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Fullbridge Evangelical Church has been in existence since 1937. The church is governed by 
a new declaration of trust dated 7 November 2010 which was registered with the Charity 
Commission 11 January 2011. 
 
The objects of the trust are (i) to advance the Christian faith and (ii) to relieve sickness and 
financial hardship, for the benefit of the public in Maldon and in other parts of the United 
Kingdom and the world. The trustees ensure that public benefit requirements are met, giving 
due regard to the Charity Commission's guidance. 
 
The purpose of the church is that there should be a congregation of Christian believers 
whose aim is the worship of God and the furtherance of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
as well as the relief of need or hardship and the provision of pastoral care. The aims are thus 
the advancement of the Christian religion in a way which will bring public and personal 
benefit through the changes in individual lives which Christian belief engenders. 
 
Trustees are chosen by resolution of the existing trustees. The trustees are listed on page 3. 
 
The trustees have power to purchase property and to raise funds by mortgage or other means. 
 
DBS checks are carried out on all trustees and all volunteers who work with children and 
vulnerable adults, in accordance with the church’s Child Protection Policy. 
 
The spiritual leadership of the church resides with the elders. In 2023 these were 
A.P.Mugford, and S.Quelch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trustees Report 2023 
 
The regular Sunday meetings are attended by around 66 people each week. It has been 
encouraging to see new people visit the church on Sundays this year, with some joining the 
fellowship.  
 
Weekday activities for church members are centred on four well-attended home-groups. In 
addition there have been several other small groups for discussion, prayer and Bible study. 
An informal series of ladies’ lunches, ‘Hungry Hearts’, is aimed at those on the fringe of the 
church. The Church is also being used by community-based groups that have included the 
Stroke Club and Maldon CVS run “Digital Buddies” and “Pioneers” during the day for older 
and some more vulnerable members of the community.  As a result, people are becoming 
more familiar with both Fullbridge people and the place. Youth and children’s work consists 
of various groups on Sunday mornings and at other times, and ‘Noah’s Ark’ (a parent and 
toddler group held on Fridays). Church members are also involved in an inter-church 
outreach called Open The Book which presents Bible stories in two primary schools in 
Maldon.  
 
An Alpha course was completed very successfully online in the Spring and another started in 
the Autumn.  Some from this group have joined us regularly on Sunday mornings. 
 
There were 2 baptisms during 2023 - both guests that had come to faith – recommitted their 
faith in the Lord Jesus through the Alpha course. 
 
We support Andrew and Rachel Mugford as evangelists working in connection with the 
Christian evangelistic charity ‘Counties,’ partly in the Maldon area and partly elsewhere 
(chiefly in Essex). As well as involvement in the activities listed above they have also been 
able to bring Christian input into several schools in the area. A formal pastoral role as 
“School Chaplains” in Plume Academy continues to run for students at Plume Academy in 
Years 7, 8 and 9.  The school welcome this extra support for students struggling with 
anxiety.  They use a Christian resource that aims to build their resilience.  
 
Andrew and Rachel have continued with the Job Club, under the CAP banner. This its sixth 
year saw 12-15 regularly attending.  The flow of new members who stay around has ebbed, 
as it has in other Job Clubs, and alongside the other leaders “Fullbridge Community Hub” 
replaced the Job Club, though offering the same support and a community space to get to 
know others over light refreshments and a simple lunch.  An adviser from the Citizens 
Advice Bureau continued to offer really helpful advice to families.  A staff member of 
Maldon CVS also supports attendees with online queries and form filling-in which is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
The church supports several missionary organisations and individuals, both in this country 
and abroad. Richard and Sarah Reynolds’ return trip to Cambodia went ahead in January-
February with 2 teams though “Mission Direct”.  Simon Quelch visited Brazil again for 2 
months, encouraging local believers in a number of churches with his “How to read the 
Bible” course.  
 
The remaining two Elders continue to seek God’s guidance and provision for at least one 
new Elder.  A pastoral team, made up of Elders, wives and home group leaders (R & S 
Reynolds and R & R Power and T & A Frost) meet monthly to co-ordinate and pray for the 
pastoral care of the church.    



Our prayer is still also for younger families to join us who are also able to assist in the 
leadership of the church. 
 
There were no serious incidents during the year. [Defined at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-report-a-serious-incident-in-your-charity] 



The Church Accounts for 2023 are summarised in the attached statement. Attention should 
however be drawn here to the following general considerations: 
 
The church funds are identified as follows  - 
 Unrestricted : General Fund  Restricted : Missionary Fund 
        Building Fund 
        Practical Fund 
        Events Fund 
        Special Purpose Fund 
 
The church’s income and expenditure is presented on a receipts and payments basis. It is the church’s policy to 
assign all expenditure to the year in which the money is paid; thus there is no item for depreciation in the 
accounts. We believe that the accounts give a true and fair view, as required by legislation. 
 
Reserves Policy:  
 

Unrestricted Funds 
In normal circumstances we aim to keep in reserve a sum equivalent to 100% of the annual expenditure, to 
enable us to contribute to non-regular needs such as emergency relief, support of short-term mission and 
unplanned needs for equipment or facilities, and to cover short-term employment contracts if required in 
the future. 
 
Restricted Funds 
Specified gifts should be used as specified by the giver. For example income received for the missionary 
fund should normally be passed on in the same month; income received for the building fund may be kept 
until required for building needs. 

 
The actual level of reserves is as stated in the accounts for 2023. 
 
All the above is subject to the provisions of the trust deed and charity law. 
 
The accounts for 2023 were examined by M C Richardson FCCA 
 
The trustees in 2023 were: 
 
R.C.Little 
P.T.Gymer 
S.R.Chesney 
A.P.Mugford 
R.K.Reynolds 
 
Report agreed by the trustees 20th May 2024, and signed on behalf of all the trustees. 
 
 
 
Footnote – Fullbridge Evangelical Church Property Trust 
 
The Fullbridge Church property is the subject of a separate Declaration of Trust dated 28th December 
1978. A supplemental Declaration dated 22nd April 1991 changed the name from Fullbridge Gospel 
Hall to Fullbridge Evangelical Church. The trustees at the beginning of 2023 were R.C.Little, 
P.T.Gymer and S.R.Chesney, A.P.Mugford and R.K.Reynolds. 
The 1978 property trust further stipulates that the Fullbridge premises should be used as a place of 
meeting and worship, with services for worship, breaking of bread, evangelism and teaching, 
maintaining the New Testament principles as generally practised by “Open Brethren”. 



 



 





 


