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SECTION A

Reference and Administrative Details

The name of the charity is Penn Free Methodist Church and our charity no. is 1138169. The
Chairman of the Trustees is Pastor Peter Simpson of Chanel Cottage, Church Road, Penn Bucks,
HP 10 8NU. During the year the other serving trustees were Mr Ken Luff and the Rev. Richard
Mortimer. Also, a new trustee was appointed during the year : Mr Charles Scott-Pearson on 25th
February 2025.

SECTION B
Structure, Governance and Management

The trustees administer Penn Free Methodist Church according to the Trust Deed dated 4th August
2009. The trustees are appointed by the church members, usually, though not necessarily, from
outside of the body of the members. They are appointed on the basis of their being appropriately
qualified to further the aims of the church as outlined in the trust deed. They take on the
responsibility of financial oversight and also ensure that the church operates according to the terms
of the charity's governing document. Trustees hold office until such time as they resign or retire.

S E C T I O N  C

Objec ts  and  Ac t i v i t i es

The church's objectives are the advancement of the Christian religion in accordance with the
doctrinal statement in the church's governing document. The church's activities, in consequence of

this objective, are pastoral work within the congregation, and Christian ministry and evangelistic
work within the wider community, including ministry to children and young people.

SECTION D
Achievements and Performance
Throughout the past year the Church has continued a visible Christian witness to the local
community and further afield, and has also spoken out on national issues relevant to the upholding
of a biblical Christian viewpoint. We are thankful to God for supplying our needs and for sustaining
our Gospel testimony through another year.

SECTION E Financial Review

The charity's accounts are prepared on a receipts and payments basis, and are scrutinised by a
qualified independent examiner, Mr. R. Marshall. Principal funding sources are the donations of
church members, the donations of church attendees and the donations ot other triends of the church.
The main items of expenditure are the Minister's salary and property light and heat and
maintenance.

Cash in hand : The Lloyds Bank current account at 31/03/25 stands at £1,684.37; the Lloyds Bank
Instant Savings account at £14,355.69; and the Lloyds Bank Fixed Term Deposit account at
22,300.67.

Therefore total cash at 31/03/25 equals €38,340.73, representing a decrease on the previous year of
£11,609.37.
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Cash balances held at the end of the year are retained to finance everyday expenses in the
furtherance of the church's normal work and to fund property maintenance.

The trustees view the current level of cash reserves as adequate.

Financial expenditure decisions are made by the church members' meeting, whilst the trustees
maintain a general oversight and play an important advisory role, ensuring that the church's
financial position remains stable.

The charity holds no funds on behalf of others.

SECTION F
Public Benefit Statement
The Charity Commission website states that a charity has to conform to the public benefit

requirement of the Charities Act 2011. Directly quoting from the website,
"The public benefit requirement has two aspects:

The 'benefit aspect'
To satisfy this aspect:
a) a purpose must be beneficial - this must be in a way that is identifiable and capable of being
proved by evidence where necessary and which is not based on personal views
b) any detriment or harm that results from the purpose (to people, property or the environment) must
not outweigh the benefit - this is also based on evidence and not on personal views

The 'public aspect'
To satisfy this aspect the purpose must:
a) benefit the public in general, or a sufficient section of the public - what is a 'sufficient section of
the public' varies from purpose to purpose
b) not give rise to more than incidental personal benefit - personal benefit is 'incidental' where
(having regard both to its nature and to its amount) it is a necessary result or by- product of carrying

out the purpose
0 c) In general, for a purpose to be a charitable purpose it must satisfy both the benefit and the public

aspects. However, charities for the relief (and in some cases the prevention) of poverty need only
satisfy the henefit aspect" (end quote)
The trustees confirm that they have complied with their duty to have a due regard to the guidance on
public benefit, published by the charity commission in exercising their powers or duties, and they
consider that the public proclamation of the Christian Gospel by Penn Free Methodist Church amply
fulfils the statutory public benefit requirement.

Section G Declaration

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees report above. Signed by Chairman on
behalf of all trustees.

Signed ??????? _ (date) _17/6/25
PASTOR PETER SIMPSON, CHAIRMAN
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S E C T I O N  A

Charity
Name
Penn Free Methodist Church

R e c e i p t s  a n d  p a y m e n t s
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T o
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A 1  R e c e i p t s
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SECTION B
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(agree balances with receipts and
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e q u i p m e n t
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asset belongs

Cost (opt ional)
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Unrestricted

Fund to  which
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P r i n t  N a m e

Pastor P SIMPSON

Current value (optional)

When due (optional)

M r  K  L U F F

REV.  R.  MORTIMER

MR CHARLES SCOTT-PEARON

D a t e  o f  a p p r o v a l

27/5/25

27/5/25

27/5/25

27/5/25
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Independent examiner's report to the trustees of Penn Free Methodist Church

("the charity", Number 1138169)

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31 March 2025 as set out on pages 1 and 2.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 ("the
Charities Act') and that an independent examination is needed. It is my responsibility to:

? examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act
? to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under

section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act
? to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity

Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a

comparison of the accounts presented with those records. it aiso incides consideration of any unusuai

items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such

matters.

The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and

consequentiy no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view and the

report is limited to those matters set out in the next statement.

I ndependen t  exam ine r ' s  s ta temen t

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

? to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act and
? to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting

requirements of the Charities Act

have not  been met  or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the

accounts to be reached.

1 8 / 6 / 2 5

RJ Marshall Da te

45 Walton Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7SR


