
CHRIST CHURCH BRAINTREE METHODIST/UNITED REFORMED

CHURCH LOCAL ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE YEAR END 318 AUGUST 2023

Christ Church Methodist/URC LEP (the LEP) is a local church of the United

Reformed Church and a member church of the Eastern Synod of the URC

and a member of the Chelmsford Circuit of the Methodist Church.

It is Registered as a charity under number 1137584.The church is situated

on London Road Braintree Essex.

The members of the Elders meeting are the charity trustees. The members

who served during the year were:

Beth Gask

Alison Fowler

Melanic Sebley

Margaret Payne

Colin Fowler

Linda Hendry

Rowen Lazarus

The legal title to the church buildings is vested in The United Reformed

Church {Eastern Province) Trust as trustee and held on behalf of the LEP in

accordance with the trusts applicable to URC church properties and also
subject to the Joint Sharing Agreement between the URC and Methodist

Church.

The activities, administration care and maintenance of the church are
overseen by the Elders meeting in accordance with the Constitution of the
LEP. The Elders meeting have the benefit of reports from the Property,

Business and Finance groups.

The Elders meeting has met monthly for either Business or Devotional and

Development meetings; we also meet monthly on the first Saturday for a

prayer breakfast at the Toby Carvery.



We spent time looking at 'The Bible Course' {byAndrew Ollerton) before

studying this as a church last May which went very well; and the 'How to

Pray' course {by Pete Greig) which we have just completed in our Life

Groups over February and March, to encourage us all in our prayer lives

both individually and as a church.

Our church mission events over the last year have included: 'Left to Their

Own Devices' Care for the Family course in May; Doug Horley's 'Bubble

Praise Party* Synod event held here in June; Family Fun Mornings during the

school holidays led by our Family Link Worker, and a Holiday Club in August

led by Nicola Grieves from Synod. We also did a 'Hope Mission' in the Clare

Road area with carol singing at Christmas.

Our Youth group attended the "Dreaming the Impossible" event in the

Summer instead of Soul Survivor which they had gone to in previous years.

They also took part in several local URC youth events. To support the cost

of these trips they have, among other things, held a car wash and afternoon

creams teas.

We hosted a 'U R Loved' event with a visit from Simon Pinchbeck of 'Tough

We are continuing in our endeavour to promote the valuable work we do at

Christ Church and are currently seeking various ways to do this including

looking at our website and social media, although progress is slow. As

Trustees we therefore seek to support and facilitate Braintree Area

Foodbank {our Church is one of it's bases), Saturday coffee mornings,

weekly lunch club, a twice weekly Tots "R"Us session, children and youth

activities on a Friday evening and Sunday morning and two services on a



Sunday (traditional and modern), both of which are live steamed on

YouTube, and a Sunday afternoon service once a quarter.

As Trustees of Christ Church, we review our safeguarding policies each

year and have spent considerable time discussing church finances with

David Gask the Church Treasurer regarding the increasing costs of utility

bills and church expenditure.

Approved by Elders meeting on 3"' June 2024

Signed .... .

Gillian East Chair of Trustees
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RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
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THE METHODIST CHURCH
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Christ Church Braintree Church
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Chelmsford Circuit Circuit no 34/9

Registered Charity - Charity Registration number 1137584

lf not a registered charity Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs Gift

, 9!/!ma„Ms'
Colin Fowler

Linda Hendry

Beth Gask

Minister.

Revd David Sebley

Church Stewards:

Ma~raret Pqyn~
Alison Fowler

Melanic Sebi ey

Treasurer:

David Gask



ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31AUGUST 2023 Christ Church Braintree Church

SECTION A

Unrestricted Restricted Totals this

Funds Funds ear

Totals last

ear

al

a2

a4

a5

RECEIPTS

Offerln and Tax recovered

Bank and CFB interest and

Investment Income

Lattin

Other receipts

TOTAL RECEIPTS

Note

91 559

309

1.8 676

11,123

121,667

20,683

20,683

91 559

18,676

31,806 .
142,350 (a7)

93,860

12,480

16,477

122,826

bl

b2

b3

b4

b5

b6

SECTION 8

PAYMENTS

CIrcuit Assessment or Share

Donations

Repairs and Maintenance

Utilities (Insurances, water

char es, heatin Ikll htin

Mission ayments

51,622

26,024

16,883

4,240

3,000

6,615

6,666

51,622

29,024

23 498

10,906

56,855

15,079

16,955

11,662

b7 Other payments

TOTAL PAYMENTSb8

SECT/ON C

15,085

113,854

4,063

20,344

19'148

134,198 tb9)

16,953

117,504

ci

c2

NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS FOR

THE YEAR

Tota I funds brought forward from

last year

a6-b8 7,813

35,797

339

23,951

8 152

59,748 c6

5,322

54,426

c3 Sub total c1+c2) 43,610 24,290 67 900 59,748

c4 Transfers and ad ustments

c5 TOTAL FUNDS AT END OF YEAR (c3tc4)

0 0 0 c7

43,610 24,290 67,900 (cg) 59,748 (c6)

SECTION D

FOR INfORMATION ONLY: MONEY RECEIVED AND PASSED ON TO EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS

d these amounts are not to be includedln total recel ts a mentsfl uresabove E

dl Balance brou htforwardfromlastyear

d2 Offer/ngs/Gifts - received for external or anisations

d3 Offerings/Gifts - passed to external organisations

d4 BALANCE STILL TO BE PAID (dl+d2-d3)



Christ Church Sralntrea

SECTION E

summary af tha Church s ccrwnts for ths year ended 31August 2023 and Internal 0rganhatkms reporusg to the Qmrch Couudl/dwrch Meeting. Note that Ihe funds af an Internal

Orgsnlsausn wsuH nonnsgy ba Re str his d I'unde unless it covhl ba dearly shown that they could be used for any hie thadist psrposn Ihi ~ taction nwst ba completed to arrive at ihs cross

Income and aspsnduure tots h of the Church. Ifgrass Income asceeds the Acorva la threshohr, then ths Accruah method of accaunting AND 4 DIFFERENT FORM must be wed ls report the

sctaunrs(ses Mctkodrstwsbsits). please refer to Ihs guhlanca notes regarding trswfars bsnwsn the Distdct and connected Nstrht Orgsnbatlons.

ol

INTERNAL ORGANIATIDNS Recsl ts Pa ment»

Net Receipts/

Pe ants Ad tmenb nl balances Oasl hahnces

al

e5

ey

e9

F10

Sub total of Internal

0 nlsstiom funds

Church accounts (totals
brought forward bom page 2
totab column)

TOTAI. CASH FUNDS HELD BY

CHURCH

ay 134,194 (09) 6,152

6,252

lcl)

S9,744

~12

cg

Contlrwe on a aspera'te sllaat

lf necessary and bring tha

totals forward

TOTAL RECEIPTS
PAYMENIS

SECRON F

CHURCH ~ CA5H FUND5 HELD at 31Au st 2029

ll Cash in hand

l2 Banlr Currant Account

IS Bank De Account

f4 Central Finance Board

fS rustees for Mathodht Church Pur as

f6 Other fund~

OPENING

BALANCES

4928

26 746

41 074

f7 SUBTOTAL-Church accounts

Total funrb held by internal Organisatlons (the dasing

IE balance a¹alfrom above all)

S9743 c6

0 sll

67

0 ell

8 TOTAL CASH FUNDS IIELD BY CHURCH 59 744 c 67,900

SECRON G

OTIIER ASSETS and LIABIUTIES

At

1September 1022

At

41 August 2023

Invsstmants include Endosvments

Lend 0 Bulldln s saa nates re Iruurance value

Other Assets

Loan s -show amount outstsndl at ar end

Other Uabgltlas

f4 Ind ude only Funds held at the Central Finance Board

f5 Indude only funds held at Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

g 1 Include any other investments (not the cash element of TMCP trusts accounts thh is inclwled In line f5



DECLARATION

Treasurer

I confirm that I have prepared the un r he re rds of the Church and that the in iud all

Signature of Treasurer Date 4 it

Name David Gask

Address 109 The Street, Black Notely, Braintree, Essex, CM77 SLL

presentation to the «Church Council for approval.

I confirm that the Accounts have been presented to the Church Council on

and were approved.

Signature of the Chair of the meeting

Name of the Chair of the meeting Revd David Sebley

Date g Ilgg



CHARITy Cpg!CHION Independent examiner's report on the
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES accounts

Report to the trustees/ chari(r hlaec

members of Christ Church Braintree

On accounts for the year 31 August 2023
ended

Charity no 1137584
(lf any)

Set out on pages One to four
&rem-:ni!~a( 'o In"..ludo !ha psG.; w~mher. ' of.~aditior~al sheet'i

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust" ) for the year ended - ' '

Responsibilities and
basis of report

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011
("the Act").

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent I have completed my examination, I confirm that no material matters have
examiner's statement come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me

cause to believe that in, any material respect:
~ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130

of the Charities Act; or
~ the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Signed: Oate:

Name: Andrew Robert Graham Green

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

FCCA

Address: The Maltings, Rosemary Lane, Walstead, Essex, CO9 1HZ

Oct 2018


