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CHARITY'S PRINCIPAL ADDRESS 

The address of the Charity Secretary is: 

C/o Old Mother Redcap 

Duddon 

Tarporley 

Cheshire 

CW6 OEL 

 

OBJECTIVES 

The Rescue was set up in March 2010 with the aims of: 

• Putting in place a network of volunteers and supporting procedures to facilitate the 
rehoming and rescue of Cocker and English Springer Spaniels. 

• Where necessary, providing veterinary and training support for the dogs placed in our care. 

• Providing on-going support for veterinary care where necessary in order to facilitate the 
rehoming of elderly or infirm dogs. 

• Where appropriate, encouraging responsible owners to persevere with their problem dogs 
by providing information, advice, support and guidance. 

• CAESSR was set up by John and Pat Powell and Ian and Di Harrison. 

 
ADVISERS 

The principal advisers of the charity are: 

Banker Charity Setup 

The Coperative Bank Clive Denny IP, F.C.A. 

P.O. Box 250 14 Rue des Primeveres, 

Skelmersdale 66180 Villeneuve de la Raho 

Lancashire 

WNB 6WT 

 

TRUSTEES AND GOVERNANCE 

France 
clivedenny@aol.com 

Cocker And English Springer Spaniel Rescue (CAESSR) is governed by its constitution that was 
adopted on 11th June 2010. 

The Rescue became a Charity on 26th August 2010 and the trustees from that date are listed below: 
 

Name Position (Re)Appointed Resigned 

John Powell Chairman 16:01:2022  

Ian Harrison Secretary 29:03:2024  

Pat Powell Treasurer 26:08:2015 23:12:2015 (Dec’d) 

Diana Harrison Homing Officer 15:01:2023  

Lisa Guthrie Treasurer 29:03:2024  

Emma Downing Trustee 15:01:2023  
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ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

CAESSR was initially set up to cover the Midlands, however, with our growing band of 
helpers, we are now able to re-home Cockers and Springers to most parts of the 
country. 

Our main base is in Staffordshire. We use Hardiwick Kennels, which is a private Boarding 
Kennels. We have a block set aside for CAESSR dogs with an excellent staff member, 
who works closely with all the dogs and gets to know them. Most of our dogs are taken 
into these kennels for assessment before they are rehomed. All dogs with health 
problems are given any necessary veterinary treatment prior to rehoming. 

During CAESSR's 14th year, we rehomed 47 new dogs plus one dog from a previous year 
who needed to be rehomed again. We had 4 dogs still awaiting homes in kennels on 1st 
April 2024. During the year, 3 dogs were P.T.S. Two due to aggression issues and one 
elderly Springer with no quality of life. Our statistics for the year show that the average 
number of days each dog spent at kennels rose from 31 days to 46 days. 

At the beginning of the year we had very little help at kennels and the kennels were 
extremely busy with boarders. Accessing some of the more difficult dogs and giving them 
some behavioural help to prepare them to be rehomed successfully was difficult. Getting 
dogs to the vets for health checks and treatment was also difficult due to the lack of 
volunteer help and the availability of appointments. Our finances were also hit with the 
expensive veterinary treatment needed by a puppy needing heart surgery. Also, two dogs 
needing costly dental treatment and two needing eye surgery. 

All trustees and volunteers of the charity are unpaid helpers. Out of pocket expenses are 
paid to trustees and volunteers but in many cases these expenses are not reclaimed. 

 
DOG CARE 

The Homing Officer works closely with the Chairman. Diana Harrison is largely responsible 
for the matching process to ensure each dog gets the right home. John Powell handles the 
home vetting of prospective new owners. They handle spaniel adoption and general 
enquiries received by the charity. 

Mandy at Hardiwick Kennels can provide basic grooming. Some of the dogs that come 
to us are in such a mess we don't have any choice as we couldn't rehome them without 
being groomed. 

In May Emma Downing appealed via Facebook for volunteers living close to the Kennels 
to become dog walkers for CAESSR. We had a good response and a reliable team was 
built. Some volunteers started to help take the dogs for Veterinary appointments. John 
Powell still attended Kennels to supervise adoptions. In January Emma started to help 
Diana Harrison with the matching of dogs to new homes. 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

The charity is still more than ever reliant on volunteers to help with the work of 
CAESSR e.g. vetting new homes and helping with transport.   

 

WORKING WITH OTHER CHARITIES 
 
We have established a good working relationship with many other dog rescue centres, 
sharing home checkers. We especially value our contacts with English Springer Spaniel 
Welfare. We have also made contact with a new Spaniel Rescue where one of the Trustees 
is a previous CAESSR adopter. We work closely with the City Dogs home in Stoke-on-
Trent, who approach us to take unwanted and stray Spaniels that they can’t rehome and 
shouldn’t be destroyed. 
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ADMINISTRATION AND ACCOUNTING 

 
Accounts for the year 2023/24 have been completed by Lisa Guthrie and independently 
verified by William Thompson.  This year we have continued to feel the effects of the 
national cost of living crisis seeing Veterinary fees reach an all-time high in the UK. We had 
a number of dogs which required major surgeries/operations upon having their health 
assessments. These really impacted our veterinary fee expenses and this has eaten away 
our current reserves. The charity ended the year with a deficit of -£13,394.11 (income 
£40,992.08 and Expenditure £54,386.19).  This left total assets carried forward and ending 
balance for the year of just £2,617.26 of unrestricted funds, to be carried forward into the 
new fiscal year.  
 
We aim to hold a minimum reserves level of £5,000, these funds are held to cover a 
minimum of a month’s operational costs in the event of a loss of income, two months foster 
dog cover and to meet any unforeseen expenditure that may occur. This year, we 
experienced significant veterinary bills which ate into our reserves, bringing it below the 
minimum. We ran an Emergency Appeal for donations on 28/03/24 and conducted a ‘going 
concern’ evaluation 3 weeks later once we had the results of the appeal. We received an 
amazing response, our supporters donated over £12,000, which falls into the new fiscal 
year.  We have also appointed a new fundraising team and made enquiries in the likely 
hood of securing grant funding to assist with the veterinary costs. Therefore, we concluded 
that it was appropriate to continue to adopt a going concern basis in preparing the financial 
statements which assumes that the charity will continue in operation for the foreseeable 
future.  To bolster the reserves further, the Trustees have secured a grant to help with the 
Veterinary fees, receiving a further £3,500 within the new year. Veterinary charges will 
continue to be reviewed by Trustees each month and any large cases will be promoted via 
JustGiving and social media to help ensure costs are recovered, where possible. 
 
Our main source of funds for 2023/24 has been through Adoption and general donations 
from our supporters. We use these funds to cover rehabilitation costs for the dogs in our 
care. The majority of income is applied to Veterinary treatment for the dogs in our care and 
kennelling fees.  
 
The secretary for the charity undertakes all statutory issues relating to the charity. He also 
maintains the Charity's website and submits any Gift Aid claims. 
 

PUBLICITY 
 

Facebook continues to grow in popularity and is a great resource to show the dogs we are 
anxious to rehome and brings in many donations and new volunteers.  
 

FUNDRAISING AND FUTURE PLANS 
 

In this our fourteenth year, funds have been raised mainly by donation, Gift Aid and 
sponsored events held by supporters. We produced and sold a 2024 calendar and 
Christmas Cards, orders handled by Emma Downing. Very popular are sponsored events 
through the ‘Just Giving’ facility. Our Sponsor-a-Spaniel scheme is also being managed by 
Emma and we are looking to expand our fund raising.  
 
The coming year we will be focusing on attainment of grant funding to assist the Charity 
with high veterinary costs. We will be adopting a new policy of pre-screening dogs before 
they arrive, to help budget/plan for the costings. 
 

ACTION PLAN FOR THE RECOVERY OF CAESSR 
 

Since April 2024 after observations made by the Independent Examiner, CAESSR is now 
recovering well from the impact on our finances with the balances returning to pre-Covid 
levels. The financial help from our supporters and adopters has resulted in new regular 
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donations. The hard work of our new team has resulted in new fund raising ideas and 
action. 
 
The new volunteer work at the kennels has had the effect of increasing the number of dogs 
being rehomed, hence more adoption/surrender donations have been received and the time 
each dog spends in kennels has helped to bring down the kennel bills. 
 
The founder Trustees are advancing in years and are passing their skills on to the new 
younger team who are keen to take the Charity into the future. 2025 will be crucial to see if  
they are able to manage. 

 
SIGNATURE AND DECLARATION 
 
I declare in my capacity of charity trustee that the trustees have approved the report above 
and have authorised me to sign it on their behalf. 
Secretary 

 
 
 

Ian Harrison 
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