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Season Overview

Despite the wettest cricket season in a generation, Avoncroft Cricket Club can look back on 

another successful season in 2023.  Consistent rain throughout March and April meant that, 

as the first game of the season came about, the club’s grounds team were still unable to get 

ground equipment out of the garage due to flooding across the bottom of the ground.  

Despite the incredible efforts of the team over the next few weeks, ably led by curator Mark

Taylor, it took another month for the ground to dry out and for playing conditions to be 

appropriate enough for games to begin.

Once this did happen, results on the pitch were mixed; the high points being the 1st XI’s 

triumph in the Midweek T20 trophy and the 2nd XI’s exciting promotion push which, 

poetically, was scuppered by further wet weather that bookended the season!

Whilst adult results were mixed, 2023 was undoubtedly the most successful year of junior 

cricket in the club’s history.  Leading the way for the Under 9s, who were crowned county 

champions – only the 2nd county title achieved by the club since junior cricket reformed in 

1996.  The club’s Under 8s almost made it 3 titles the following week, making their way all 

the ways through their county competition only to be pipped in the final against Barnards 

Green.  Note to be outdone, there were successes throughout the older age groups, with 

league victories for both the Under 12s and Under 14s.

Despite all this success, the club’s greatest achievement in 2023 was probably the launch of 

a girls cricket section as part of our flourishing junior programme, with sides at both Under 

9s and Under 11s competing in local softball competitions.  This development was an 

exciting step forward in the club’s plans to offer an inclusive cricket environment for all of 

the local community, and stands the club in a great position to continue to drive forwards in 

the future.



1  st   XI Review  

The weather played a massive part in the 1st XI season, with washouts in the first 4 games of 

the season effectively ending Croft’s title charge before a ball was bowled as other sides 

pulled away in the first month.  By the end of their Division 3 season, Croft had lost 7 games 

to the weather – nearly a third of season – and this contributed to the team’s inability to 

build momentum and deliver consistency on the pitch.

Although consistency was a challenge, there were still some real high points, many of which 

came in the Midweek T20 Trophy competition; a cup that Croft had won in two of the 

previous four seasons.  Having strolled through the early rounds, Croft’s biggest scare came 

in a semi-final match against Himley.  With the game drifting away after Croft had posted a 

below par 144-5, captain Josh Cound produced a magical penultimate over to take 2 vital 

wickets, and Matt Athey took 2 incredible catches before keeping his nerve to bowl his side 

to a 4 run victory in the last over.  In the final, runs from Will Baker and Mark Whitehead 

enabled Croft to post 177-4, a total that was always going to be beyond opponents Bewdley,

as Croft lifted the trophy for a third time.

The league a less successful affair, with 6 wins and 8 defeats leaving Croft comfortably in 

mid-table. Will Baker (558 runs) and Josh Cound (18 wickets) led the individual standings, 

but a special mention should go to Ant Pittam, who was the pick of the bowlers across the 

season with 15 wickets at an average of under 16.



2  nd   XI Review  

The 2nd XI had a great season, narrowly missing out on the Division 8 promotion playoffs by 

1 point; the weather again playing it’s part as their last game was rained off when only a 

couple of bonus points were required to secure second place.  Despite this disappointed, 

the team can be proud of their record of 9 wins and 4 defeats across their league campaign.

2023 was the season when our talented crop of youngsters really started to stamp their 

mark on 2nd team cricket.  Although captain Chris Pitt led the batting ranks once again with 

429 league runs, Ben Athey (U14) and Ben Huxley (U15) were the next two highest run 

scorers with both also featuring high up the bowling standings.  Jack Wright (U17) was the 

sides leading wicket taker although he was closely followed by Andy Pittam, who at the 

spritely age of 71 was the perfect example of the inclusive nature of Avoncroft Cricket Club, 

where players young and old can come together on the cricket pitch!



3  rd   XI Review  

Having been promoted from Division 9 in 2022, the 3rd XI faced the harsh reality of the step 

up in standard in Division 8 (North), effectively playing at the same level as their 2nd XI 

counterparts.  Despite the significant efforts of the players young and old, this proved to be 

a step too far for the 3rds, who finished at the foot of the table with just 2 wins to go along 

with their 10 defeats in the season.

Runs were incredibly hard to come by, with only two batters scoring above 150 runs for the 

season – Dan Wood’s career best of 88 proving to be the top score across Croft’s 12 games.  

The 3rds held their own more easily with the ball, as the next generation of Croft players 

followed the proven route of 3rd XI to build up their experience in the adult game.  14 year 

old Pete Smith led the bowling standings with 10 wickets, whilst youngsters Carter Morgan 

and Hayden Smith both impressed in their first taste of senior cricket.

Despite finishing last, the 3rds avoided relegation as only two sides went down across the 4 

Division 8 leagues, however the committee determined that Division 8 cricket was not ideal 

as a first stepping stone for our younger players and as such have requested to be placed 

back into Division 9 for the 2024 season.



Treasurer’s Report 2023

2023 was another strong year financially for Avoncroft CC, with the club posting a surplus of 

£2,861, whilst also making £14,551 available for investment into equipment and pavilion 

improvement works.  Unfortunately, more work was required than anticipated at the start 

of the year following a water league in the pavilion that caused significant damage to 

fixtures and fittings.  Whilst the club’s insurance policy mitigated the financial risk, the club 

were indebted to the efforts of our volunteers, particularly pavilion manager Jason Huxley, 

for the efforts to get the pavilion up and running for the start of the cricket season.

The Accounts are attached to this report, however the key points in summary are as follows:

- The club made a surplus of £2,861, with income increasing to £41,887.  This position is 

slightly skewed by the insurance payment mentioned above.  Excluding one-off grants, 

income reduced by just under £3,000, with the club finances impacted by the unusually 

wet season which reduced bar takings, match fees and other social fundraising.

- Despite the poor weather, the club’s junior section continued to flourish, with a further 

growth in membership contributing an additional £1,100 in membership fees.

- The club’s development account shows the main areas of investment in 2023, which 

included:

o £11,665 on pavilion refurbishment and enhancement

o £2,199 on a new ride-on outfield mower

o £687 on additional ground equipment

- The club’s success with its day-to-day finances meant that a development account 

balance of £10,236 was set aside for further investment priorities in 2024.










