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Ministry Area Council Report  
For the year ended December 31st 2023 

 

Introduction  

The new Ministry Area Penybont ar Ogwr was formed and licensed from January 2022 .This is the second 
Annual report of the Ministry Area.  

 

Annual Vestry Report by the Ministry Area Leader 

  
Re-reading last year’s end of year report, I’m a little disappointed that there isn’t very much to report 
that’s different. Unfortunately, the situation in the Church in Wales (if not across the whole of the Church 
in the UK) hasn’t changed and we’re still facing a decline in both church attendance and in vocations to the 
priesthood. Furthermore, many priests are retiring early, me included. You have all been absolutely 
wonderful in your acceptance of the management of the situation, although I’m sure that you would far 
rather there were three priests, associate priests and a curate, as in the past. Those days are well and truly 
gone. What is fantastic is that the Revd. Roger has joined the team and the Revd. Mark Broadway is soon 
to take up the reins as Ministry Area Leader. Please give them as much support as you’ve always given me. 
Our local retired clergy, Canon Edward Evans, Canon Graham Holcombe and the Revd. Mike Lewis have 
continued to offer support and cover wherever it’s been needed and Canon Tim Jones is a monthly regular. 
Furthermore, the Licensed Lay Ministers, Pete Craven, Penny Williams and Val Turner, plus the local lay 
teams, have kept everything ticking over on the alternate weeks so that there is always a service in every 
church every Sunday. Of course, there are no promises that this will continue in the future. This year has 
also seen the loss of significant members of our congregations. We miss them all and the contribution they 
made to the life of the MA. Finances have dominated the year, or, it would be more correct to say, lack of 
finances has dominated the year. The MA is truly fortunate to have such a gifted Treasurer in Sandra 
Arnott (indeed there is a wonderful team of treasurers serving all the churches), and without her thriftiness 
and clarity of thought, our financial position would be hopeless. Sandra will give a full account of the 
finances, but I mention here that we are struggling. Although since the pandemic our congregations have 
maintained their new ‘normal’ levels of attendance, the MA receives far, far less in offerings each week 
than the £11.55 per person which would cover our costs. Like our own domestic bills, utilities are crippling 
us, along with high insurance costs on all of our buildings. I’d urge you to reconsider your giving as a matter 
of urgency. Please be as generous as you possibly can. Unusually, and with the agreement of + Mary, the 
MA was able to advertise the post of MA Leader whilst I was still with you. This meant that I was involved 
in the process of writing the profile. It was thrilling to read each church’s statement of mission and there’s 
plenty of evidence that the congregations are playing their part in realising those statements. Coity and 
Nolton churches continue to support the local Food Bank and both churches are the focus for many larger 
community events such as weddings, funerals, baptisms and other occasional services. All Saints has again 
received funding to offer Warm Spaces through the winter. Friendships with non-church attenders are 
strengthening and the locals are ‘owning’ their church. St Crallo’s has opted for a gentle approach with 
members offering their homes for afternoon teas and other fundraising events. Similarly, St Illtyd’s have 
opened the church for various lunches and suppers when there’s been anything at all to celebrate! St 
Teilo’s continues in its ministry to visitors with new ideas for attracting interest, with the Remembrance 
display being particularly well-attended. St David’s has held various successful social events and hosted the 
Mothers’ Union Advent service and World Day of Prayer service. Brackla has built on the good foundations 
left by the diocesan mission enablers, and now runs a monthly ‘Messy Coffee’ in the school. Open the Book 
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has had a good year and in addition to sessions in Archdeacon John Lewis Primary School and Aberkenfig 
Primary School, a strong and lasting friendship has developed through the engagement of the team at 
Penyfai Primary School. These and many other community schools are using our churches for services 
through the year and for educational sessions. Now that the MA has an events calendar thanks to Mandy 
Buckley of St Teilo’s, it will be easier to support one another in whatever way you can, whether as an 
organiser, helper or attender. Forest Church has continued to meet throughout the year but has been 
thwarted more often than not by poor weather. We’ve learnt that it’s better to meet at one of our 
churches and hope for the best for the ‘service’ to be outside. This has meant that our activity, thanks to 
Philippa Coulson, our MA eco lead, has often been done inside and our displays left in the church porches 
as a ‘Forest Church was here’ mark. Every meeting has had its profound moments of sharing and often new 
people join us or ask what we’re doing and then share a memory of the past with us. Hopefully this year 
will be a drier one and once again those who attend will be able to fully enjoy and appreciate the glories of 
God’s Creation all around us in this especially attractive part of the country. The local representatives and 
office holders will give their own reports to supplement this and I take this opportunity to thank all those 
who are standing down from the MAC for giving their time, skill and experience in the service of the MA. 
For those continuing in their roles and for new members, thank you for your commitment and your 
ministries. The MA has experienced mixed fortunes this year, but it still needs to look to God for its 
direction and purpose. You have heard me quote this before, but it still holds true and I leave it with you…. 
‘Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can 
ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. 
Amen.’(Ephesians 3. 20-21) 

The Revd. Maggie Thorne MA Leader until 31st March, 2024 
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Annual Vestry Report by the Ministry Area Lay Chair 

A largely successful year with significant developments to report. 

The combined services proved to be increasingly popular with a congregation of 152 at its best. Also of 
note were the number of events organised by our various member churches.  These were varied in nature 
from Eucharist services to charity events but all were increasingly well supported. The use of our social 
media sites in advertising and general communication seems to have played a part in this. Perhaps the 
most significant development is the creation and use of the Ministry Area diary. Thanks to Mrs Buckley for 
her efforts in developing the system and thanks to everyone who worked so hard in this field of 
communication. The diary is all already showing signs of its true value. 

There were one or two notable social events held during the year which again were well supported. Chiefly 
of course, there was a party to celebrate the King’s coronation. We thanked Councillor Tim Wood, Mayor 
of Bridgend, for planting a commemorative tree in the church grounds at St. Mary’s Nolton. 

As part of the overall development of the Ministry Area, several policy statements of importance were 
created. Chiefly, a Safeguarding policy was introduced during the year with all Ministry Area Council 
members having the opportunity to undergo safeguarding training so that now the significant majority of 
members hold a D.B.S.certificate. The training was either online or in person and very well attended. 
Thanks to Helen Harrison for leading the way. Perhaps of equal importance was the development of an 
Employment policy. This was achieved over several months of discussion, sometimes a little controversial 
but always well intended. The final document is thorough, legal and practical. Well done and thank you to 
all concerned in this work. 

As with all organisations, the year saw some change of personnel. Rev. Maggie announced her retirement 
and the quest for a replacement began while Rev. Roger was appointed as priest to the Ministry Area. A 
welcome return to our Area by Rev. Roger as many will remember his first stint here (or the Parish as was). 
Several council members retired during the year and we thank them all for their efforts, especially in the 
early years. Equally, we thank the incoming replacements for taking on the role of Ministry Area Council 
member. It should be noted that there are still a few gaps in the appointments to various posts. 

December 31st saw the end of my term in office as Lay Chair. A memorable and, I hope, a productive three 
years. Now we look forward to the next three years with Jenny in the Chair, and I welcome her 
wholeheartedly. Thanks to everyone for the support afforded to me during my term 

Andrew Dix Lay chair (retired.)  
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Annual Vestry Meeting 2022 Minutes  

Annual Vestry Meeting 2023 

Minutes of meeting held on Sunday   30th April 2023  

Following Joint Ministry Area service starting at 10:00 

 At Nolton Church   

 

Apologies:   Rev David Lloyd, Barrie Williams, Gloria Williams, Tricia Davidson, Karen Phillips, Bishop David 
Yeomans, Janice Yeomans, Alison Craven  

The meeting was opened with prayer and Introduction by Vicar, Rev Maggie Thorne with a short reading 
from gospel according to St Luke 

1. Chairman’s Introduction.  Andrew Dix (Lay Chair)   thanked all MAC members for their work 
including those who had left service during the year. Thanks to Gaynor Coles who is standing down 
as a Ministry Area Warden. Worship has continued with the help of lay readers and retired clergy 
under difficult circumstances which Rev Maggie has managed very well. Finances have proved 
difficult to manage but Ministry Area continues to develop. 

2. Annual Reports and Accounts 
Rev Maggie Thorne delivered her report on our first year as a Ministry Area. The report had been 
circulated to all members. Allie Rogers was thanked for all her hard work as MA administrator 

Sandra Arnott (treasurer) presented financial report as distributed. Enquiries and valuations on 
assets are being completed before final accounts can be finalised and audited. It was confirmed 
that Fairer Share is under review currently. Full accounts will be available when RB and 
accountants have finalised details. Sandra was thanked for all her fantastic work on MA finances so 
far. 

 The meeting agreed to accept Annual Report as published with audited accounts to be added 
when available  

3. Election of Ministry Area Council Members  
Lay chair is appointed by Bishop until the end of 2023, other members of MAC are reappointed/ 

elected at AVM 

  The meeting agreed to the proposal to appoint those nominated as MAC representatives as 
published below       

Deputy Lay Chair, Penny Williams  

Treasurer, Sandra Arnott  

Secretary, Stuart Davidson  

Warden to MA, Hollie Evans  

Warden to MA, Ian Hartley-Brown  

Eco Church Rep, Philippa Coulson  

Heritage Secretary, Allan Dowlman  

Health and Safety Officer, Paul Smith  

Nolton Representative, Andrew Dix  

Coity Representative, Stuart Davidson  

Brackla Representative, Gaynor Coles  

Newcastle Representative, Hilary Markwell  

Coychurch Representative, Rachel Gauci  
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Laleston Representative, Menna David  

Pen-y-fai Representative, Penny Williams  

Merthyr Mawr Representative, Simon Buckley  

Safe guarding Officer, Helen Harrison 

Diocesan Conference Representative – Ian Hibble  

Clergy team and Lay readers are also members of Ministry Area Council  

4. Appointment of Independent Auditor.  It was proposed that Andrew Lee of Graham Paul 
Accountants of accounts be appointed as Independent Auditor of Accounts for 2023.  Andrew has 
extensive experience of working with Ministry Area accounts.  This appointment was agreed. 
Auditing MA accounts will be at a cost but there are Diocese Grants available to help with this. 

5. Ian Hibble presented his Diocesan Conference Report which had been circulated and also the 
Annual deanery Conference report form Rev Ian Hodges. Ian also reported that MA would not have 
to pay Deanery subs this year. 

6. AOB –.  
Adrian Kendall asked about the caretaker position at Nolton Hall he had recommended a person for 
this part time role and had concerns over the termination of the position. Andrew Dix explained it 
was a procedural issue while MAC ensured it was following correct employment procedures. 
Engagement of caretaker was under way. A HR subcommittee will determine procedures for 
engagements going forward. 

 

7. First meeting of new Ministry Area Council will be held on Tues 20th June at  19 30 in Nolton Hall  

8. The meeting was declared Closed with prayers by Rev Maggie Thorne at 12:25.  
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Description of the Ministry Area 

The Ministry Area Penybont ar Ogwr was created at the beginning of 2022 comprising the old Parishes of 
Coity. Nolton & Brackla, Coychurch, Newcastle, Laleston with Merthyr Mawr and Penyfai It is part of the 
Deanery of Bridgend, which is within the Diocese of Llandaff and the Province of the Church in Wales. The 
Ministry Area is a Registered Charity – Charity Commission number 1135927. 

 Rev Maggie Thorne was appointed as Ministry Area Leader and Andrew Dix as Lay Chair of the Ministry 
Area Council  

Dedication of Churches 

There are 8 churches in the Ministry area 

In the Village of Coity the Church is dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin. 

Very close to Bridgend Town Centre in the area of the Town known as Nolton the Church is also dedicated 
to St. Mary 

Within the Archdeacon John Lewis Church in Wales Voluntary Aided Primary School, on the Brackla Estate 
is a Church, also dedicated to St. Mary 

Overlooking Bridgend Town Centre and on the edge of Cefn Glas Estate the Church is dedicated to St Illtyd 

In the village of Coychurch the church is dedicated to St Crallo 

In the village of Laleston the church is dedicated to St David 

In the village of Merthyr Mawr the church is dedicated to St Teilo 

In the village of Pen-y-fai the church is dedicated to All Saints 

Objectives 

The Church in Wales is a Province within the Anglican Communion and as such has the task of advancing 
the Christian Religion, through worldwide Mission. The Ministry Area Council (MAC) is required to ensure 
that the life and work of the churches within their area is fulfilled both locally and further afield. 

The MAC is not a body corporate. Its composition, procedures and powers are set out and regulated by the 
Constitution of the Church in Wales. This is amended from time to time to keep pace with changing times. 
It is set up under Section 3(1) of the Welsh Churches Acts of 1914. Elections to serve on the Ministry Area 
Council take place at the Annual Vestry Meeting. 

The Representative Body of the Church in Wales holds lands and property, which includes the churches, 
their contents and churchyards. It also acts on behalf of the Province for paying stipends to full time clergy. 

The MAC is responsible for promoting the mission of the Church, the parochial budget, all expenditure, the 
care and maintenance of church fabric and churchyards and also for acting on any matter referred to in the 
Constitution. The Council is the normal channel of communication between lay members and the Bishop of 
the Diocese. 

With regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit and the advancement of religion, we 
try to enable people in our communities to live out their faith as part of our Ministry Area through: worship 
and prayer; learning about the Gospel, and developing their knowledge, faith and trust in Jesus; providing 
pastoral care for the people of the Ministry Area; and engaging in missionary and outreach work. To 
facilitate this work we consider it vital that we maintain the fabric of our churches and three church halls. 

There is also a greater emphasis in managing and protecting the Environment which the Ministry Area has 
been actively engaged in building eco-friendly policies. 
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Administrative Information 

Ministry Area Leader:  Revd Maggie Thorne, (until March 31st 2024)  

                                                               The Rectory,  
Merthyr Mawr Road North, Bridgend CF31 3NH 

Ministerial Team                               Revd David Lloyd (retired August 2023) 

                                                              Rev Roger Pitman (from July 2023)  
Lay Readers –Mrs C Judd (until August 2023), Mr P Craven, Mrs Penny 
Williams, Mrs Val Turner 

Independent Examiner Andrew Lee (Graham Paul Accountants  
  

Bankers H.S.B.C. Bank Plc, 13 Dunraven Place, Bridgend 

Professional Advisers Davies Sutton Architects: Penhevad Studios,  
Penhevad Street, Cardiff, South Glamorgan CF11 7LU 

Members of the Ministry Area Council for 2023/2024 

MA Leader, Rev Maggie Thorne (until end of March 2024) 

Clergy, Fr. David Lloyd, (until August 2023) 

              Rev Roger Pitman (from July 2023)   

Lay Minister, Penny Williams, Peter Craven (until May 2024), Val Turner, Chris Judd (until May 2023)  

MA Lay Chair, Andrew Dix (until Dec 31st 2023), 
Jenny Morgan (from 1/1/2024) 

Deputy Lay Chair, Penny Williams  

Treasurer, Sandra Arnott  

Secretary, Stuart Davidson  

Warden to MA, Hollie Evans ( until April 30th  2024)   

Warden to MA, Ian Hartley-Brown  

Eco Church Rep, Philippa Coulson  

Heritage Secretary, Allan Dowlman (until 30/9/2023) 

Health and Safety Officer, Paul Smith  

Safeguarding Officer, Helen Harrison  

Nolton Representative, Andrew Dix  

Coity Representative, Stuart Davidson  

Brackla Representative, Gaynor Coles  

Newcastle Representative, Hilary Markwell  

Coychurch Representative, Rachel Gauci  

Laleston Representative, Menna David (until May 2024)   Lesley Davies (from June 2024)  

Pen-y-fai Representative, Penny Williams  

Merthyr Mawr Representative, Simon Buckley  
Diocesan Conference Representative:  Ian Hibble (until May 2023)      Stephen Jones (from May 2023)  
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Organisation of Ministry Area Council 

The Ministry Area Council is organised into sub committees, which carry out the duties and business 
assigned to it by the parent body. All the deliberations and recommendations of the Sub Committees are 
brought back to the MAC for ratification and/or authorisation. Membership of the sub committees is 
decided at the first full meeting of the MAC after the Annual Vestry Meeting, each year.  

 The Ministry Area Leadership team meets to agree Policy and Agenda for MAC meetings 
. There were 11 full meetings of the MAC held during 2023/2024 and 10 meetings of MALT.   

Bank of Treasurers 

The Committee has been primarily concerned with managing the amalgamation of Finances across the 
Ministry Area the Treasurer presents a written financial report to the MAC at each meeting. 

 

Heritage Committee  

The Committee normally meets prior to each MAC meeting. The Committee has a pro-active concern for 
the fabric of the churches, churchyards, church halls, boundary walls and houses of the clergy. It also 
considers in detail and prepares budgets for items referred to it by the MAC. Under the guidance of its 
chairman it also ensures a prompt response to all recommendations resulting from Quinquennial 
Inspections.  
   Following the resignation of Heritage Secretary (Allan Dowlman) at end of September 2023. Heritage and 
Fabric matters have had to be led by local church representatives with decisions made by full Mac meeting 

Electoral Roll 

The Electoral Roll for Ministry Area was renewed from January 2022   as the Electoral Roll for the new 
Ministry Area and will be in effect until 2027. There are currently 230 members enrolled across the 
Ministry Area  

Sunday Services 

 The regular Sunday schedule of services have had to be adapted due to Clergy availability. 

 The timetable of services across the Ministry Area is published each month in the Newsletter and sent to 
each church to be posted on Notice boards 
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Diocesan Conference Report   

- Stephen Jones ( Diocesan Conference representative)  

I attended the Diocesan Conference last year. I was, unfortunately, the sole representative of the MA as 
Revd Maggie had another commitment. There were some interesting sessions – more information should 
be available on the Diocesan website. It was Bishop Mary’s first conference in Llandaff. 
  
I took the opportunity to raise with the Bishop and key staff privately and on the floor the stresses that the 
financial situation impose on MA Treasurers, and the response was that this was understood, and it was an 
issue that Bishop Mary had sought to address as Archdeacon of Bangor. Among the many intentions was to 
seek to provide practical support to Treasurers in the form of Book Keeping support – this was a work in 
progress. It was also revealed that the Fairer Share process would be iterative; a draft budget would be set 
and then discussions would take place with MA’s about their ability to pay share. In the light of this the 
budget was to be reviewed. I know Sandra is not sure about some of this, but representatives from the 
Diocese intend to speak to the MAC. We can follow this up then 
  
There were interesting presentations from the Dean and from a Revd Dr Brian Oakley on the subject of 
poetry, which is something to which Archbishop Rowan attaches great importance. I learnt one poem. (I 
find this useful as then I can “read” it in my mind or aloud when I am doing something else) 
  
              It is ludicrous, says reason 
              It is what it is, says love 
  
              It is calamity, says calculation 
              It is nothing but pain, says fear 
              It is hopeless, says insight 

It is what it is, says love 
  
It is ridiculous, says pride 
It is foolishness, says caution 
It is impossible, says experience 
It is what it is, says love 
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Local Church Reports  

 

St Mary’s Coity:    It has been a year of further consolidation unfortunately hampered by the loss of several 
regular members of our congregation. A strong congregation with regular church choir has grown over the 
year and Sue Hawthorne continues to lead the Sunday Club which meets weekly throughout the year to 
bring the next generation into our church community. Mike Hawthorne has led the services when clergy 
are not available to maintain continuity.  Despite the loss of our tower captain Fred Custerson, Bell ringing 
meets weekly and rings for services on most Sunday mornings and at weddings throughout the year. 
Flower club meets and decorates the church as we continue to try to Grow God’s Kingdom in our 
community.  A monthly collection for Bridgend Foodbank is well supported. 

 

ST Illtyd’s Newcastle :  ‘There have been challenges along the way uniting different traditions in the 
churches of our Ministry Area, however continued prayer and commitment from our congregation at St 
Illtyd’s we have embraced the changes, and continue to support the clergy and enjoy the coming together 
with the other churches. Together we can look forward in faith, hope and love to continue to work to 
further God’s kingdom’ 

 

St David’s Laleston have been busy   ensuring everyone has a warm welcome at St. David's church, Laleston.  
It has been a pleasure to meet new people who have attended Weddings and Baptisms and have now become 
regular members of our congregation. 
We will continue welcoming and encouraging the local community, spreading the word of services whether in 
person or online and inviting them to join us. 
Moving forward to continue the Fellowship within our Ministry Area and for us to grow in Faith together. 
 
St Teilo’s Church, Merthyr Mawr:  
During 2023 St Teilo’s benefitted from a more consistent delivery of Sunday services. Although the times of 
the services varied, a Eucharist or Morning Prayer was offered in the church on most Sundays. A key result 
of this was that the congregation numbers attending St Teilo’s were maintained. A great deal of effort was 
expended by a smallish group within St Teilo’s to offer an event within the church almost every month 
which was open to the wider public. Examples of such events included a Bluebell Festival, Craft and Chat 
Group, a Folk concert, Christmas Fayre, Pop Up Teas, Poppy and Remembrance Celebration. Whilst these 
events were financially rewarding and allowed St Teilo’s to make contributions to a number of charities, 
their true success was in bringing large numbers, old and new friends, into the church. It is our intention to 
build upon this success and attract more people to our haven of peace, prayer, tranquillity and meditation 
during 2024. We hope that some of these new friends may also consider returning to St Teilo’s to take part 
in Sunday services. 
 
All Saints’ Church Penyfai: Every member of the congregation at All Saints’ is of the belief that the doors 
should be ‘wide enough to welcome everybody in and narrow enough to keep prejudice out.’ 
In the past year they have worked together to maintain our beautiful church building; to welcome all who 
attend services, weddings, funerals and baptisms; to grow, and strengthen, our Sunday Group; to continue 
and develop, the bell ringing tradition; to decorate the church beautifully; to continue the exceptional 
‘Open the Book’ initiative, in the wonderful Bettws Primary School; to continue the extremely well 
attended ‘Warm Welcome’ lunches; to provide exceptional social events; to work in conjunction with the 
Penyfai Community Association with regard to whole community events; to continue to work closely with 
the staff and pupils at Penyfai Primary School and to support charities, the whole community and each 
other. Our thanks go to all who support us, and our activities, and who have welcomed us into the Ministry 
Area as we move forward together as a church family in mission and fellowship. 
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St. Mary’s Nolton The year ending December 2023 was largely successful. Rev. Maggie was able to 
produce programmes of worship to meet the needs of all the Churches in the Area. St Mary’s Nolton 
experienced a slow but noticeable recovery of worshipers with attendance at Lay led services often 
matching full Eucharist services. The year saw a pleasing number of Baptism events and weddings, joyful 
events in themselves but even more pleasing when they inspired a small number of worshipers to return to 
regular worship. Naturally, we experienced an average number of funerals with one or two long serving 
members departing this life. 
The year saw the welcome addition of Rev Roger to the clerical team. Many of us remember Roger’s first 
spell of service with us and are delighted at the return. Following on from Rev. Maggie announcing her 
retirement plans, arrangements to appoint a replacement were instigated. 
As part of our regular worship we were able to welcome worshipers from all our Ministry Area Churches to 
join in joint services .Wonderful (every fifth Sunday) to see so many supporting these joint efforts in a spirit 
of togetherness. 
A variety of events were held or hosted in Church during the year. We were especially pleased to welcome 
pupils from Brynteg School on study visits when members of our congregation were pleased to talk to 
pupils on a variety of aspects of church life and history. The Kings Coronation was celebrated with a garden 
party, indoors of course, when Councillor Tim Wood, as Mayor of Bridgend, planted a tree in honour of the 
king. It seems to be flourishing well. We were pleased to welcome the Baby Loss group for their service of 
remembrance and the Love light group concert to kick off Christmas celebrations in December. This was 
closely followed by the Comprehensive school’s annual carol services. Church was packed on both nights 
The Service of Remembrance was held in November with town dignitaries joining our congregation for this 
annual national event. The only problem of note this year was a significant leak to the roof on the west 
side. The problem was identified and repaired effectively by local roofer Stuart Cox. So a busy and full year 
drew to a close with my last days as Lay Chair to the Ministry Area Council. My three year stint in office 
ended on 31 st December and we look forward to the next three years under the chairperson ship of Jenny 
Morgan. Welcome Jenny.    Andrew Dix. Lay Chair, 2021 to 2023. 
 
St Mary’s Brackla continues to flourish and build firm relationships with members of staff, pupils and 
parents of Archdeacon John Lewis Church in Wales Primary school. A number of events were held to 
become more visible in the wider community.  
The Family Fun Day held in August was a great success with displays from local Marching Band, Brass Band 
and Karate groups. More than 100 people came and enjoyed an afternoon of activities, entertainment and 
refreshments. 
Messy Coffee Mornings have been introduced throughout the school year for each age group in turn. 
Grownups were invited to join their children to make craft items relating to a biblical theme followed by 
refreshments and fellowship. Members of St Mary’s facilitate these events and inter-generational links 
have been much appreciated.  
Open the Book continues to feature regularly in weekly assemblies with volunteers from Brackla and 
Nolton churches supporting. If anyone would like to get involved please speak with Rev Roger. 
We arranged ‘Experience ‘events at Harvest and Lent where the school hall was transformed into areas of 
interactive learning. The whole church was involved in sourcing items for each ‘station’ and our efforts 
were very much appreciated by staff and pupils alike.  
We have also introduced a Prayer Space for the whole school to utilise. Funds were received from the 
ministry area along with donations from church members and friends of. This is the first of its kind in South 
Wales schools. 
We continue to support the ministry area football team and look forward to planning joint events in the 
future. 
This has all been achieved through the vision, creativity, commitment and fellowship of all the members of 
St Mary’s, Brackla 
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St Crallo’s Coychurch:  It has been a busy year in St Crallo’s. We have hosted a few forest church services. 
The children from the local primary school have come to the church for their Easter and Harvest services. 
The hundred club has successfully continued with its quarterly draws. Lay members held an afternoon tea 
and a cheese and wine evening in their homes to raise some vital funds. We held a moving remembrance 
service which started at the church and concluded around the memorial plaques down at the memorial 
hall. At Christmas time we welcomed in the WI for their annual lessons and carols service and we also 
welcomed in villagers along with the wider community for our annual community carol service. We held a 
Christmas Fayre that was widely attended by the community and it was absolutely lovely to see St Crallo’s 
packed to the rafters for our much loved Christmas Eve Nativity and Christingle service which is a long 
standing tradition in the village. Going forward our aspiration is to continue building bonds across the 
ministry area under its new leadership, not only by reviving our once thriving relationship with 
Llangrallo/Coychurch primary school, but also by welcoming people from across the ministry area for joint 
services and reciprocating with visits to our fellow churches in return. 
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Financial Report 

 

A draft Financial report and summary of accounts as of 31st December 2023 is available and will be 
distributed with this report . 

  Audited accounts will be distributed when auditors report is completed  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


























































































































