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Aims and purposes 

 
The Circuit is responsible, with the Superintendent and the Ministers appointed to the 
Circuit, for the spiritual and material well-being of the circuit, and for upholding and acting 
upon the decisions of the Circuit Meeting. (SO 531). 
  
Circuit Stewards have particular rights and duties which are set out in The Constitutional 
Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church which is reviewed and published annually.  
Part 5 in particular deals with the role of the Circuit Meeting and SO’s 532 -534, 540,552 
and 610 have particular application. 
 
The Circuit Meeting is also specifically responsible for the maintenance of the 3 Circuit 
Manses, the cottage at Englefield Green, the Village Centre and the church buildings in 
the Circuit. 
 
Over the year many of our properties have applied for work to be carried out in order to 
maintain the properties. All such applications have been considered by the Circuit Meeting 
and processed accordingly. 

 
Objectives and Activities 
 

As a Methodist Circuit we will endeavour to:  
 
• Underpin everything we do with God centred worship and prayer 
 
• Support community development and action for justice, especially among the most 

deprived and poor - in Britain and worldwide 
 
• Develop confidence in evangelism and in the capacity to speak of God and faith in ways 

that make sense to all involved 
 
• Encourage fresh ways of being Church 
 
• Nurture a culture in the Church which is people-centred and flexible 

 
 
Achievements and Performance 
 

Worship and Prayer 
 
Services are held regularly at all churches in the Circuit as can be ascertained from the Circuit 
Plan which is produced on a quarterly basis. 
   
The number of Churches now holding evening Services is 1. Once again details of this can be 
found on the Plan.   
 
We have a team of 11 Local Preachers, 8 of whom are available to lead services, with 1 “on 
trial”. They provide valuable support to the Presbyters in fulfilling the Services on the Plan, but 
on occasion it is necessary to call upon Visiting Preachers or to arrange “Own Arrangement” 
Services.  We also have 4 Worship Leaders who are able to assist in leading worship at their 
local Church.  



 

 

STAINES AND FELTHAM METHODIST CIRCUIT 
TRUSTEES REPORT SEPTEMBER 2023 – AUGUST 2024 

. 
Some Churches hold Prayer Meetings either as formal events on the Calendar or as part of 
their weekly House Groups. These provide invaluable support for the Circuit.  
 

District Synod 
 

The Ministerial Staff and elected members from the Circuit attend two Synods each year whilst 
an additional Synod is held in March for Presbyters.    

 
Pastoral Care 
 

Those Churches with large enough congregations have Pastoral Committees or the 
equivalent in SCLEP’s. In smaller churches the Church Councils review pastoral situations 
as part of their meetings, Each church has a team of pastoral visitors who maintain contact 
with members and those associated with the local church, In addition the Ministers in the 
Circuit make regular home visits and provide Holy Communion when requested.   

  
Mission and Evangelism 
 

All churches had been engaged in Mission and Evangelism in their communities. St Jude’s 
continue to develop their Church Development Plan. The United Church of Egham holds a 
regular coffee morning, as does the church at Staines who also have fortnightly lunches for 
the community on a Thursday.  Woodthorpe continues to explore closer links with another 
denomination to use the premises for a community café every week. They have also 
commenced discussions with a local Architect regarding the use of their land and possibly 
forming links with a local prison. Ashford Common maintains a weekly offer of age-appropriate 
activities for children at the weekly Sunday morning service and further reaches out with the 
work of their Boys’ Brigade Company. Initial steps have been taken to work with a local charity 
to instigate a programme of monthly intergenerational services. Ashford Common also 
engages with their community in regular barbecues and garden activities following some of 
their services. Southville continues to work with parents, carers and their children and these 
may well become part of their regular activities. Christ Church are building strong links with 
their community in a variety of ways, many of which involve meals together. These activities 
are designed to enable people to have conversations about faith and how this relates to 
everyday life. 

 
Ecumenical Relationships 
 

Each church in the Circuit has a relationship with their own “Churches Together”. Ministers 
endeavour to attend meetings whenever possible although this is complicated by the fact that 
this can mean attendance at multiple groups. Joint events between the churches are arranged 
and Methodist representation is good.   

 
Financial Review 
 

Total receipts on unrestricted funds (General Funds) were £258,167 This is used for all day to 
day expenditure including Ministerial and lay employee salaries, Methodist Church Fund, 
District Expenses (running costs for the district) and the 3 Ministerial Manses.  Full details are 
in the attached Financial Statements. 

 
Most of the financial income comes from the churches via their assessment / share. 
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Reserves policy 
 

The Circuit Meeting’s policy is to maintain a balance of unrestricted funds, which equates 
to at least six months unrestricted payments, equivalent to £145,269. This is to cover 
emergency situations that may arise from time to time.  

 
It is our policy to invest Reserve funds with the CFB (Methodist Church Central Finance 
Board). 

 
Volunteers 
 

Like many circuits, volunteers are not great in number and some posts are difficult to fill.   
This continues to impose an additional load  on many of the active volunteers already in  
post. 

 
Structure, governance and management 
 

The method of appointment of Circuit Meetings representatives are Election by the 
Churches of the Circuit from their members.  Designated office holders of the Circuit are 
elected by the Circuit Meeting. 

 
The Circuit Meeting is responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern 
and importance to the Circuit including deciding on how the funds of the Circuit are to be 
raised and spent. 

 
The full Circuit Meeting representatives meet 3 times during the year with an average level 
of attendance of 62%. Given its wide responsibilities the Circuit Meeting has some 
committees each dealing with a particular aspect of Circuit and Wider life. These 
committees which include Local Preachers Meeting, Circuit Leadership Team and the 
Invitation Committee report back to it regularly with minutes of their deliberations being 
received by the full Circuit Meeting and discussed as necessary. 

 
Administrative information 
 

The Circuit is situated in Surrey and Greater London. It is part of the South East District of 
the Methodist Church. The correspondence address is The Circuit Office, Woodthorpe 
Methodist Church, Clarendon Rd, Ashford TW15 2QR. 

 
The Circuit Meeting members are the Trustees and those who have served from 1st 
September 2023 – 31st August 2024: 

 

Church Representatives: 
 
WOODTHORPE 
(Clarendon Rd): Verna Doe Jill Britton (Treasurer)  
 
STAINES: Geoff Nicholson (Treasurer), Pauline Shilston, Roz Sendorek 
 
WOODTHORPE 
(Edinburgh Drive): Graham Wells Jill Britton (Treasurer) 
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SOUTHVILLE: Marilyn Woodley (Treasurer), 
 Robina Howliston, Maggie Netto 
 
ASHFORD COMMON: Justin Camis (Treasurer), Chris Morton (Church Steward) 
  
EGHAM Jean Morwood, Jane Mackerness (Church Secretary), Jane Leckie 
 
ENGLEFIELD GREEN Brian Hooker (Treasurer) 
 
CIRCUIT MINISTERS Andrew Reed, Kofi Tekyi-Ansah, Judith Allford, Andy Watkins 
 
SUPERNUMERARY 
STAFF Julie Underwood 
 
CIRCUIT STEWARDS Roger Griffiths, Marilyn Woodley, Jonathan Griffiths Pauline Shilston 
 
SECRETARY Maggie Netto 
 
L.P. SECRETARY Paul Murphy 
 
6 LOCAL PREACHERS Margaret Ash, Sheila Hassan, 
 Shirley Price, Jonathan Perkins, Vacancy, Vacancy 
  
REPS. FROM CIRCUIT: 
 Property  Marilyn Woodley 
 Missions  Vacancy 
 Network   Vacancy 
 Missions  Vacancy 
 MWiB   Vacancy 
 MHA   Vacancy 
 Connexional Funds Jonathan Griffiths 
 Webmaster  Jonathan Griffiths 
 Safeguarding:  Andrew Reed 
 
4 REPS. NOMINATED BY THE CIRCUIT MEETING:  
 Marilyn Woodley, Maggie Netto, Vacancy, Vacancy 
 
Report prepared by the Circuit Leadership Team September 2024 
 
 
Received by Circuit Meeting: 17th March 2025 
 

Signed:   Andrew Reed 
 


















