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General overview 

Income generation and projects have been the main themes of this reporting period. Both have 

proved successful and have enabled the Trust to make some major improvements to upgrade our 

existing facilities. 

Finances remain healthy and an extension to the lease, funded in conjunction with Tillside Parish 

Council, has enabled the Trust to undertake some much-needed refurbishments as it has opened 

the door to the Hall being eligible to receive external grants.  

Chatton Village Hall is now integrated with the other Northumberland Village Halls and Community 

buildings through a Community Action Northumberland (CAN) web portal. Closer liaison between 

Trustees and representatives of both CAN and Northumberland Communities Together has had a 

significant benefit to the way we conduct business and how we apply for funding grants.  

Projects 

The Play Area was completed by Streetscape in October 2023 and officially opened by Her Grace, 

The Duchess of Northumberland in March 2024 

The Village Hall Heritage Project has also been completed during this reporting period. It is the 

culmination of a partnership project delivered by CAN and Northumberland Archives together with 

30 Village Halls and funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund. A display of heritage material 

can be seen along the walls of the main corridor in Chatton Village Hall and was also officially 

unveiled during the Duchess’s visit in March.  

The Kitchen has undergone a major refurbishment, albeit some minor decoration still needs doing, 

at a total cost of approximately £37K. The majority of the funding came from the National Lottery 

Communities Fund and a grant from ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England). In both 

cases, our applications were very actively supported by CAN who were critical to our success in 

being granted the awards. The shortfall will be provided from the Village Hall Trusts own funds.  

A new bespoke front door and frame has also been ordered and will be made and fitted in early 

October by Eddy Olah a local carpenter. The cost, approximately £4K will be paid from the Village 

Hall Trust funds. 

Additional planning and grant applications continue at a pace for future projects which include 

upgrades to: heating and lighting system, toilets, roof and Hall accessibility and hopefully, also the 

return of the stained-glass window. 

General maintenance work continues at a steady pace. 

Income generation 

Successful grant applications have provided some much-needed income. In particular the Trust 

has received £29K from National Lottery Communities Fund and £5K from ACRE towards our now 

completed kitchen upgrade project. 

Gym users continue to provide the Village Hall with a constant source of income, as do the other 

regular users including; The North Northumberland National Autistic Society, Yoga and Pilates 

groups, Carpet Bowls, Speaker Nights, Quiz Nights and Coffee Mornings. 



There has also been an increase in the number of bookings for private events, particularly for 

children’s parties which make good use of the new outdoor play area and covered BBQ. 

A Friends of Chatton Village Hall scheme has been introduced as a result of the survey conducted 

in 2023. Take up has initially been slow with further advertising planned. 

A ‘Bring Your Own’ gathering around the BBQ area on the third Friday of the month has also 

proved popular. 
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Julie McNish who continues to provide an excellent cleaning service. 

Finally a vote of thanks must go to the other Trustees for their invaluable input and support 

throughout this reporting period. 

Look Forward 

By way of a look forward there is another full programme of activities through to the end of this 

year and into early 2025 as follows; 

A Mother and Toddlers group, called Chat ‘n’ Play, will be starting every Friday from the 6th  

September. 

A full programme of Speaker Nights starting on the 26th September and running each 

month through until April 2025. 

The Harvest Supper on the 28th September. 

Theatre productions from the Northumberland Theatre Company and Coffee Mornings are 

planned for both October and December. 

A Ceilidh night on the 8th November. 

In Summary 

It has been a very productive year. Income from regular and occasional users along with some 

generous grants has enabled the Trust to both maintain and improve the facilities at Chatton 

Village Hall for the good and benefit of the whole community. Another full programme of events 

bodes well for the future. 
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Independent Examiner’s Report 

to the trustees/members of Chatton Village Hall  
Registered Charity No. 1137433 

On accounts for the year ended 31
st

 March 2024 

 

 I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the 

above charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 31
st

 March 2024 

 Responsibilities 

and basis of report 

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of 

the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 

2011 (“the Act”).  

I report in respect of my examination of  the Trust’s accounts carried 

out under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my 

examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the 

Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

 Independent 

examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters 

have come to my attention in connection with the examination  which 

gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• the accounting records were not kept in accordance with 

section 130 of the Charities Act; or  

• the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or 

• the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements 

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the 

Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than 

any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view 

which is not a matter considered as part of an independent 

examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in 

connection with the examination to which attention should be 

drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of 

the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

Signed:  Date: 24
th

 October 2024 

Name: Ian Catchpole 


