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OPEN HEAVEN CHURCH
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31"August 2020

The trustees who are also directars of the charity for the purposes of the Companies Act present their report
together with the financialstatements of the charity for the year ended 31"August 2020. They are also prepared
to meet the requirements for a director's report and accounts for Companies Act purposes.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out In note 1 ta the accounts
and comply with the charity's governing document, applicable law and the requirements of Accounting and

Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in

accordance with the Financial Reparting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of ireland IFRS 102).

Objectives and Activities and achievements for public Benefit

The obiectives of the Church are to advance the Christian faith In Loughborough, the United Kingdom, and the
wider world. The vision of Open Heaven is to impact our communities and to see transformation by making

disciples who establish heaven on earth. This means bringing heaven' s joy, justice, righteousness, peace healing,

hope and life to the people and places around us.

In planning activities for the year, the Trustees have cansidered the Commission's guidance on public benefit

and, in particular, the specific guidance on charities for the advancement of religion.

Open Heaven is an evangelical church and a member of the Pioneer network of churches,

This past year has been particularly challenging as we' ve had to learn quickly how to do church within the
context of a global pandemic - cQviD-19. The UK lockdown significantly impacted our operations during the
year and most of our In person worship, meetings and community work has had to pivat to online. Our thanks

go out to ali staff, volunteers and church members that have continued to make Open I-leaven a pioneering

success in these very difficult circumstances.

During the year we appointed a new Children's Leader and have worked hard through regular Zoom family

worship and a Miracle Maker holiday club to keep families and children engaged, Our older kids activity has

also thrived and we' ve expanded aur resource in youth work. Despite the restrictions in meeting physically,

turnout for online gatherings have been really encouraging and the local community have continued to support

each other.

i ion

Qur miss&on statement is 'Making Disciples who establish Heaven on Earth'. Since Open Heaven started over

twenty years ago, we have had a specific call to make disciples meaning over two thousand people have

experienced a church culture which has actively discipled them, often through a season of one-to-one

discipleship and being part of a community that is committed to inner transformation, Open Heaven is not a

church to belong to If yau want to stay the same.

r Sto

The story of Open Heaven goes back to 1993 on Loughborough University campus, Ness Wilson arrived in

Towers Hall as a fresher and found that Christian students had been praying specifically for ten 'fired up

freshersk Ness was one of those ten, As they all prayed passionately for their friends in Towers Hail, the
numbers of students following Jesus trebled by the end of the first term. This young group of students

graduated, and taking God seriously, considered the possibility of staying in Loughborough to start a Church

They were encouraged by a significant prophetic word about 'a church set up by young people for young

people in the Midlandsq Open Heaven has since become the reality of an extraordinary God at work in the
lives ofordinary people.

~Our V I

Our five core values spell the word GRACE; Growth, Relevance, Authenticity, Community and Empowerment.
This helps us to easily remember our five core values and fits us well as a

cern

munity who arecharacterized by
the grace of God. We want. to be a community characterized by the grace God has shown us and sa we have

used the word grace to further describe our values as a church,

Growth, We are growing in numbers because numbers mean people, and people matter to God. We are growing

in Christ-hke character, generosity, and gifting because that enables God to use us to our fullest potential. We
are growing leaders ta influence every sphere oi society.
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We are growing and sending out church planting teams because church planting remains the most effective
way to make disciples who make disdples.

Relevance, We want our faith to be connected to the rest of our lives, As 4 culturally relevant Church we think

about location, language, music, content and the overall feel as we create expressions of Church to be aci essible
to people who have little or no experience of Church, Jesus connected with people who did not regard
themselves as religious and we want to do the same. Everyone is welcome and all are invited.

Authenticity. Open Heaven is a place where you can be who you really are before God and before others. You

wiil notice that people are honest with each other about their lives, knowing they are always totally accepted
but also knowing that there is help here to become the person they really want to be. We will love you as you
are and will inspire you to become more.

Community, Church is a community of people. It does not take too iong before people start to comment that it
feels like family. We are a community committed to sharing our lives with one another. This Is no mere mantra,
for some of us this commitment has led to sharing our homes and possessions, There are a multitudeof ways
to belong and build deep relationships within our community. The quickest and easiest way to belongis to be
part of a small group,

Empowerment, Open Heaven is committed to spotting people's potential and then finding ways of developing
and releasing it. As well as releasing people, we provide coaching and training to support those stepping out.
We actively encourage people to discover their caiiing, their passions and their unique set of spiritual gifts and
then find ways both within and outside of Church life to outwork them.

Be an Apostolic Resource Community. We are able to serve and strengthen other churches, both within

Pioneer and also more widely across our town and region, The word 'apostolic' means 'sent' and means we
can break new ground for God's Kingdom by creating new expressions of Open Heaven locally and by church
planting further afield,

Be a Crty of Refuge. The term 'City of Refuge' was born out of a prophetic word - rooted in the book of Joshua—
given to us from God several years ago that pornted towards a new chapter in our life as a church where we
would grow into a place of safety, care and transformation for those seeking refuge, Including to each otherl
Our goal to be a City of Refuge and our move into the St Peter 's Centre have been the springboards for our work
in the wider community.

Be an Open Heaven. We want to live up to our name by continuing to develop in rhythms of prayer and worship
and by being naturally supernatural. We love growing in our awareness of God's presence and know that when
heaven touches earth, wonderful things happen I We have also turned the old boiler room basement into a 24-
7 prayer room. We gather on a termly basis for Worship Nights and Jacob's Ladder eventswhere we push into
worship, intercede for our town and press into the presence of the I-loly Spirit.

Income from members has remained at a similar level to the previous year. Cafe sales and other income have
reduced signiflcantfy due to Covid 19 restrictions forcing the cafts to close part way through the year. Total
expenditure has reduced in comparison to last year due to the fact that the charity was restricted in the
activities which could be undertaken due to Covid 19 restrictions. The statement of financial actwities shows
net income on unrestricted funds of 68,811 (2019 69,715 net expenditure) and overall net income of 68,811
(2019:f21,201 net expenditure). AII restricted funds are held In the acquisition value of the St Peter's premises,
with the reserve for the future maintenance requirements of the building now being held by other partners.

Total reserves at 31st August 2020 were 6712,726 (2019: 6703,915), including E485, 124 (2019: 6485, 124)
restricted funds.
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The trustees have established a policy whereby the unrestricted funds not committed or invested in tangible
fixed assets ('the free reserves') held by the charity should be sufficien to cover a minimum of three months'
salaries. The current level of free reserves is f94,952, which is in line with this policy.

~RI k~MnaU(gfirgfLt

All major insurable risks are subject to normal Churches and employer's insurance, Annual reviews of risk, such
as health and safety are undertaken by the Trustees in conjunction with employees and volunteers.

Structure, Governance and Management

Open Heaven Church is a charitable company limited by guarantee, rncorporated on 5th May 2010 and
registered as a charity on 14th June 2007. The organization was formerly a charitable trust by the same name
and the company took responsrbllity of its activities on 1st April 2008. The company was established under a
Memorandum of Associatron which established the objects and powers of the charitable company and is

governed under Its Articles of Association, In the event of the company being wound up members are required
to contribute an amount not exceeding f10.

The board

We appoint trustees on an irregular basis, wherr doing so we look for two criteria:

1, A good knowledge oF the charity and its purposes.

2. Appropriate skills and competencies to complement existing strengths.

To support trustees existing competencies, we refer them to web based training materials appropriate to their
role.

Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities
The trustees (who are also directors of Open Heaven Church for purposes of company law) are responsible for
preparing the Trustees' Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and
united Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year, Under company law
the trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and fair
view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of resources,
including the income and expendit ~ re, of the charitable company for that period, In preparing these financial
statements, the trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

observe the methods and pnnclpals in the Charities SORP 2019 (fRS102)

make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

state whether UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained In the finarrdal statements;

prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charitable company will continue in operation

The trustees are responsible I'or keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at
any time the financlal position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial
statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for saFeguarding the assets of the
charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities,

On Behalf of The Board

N J Davis

Trustee

Uate: .30/g(2/xI 021„..



Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of Open Heaven Church

I report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the company for the year ended 31st
August 2020, which are set out on pages 6 to13.

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the charity trustees of the Company (and also its directors for the purposes of company law) you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act

2006 ('the 2006 Act'). Hawng satisfied myself that the accounts of the company are not required to be audited
under Part 16 of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, I report in respect of my

examination of your charitable company's accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011
('the 2011Act'). In carrying out my examination I have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission

under section 143(S) (b) of the 2011 Act,

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with the
examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

~ accounting records were not been kept in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006; or

~ the accounts do not accord with such records, or

~ the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act other than
any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair vleur which is not a matter considered as part of
an independent examination; or

~ the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and prindples of the Statement of
Recommended I ractlce for accounting and reporting by charities (applicable to charities preparing their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable In the UK and Republic of ireland

(FRS 102)].

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters m connection with the examination to which
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

D I Hotchkiss ACA FCCA

Wilkes Tranter (k Co Limited

Chartered Accountants
Brook House

Moss Grove

Klngswlnford

West Midlands

DY6 9MS

Date .30 lO6 IVOZ(



Open Heaven Church
Statement of financial activities (including income and expenditure account)

For the year ended 31st August 2020

Unrestricted
Funds

Note E

Restricted Total Funds Total Funds
Funds 2020 2019

E 6 6

Income
Income and endowments from:
Donations and legacies
Charitable activities

Government grants
Investments (bank interest)
Other trading activities

Other

312,063
33,680
15,307

120
33,654

312,063
33,680
15,307

120
33,654

288, 160
51,680

22
70,659
23,762

Total income 394,824 394,824 434,283

Expenditure on:
Cost of generating voluntary income

Charitable activities

Other - St Peter's Building Management Fund

7 386,013
8

386,013 431,827
23,657

Total expenditure 386,013 386,013 455,484

Net income 8,811 8,811 (21,201)

Reconciliation of funds

Balance at 1st September 2019 218,791 485, 124 703,915 725, 116

Total funds carried forward 227, 602 485, 124 712,726 703,915

All income resources and resource expended derive from continuing activities,

The church has no recognised gains or losses for the year other than the results above.

The notes on pages 8 to 13 form an integral part of these financial statements.



Open Heaven Church

Balance Sheet at 31st August 2020

Fixed assets

Tangible assets

Note f
2020

617,774

2019

613,374

Current assets

Debtors

Cash at bank and in hand

13 31,972

70,851

102,823

9,911
89,241

99,152

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one
year

Net current assets

Net assets

14 (7,871)

94,952

712,726

(8,611)

90,541
703,915

The funds of the charity;

Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds

Unrestricted Income funds

Totalcharity funds

19

485, 124

227, 602

712,726

485,124

218,791

703,915

For the financial year ended 31 August 2019, the charity was entitled to exemption from audit under section 477(1) of
the Companies Act 2006; and no notice has been deposited under section 476(1) requesting an audit. i he directors
acknowledge their responsibilities for ensuring that the charity keeps accounting records which comply with section 386
of the Act and preparing accounts which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity as at the end of the
year and of its income and expenditure for the financial year In accordance with the requirements of section 394 and
which otherwise comply with the Companies Act 2006, so far as applicable to the chanty.

The flnancial statements have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the
small companies regime under the Companies Act 2006.

Approved by the Board on ...s)Q(9(2!?021 and signed on its behalf by.'

N J Davis - Trustee

The notes on pages 8 to 13 form an integral part of these financial statements,



Open Heaven Church

Notes ta the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2020

1 General Information

Open Heaven Church is a company, limited by guarantee, incorporated in England and Wales under the Companies

Act 2006 and Charities Act 2011. The address af the registered office is provided in Reference and administrative

details. Details of the charity's operations are provided in the Report of the Trustees,

2 Accounting polldes

The principal accounting polides adopted, judgements and key sources of estimation uncertainty in the preparation

of the financial statements are as follows:

Basis of preparation

The charity constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS 102. The financial statements have been prepared,
under the historical cost convention in accordance with applicable accounting standards and follow the
recommendations in Statement cif Recommended Practice 'Accounting and Reporting by Charities' (SORP 2019 (FRS

102)) and comply with these Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulation 200S Issued under the Charities Act 2011.

These financial statements have been prepared In compliance with provisions of FRS 102, Section 1A, 'The Financial

Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland. '

Fund accounting policy

Unrestricted income funds are general funds that are available for use at the trustees' discretion fn furtherance of

the objectives of the charity.

Restricted funds are those donated for use ln a particular area ar for specific purposes, the use of which is restricted

ta that area or purpose,

Designated funds are unrestricted Funds set aside at the discretion of the trustees for specific purpases. Further

details of each fund are disclosed in note 19,

Income

Voluntary income Including donations and grants that provide core funding or are of a general nature is recagnlzed

where there is entitlement, certainty of receipt and the amount can be measured with sufi'icient reliability.

Donated services or facilities:

These are included in incoming resources (with an equivalent amount in resources expended) where the beneht is

reasonably quantifiabl, measurabfe, and material. They are estimated value is based upon the nature oftheservice,

Income from tax reclaims are included in the statement of financial activities at the same time as the gift to which

they relate.

Investment income is recognized on a receivable basis.

Income from charitabfe activities includes income recognized as earned (as the related goods or services are
provided) under contract.

Expenditure

Liabilities are recognized as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the charity to the
expenditure, All expenditure Is accounted Far on an accruafs basis and has been classified under headings that

aggregate all costs related to the category.

Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by tfze charity in the delivery of its activities and services for

its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those costs of an indirect

nature necessary to support them.



Open Heaven Church

Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2020

2 Accounting polldes (continued)

Grants payabie are payments made to third parties in the furtherance of the charitable objectives. Where the charity
gives a grant with conditions for its payment being a speciRc level of service or output to be provided, such grants
are only recognized once the recipient of the grant has provided the specific service or output.

Granls payable without performance conditions are only recognized in the accounts when a commitment has been
made and there are no conditions to be met relating to the grant which remain in the control of the cllarity,

Provisions for grants are made when the intention to make a grant has been communicated to the recipient but
there is uncertainty about either the timing of the grant or the amount of grant payable.

Support costs

As a small charity with a single significant activity, the allocation of support costs across actIvities is not applicable.

Governance costs

Governance costs include costs of the preparation and examination of the statutory accounts, the costs of trustee
meetings and the cost of any legal advice to trustees on governance or constitutional matters.

Fixed assets

Assets are capitalized if their useful economic life exceeds one year. Individual fixed assets costing 6500 or more are
Initially recorded at cost.

Depreciation

Depreciation is provided on tanfpble fixed assets so as to write off the cost or valuation, fess any estimated residual
value, over their expected useful economic life as follows;

Fixtures, fittings and equipment 33 1/3 N straight line basis

Plant and machinery-Other equipment 12.596 straight line basis

Plant and Machinery -Stage equipment 2096 straight line basis

Plant and Machinery - St Peter's Kitchen equipment 10Yo straight line basis

Land and buildings Not depreciated

Fixed assets are Included in the balance sheet at revaiued amounts.

Operating leases

Rentals payable under operating leases are charged in the statement of Rnancial activities on a straight line basis
over the lease term,

Pensions

The charity operates a defined contribution pension scheme for its employees

Taxation

As a registered charity, the company is exempt from income and corporation tax as all of its mcome has been
applied for chantabie purposes.

3 Donations and legades

Linrestrlcted

Funds

Restricted

Funds

Total Funds Total Funds

Appeals and donations

Gift Aid tax recovered

268,302

43,761

2020

f
268, 302

43,761

2019

f
255,390

32,770



Open Heaven Church
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2020

4 Income from charitable activities

ChristIan mission and social action

f f E f
Unrestricted Restricted Total Funds Total Funds

Funds Funds

2020 2019

ignite course income

Church events and other income

6,370

27,310
6,370

27,310
7,289

44,391
33,680 33,680 51,680

5 Other trading activities

St Peter's cafe sales
Rents receivable

33,654 33,654 64,913
5,746

33,654 70,659

6 Other Income

Contributions to St Peter's Building Fund from Elim

E

23,762

7 Details of charitable activities

Employment costs

Church activities

Caff purchases

Ignite course costs

Gifts and donations

Establishment costs

Repairs and maintenance

Office expenses

Printing, postage and stationery

Subscriptions and donations

IT costs

Travel and subsistence

Advertising and promotion

Bank charges

Depreoation of tangible fixed

assetsS»
Independent Examiner's Fees

Direct
costs

f
177,243

58, 121

Caffr

E

52, 779

13,161

1,S81

650

10

1,296

Support

6,592

26,456

16,846

96

11,851

1,648

228

2, 153

7,436

3,051

604

2,993

1,218

Total Funds

2020

f

230,022

58,121

13,161

6,592.

26,456

16,846

1,677

11,851

1,648

228

2, 153

7,436

3,701

614

4,289

Total Funds

2019

f

240,928

79, 185

20,385

9,847

19,180

31,728

3,386

8,167

3 127

3,906

2,294

4, 131

1,547

742

2,326

1,218 948
235,364 69,477 81,172 386,013 431,827

8 Other expenditure

The St Peter's Building Management account is no longer managed by the charity and has therefore been
transferred to the]oint owner.

10



Open Heaven Church
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2020

9 Trustees' remuneration and expenses

No trustee or person related or connected to them received any remuneration or expenses from the charity during
the year.

10 Net income

Net income is stated after charging.

2020

6
2019

f

Hire of plant and machinery —operating leases

Depreoation of tangible fixed assets
1,190

4,289 2,327

11 Employees' remuneration

The average number of persons employed by the charity (including trustees) during the year was as follows:

Charitable activities

Average number of staff employed (headcount)

2020

No

9,9
17.92

2019

No

9.3
14.26

The aggregate payroll costs of these persons were as follows:

Wages and salaries

Social seosrity

Pension costs

2020

f
208,569

11,685

7,143

2019

205,696

11,814

5,894

227,397 223,404

No employee received emoluments of more than 660000 during the year (2019 - No. 0).

12 Fixed Assets

Freehold

interest In land

and buildings

(Including

heritage assets)

Plant and

machinery

Induding

motor

vehicles

Fixtures,

fittings and

equipment Total

Cost
At 15eptember 2019
Additions

As at 31August2020

607,400

6 74

13,850
3

16 850

3,862 625, 112
5 8

'

1 6 01
Depreciation

At 1 September 2019
Charge for the year
As at 31 August 2020

7,895
23

3,843 11,738
19 7 89

0 77 '750 6 027
Net book value

As at 31 August 2020 6 573 380 617 774

As at 31 August 2019 607 400 19 74

11



Open Heaven Church
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2020

12 Fixed Assets (continued)
On the 3rd December 2012, the charity signed a sharing agreement with Elim Trust Corporation (company reg
290974) and the trustees of Eilm Foursquare Gospel Alliance (Charity reg No 251549). The Elim Trust Corporation, as
trustee of the Elim Church, is the owner of the property known as St Peter's Parish Church, Storer Road,
Loughborough. Under the agreement Open Heaven Church have agreed along with Loughborough Elim Church (A
branch of Ellm Foursquare Gospel alliance) to contribute towards the total capital cost of the property Including
improvements and refurbishment, On 4th January 2019, Open Heaven Church made their final contribution towards
the initial purchase and improvements, representing an overall equity investment of 379(. It is intended that
contributions to any future capital expenditure alterations that may be required conform to the level of equity
investment provided by each party.

The charity's interest in the property is to be secured by a legal charge, the value of which will be determined by the
proportion of its contribution. The running expenses of the building will be spilt equally by the parties and any Income
derived from building use will be used to contribute towards these expenses.

13 Debtors

Otherdebtors

Prepayments and accrued income

2020

3,618

28, 354

2019

E

1,160

8,751
8.87 8,87

14 Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Trade creditors

Other creditors

Accruala and deferred income

2020

2,331
706

4,834

2019
E

2,870

3, 176

2,565
7,87 8.

15 Iuiernb era' gability

The charity Is a private company limited by guarantee and consequently does not have share capital. Each of the
members is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding El towards the assets of the charity in the event of
liquidation.

16 Operating lease commitments

As at 31st August 2020 the charity had future minimum lease commitments as
follows:

Not later than 1 year

Later than 1 year and not later than 5 years

2020 2019
E E

1,190 1,190
892 2,082

2,082 3,272

17 Related parties

Donations totaling E8, 853 were made to the charity by 3 trustees during the year (2019:E'22, 950 by 2 trustees).

18 Controlling entity

The charity is controlled by the trustees.

12
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Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st August 2020

19 Analysisof funds

Designated Funds

Church Plant Fund

At 1
September

2019
E

9,000

Incoming
i'esoul'ces

Resources
Expended

f

(2,400)

Transfers

E

At 31
Aligust

2020
f

6,600

Generalfunds

Unrestricted income fund 209,791

7 IU I dl I d~ 394,824 (383,613) 221,002

227 602

Restricted Funds

Shared Church Building Project 485, 124 485, 124

Total Restricted funds 485 124

~33313 37 3 ~13 1!!71

Unrestncted funds are used for any purpose deemed suitable by the charity in pursuance of its main objects,
including contributing to any restricted funds held by the charity.

Designated funds have been put aside to fund church plant from general funds.

Shared Church Bugdlng Project -these are incoming resources restricted to funding the charities proportion of
capital costsand operating expenses concerning the church property share agreement in respect of St Peter' s

Church, Loughborough described elsewhere In these accounts,

20 Net assets by fund

Tangible assets

Current assets

Creditors; Amounts falling due within one year

Unrestricted

Funds

f
132,650

102,823

(7,871)

Restricted

Funds

f
485, 124

Total Funds

2020

f
617,774

102,823

(7,871)

Total Funds

2019

613,374

99 152

(8,611)

Net assets 227, 602 485, 124 712,726 703,915
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