continues to be enjoyed by those who attend. Some ‘traditions’, like ‘Moment 

of the Week’ where all are invited to talk about events that have given pleasure since the last 

meeting, and the choosing of hymns and songs for the next service, have become established. 

It is encouraging to see that some of those who come to this non-Eucharistic service do not 

necessarily attend the Sunday morning services and are forming a congregation of its own. The 

afternoon ends with tea/coffee and cakes giving a chance to socialise. 
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Although Messy Church is no longer meeting, the traditional Crib Service, popular with 

families and children and an important part of our outreach to the community, took place on 

Christmas Eve, and was a well-attended and lively occasion, enjoyed by all. 

 

St Dunstan’s Mothers’ Union has met during the year, either in the church or in the church hall. 

It continues to support the Afia holiday project and to write cards for members of the parish at 

Easter and Christmas. More details of this will be found in the collected reports. 

 

Services held for life events are an important part of our outreach to the community and the 

church has continued to celebrate baptisms and weddings and to give thanks for lives ended at 

funeral services. All are welcome to attend any of our services. 

 

There were 75 names on the Church Electoral Roll at 31st December 2024, 45 of whom were 

resident and 30 of whom were non-resident within the parish. The average Sunday attendance 

counted for the year in October was 55 adults and 2 children, combining both services.  

 

The Church 
 

St Dunstan’s Church, is left open throughout the day for visitors and for private prayer, 

facilitated by a team of parishioners who unlock the church in the morning and lock at the end 

of the day, enabling it to be open for all during the daylight hours. 

 

The PCC is aware of its responsibility of maintaining the fabric of the church building not only 

as a place of worship, but as part of our historical heritage. This is carried out by the Hall and 

Fabric Committee which oversees renovation and repair as part of the quinquennial (five yearly 

inspection of church fabric) and reports back to the PCC. The ‘Big Plan’, supported by the 

PCC, a move to make the church a centre for pilgrimage and prayer by Mission through 

Heritage, still remains on hold at present. Regarding the church hall, plans to renovate the 

toilets have been discussed and bookings and fundraising are healthy, as will be seen elsewhere 

in the Collected Reports. 

 

Pastoral Care 

 

Members of the congregation and community who are ill or going through difficult times are 

visited by the ministry team and Communion is taken to those who cannot attend church.  

 

There are many activities and organisations, open to congregation, the wider parish and 

beyond, which form part of St Dunstan’s outreach and aim to benefit all. These include the 

weekly Saturday Morning Coffee from 10.00 a.m., the Lunch Club which meets on the first 

Wednesday of the month, and Tiny Tots, a weekly opportunity for toddlers, parents and 

grandparents to meet together for a time of play and socialising. Additionally, the Social and 

Fundraising team works hard to organise sales, the Christmas Fair and other celebrations 

throughout the year. Chief of these in 2024 was the farewell party for Revd Jenny in June which 

was attended by many. A new initiative has been the cooperation between the local Pilgrims 

Hospice shop and the church in the sale of donated good quality school uniform items which 

the shop is not permitted to sell. Sales have taken place on Saturday mornings and have been 

of benefit both to the Hospice and to local families who can make use of the clothes for a small 

donation. 
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The Thomas More Fellowship continued to discuss plans for making the Roper Chapel a more 

inviting place for the many pilgrims and visitors who come to the church, as part of the ‘Big 

Plan’ mentioned previously. A report on the Fellowship can be seen elsewhere in the 

documents. 

 

Mission and Evangelism 

St Dunstan’s supports several missions as part of our ministry of outreach.  

 

The Benefice Newsletter has continued to make an appearance in 2024 with  double issues in 

July/August and December/January and single publications for the rest of the year. Each church 

has its own section and we are grateful to Samuel Woods and Liz Parsons for their work on 

this. It is available both online and as a physical copy and copies are left in the church , giving 

visitors and local people an idea  of what our churches are about.  

 

The Benefice website, www.dunstanmildredpeter.org.uk, is a valuable means of 

communication. So, too, are the many banners which have been purchased and displayed 

outside our various churches, and the digital presence, keeping people informed about  our 

faith, services, and other matters. 

 

Structure, governance and management 

 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. 

All who attend Church regularly are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for 

election to the PCC. There were 5 meetings of the  PCC during 2024, and the Standing 

Committee met on 3 occasions. The average attendance at PCC meetings was 80%.   

 

 

The PCC operates through several committees which meet between full meetings of the PCC 

including the Standing Committee, the Hall and Fabric Committee,  the Finance Committee,    

the Social and Fundraising Team, the Fellowship of St Thomas More and the Eco-Church 

Committee. The leaders of these sub-committees report back to the PCC as necessary. 

 

Administrative information 

St Dunstan’s Church is situated in St Dunstan’s Street, Canterbury. It is part of the Canterbury 

Diocese within the Church of England. The Benefice Office address is St Dunstan’s Church 

Hall, London Road, Canterbury CT2 8LS. The former parish of Holy Cross is combined with 

the parish of St Dunstan.  

 

PCC members who have served from 1 January 2024 until the date this report was approved 

are: 

 

 

 

 

Ex Officio 

Rector                                Revd Jo Richards 

Curate                                Revd Jenny Walpole until 30 June 2024 

Churchwarden                   Mrs Sue Palmer 

                                   

http://www.dunstanmildredpeter.org.uk/
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Representatives on the Deanery Synod:                            

                            

                                         Ms Elizabeth Turner (PCC Secretary and Deputy Warden) 

                                         Mrs L Parsons until APCM 2024 
 

  

Elected members: 

                                        Mrs Caroline Blamey from APCM 2024 

                                        Mr David Cockburn  

                                        Mrs Laurienne Edwards              

                                        Mr Richard Edwards until APCM 2024 

                                        Mr Geoffrey Parsons (Treasurer)                 

                                        Mr John Shaw  

                                        Miss Philippa Trewby 

                                         

 

And finally ……. the thank yous: 

To all who kept the Benefice ship afloat in sometimes troubled waters, especially Revd Jenny 

in her support and leadership while Revd Jo could not be with us. It was sad to say goodbye to 

her at the end of June after her years with us. We wish her well in her new parish and her life 

with Catherine. To Anna, our Benefice Administrator for 5 years, for her efficiency, 

competence and reliability as well as her friendly presence. To Sue who never signed up to sole 

churchwardenship, but who has always been there and has managed wonderfully. To Jo, who 

came back and was immediately engaged  in dealing with Church fabric matters which was not 

what she trained for. We missed you and were so happy to welcome you back. Thank you, 

everyone for all you have done. 

 

Financial Review 

 

The figures are intended as a summary of incoming resources and expenditure. The 2023 

figures are shown in parenthesis for comparison purposes. 

Before transfers and revaluations, we recorded a net operating surplus on all funds of £65,547 

(£20,307), and an operating surplus in the General Fund of £62,171 (£19,257).   

In 2024, our investments with the CBF Church of England funds increased in value by 

£8,587 (£26,062).  

 

Receipts 

Overall, total receipts for all funds for the year were £175,581 (£110,697), boosted by receipt 

of a legacy- see below:- 

General Fund receipts increased compared to last year £170,267 (£104,697).  Within these 

figures, the total ‘giving’ figure, that is regular giving, donations (including on-line), plate 

collections and gift-aid decreased last year to £40,283 (£44,110).It is noted that on-line 

donations increased in 2024 to £3,140 (£2,222).  



Page 5 
 

Friends’ fund -raising income was £2,762 (£2,162) and hall rentals have increased to £14,380 

(£12,970) and have now recovered to pre-pandemic levels of 2019, £14,530.  

Parochial fees were £1,204 (£1,071), and dividend and bank interest continued to contribute 

significantly to overall income at £15,184 (£12,717). 

Net rent for Whitstable Road for the year was £10,189 (£10,704).   

One-off grants received were £2,080 (£3,922). This figure comprises a grant from 

Streynshams for the defibrillator, an insurance claim £692, and £871 for VAT relief.  

Fund-raising, including coffee mornings totalled £4,878 (£4.139). 

We received an interim payment for a legacy from the estate of the Late Nellie Osborne for 

£75,000. 

Expenditure 

Total expenditures of all funds increased for the year to £110,034 (£90,390). 

Total expenditure in the General Fund was £108,098 (£84,904), of which the Parish Share 

was £43,802 (£43,107). 

Utility costs (church and hall, gas, water, electricity) decreased to £6,990 (£9,215). 

Church maintenance costs were £5,399 (£4,579). The main items were boiler service & gas 

leak £1,244; safety & security £2,397; gutter cleaning £792. Hall maintenance costs were 

£2,895 (£1,540) of which plumbing costs were £1,535. 

Capital expenditure for the year for the church was £2,673 -the main item was £1,446 for 

window repairs. Capex for hall was £2,103 comprising the projector screen £1,321 and 

replacement kitchen water boiler, £782.  

Capital expenditure on 69 Whitstable Road was £8,190, comprising a new boiler, £2,736 

structural and bathroom repairs, £4,026, and loft insulation, £984.  

During the year donations were made to charities from restricted and unrestricted funds of 

£7,647 (£763).  It is noted that this figure included donations of £3,200 which were agreed at 

the PCC of December 2023 but only paid in January 2024. 

Funds Carried Forward 

Total funds carried forward to 2024 are £620,507 (£546,573) of which unrestricted funds 

carried forward are £237,475 (£172,294). 

Reserves Policy 

It is PCC policy to maintain a balance of reserves of unrestricted funds of between twelve and 

twenty-four months unrestricted payments.  Such reserves would allow for most emergency 

situations that may occur and will help to cushion any future decline in incoming resources.  

Fund balances will be held in the bank current account and CBF Church of England Funds. 




















