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Season Overview

Although Covid-19 was still with us, 2021 saw a welcome return to almost
normality in the world of local cricket. Cricket teas were still off-limits,
taking away one of the real mainstays of village cricket culture, but this
was a small price to pay for the opportunity to get the club’s 150+ adult
and junior members back playing again.

On the pitch, there was little to shout about for Avoncroft’'s adult sides,
with the 1t XI narrowly avoiding relegation in their last game of the
season, whilst the other Saturday and Sunday sides all had reasonable
seasons resulting in mid-table finishes.

The real success of the season came from the growing involvement of our
junior players in adult cricket, with 13 members of our junior squads
contributing for adult sides over the course of the year. Whilst none were
quite ready to start pushing themselves into 1% X| consideration, several
made their presence felt in 2" XI cricket, with 3 2" XI fifties from junior
players a highlight of the season.

The return to normality in 2021 coincided with a massive influx of junior
members, all looking for an opportunity to build fitness and new skills
after a year of on-off lockdowns. This was never more evident than in the
explosion of interest in All Stars cricket, where 60 boys and girls aged from
5-8 were offered their first introduction into the sport. In addition, over 80
juniors in the club’s own softball and hardball sections also attended the
club’s incredibly successful Friday evening training. On the pitch,
Avoncroft’s Under 10s were the club’s most successful side, excelling in
their first season of hardball cricket to reach the county pairs final where
they finally came unstuck against Ombersley. An example of the growing
impact of Croft’s junior section came in the end of season county trials,
where four juniors (Harvey Shaw, Ben Athey, Henry Greaves and Ben
Mumford) were successful in being selected for their county winter
training squads.

The growing success of the club could also be seen through the increase
in our income generation, enabling the club to embark in a major
programme of pavilion improvements, including a complete replacement
of our electrical works. These improvements build upon the sustainability
of the club for the years ahead.



1t XI Review

2021 was a tough year for the 1% XI - a slow start to the season, coupled
with a very wet May, left Croft behind the curve as we moved into the
summer and things never really improved as the year went on. A late
push was required to avoid relegation and the players responded, going
unbeaten in their last 6 games, including a vital win on the last day of the
season, to jump out of the relegation places and into 9™ place in the
league.

It was a tough year for the Croft batters, with only 2 centuries across the
season; one of which was a quite magnificent 152* by Duncan Roke vs
Alvechurch, a knock that single-handedly led to a vital win against the
eventual 2" place side. Roke’s limited availability left Croft overly reliant
on Dan Elliott, who held up well with 593 runs at an average of 37, but a
lack of support often left Croft short of the runs needed to compete.

The bowling faired a little better, with 4 bowlers sharing the bulk of the
overs. Captain Josh Cound led the way with 34 wickets at an average of
23 which included a key 5 wicket haul in the last game of the season
against Redditch. Veteran Paul Athey led the averages with 29 wickets at
an average of 18, including a match-winning 5-13 off 10 overs on a damp
deck at Alvechurch.

All in all, a tough season but, having turned the corner from August
onwards, Croft will enter 2022 with a more positive outlook on their
chances.
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Harborne CC-
T WoresLge 1st 22 2 0 10 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 0 3 0 26 20 0 803 12 335
X

Alvechurch &
2 Hopwood CC- 22 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 0 2 0 16 13 0 1502 14 331
TstXI

Bartestree &
3 lugwardine CC 22 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 0 4 0 1 18 1 749 12 304
- 1stXI

Redditch CC -
4 ondXI 22 2 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 6 0 3 0 16 19 0 105 10 260
na



Avoncroft CC-
9 151 22 0 0 6 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 7 0 4 0 24 33 0 339 6 M
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Rushwick CC -
7111::;:”'( 2 2 0o 4 0 0 0 0 0 O O 5 0 8 0 3 0 30 2 0 92 6 20

Worcester CC-
V12 2ndxi 22 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 4 0 40 27 9 1713 2 130

2"4 X1 Review

The 2™ XI continued their consistent recent record of mid-table finishes
with a 6" placed finish after 6 wins, 8 defeats and lots of bowling bonus
points!

2021 gave the Croft faithful some flashes of the exciting times to come, as
Croft’s flourishing junior section started to make telling contributions in
adult cricket. Expertly marshalled by captain Joe Ingle, who himself lead
the way with 430 runs and 12 wickets, Croft’'s younger players contributed
to a positive season for the second XI. Three Under 15s (Harry Stone,
Harvey Shaw and Matt Athey) averaged over 20 with the bat, with all
three recording their first senior 50 in the process.

Another junior, 15 year old Matt Croal, led the way with the ball, taking 15
wickets with his leg-spin (to go with 6 3™ X| wickets) to lead the 2™ XI
wicket takers and earn himself Croft’s Young Player of the Year award in
the process. New recruit Chris Spencer finished with the best average
across the season, with 12 wickets at an average of 18.

With ten Under 16s playing 2" Xl cricket at some point across the season,
Croft look well set to build upon their successes over the next few years.



DIVISION EIGHT (EAST) - 2021.
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POS TEAM P W W t | len a c BatP BowlP Pen RIW w Pts
A 0ld Halesenians CC- 1stXI 1% 1M 0 0 1 0 5 1 2 5 0 8.16 " 264
A ? Five Ways Old Edwardians CC- 2nd XI 18 10 1 a 2 0 5 1] 4 14 1] 13.76 " 263

3 Alvechurch & Hopwood CC - 2nd X 1% 10 0 0 3 0 4 1 7 12 0 1403 10 251
4 Buffalo Barnstormers CC- 15t Xl 18 7 0 1] & 2 3 1] 1 25 1 547 7 193
5 Redditch CC - Redditch Entaco 3rd XI 18 7 0 0 7 0 4 0 8 18 0 0.28 7186
5] Avoncroft CC - 2nd XI 18 5 1 a 8 0 4 1] 12 35 1 -3 <] 186
7 Cookhill CC - 1stXI 18 6 0 0 7 0 4 1 11 23 0 412 6 186
8 Himbleton CC- 2nd XI 18 5 0 1] 8 0 4 1 23 23 1] -0.13 5 178
9 Harborne CC- Wores Lge 4th XI 18 1 1 a 13 0 3 1] 22 49 1] -20.41 2 126

VY 0 Astwood Bank CC- 4th XI 18 3 0 0 10 1 4 0 1 36 2 1136 3 125



3" XI Review

Avoncroft’s investment in junior coaching and facilities over the last 10
years came to fruition in 2021 with the club fielding a 3™ Xl for the first
time in over a decade. With club stalwart Jason Huxley stepping down
from the 2nds to lead the side, a mix of young and old players performed
admirably in their first season together, claiming a 4 placed finish in
Division 9 (West).

The 3rd XI won 5 games and lost 4 over the course of the season, tending
to perform well to beat the teams below them but not quite having
enough experience to challenge the top 3 sides. Whilst there were no
centuries scored in the 3rds first season, there were still some impressive
batting exploits. Ross Chapman and Mark Wood both hit 2 fifties each,
with Ross’ 96 at Bredon proving to be the season’s top score. Whilst he
didn’t reach 50, Jason Huxley was often key in holding the batting
together and taking Croft over the line with some reliable performances
which saw him average 52 for the season.

The 3rd XI bowling was helped by the experienced pair of Anthony Pittam
and Martyn Cound, who led the wicket table with 12 and 10 respectively,
but the majority of overs were bowled by Croft's emerging junior
contingent. Matt Croal and 13 year old Ben Huxley were next in line with
6 wickets apiece, and there were also telling contributions from Rohan
Levy, Jack Wright, Bobby Riley and Liam Livesey.

DIVISION NINE (WEST) - 2021

SHARE o o

POS TEAM P W wen B len c a BatP BowlP Pen RIW W Pt
Stourport-On-Severn CC- 4th XI 12 4 3 0 1 0 a 4 7 ] 1] 991 7 173

Droitwich Spa CC- 4th XI 12 6 1 0 1 0 1 3 2 2 1 1074 7 170

3 Rushwick CC - 3rd XI 12 6 0 0 3 1 1] 2 b 12 0 6.03 ] 148
4 Avoncroft CC - 3rd XI 12 4 1 0 4 0 1 2 5 17 1] 029 5 144
5 Bredon CC - 3rd XI 12 1 1 0 7 1 a 2 1 14 5 173 2 70
6 Pershore CC- 4th XI 12 1 1] 0 5 0 1] 6 4 16 1] 1642 1 70

Worcester CC - 4th XI 12 1 0 0 2 4 0 5 7 7 1 654 1 58



Sunday Review

Avoncroft’s youthful Sunday Xl showed great progress in 2021, with the
majority of Croft’s younger players kicking on in their 2" season of adult
cricket. The side won 6 games, with one draw and 7 defeats from their 14
games.

As he had done for many years, Chris Pitt held the batting together with
383 runs at an average of 43. 1°* X| captain Josh Cound made his
presence felt on the odd occasion when his support was required, chipping
in with 162 runs at an average of 81, whilst 15 year old Jack Wright can be
proud of his first adult 50 in the last Sunday game of the season. Captain
Paul Athey will also look back of the season fondly; he was only required
to bat on 4 occasions, but went through the whole season without getting
out whilst also recording his first century after 30 years of trying!

The Sunday Xl bowling was almost entirely led by Croft’s juniors, with only
13 wickets over the course of the season being taken by bowlers over the
age of 15! Fin Morris was the leading wicket taker, with 13 wickets at an
average of 25, whilst Ben Huxley and Dan Barnes finished with impressive
averages of 15 and 9 respectively.



Treasurer’s Report 2021

2021 was another positive year for the club’s finances, with growing
income levels enabling Avoncroft to continue to invest in improved
facilities for members and the wider community. The Accounts are
attached to this report, however the key points in summary are as follows:

The club made a surplus of £5,206 on day-to-day items.
In addition, another £8,118 was generated though donations and
fundraising, whilst £15,093 was spent on one-off areas of
development. These development items resulted in an overall deficit
of £1,769 for the year.
The day-to-day general account shows the growing income from the
club bar, which contributed over £8,700 in profit for the club. Junior
training income also grew by nearly £2,000 in year, helping to offset
the additional cost of grass-cutting that the club incurred in 2021.
The club’s development account shows the main areas of investment
in 2021, which included:

o £3,573 on pavilion improvement works

o £4,788 on the replacement of the club’s lighting and electrical

wiring
o £3,000 on a new outfield mower, which should reduce the annual
cost of grass-cutting in future years

o £1,900 on tree works
The club’s success with its day-to-day finances meant that £5,000
could be set aside to top-up the development fund for 2022. This
transfer means that the club starts 2022 with £6,581 in its
development account and a further £12,368 in the main account,
ensuring that the club is in a stable position moving forwards.



AVONCROFT CRICKET CLUB - CLUB ACCOUNTS

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

General A/C Development A/C TOTAL TOTAL
2021 2021 2021 2020
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
0 [ 0 14,712
0 0 14,712
~ 5977 0 5077 3655 |
- Subscriptions 3,180 3,180 2,580
- 1st Xl Match Fees 165 165 420
- 2nd Xl Match Fees 300 300 360
- 3rd X Match Fees 378 378
- Sunday Match Fees 265 265 430
- Unallocated / Other Match Fees 1,689 1,689 325
- Indoor League Fees 0 0 150
- Indoor Nets 0 0 430
[ unior Commitiee — 5050 1110 6,160 3,240 |
- Subs, Training & Match Fees 5,059 5,059 3,249
- Indoor Nets
- Grants / Donations 1,000 1,000
- Sale of clothing / equipment 110 110
[Social & Fundraising Committee 0 628 6828 2,581 |
- Vice Presidents / Donations 1,506 1,506 1,821
- Sponsorship 1,800 1,800 1,500
- 200 Club 1,120 1,120 1,512
- Bonus Ball 916 916
- Other social/fundraising 1,486 1,486 48
avilion Commitiee 0 180 150 2,600 |
- Capital Grants 180 180
- Water rebate 2,690
3747 5,787 3557 |
[TOTAL AVONCROFT CC INCOME 15780 3115 27,902 A7 |
EXPENDITURE £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £
in Commitiee — 4,248 [1] 4,248 5,207 |
- Loan repayments 483 483 483
- Insurance 2,079 2,079 2,166
- Lease extension 0 0 1,490
- Fire Compliance 145 145 137
- Licences 877 877 268
- Affliation Fees 0 0 145
- Darts 440 440 430
- Sundries 225 225 119
[Playing Commitize 153 0 1553 TO1 |
- League Fees 787 787
- Balls 587 587 728
- Trophies / Medals 69 69
- Indoor Nets 0 0 463
- Other 81 81
[l unior Commitiee = 25 1177 1,662 38|
- League Fees i ol
- Indoor Nets 0
- Kit / Equipment 1,177 1,177
- Trophies 214 214 228
- Courses 220 220 150
ocia undraising Committee 177 (1] 177 0
- Social/fundraising equipment 177 177 0
rou avilion Committee — 8145 13,916 22,060 26,599 |
- Capital Purchases 10,799 10,799 21,003
- Ground Rent 711 AN 341
- Groundsmen Fees
- Ground Work / Expenses 3,905 2,044 5,949 3,395
- Grass Cutting 1,840 1,840 660
- Pavilion Cleaning 132 132 80
- Pavilion Maintenance / expenses 26 1,073 1,009
- Utilities (Gas) 0
- Utilities (Electricity) 564 564 1,120
- Utilities (Water) 967 967
[Bar Commitiee 0 0
[TOTAL AVONCROFT CC EXPENDITURE 14578 5055 25,671 35375 |
Famvmm) I | 5206 l | 5975 I | B ) | | Lﬂ—l
BEFORE INTERNAL TRANSFERS
) e o e O
TOTAL AV PROFIT / | 206 l | 1975 I | -1,769 | | :,arl




AVONCROFT CRICKET CLUB - CLUB ACCOUNTS

MOVEMENT OF FUNDS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

 Bank | Cash Total |
£ £ £

Opening balance at 1st) anuary 2021 ZIE%I a2 ﬂ 717
Split between:
- General a/c 12'120| 42| 12,162
- Developmenta/c 8,556 8,556,
2020 Cheques banked - Income 0 0
2020 Cheques presented / written back - Expenditure 0 0
2021 Cheques received butnotyetbanked - Income 0] 0
2021 Cheques sentbutnotyetbanked - Expenditure 0 0
Surplus / (deficit) for the year (1,761) @] (1,769
Closing balance at 31st December 2019 18,915| 34 18,949
Split between:
General a/c 12,334 34 12,368
Development a/c 6,581 6,581




AVONCROFT CRICKET CLUB - CLUB ACCOUNTS

DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT - MEMORANDUM

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

INCOME

EXPENDITURE

2021

2021

£ ] £

£ | £

OPENING BALANCE
Made up of:

- Insurance Claim

- General Balance

8,556

1,664
6,892

[Grants

EW Cricket Trust Grant

- J unior Equipment / Balls
Bromsgrove Council - Signs
- Signs

1,180
1,000

180

1,321 |
) B

144

ponsorship & Donations
VP & Donations
Boumville Trust
CAF
Morrison Insurance
LG Haris
200 Club
Bonus Ball
Other (Raffk, BBQ etc)

Pauvillion works 1 (inc insurance replacements)
Pauillion works 2

Lighting / Electrics

Ouitfield Mower

Nets upgrade - rodent works

Trees

1,506
500
350
200
750

1,120
916

1,596

2,500
1,073
4,788
3,000
511
1,900

Transter from General Account

[SUB-TOTAL

15,003 |

[BALANCE

Made up of:
- General

6,581
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I report on the acoounts of the charity for the year ended 31st December 2021.

Respective responsibilities of charity trustees and examiner

As the charity's trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with
the Charities Act 2011 [“the Act”).

The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Act
and that an independent examination is needed,

It is iy respansibility to:

* exarmine the acoounts under section 145 of the Charities Act

* follow the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission (under section 145(5)[b)
of the Act, and

* state whather particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity
Commission. An examination indudes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also indudes consideration of amy
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees conoerning
any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be
required in an audit, and corsequently na opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a
“true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below,

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no material miatters have come to my attention which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect-

* the accounting records were not kept in accordance with saction 130 of the Charities Act:
or

*MMMMMMMMHMMW
-Hummﬁdnmwnwwﬁhmlmﬁﬁmmﬂmmmmimmwmd
content of accounts set out in the Charities {Accourts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other
than any requirement that the accounts give 3 “true and fair’ view which [s not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

I'have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which amtention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
@coounts to be reached.

Signad: Qﬁ Date:  J/ {-n Q.g:. 2o?L.

Name: PH‘I. wf iﬁj L8



