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Season Overview

Avoncroft Cricket Club’s 2023 Annual Report opened by noting that that season had been 

the wettest in a generation, with nearly a third of the 1st XI matches being lost to the 

weather.  2024 wasn’t quite as extreme, but thanks to another incredibly wet spring, the 

start of the season was delayed by nearly a month at Croft’s Stoke Heath ground and 5 1st XI 

matches were lost to the weather.  As ever, the club were extremely grateful to the team of 

volunteers, led by curator Mark Taylor, who gave up their time in testing conditions to 

ensure that adult and junior members were able to access cricket training and matches once

the ground dried out!

Off the pitch, it is also important to note the contribution of other volunteers who keep the 

club afloat, whether that’s through administration behind the scenes, running the pavilion 

and bar, bringing sponsorship or fundraising into the club, coaching and managing junior 

sides or leading adult sides as captains or selectors.  These people are the lifeblood of the 

club and all our members owe a debt of gratitude to them for their hidden contributions.

On the pitch, there were mixed levels of success in adult cricket. The 1st XI struggled 

throughout the season but still managed to maintain their place in Worcestershire Division 

3, whilst the 2nd XI and, to an even greater extent, the achieving more positive results with 

5th and 3rd placed finishes respectively in their leagues.

There was further growth in the club’s flourishing junior section.  60 boys and girls were 

again able welcomed to the club as part of the ECB’s All Stars Programme, whilst a further 

100 or so juniors from ages 7-15 took part in junior cricket across 10 different junior sides in 

both boys and girls teams.  This was the second year that the club was able to offer 

standalone girls cricket and it’s popularity in introducing new players to the game was great 

to see!



1  st   XI Review  

2024 was a challenging season for the 1st XI with some player turnover, injuries and other 

commitments meaning that the club were unable to field consistently strong sides.  As a 

result, whilst the side managed some impressive performances over the course of the 

season, there were also a number of disappointing ones which contributed to an overall 9th 

place finish.

2024 was always going to be a transitional year, with a number of the club’s big junior 

prospects making the step up to becoming first XI regulars.  The fact that they settled in so 

quickly and contributed as equals alongside their more experienced team-mates can only 

stand the club in good stead to progress in future years.

Captain Josh Cound led the way with the bat with 509 runs at an average of 36, whilst 15-

year old Ben Athey hit the biggest knock of the season, scoring an incredible 130 against 

league winners Netherton as Avoncroft chased down 327 to post their most impressive win 

of the season.

With the ball, Josh Cound was also the leading wicket taker is 23 wickets however 16-year 

old Ben Huxley also deserves a mention for his 18 wickets as he quickly became a key cog in 

the 1st XI bowing line up



2  nd   XI Review  

The availability challenges that hit the 1st XI in 2024 trickled down to the 2nds as the team 

produced an inconsistent season – sometimes winning comfortably in weeks where most 

regulars were available whilst finding the going tough on weeks where availability was less 

positive.

Despite these challenges, the 2nds still managed to secure a top half finish with 8 wins and 6

defeats to show for their efforts.  As ever, the focus of both the 2nd and 3rd XI was to bring 

through the next crop of talented youngsters, whilst still offering a competitive cricket 

experience for those senior players not looking for regular 1st XI cricket.

The success of our juniors was most obvious when reviewing the bowling performances of 

the team; two of the top three bowlers (Pete Smith and Carter Morgan) were Under 15s 

whilst the leading wicket taker, Max Jukes, also came through Croft’s junior sector a few 

years earlier.  The runs were largely provided by the more experienced members of the 2nd 

XI, with captain Chris Pitt bearing the brunt of the batting responsibilities with 614 runs at 

an average of 68.  



3  rd   XI Review  

Having been relegated back down to Division 9 (North) following a brief “dipping of the toe”

in Division 8, the 3rd XI found the level of cricket more to their liking in 2024! 9 wins and only

2 defeats saw the 3rds finish in 3rd place in the league which, although outside of the 

promotion places, in the end was enough to give the 3rds another shot at Division 8 cricket 

in 2025 following a restructure of the lower levels of the Worcestershire County League.

3rd XI cricket offers the perfect environment for younger players to take their first steps into 

adult cricket and for more experienced players to continue to access competitive cricket in a

more relaxed conditions.  Under the tutelage of captain Jason Patel, the 3rd XI squad found 

the perfect balance between playing success and social enjoyment across the course of the 

season.  As with the 2nd XI, batting success tended to be driven by some of the senior players

with Damian Hampton (436 runs at 48), Kunal Issar (209 runs at 104) and Brent Burford (199

runs at 40) leading the way.  U18 Ethan Warman (171 runs) and U14 Joe Simon (146 runs) 

showed that the club’s younger players were also able contribute towards the run scoring!  

Wickets were shared around a number of players in the 3rd XI squad - Kunar Issar and Ravi 

Verma topped the charts but U13 Rhys Pate and U15 James Blow were not far behind.



Treasurer’s Report 2024

2023 was another strong year financially for Avoncroft CC, with the club posting a surplus of 

£10,859, although this included an ECB grant of £7,976 provided to part-fund a new artificial

wicket which was not laid until April 2025 so the equivalent costs will be reported in the 

2025 accounts.  The remaining profit will enable the club to meet the required local 

contribution towards the cost of the artificial wicket which will significantly improve the 

junior training and playing facilities at the club.

The Accounts are attached to this report, however the key points in summary are as follows:

- The club made a surplus of £10,859, with income remaining steady at £42,793.  

Excluding one-off grants, income increased by around £4.5k which was driven by an 

increase in the number of junior members contributing membership fees.  The club also 

increased match fees which, along with a drier summer, contributed an initial £1.3k and 

saw bar profits increase by nearly £2k.

- Excluding one-off expenditure linked to club investments, expenditure remained 

reasonably stable across the main areas of spend including ground upkeep and utilities.

- Any surpluses, once a reasonable contingency is set aside in case of unexpected 

pressures on running costs, are managed through a development account which 

enables the club to fund improvements in facilities and other key investments to drive 

sustainability and improve member experience.  In 2024, the key areas of investment 

through the development account were:

o £1,995 on replacement doors and fire exit improvements

o £1,470 on bar equipment

o £711 on other minor items

- The club’s success with its day-to-day finances meant that a development account 

balance of £19,036 was set aside for further investment priorities in 2025.  As stated 

above, this includes a budget of £10,428 for a new artificial wicket.








