
Type of Governing document: DEED OF UNION (1932) AND METHODIST CHURCH ACT (1976) 

Charity Constitution: previously excepted charities - excepted charities were not required to register 

but are regulated by the Charity Commission.  This is because they have been excepted from the 

requirement to register either by legislation or an order made by us.  Churches and chapels of some 

Christian denominations; The Charities Act 2006 required excepted charities with an annual income 

over £100,000 to register with us. 

Charity trustee selection methods: Charity trustees for the West Norfolk Methodist Circuit are 

appointed as per the rules of the Methodist Church.  They are a mixture of stationed ministers, 

volunteer elected stewards and volunteer representatives elected from individual constituent 

chapels within the Circuit. 

Summary of the objectives of the charity: 

THE PURPOSES OF THE METHODIST CHURCH ARE AND SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN SINCE THE 

DATE OF UNION THE ADVANCEMENT OF – 

(A) THE CHRISTIAM FAITH IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DOCTRINAL STANDARDS AND THE DISCIPLINE 

OF THE METHODIST CHURCH; 

(B) ANY CHARITABLE PURPOSES FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY CONNEXIONAL, DISTRICT, CIRCUIT, 

LOCAL OR OTHER ORGANISATION OF THE METHODIST CHURCH; 

(C) ANY CHARITABLE PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY SOCIETY OR INSTITUTION SUBSIDIARY 

OR ANCILLARY TO THE METHODIST CHURCH; 

(D) ANY PURPOSE FOR THE TIME BEING OF ANY CHARITY BEING A CHARITY SUBSIDIARY OR 

ANCILLARY TO THE METHODIST CHURCH. 

 

Summary of the main activities undertaken for the public benefit: 

What 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES - the West Norfolk Methodist Circuit has five Methodist Ministers (four 

Presbyters and one Deacon) of which three are full time and two are part time, plus an Anglican who 

is Authorised to serve, working in the Circuit and facilitates local chapels such that religious worship 

may be undertaken by any and all people wishing to do so.  It also makes available its services for 

baptisms, weddings and funerals as well as providing pastoral care.  Many volunteers within the 

Methodist Church are Lay Preachers who lead worship and many other volunteers take on a variety 

of roles to promote the religious ethos of the charity. 

Who 

THE GENERAL PUBLIC/MANKIND - any member of the community may attend any services and can 

seek help and/or support from members of the charity. 

How  

PROVIDES SERVICES - regular local and Circuit wide religious services are provided within the Circuit 

on various days and at various times.  Services are also held in Retirement Homes.  Youth work is 

undertaken in the local area and Youth activities are organised and supported.  A “Social Centre” in 

one of the church buildings is supported for the benefit of vulnerable people. 

Summary of the main achievements of the charity in 2020-2021 

Ordained Ministers - the Circuit continued to financially support its full time stationed Ministers plus  
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