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CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

2023 was a good year and an eventful one. Martin our Youth Worker has continued to work 
with great enthusiasm and dedication, and with the help of our Apprentice, Lucy O’Dell we 
have greatly expanded our offering way beyond what we did before. You will read more 
about what we are now doing elsewhere in this Report. 

We have been delighted to secure this year National Lottery funding for the next three 
years and that funding includes provision for a second youth worker so that we can 
continue to expand our offering to our young people. 

We continue to have great support from various Trusts and charities and the Essex 
Community Foundation continues their faithful support year by year. 

I also want to say a big thank you to the local churches and the individuals who give to us 
month to month. Your contribution is vital in helping to cover the overheads so we can fund 
raise for the children’s services we want to provide. If you are reading this for the first time 
and wondering how to help, then a small monthly contribution will be a great help in 
keeping pace with the rising cost of utilities and overheads in general. 

Our finances are sound but there is no guarantee the National Lottery will support us again 
in three years’ time. Indeed, we understand it is rare for them to agree a third application in 
a row. The Board is thinking about alternative sources of funding going forward. 

While we are continuing to ask those Trusts and charities who have helped in the past, and 
while we know money is tight, but if you are reading this as a local business looking for a 
local charity to support, please speak to us, we would love to have you on board. 

I want to say a massive thank you to Kirsty, who has had to step down from her roles as 
Centre Manager and Finance Officer due to ill health. Her contribution to BYPC has been 
enormous and she will be missed. We send her our heartfelt best wishes for a speedy 
recovery. We are looking to recruit replacements as Centre Manager and for the 
bookkeeping role. 

I would also like to thank my fellow Board members, David our Vice Chair, doing so much of 
the “hands on” work of looking after the youngsters in so many ways. Penny, for keeping us 
on the safeguarding straight and narrow. 
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COMPANY 

SECRETARY’S 

REPORT 
Braintree Youth Project Charity (BYPC) 
was incorporated under the Companies 
Act 2006 as a private company limited by 
guarantee on 11 November 2010.  It was 
entered into the Charity Commission’s 
Register of Charities on 15 November 
2010. 

8 Board meetings have been held since 
our AGM in March 2022.  
 
Annual Returns to the Charities 
Commission and Companies House were 
submitted within the correct timespan. 
 
As at 31st January 2023 the Charity had 
a total of 18 Subscribers. 
 

David Huxter 

Company Secretary 
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We are planning to add Alan Roscoe to the Board at this AGM and our looking to expand 
the Board further. We would really like to have a Board member from each one of the 
Churches that so generously support us. We currently have a few gaps! 

We are blessed with a great team, and we have exciting plans for when we have our sec-
ond youth worker in place. There will be challenges ahead but God has been abundantly 
generous to us in the past and I think we can continue to trust in him for the future. 

God bless you all and I look forward seeing you at the AGM. 

Andrew East 

Chairman 
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YOUTH WORKER’S REPORT 

Much of what was said last year is still relevant this year, perhaps even more so. If we found 

2022 to be one of our greatest years of growth 2023 has pleasantly surprised us by showing yet 

more growth. Where we used to be surprised to see more than 30 young people on a Friday we 

are now surprised to find less than 30, often breaking 40 or 50 young people at each session. 

We’ve also seen a plethora of new clubs including a chance to increase our Christian input with 

Choir, Alpha and Kintsugi hope. We took even more young people away on residentials in 2023 

than we did in 2022, and have a wide ranging array of day trips as well. Just as before if I ever  

feel despondent I need only to look at our numbers to assure myself that something must be   

going right.  

Alongside many of our regular trips and activities we’ve also been taking advantage of our 

friends in the Essex Boys and Girls clubs to access additional cheaper trips, we are preparing to 

do a joint residential in the Easter break and have several day trips coming up (Let us hope that 

with our success rate in the competitions they’ll keep inviting us back). 

Church Visits remain a delight and an honour, expanding our network to include every local 

church is an exciting project and developing in my own walk with God has been a great privilege 

that has certainly been honed by the work of BYPC. 

All these additional young people and sessions does come with a price however we must ensure 

we keep searching for talented and passionate volunteers to keep up with the increasing de-

mands and expectations of the charity. Our volunteers pour themselves into the work and are 

rightly deserving of praise but there’s only so far any individual can stretch. 

Speaking of we’ve been very blessed to have an apprentice with us this late year and a half, Lucy 

O’Dell has done great work and been well loved by the young people, her apprenticeship is com-

ing to an end now and while we hope we’ll see a lot of her we also pray for her every success as 

she pursues a career on her own beyond BYPC. 

Finally (or perhaps pen ultimately)  we are excited to soon grow our team by appointing a new 

youth worker and centre manager, this will greatly increase our capacity to run various and mul-

tiple clubs for our young people and we are praying that God will rise up the right people to join 

the team and serve the youth of Braintree. I am particularly excited to have someone join the 

team with a complimentary skill set to me (read, is interested in running the kind of clubs I don’t 

like doing) and who will walk side by side in the important work we have here. 

Ultimately, it’s very busy, but that’s very good, we have lots to do and lots of exciting opportuni-

ties coming, please don’t stop praying for our service to these young people and the chance to 

share a little of Gods love and grace with them. 

Martin Parslow 

Youth Worker 
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DATA PROTECTION OFFICER’S REPORT 
The charity continues to ensure that any personal data it handles is in line with the GDPR 

(General Data Protection Regulations). 

We have an online cloud system which is encrypted for email and storage.  The Board members 

and staff all use this to ensure that personal data is kept safe.  

 

All sessions have been run in accordance with GDPR and safeguarding regulations.  

 

To my knowledge there have been no data breaches over the last year and we remain fully 

compliant with Data Protection laws. 

 

This year, Braintree Youth Project Charity have had the following data requests: 

 
 

Data Complaints: 

We have received no complaints about how we deal with personal data. 

 

David Huxter 

Data Protection Officer 

  Subject Access Request 
  

Erasure Request 

No. of Requests 0 0 



BRADWELL ON SEA – AUG 2023 
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Grant Funders in 2022-2023 

Restricted Grants 

Braintree United Charities        £240.00 

Lottery Community Fund        £11,873.50 

ECF/Eastlight          £10,000.00 

Charles S French         £2,000.00 

Jack Petchy Spring & Summer       £600.00 

Augustine Courtauld Trust        £1,000.00 
Fowler, Smith & Jones        £2,000.00 

Tesco           £786.00 

Essex Community Foundation       £3,500.00 

Essex Youth Trust         £5,000.00 

Jack Petchy Leaders         £785.00 

Essex Community Foundation        £5,520.00 

 

Unrestricted Grants 

      

Marsh Christian Trust        £550      

      

Woodward Charitable Trust              £1000.00  

        

 

Donations 

Liberal Club          £150.00 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Ways you can support us financially: 

 Monthly Standing Order 

Setting up a monthly standing order helps us to plan our day to day finances. You can give 

any amount you want, but typically £5 or £10 a month is the norm. It is straightforward to 

set up from your bank account—our bank details are: 

Sort Code: 40-52-40 Account Number: 00020531  

If you are a taxpayer, we can claim an additional 25% of your gift from the  

Government. Contact the office for a Gift Aid form, or download from our website.  

 

 Give as you Live 

If you shop online, you could raise money for us at no extra cost. Go to 

www.giveasyoulive.com and from there, link to the website you want (eg Amazon, Argos, 

ebay, Currys PC World, Very—to name but a few). The site will register any purchase you 

make and give a percentage to us—for example, a £50 purchase at John Lewis would raise 

50p for BYPC.  
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SAFEGUARDING OFFICER’S REPORT 
Safeguarding remains a priority and all volunteers were offered face to face training in 
September 2023. We use thirtyone:eight, an independent Christian company whose vision 
is a world where every child can feel, and be, safe. Their training materials are up to date 
and comprehensive. 

Al our DBSs are renewed or created through thirtyone:eight. Training materials will be 
updated for volunteer training sessions in September 2024. Two board members will be 
receiving safeguarding lead training from thirtyone:eight, in April. 

The board members have implemented an online system to record, monitor and respond to 
safeguarding concerns. It is widely used in schools with great effect and with over 100 
young people on our register of attendants, we believe the cost of the subscription is very 
worthwhile. It is “CPOMS”; Child Protection Online Monitoring System. 

The safeguarding policy is reviewed bi-annually and is on the BYPC website. 

Our Lead Safeguarding Coordinator is Penny Smith psmith@braintreeyouth.org.uk 

Currently the Centre Safeguarding Coordinator is David Huxter 
dhuxter@braintreeyouth.org.uk 

 

Penny Smith 

Safeguarding Lead 
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Registered in England Company No: 7437568     

Registered with the Charity Commission No: 1139014 

Registered address: 2 St Michael’s Road, Braintree, CM7 1EX       

Telephone: 01376 323764 

Email: contact@braintreeyouth.org.uk 










































































