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Cancer hasn’t stopped during 

the pandemic, but neither 

has the CRIS community. 

Thanks to the dedication and 

generosity of our supporters, 

we increased our annual 

investment in research by 

15% in 2020.

 “

 “

Letter from the Chair

CRIS stands for “Cancer Research 

Innovation in Science”. For 10 years, we’ve 

been investing in pioneering research into 

cancer. In that time, our objective has been to 

support scientists and clinicians to save lives.

The Covid-19 pandemic has derailed the 

detection and treatment of cancer. Fewer 

referrals, disruption to treatment and the 

pausing of screening programmes mean many 

more people are tragically dying of cancer.

Investing in science is an investment in all our 

futures. The pandemic has taught us that when 

we work together, positive progress is made.

CRIS Cancer Foundation is an international 

community. We support the brightest 

research minds across Europe, who are 

working tirelessly on new treatments to help 

us survive and live longer.

Research is the reason I’m alive today. I took 

part in a clinical trial for multiple myeloma 

which saved my life. Now it is a regular 

treatment, giving hope to cancer patients and 

allowing them to live their lives. We must invest 

in research so more adults and children with 

cancer get a second chance like me.

Cancer hasn’t stopped during the pandemic, 

but neither has the CRIS community. 

Thanks to the dedication and generosity of 

our supporters, we increased our annual 

investment in research by 15% in 2020. This 

has allowed us to continue focusing on the 

areas of research that have fewer resources 

but immense potential. We’ve also been able 

to invest in scientists at a time when it’s 

been challenging for them to secure funding 

for their work. We added two new CRIS 

Units, invested in new research projects in 

pancreatic cancer and multiple myeloma and 

also supported young researchers through 

fellowships and grants.

I’m incredibly proud that our charity 

responded with solidarity to the 

researchers and scientists during 

the pandemic. While maintaining our 

commitment to cancer research, we’ve funded 

several international Covid-19 trials. We’ve 

been able to fund three extraordinary projects 

to help reduce the devastating impact of the 

pandemic. These include using our knowledge 

to create novel treatments for cancer 

patients with Covid-19. Working together with 

Microsoft and Adaptive Biotechnologies, our 

researchers have shared their expertise to 

help tackle the virus.  

In 2021 we will invest in projects that create  

new cancer therapies which have the potential 

to reach patients sooner and improve their 

quality of life. We’ll also be introducing more 

grants and fellowships for scientists and 

researchers, so they have the stability they need  

to carry out their vital work.

Thank you to everyone who has supported 

us in the last year. From our volunteers who 

keep our charity running, to our supporters 

whose generous donations allow us to invest 

in research projects worldwide.

Cancer patients don’t have time to wait. 

Together we all have a part to play in 

supporting innovative cancer research. We 

need everyone to act now because peoples’ 

lives depend on it.

Lola Manterola

CRIS Cancer Foundation Chair and Co-founder



About CRIS Cancer Foundation

We’re an international charity that funds 

research into pioneering new cancer 

treatments to give people the best chance 

of survival.

Cancer is one of the leading causes of 

death in the world. Yet, many lives could 

be saved if scientists had the resources 

they need to carry out research into 

pioneering new treatments. We give 

scientists in the UK, Spain and France 

the support and funds to accelerate the 

discovery of cancer treatments for adults 

and children.

By stepping in where there are gaps in 

funding and collaborating worldwide, we’re 

supporting research scientists to speed 

What we do up innovative therapies – bringing hope to 

thousands of cancer patients.

Over the last 10 years, we’ve given £18 

million to research bodies such as the 

Institute of Cancer Research, so they 

can carry out vital research into cancer 

treatments. We’ve pledged to invest 

another £48 million over the next five 

years to save more lives.

Our cancer facilities in public hospitals and 

other centres around the world are giving 

more patients the chance to access new 

treatments. Teams of doctors, researchers, 

nurses and immunologists work together 

in CRIS units to treat cancers such as 

brain tumours in children, ovarian cancer 

and prostate cancer.

  > We are passionate and ambitious about 

making our vision a reality.

  > We make long-term commitments to 

scientists so they can carry out innovative 

research into cancer treatments.

  > We promote excellence in cancer 

research as we know this will lead to 

pioneering new treatments for people 

with cancer.

  > We collaborate with international 

institutions, research scientists, 

clinicians, people with a cancer 

diagnosis, volunteers and donors.

  > We inspire everybody to take action. We 

all have a role to play regardless of our 

background, experience or situation.

To invest in cutting-edge research that 

provides treatments for people with cancer.

A world where pioneering research gives 

every adult and child with cancer the best 

chance of survival.

Our values

Our mission

Our vision

Our grants and fellowships give scientists 

the funding and support they need  

to carry out scientif ic research into  

cancer treatments.

We’re determined that one day every type 

of cancer will have a treatment. By funding 

and supporting cancer research, we will 

save lives.



Our highlights in 2020 

continued to support cancer research throughout 2020. Here are some of the 

1  Supporting efforts during the pandemic. 

With the support of our donors, we took part in several 

national and international Covid-19 vaccine trials. 

Scientists working on vaccines used the facilities at 

our CRIS units and drew on the experience and skills 

of our research scientists. We also funded a project 

that adapted a cell therapy used in childhood cancer 

treatments to treat patients with Covid-19.

3    Extended our partnership with the ICR. We 

supported the Institute of Cancer Research to 

carry out research into multiple myeloma, the 

second most diagnosed blood cancer. The 

pandemic halted laboratory activities for most 

of the year. Despite this, the Thoracic Oncology 

Immunotherapy Group was set up with four team 

members and started laboratory research.

4   Researching childhood cancer. We 

supported a team at the Institute of Cancer 

Research, led by Professor Chris Jones, to 

publish a paper on improved treatments for 

babies with brain tumours. This is the largest and 

most comprehensive study of infant gliomas, a 

tumour that starts in the brain or spinal cord. 

We also continued to support projects focused 

on leukaemia in children and Ewing’s Sarcoma, 

a type of cancer that is common among young 

children. Research projects looking at child brain 

tumours were carried out in the Niño Jesús 

Hospital in Madrid and the Institute Gustave 

Rosy in Paris. The Hospital de la Paz in Madrid also 

continued to develop new personalised treatments 

for children without treatment options.

2     The opening of our new CRIS Unit. We opened 

the CRIS Cancer Foundation Biology Unit in the 

Institute for Cancer Research Centre for Drug 

Discovery in London, UK. This has brought 

scientists together to create new treatments and 

therapeutic approaches.

8   Developing treatments for aggressive 

tumours. We funded several projects that 

developed treatments to tackle aggressive forms 

of cancer. This included a piece of work, led 

by Dr. Mariano Barbacid, which eliminated two 

key proteins in tumour development to reduce 

pancreatic tumours.

7  Finding treatments for prostate cancer. We 

supported the Biomedical Research Institute of 

Malaga to continue researching treatments for 

prostate cancer. An Excellence Fellowship was 

also awarded to Dr. David Olmos, so he could 

continue researching treatments for tumours 

with a poor prognosis. In partnership with 

the Prostate Cancer Foundation, we awarded 

fellowships to two promising UK researchers: 

Dr Francesco Giganti and Dr. Anastasia 

Catherine Hepburn.

5    Set up a new unit specialising in experimental 

therapies. We opened a CRIS unit at the 

Hospital Clínico San Carlos in Madrid, to identify 

new cell therapies to treat ovarian cancer and 

breast cancer.
6   Training researchers and awarding research 

fellowships. Together with the Damon 

Runyon Foundation and the Prostate Cancer 

Foundation, we set up two new international 

scholarship programmes to support research 

scientists. This gives promising researchers 

the funding they need to increase their 

knowledge of cancer biology, so they can 

develop pioneering new treatments. In 2020, 

we also recruited new post-doc researchers 

through our Excellence and Talent CRIS 

Research Fellowship programmes.
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CRIS International

Why we work worldwide 

We support scientists around the world to pioneer new cancer treatments. By working 

together, we can accelerate scientific advances in cancer research. Sharing expertise 

and knowledge globally will help people to live longer.  

 

Where we work

We work with state-of-the-art research centres and the  

most reputable scientists to find new treatments for cancer.  

Explore our map to find out where we’re supporting projects.

Cancer knows no boundaries 

Cancer affects us all, regardless of age, 

socioeconomic status, gender, nationality 

or geography. The disease is one of the 

leading causes of death in the world, with 

one in six people dying of cancer. Yet, 

many of these deaths can be prevented. 

For 10 years, we’ve been working with the 

international community to end cancer. 

We’re currently funding research projects 

at the Institute of Cancer Research in 

London and other research centres 

across Europe, like the Biomedical 

Research Institute of Malaga. This is 

helping scientists to make new medical 

discoveries that give cancer patients a 

greater chance of survival.

What makes CRIS different? 

> CRIS is international. As a small and 

dynamic charity, we are not restricted by 

geography when selecting projects  

to fund. We identify and support 

excellence globally.  

> Agile and flexible. We can respond 

quickly wherever the need for support or 

collaboration arises.  

> Funding charitable activities. With 

small overheads, most of the money 

we raise goes directly towards funding 

cancer research.  

> Funding research at every level.  

To accelerate research, we fund all  

types of research projects – no matter 

the experience of the researcher or the 

size of the project. This helps to make 

sure that every viable option to treat 

cancer is explored.  

> Funding projects with fewer resources. 

We fund projects that have more 

difficulty getting funding, such as 

brain tumours in children.

 ICR/Royal Marsden, London

 ICR/Royal Marsden, London

 Centre Hospitalier, Lyon

CRIS Projects

Co-Funding Grants With 

International Institutions

CRIS Research Grants



CRIS investment  (£) 

CRIS MULTI-DISCIPLINARY UNITS ADULT CANCERS

CRIS Immuno-oncology Unit 862,257 Pancreatic cancer 579,594

CRIS Translational Research Unit in Haematology 3,490,628 Breast and Ovarian cancer 722,100

CRIS Prostate Cancer Unit 892,097 Thoracic Immuno-oncology Group 704,000

CRIS Unit New Experimental Therapies 435,000 Multiple Myeloma 186,165

CRIS Childhood Cancer Unit 3,685,276 Bowel cancer 244,817

ICR Biology Unit 150,000 Imaging in Immunotherapy 96,917

PAEDIATRIC RESEARCH PROJECTS Cell Therapies in Blood Cancers 217,934

Childhood Brain Tumours (UK) 470,750 OTHER INVESTMENTS

Childhood Brain Tumours (France) 95,700 Support for Clinical Trials 3,699,785

Childhood Brain Tumours (Spain) 219,281 International Fellowships, Scholarships and 

Grants to researchers
1,037,045

Ewing sarcoma in children 274,050

MLL leukaemia 153,338 Educational Projects and Scientific Dissemination 346,403

Pain Guide in Children with Cancer 47,589 COVID and cancer 117,129

TOTAL £18,727,855

53
lines of research funded

including immunotherapy, 

myeloma, brain tumours and 

experimental therapies.

Scientists are using the research 

for people living with cancer.

304
clinical trials

were carried out across Europe  

because of the investment  

we made in cancer research.

Adults and children with cancer  

were given new treatments through 

these trials.

The difference we have 
made to cancer patients 
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JOIN THE CRIS COMMUNITY

CRIS Partners


















































