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Sporting Challenge is a charity that provides the opportunity for adults of 18 and over with 
learning difficulties the chance to participate in social activities linked to sport. The provision 
of these activities gives the members’ carers and families much needed respite with the 
knowledge that they are safe, understood and supported. 

The trustees have decided to conduct this year’s AGM electronically in light of the continue 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Achievements and successes over the last year:

A cautious reintroduction of activities commenced after April 2021 in line with the 
governments approach to “Living with COVID-19” lifted the previous restrictions and by July 
2021 many of our core events had restarted albeit in smaller groups.

During the summer we were able to provide a series of Kite Flying evenings supported by a 
group of enthusiasts from Smile Factor 10 who after several sessions made a donation of 
kites to members who had attended which was greatly appreciated.

By the autumn when indoor activities became necessary due to the shorter days and 
inclement weather, we were able to run with a near normal schedule of events with 
previously shielding members and their families returning.         



Grant bids prepared and submitted by the charity’s Activities Officer have been successful to
the continued running of the charity. 

A review and updating of the charity’s policies is ongoing with the following having been 
reviewed and approved by the Board of Trustees during the last twelve months:

o Complaints and Compliments Policy
o Debit Card Policy
o Trustees Recruitment & Selection

A review of the charity’s constitution has also been conducted with the last review having 
taken place in 2011. The review focuses on:

o The facilitation of electronic communication with this having evolved 

significantly in the last ten years
o An update on the reference to Acts of Parliament referred to in the 

constitution
o Clarification on the charity’s membership criteria

The amendments were approved at the 2020 / 2021 AGM

Efforts continued to find and appoint the stand-alone position of Sporting Challenge 
Treasurer have continued during the last year with regrettably to date a suitable candidate 
having not been found. Having discussed this with fellow trustees and JVSA the conclusion 
is that the charity should appoint a part time Book Keeper to record expenditure and income 
activity.

Activities Support:

The charity buys in sessional support through EMSS who facilitate getting the members to 
and from the activities and provide support along with the venue staff at the activities. The 
trustees wish to thank the sessional support and venue staff for the work that they have 
undertaken this year. 

COVID-19

As indicated previously COVID-19 has had a significant impact on the charity’s’ ability to 
provide activities for members particularly during the first few months of the year 
commencing April’21, however with some “out of the box” thinking along with adjustments to 
the numbers travelling in cars and attending events we have progressively returned to a near
normal position. It should however be noted that this has come at an additional cost to the 
charity.  

A huge amount of time has been devoted to the points covered and as chairman I would like 
to thank the trustees and officers of the charity for their support.

Financial Review:

2021 / 2022 Accounts, the trustees of the charity took the decision to continue to employ a 
firm of accountants to undertake an independent examination of the Receipts and Payments 
and the Statement of Assets and Liabilities of the charity. We are pleased to say that the 
charity received a favourable report along with some recommendations where improvements
to how specific aspects of record keeping can be made.

Approved by order of the Board of Trustees on the 26th September 2022 and signed on its 



behalf by ………………………………….

By: Alasdair D Watson  

Chair Sporting Challenge                       
















