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Details

Status Registered

Legal form Trust

Registered 2010-04-21

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 88 Hamilton Road
Reading
RG1 5RD

Phone 07552236579

Email info@zoetrust.org

Website www.zoetrust.org

Activities

Objects: FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT TO PROMOTE THE EDUCATION OF PEOPLE UNDER THE AGE
OF 30 YEARS WORLDWIDE IN SUCH WAYS AS THE CHARITY TRUSTEES THINK FIT, INCLUDING
BY:1. AWARDING TO SUCH PERSONS SCHOLARSHIPS, MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCES OR GRANTS
TENABLE AT ANY SCHOOL, UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE OR INSTITUTION OF EDUCATION;2. PROVIDING
THEIR EDUCATION (INCLUDING THE STUDY OF MUSIC OR OTHER ARTS), TO UNDERTAKE TRAVEL
IN FURTHERANCE OF THAT EDUCATION OR TO PREPARE FOR ENTRY TO ANY OCCUPATION,
TRADE OR PROFESSION ON LEAVING ANY EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT."

Activities: THE CHARITY HELPS CHILDREN LIVING IN POVERTY TO ACCESS QUALITY EDUCATION.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Makes Grants To Organisations

• What: Education/training

• Who: Children/young People
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Geography

• Area of benefit: WORLDWIDE

• Greece

• South Africa

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £57,881 £67,724 - -

2023-12-31 £59,435 £41,877 - -

2022-12-31 £28,747 £37,608 - -

2021-12-31 £46,682 £34,749 - -

2020-12-31 £43,608 £39,709 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Emily Young Chair 2011-09-13

Catherine Thomas 2024-09-23

Dr Tanya Murphy

LAURA BURCH 2011-09-13
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1. Reference and Administrative Details 
 
a) Name of the Charity:  Zoe Sarojini Education Trust 
 
b) Charity registration number:  1135609 
 
c) Address:  88 Hamilton Road, Reading RG1 5RD 
 
d) Trustees: 
 
Dorothy Schwarz (since February 2010) 
Tanya Murphy (since February 2010) 
Laura Burch Schwarz (since September 2011) 
Emily Young (formerly Hogge) (since September 2011) - Chair 

2. Structure Governance and management 
 

a. Nature of the governing document 

We have a Trust Deed, dated the 1st February 2010.  
 

b. Recruitment of trustees 

Trustees are recruited because of their interest in the work and mission of the charity and 
their specific skills.  
 

c. Training of trustees 

Trustees are invited to read the relevant documents pertaining to the role of trustees that 
the Charity Commission publishes. They are also inducted in the operations and 
requirements of the charity. 
 

d. Organisational structure 

Decisions are taken by consensus by the trustees. Strategic decisions are made during 
meetings (face to face or over Skype) and operational decisions are taken by sub-groups 
of trustees during phone conversations and conference calls. 
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3. Financial Review 
 
The year 2024 has been another successful year for the Trust. We raised £57,881  and 
donated  £67,724. Our costs for the year were £35. 
 
The Table below shows how our money was spent: 

Fund names 

Fund balances 
1st January 

2024 
Incoming 
resources 

Outgoing 
resources 

Fund 
balances 

31st 
December 

2024 

transfer 
from 

unrestrict
ed funds 

Adjusted 
balances 
31st Dec 

2024 
 £ £ £ £ £ £ 
Khethani 0 6,228 -20,800 -14,572 14,572 0 
Enrichment 5,262 6,940 -630 11,572 -11,572 0 
Cape Town 7,330 2,877 -7,963 2,244 -490 1,754 
Misty Meadows 10,760 8,423 -38,296 -19,113 19,104 -9 
University Fund 5,768 0  5,769 -5,768 1 
Special 
Projects Fund 

0 33,407  33,407 6,000 39,407 

Total 
Restricted 

29,120 57,875 -67,689 19,307 21,846 41,153 

Endowment 1,000 0  1,000  1,000 

Unrestricted 21,875 6 -35 21,846 -21,846 0 

Total Funds 51,995 57,881 -67,724 42,153 0 42,153 

 

 

Unrestricted Fund and policy on Reserves 
 

The unrestricted fund was completely used up in 2024, including our reserves, due to our 
decision to fund the building of a new kitchen in Misty Meadows, and to raise money for 
this in 2025. Trustees have plans in place to replenish reserves during 2025 and 2026.  

Designated as reserves:   0  

Available for spending during 2024:  0 

Total:   0    
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Please see our Financial Accounts, available on the Charity Commission’s website for 
further details of the Trust’s finances in 2024. 

4. Public benefit Statement 
 

The trustees have complied with the duty in section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to have 
due regard to public benefit guidance published by the Commission.  

We benefit the public through our objective of promoting the education of children in South 
Africa and elsewhere. Specifically, we support children to attend quality schools and fund 
the associated costs as required, such as school fees, uniforms, stationery and transport 
to school. We also enhance the education of the children we sponsor by ensuring as far as 
possible adequate living conditions for them.  

5. Objectives and activities 
a. Charity Objectives (governing document) 
 

The Objectives of our charity, as set out in the Governing Document are:  

For the public benefit to promote the education of people under the age of 30 years 
worldwide in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, including by: 

 
1. Awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants tenable at 
any school, university, college or institution of education;   

 
2. Providing their education (including the study of music or other arts), to undertake travel 
in furtherance of that education or to prepare for entry to any occupation, trade or 
profession on leaving any educational establishment. 

 

b. Charity Aims 
 

The Zoë Sarojini Education Trust’s purpose is to help children, particularly girls, living in 
poverty to go to school. The Trust was set up in memory of Zoë Sarojini Schwarz, a loved 
and loving young woman who suffered from bipolar depression and took her own life in 
August 2000.  

 
Overall Aim One: Support the education of individual children in need 

The Trust enables donors, singly or in small groups, to fund the education of individual 
youngsters.  We work through trusted and experienced volunteers in the Cape Town and 
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Kwazulu-Natal regions of South Africa who help us select the most suitable youngsters to 
be funded, channel the funds directly to the relevant schools and colleges, and act as 
mentors to the youngsters.  The children and young people we help are chosen according 
to local need and opportunity, with no preconceived criteria. 

In addition to covering school fees, the Trust aims to ensure its sponsored children have 
their basic needs for shelter and food met. 

The Trust also aims to fund enrichment extra-curricular activities for its sponsored children.  

Finally, the Trust aims to facilitate communication between children and sponsors. If 
sponsors wish to, they and their families can maintain on-going personal contact with the 
young people they are sponsoring in order to encourage them, monitor their progress, 
mentor them and form long-term relationships. 

Overall Aim Two: Support and strengthen innovative education models 

The Zoe Sarojini Education Trust aims to work closely with a small number of education 
partners that it deems provide powerful innovative education models to enable quality 
education for disadvantaged young people.  

 

6. Achievement and performance 
 

2024 was a busy year for the trust. We continued to support our children in their 
educational journey which at times meant stepping in to support when they faced difficult 
personal challenges. We also continued to work closely with Misty Meadows, supporting 
the development of provision for their older children whilst continuing to support their long 
standing make space and computer space, and the construction of a kitchen for learning 
and healthy eating at school. Overall, it was another successful year for the trust.  

Our sponsors remained supportive; however, amidst the difficult financial times we have 
lost some which has stretched our finances.  

We set out below our achievements in 2024 against the aims stated above. 

 

Aim 1: Support the education of individual children in need 

1. Supporting children to go to good schools 
 

In 2024, we supported 15 individual children and young adults to access quality education 
in South Africa. The children range in age from 11 to 23.  

Ingwavuma, Kwazulu Natal 

Three children went to local schools in Ingwavuma, in Kwazulu Natal. They were selected 
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by a local charity Zisize (see www.zisize.org). Two children attended Richards Bay 
Christian School staying in a hostel with other children from Ingwavuma. One child 
attended Durban University. 

All six of these children are children whose parents cannot afford school fees due to a lack 
of work or poorly paid work. One lives in the Zisize-run orphanage.  

Cape Town 

Four children went to school in Cape Town. These children live in Cape Town townships. 
Their families are hard-working but cannot afford the school fees of schools that provide a 
vastly superior education to the township education they received previously.  

Howick, Kwazulu Natal  

This year we continued to support five children at Misty Meadows School, Howick. These 
children come from loving and hard-working families however they cannot afford to send 
their children to Misty Meadows. They live either on the farm or in the local township.  

2. Ensure basic needs in shelter and food are met 
 

Whilst the majority of our families were self-sufficient in terms of shelter and food this year, 
we were able to pay for one of our children who is at university with food costs when her 
NSFAS government loan was delayed.  

3. Contributing to the enrichment of our children’s education  
 
The money for enrichment is raised through monthly donations and one-off fundraising 
events throughout the year. The money is spent on projects that are put forward to the 
trust by our mentors in South Africa who work alongside our children. 

This extra level of care is what makes the Zoe Trust unique as it allows us to provide all 
round care for our children giving them the best possible chance to succeed.  

We have continued to provide stationery, transport, uniforms and textbooks for our 
children. This takes the pressure off parents who are struggling to feed their children. It 
also allows us to make sure that they have what they need to be successful at school.  

 This year we have also continued to support a workshop space at Misty Meadows. The 
aim of the space is to provide the children with practical experience in woodwork, 
electrical engineering and elements of mechanical engineering. And the fund contributed 
to the building of a school kitchen at Misty Meadows.  

We have also paid for trips and outings so that our children can have their enrichment 
opportunities in line with their peers.  

In 2024, this fund also provided invaluable funding for counselling for some of our children 
in Cape Town who were struggling with trauma from their past. These counselling 
sessions have helped them to begin to process this trauma and take steps to move 
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forward with their lives.  

4. Enabling access to the internet and IT learning 
This year we continued to support computer programmes at Misty Meadows providing 
continued internet access. 

5.  Communication between sponsors and children 

Child sponsor correspondence continued in 2024. Several sponsors and children wrote to 
each other this year whether via text, voice notes, photos or email. In addition, we received 
termly updates from our children via our mentors. As trustees, we are in constant 
communication with our mentors which allows us to keep up to date with our children’s 
progress and react to emergencies as and when they arise.  

Our children love this communication and it allows them to feel connected and 
accountable.  

 

AIM 2 : Support and strengthen innovative education models 
 

The trust worked with Misty Meadows a carefully-vetted and trusted education provider, 
providing both tangible funding and capacity building as required.  

 

Misty Meadows School (South Africa) 

We are now in our tenth year of partnership with Misty Meadows School. 

This year, Anni, a friend of the trust, was able to visit Misty Meadows. This provided us not 
only with an update and insight into how the school is doing but also a range of photos, 
videos and stories to share with sponsors. She was also able to support the school with 
ideas on how to develop products that could help them be more financially self-supporting.  

We have also maintained constant communication with Cassie, the head teacher of the 
school, so that we can support her with her continued work.  

We were delighted to contribute to the growth of the school via a one-off donation of 
£11,000 to build a kitchen, providing an invaluable space for the children to continue to 
develop their culinary skills. This is really important within their community where the 
majority of jobs are in restaurants and hotels.  

7. Raising Funds in 2024 
 

Regular donors 
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In 2024, we maintained regular contact with our regular donors. We sent out regular 
updates via email and updated Facebook and our website. In addition, each sponsor 
received updates on their child’s progress.  

Our Facebook page is updated with pictures and messages from trustees, mentors, 
sponsors and our children directly. It has provided a fast and visual way for our sponsors 
and children to connect.  

 

One-off events and donations 
 
This year we didn’t hold any one-off events or receive any one-off donations.  
 

8. Conclusion   
 

2024 has been another successful year for the trust. We saw two of our children achieve a 
good set of matric results and secure places at university. We have also helped a number 
of children overcome difficult situations in their personal lives, working closely with our 
mentors on the ground to support them through these times.  

We have continued to strengthen our relationship with Misty Meadows, supporting the 
school as a whole and continuing to help them expand through the kitchen project. We 
look forward to supporting them into 2025 as they finish building the kitchen and start to 
develop their culinary programs.  

We have also continued to strengthen our relationship with sponsors, working with them to 
communicate with their children and help in encouraging and motivating them to work 
hard. These strong relationships reap benefits for all involved.  
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2024

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Notes
Unrestricted 

Funds
Restricted 

Funds
Endowment 

Funds
Main Account 

2024
Special Project 

Account 2024
Main Account  

2023

£ £ £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary Income 6 57,468 - 18,474-         - 39,000-            - 59,433-           
Interest income - 408-                 
TOTAL - 6-                     - 57,468-      - -  -               - 18,474-         - 39,408-            - 59,433-           

RESOURCES EXPENSED
Charitable Activities - 67,689-      - -  -               - 67,689-         - 41,361-           
Costs of Generating Voluntary Income 3 - 35-                   - -  -               - 35-                - 516-                
Governance 4 - -  -                 - -  -               - -  -               - -  -                 
Special Projects Fund

TOTAL - 35-                   - 67,689-      - -  -               - 67,724-         - -  -                  - 41,877-           
- -  -                 

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS - 29-                   - 10,221-      - -  -               - 49,250-         - 17,556-           
BALANCES B/FWD 1 JANUARY - 21,875-            - 29,120-      - 1,000-            - 51,995-         - 34,439-           
transfer from unrestricted to restricted funds -21,846 21,846 - -  -               - -  -                 
BALANCES C/FWD 31 DECEMBER 6.2 - -  -                 - 40,745-      - 1,000-            - 2,745-           - 39,408-            - 51,995-           

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2024

Notes Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds
Endowment 

Funds
Total Dec 

2024
Total Dec  

2023
£ £ £ £ £

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank - -  -                    - 40,745-             - 1,000-         - 41,745-     - 51,997-     

FUNDS OF THE CHARITY 6
Unrestricted - -  -                    - 21,875-     
Restricted - 41,153-             - 41,153-     - 29,120-     
Endowment - 1,000-         - 1,000-        - 1,000-        
TOTAL FUNDS - 41,153-             - 1,000-         - 42,153-     - 51,995-     

Approved by the Trustees on                                        and signed on its behalf by 

Emily Young, Chair of the Trust

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2024

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

Note 1      Basis of preparation

1.1 Basis of accounting
The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis.

1.2 Change in basis of accounting
There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) 
since last year.

1.3 Changes to previous accounts 
No changes have been made to the accounts for the previous year .

2. Accounting policies

2.1 Incoming resources
Donations are recognised when received. Gift Aid refunds are recognised on receipt from the tax office.
Gift aid for 2024 will be requested on total donations of £11,936

2.2 Resources expended
Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding or 
constructive obligation on the Trust. All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is incurred and is
accounted for gross.

2.3 Funds
Endowment Fund is a fund, the capital of which must be maintained.

Restricted Funds represent grants and donations received for a specific object of the Trust. The funds may 
only be expended on the specific object for which they were given. Any balance remaining unspent at the 
end of each year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund. 

Unrestricted Fund is a general fund which can be used for Trust ordinary purposes.

2024 2023

3. Cost of Generating Voluntary Income
Paypal fees, new website design, data registration £35 £516

4. Governance
Independent examiner's fees £0 £0

£0 £0

5 Details of certain items of expenditure

5.1 Trustee fees
Number of trustees who were paid fees none none

5.2 Trustee expenses none none

continued...........
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ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2024

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

6 Funds

6.1  Funds Held

Fund Name Purpose and Restrictions

Cape Town   This fund pays for the education costs of the children that we sponsor in Cape Town. 

Enrichment
This fund covers extracurricular activities for our sponsored children, one-off education necessities such as 
uniforms and text books, and homework clubs. 

Khethani This fund covers the fees of our scholarship children who attend the Khethani School and schools which 
Khethani School alumni attend.

Special projects We have created a new fund for a special project within the Trust's mission.This fund covers special projects 
that unites education and environment and social sustainability. 

Misty Meadows This fund is to support the education of children at Misty Meadows in KwaZulu-Natal.

University Funds
We have decided to close down this fund in 2024 as we succeeded in obtaining governmnet grants for our 
university students. Funds have been reallocated to the Enrichment Fund, which includes incidental support 
to our university students

6.2 Movements of funds

Fund names Fund balances 1st 
January 2024

Incoming 
resources

Outgoing 
resources 

Fund balances 31st 
Dec 2024

transfer between 
funds

Adjusted balances 
31st Dec 2024

£ £ £ £ £ £
Khethani 0 6,228 -20,800 -14,572 14,572 0
Enrichment 5,262 6,940 -630 11,572 -11,572 0
Cape Town 7,330 2,877 -7,963 2,244 -490 1,754
Misty Meadows 10,760 8,423 -38,296 -19,113 19,104 -9
University Fund 5,768 0 5,769 -5,768 1
Special Projects 
Fund 0 33,407 33,407 6,000 39,407

Total Restricted 29,120 57,875 -67,689 19,307 21,846 41,153
Endowment 1,000 0 1,000 1,000

Unrestricted 21,875 6 -35 21,846 -21,846 0

Total Funds 51,995 57,881 -67,724 42,153 0 42,153

6.3 Transfer of Funds

This represents transfer of funds from unrestricted and enrichment funds to cover expenditure in specific locations.

6.4  Endowment Fund

This sum is provided by the first trustees on the trusts declared in the trust deed.
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Trustees of Zoe Sarojini Education Trust

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2024,
which are set out on pages 1 to 6.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  
The charity’s  trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act; 
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and 
to state whether any particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report
is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention: which gives me cause to 
believe that in any material respect:

* accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act or
* the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be 
drawn in order to enable to a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Carrie Sewell

Address Channel Court, Hill Road, Clevedon, England, BS21 7NE

Dated 29/10/2025
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This report was written by the trustees of the Zoe Sarojini Education Trust and approved
by them.
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Emily Young
Chair of the Trustees
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1. Reference and Administrative Details
a) Name of the Charity: Zoe Sarojini Education Trust

b) Charity registration number: 1135609

c) Address: 88 Hamilton Road, Reading RG1 5RD

d) Trustees:

Dorothy Schwarz (since February 2010)
Tanya Murphy (since February 2010)
Laura Burch Schwarz (since September 2011)
Emily Young (formerly Hogge) (since September 2011) - Chair

2. Structure Governance and management

a. Nature of the governing document

We have a Trust Deed, dated the 1st February 2010.

b. Recruitment of trustees

Trustees are recruited because of their interest in the work and mission of the charity and
their specific skills.

c. Training of trustees

Trustees are invited to read the relevant documents pertaining to the role of trustees that
the Charity Commission publishes. They are also inducted in the operations and
requirements of the charity.

d. Organisational structure

Decisions are taken by consensus by the trustees. Strategic decisions are made during
meetings (face to face or over Skype) and operational decisions are taken by sub-groups
of trustees during phone conversations and conference calls.
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3. Financial Review
The year 2023 has been another successful year for the Trust. We raised £ 59.435 and
donated £ 41,361 . Our costs for the year were £ 516 for paypal fees and building a new
website.

The Table below shows how our money was spent:

Fund names

Fund balances
1st January

2023
Incoming
resources

Outgoing
resources

Fund
balances

31st
December

2023

transfer
from

unrestrict
ed funds

Adjusted
balances
31st Dec
2023

£ £ £ £ £ £
Khethani - 10,939 -14,109 -3,171 3,171 0
Zisize 480 360 0 840 -840 -
Enrichment 1,574 4,303 -615 5,262 5,262
Cape Town 9,240 5,857 -7,766 7,331 7,331
Misty
Meadows - 29,631 -18,872 10,759 10,759
University
Fund 4,528 1,240 - 5,768 5,768
Total
Restricted 15,822 52,330 -41,361 26,790 2,331 29,122
Endowment 1,000 1,000 1,000

Unrestricted 17,617 7,105 -516 24,206 -2,331 21,875

Total Funds 34,439 59,435 -41,877 51,997 - 51,997

Unrestricted Fund and policy on Reserves

This fund is broken down as follows:

Designated as reserves: £ 7,000

Available for spending during 2023: £ 14,875

Total: £ 21,875

The Trust holds a reserve of £ 7,000. This sum is equivalent to approx 20% of our regular
outgoings. It aims to cover sponsorship for our children should donors unexpectedly quit at
short notice while new sponsors are found.
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Please see our Financial Accounts, available on the Charity Commission’s website for
further details of the Trust’s finances in 2023.

4. Public benefit Statement

The trustees have complied with the duty in section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to have
due regard to public benefit guidance published by the Commission.

We benefit the public through our objective of promoting the education of children in South
Africa and elsewhere. Specifically, we support children to attend quality schools and fund
the associated costs as required, such as school fees, uniforms, stationery and transport
to school. We also enhance the education of the children we sponsor by ensuring as far as
possible adequate living conditions for them.

5. Objectives and activities
a. Charity Objectives (governing document)

The Objectives of our charity, as set out in the Governing Document are:

For the public benefit to promote the education of people under the age of 30 years
worldwide in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, including by:

1. Awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants tenable at
any school, university, college or institution of education;

2. Providing their education (including the study of music or other arts), to undertake travel
in furtherance of that education or to prepare for entry to any occupation, trade or
profession on leaving any educational establishment.

b. Charity Aims

The Zoë Sarojini Education Trust’s purpose is to help children, particularly girls, living in
poverty to go to school. The Trust was set up in memory of Zoë Sarojini Schwarz, a loved
and loving young woman who suffered from bipolar depression and took her own life in
August 2000. 

Overall Aim One: Support the education of individual children in need

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2023
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The Trust enables donors, singly or in small groups, to fund the education of individual
youngsters.  We work through trusted and experienced volunteers in the Cape Town and
Kwazulu-Natal regions of South Africa who help us select the most suitable youngsters to
be funded, channel the funds directly to the relevant schools and colleges, and act as
mentors to the youngsters.  The children and young people we help are chosen according
to local need and opportunity, with no preconceived criteria.

In addition to covering school fees, the Trust aims to ensure its sponsored children have
their basic needs for shelter and food met.

The Trust also aims to fund enrichment extra-curricular activities for its sponsored children.

Finally, the Trust aims to facilitate communication between children and sponsors. If
sponsors wish to, they and their families can maintain on-going personal contact with the
young people they are sponsoring in order to encourage them, monitor their progress,
mentor them and form long-term relationships.

Overall Aim Two: Support and strengthen innovative education models

The Zoe Sarojini Education Trust aims to work closely with a small number of education
partners that it deems provide powerful innovative education models to enable quality
education for disadvantaged young people.

6. Achievement and performance

2023 was another successful year for the trust. We continued to support our children and
partner schools and projects successfully with positive outcomes. Our sponsors remained
supportive and despite a difficult financial time for the world we have maintained and even
gained support.

We set out below our achievements in 2023 against the aims stated above.

Aim 1: Support the education of individual children in need

1. Supporting children to go to good schools

In 2023, we supported 18 individual children and young adults to access quality education
in South Africa. The children range in age from 11 to 23.

Ingwavuma, Kwazulu Natal

Two children went to Khethani Christian School in Ingwavuma, in Kwazulu Natal. They
were selected by a local charity Zisize (see www.zisize.org). One child attended a private
school in a nearby town. Two children attended Richards Bay Christian School staying in a

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2023
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hostel with other children from Ingwavuma.One child attended Durban University.

All six of these children are children whose parents cannot afford school fees due to a lack
of work or poorly paid work. One lives in the Zisize-run orphanage.

Three children are adopted children of Michelle and Neil Coetzee, who have set up the
Umndeni Wabantwana children’s home for their twelve adopted children.

Cape Town

Four children went to school in Cape Town. These children live in Cape Town townships.
Their families are hard-working but cannot afford the school fees of schools that provide a
vastly superior education to the township education they received previously.

Howick, Kwazulu Natal

This year we continued to support five children at Misty Meadows School, Howick. These
children come from loving and hard-working families however they cannot afford to send
their children to Misty Meadows. They live either on the farm or in the local township.

2. Ensure basic needs in shelter and food are met

The Zisize-run orphanage which the Zoe Trust helped to build remains a loving and caring
home for 18 children including three Zoe Trust children. The home provides food and
shelter as well as emotional and educational support. We were also able to support the
two children who attended Richards Bay Christian School with uniform, textbook, electrical
and boarding costs.

3. Contributing to the enrichment of our children’s education

The money for enrichment is raised through monthly donations and one-off fundraising
events throughout the year. The money is spent on projects that are put forward to the
trust by our mentors in South Africa who work alongside our children.

This extra level of care is what makes the Zoe Trust unique as it allows us to provide all
round care for our children giving them the best possible chance to succeed.

We have continued to provide stationery, transport, uniforms and textbooks for our
children. This takes the pressure off parents who are struggling to feed their children. It
also allows us to make sure that they have what they need to be successful at school.

​This year we have also continued to support a workshop space at Misty Meadows. The
aim of the space is to provide the children with practical experience in woodwork,
electrical engineering and elements of mechanical engineering.

We have also paid for trips and outings so that our children can have their enrichment
opportunities in line with their peers.

4. Enabling access to the internet and IT learning
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This year we continued to support computer programmes at Misty Meadows providing
continued internet access.

5. Communication between sponsors and children

Child sponsor correspondence continued in 2023. Several sponsors and children wrote to
each other this year whether via text, voice notes, photos or email. In addition, we received
termly updates from our children via our mentors. As trustees, we are in constant
communication with our mentors which allows us to keep up to date with our children’s
progress and react to emergencies as and when they arise.

Our children love this communication and it allows them to feel connected and
accountable.

AIM 2 : Support and strengthen innovative education models

The trust worked with two carefully-vetted and trusted education providers, providing both
tangible funding and capacity building as required.

Misty Meadows School (South Africa)

We are now in our ninth year of partnership with Misty Meadows School.

Although we were unable to visit Misty Meadows this year we have maintained constant
communication with Cassie, the head teacher of the school, so that we can support her
with her continued work.

We were delighted to contribute to the growth of the school via a one-off donation of
£20,676 (see below)

Khethani School (South Africa)

We are in our fifteenth year of partnership with Khethani Christian School.

Although we were unable to visit Khethani this year, we have maintained constant
communication with Sylvia, the head teacher of the school, so that we can support her with
her continued work.

7. Raising Funds in 2023

Regular donors
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In 2023, we maintained regular contact with our regular donors. We sent out regular
updates via email and updated Facebook, Twitter and our website. In addition, each
sponsor received updates on their child’s progress.

Our Facebook and twitter pages are updated with pictures and messages from trustees,
mentors, sponsors and our children directly. It has provided a fast and visual way for our
sponsors and children to connect.

One-off events and donations

This year we didn’t hold any one-off events.

We were delighted to receive a donation of £26,767 from Geeks without Frontiers, a US
based NGO. £20,767 went towards the building of a new classroom at Misty Meadows as
well as essential refurbishment (the works to be completed in 2024), and £6,000
contributed to our unrestricted fund, to spend as needed.

8. Conclusion

2023 has been another successful year for the trust. We have supported a number of
children to transition to new secondary schools whilst also helping some to complete their
final matric exams and secure places at university. We have also worked closely with our
mentors to support our children through difficult times, making sure that they have the
guidance and backing they need to navigate school meetings and difficult decisions.

We have continued to strengthen our relationship with Misty Meadows, supporting the
school as a whole and raising funds for the high school project. We look forward to
supporting them into 2024 as they launch their high school project.

We have also continued to strengthen our relationship with sponsors, working with them to
communicate with their children and help in encouraging and motivating them to work
hard. These strong relationships reap benefits for all involved.

We have also launched a new website and are enjoying our strengthened online presence.
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2023

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Notes
Unrestricted 

Funds
Restricted 

Funds
Endowment 

Funds 2023 2022

£ £ £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary Income 7,105 52,330 59,435       28,747       
TOTAL 7,105              52,330       -                59,435       28,747       

RESOURCES EXPENSED
Charitable Activities -                  41,361       -                41,361       37,504       
Costs of Generating Voluntary Income 3 516                 -                516            104            
Governance 4 -             -                -             -             
TOTAL 516                 41,361       -                41,877       37,608       

-             
NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 6,589              10,969       -                17,558       8,861-         
BALANCES B/FWD 1 JANUARY 17,617            15,822       1,000            34,439       43,300       
transfer from unrestricted to restricted funds 2,331-              2,331         -             
BALANCES C/FWD 31 DECEMBER 6.2 21,875            29,122       1,000            51,997       34,439       

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2023

Notes Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds
Endowment 

Funds Total 2023
TOTAL 
2022

£ £ £ £
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank 21,875              29,122             1,000          51,997      34,439      

FUNDS OF THE CHARITY 6
Unrestricted 21,875              -                   -              21,875      17,617      
Restricted -                    29,122             -              29,122      15,822      
Endowment -                    -                   1,000          1,000        1,000        
TOTAL FUNDS 21,875              29,122             1,000          51,997      34,439      

Approved by the Trustees on                                        and signed on its behalf by 

Emily Young, Chair of the Trust

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account



5

Charity Number 1135609

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis.

2.1 Incoming resources
Donations are recognised when received. Gift Aid refunds are recognised on receipt from the tax office.

2.2 Resources expended
Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding or 
constructive obligation on the Trust. All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is incurred and is
accounted for gross.

2.3 Funds
Endowment Fund is a fund, the capital of which must be maintained.

Restricted Funds represent grants and donations received for a specific object of the Trust. The funds may 
only be expended on the specific object for which they were given. Any balance remaining unspent at the 
end of each year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund. 

Unrestricted Fund is a general fund which can be used for Trust ordinary purposes.

2023 2022

3. Cost of Generating Voluntary Income
Paypal fees, new website design, data registration £516 £104

4. Governance
Independent examiner's fees £0 £0

£0 £0

Number of trustees who were paid fees none none

none none

continued...........

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2023

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

Note 1      Basis of preparation

1.1 Basis of accounting

1.2 Change in basis of accounting

5.1 Trustee fees

5.2 Trustee expenses

There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) 
since last year.

1.3 Changes to previous accounts 
No changes have been made to the accounts for the previous year .

2. Accounting policies

Gift aid for 2023 will be requested on total donations of £ 14,286

5 Details of certain items of expenditure
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Fund Name Note for 2023

Cape Town   

Enrichment

Khethani

Zisize

Misty Meadows

University Funds

Fund names
Fund balances 1st 

January 2023
Incoming 
resources

Outgoing 
resources 

Fund balances 31st 
December 2023

transfer from 
unrestricted 

funds

Adjusted 
balances 31st 

Dec 2023
£ £ £ £ £ £

Khethani  - 10,939 -14,109 -3,171                  3,171                            0 
Zisize                                    480 360 0                             840 -840                           -   
Enrichment                                 1,574 4,303 -615                          5,262                     5,262 
Cape Town                                 9,240 5,857 -7,766                          7,331                     7,331 
Misty Meadows  - 29,631 -18,872 10,759                   10,759 
University Fund 4,528 1,240                       -                            5,768                     5,768 
Total Restricted                              15,822               52,330 -41,361                       26,791                 2,331                   29,122 
Endowment                                 1,000                          1,000                     1,000 
Unrestricted                               17,617 7,105 -516                        24,206 -2,331                   21,875 
Total Funds                               34,439                59,435 -41,877 51,997                       -   51,997 

6.4  Endowment Fund

This sum is provided by the first trustees on the trusts declared in the trust deed.

6.5 Unrestricted Fund 2023 2022
This fund is broken down as follows

Designated as Reserves 7,000               7,000                       
Unrestricted Funds 14,875            10,617                    
Total 21,875            17,617                    

Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2023

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

6 Funds
6.1  Funds Held

Purpose and Restrictions

6.2 Movements of funds

6.3 Transfer of Funds
This represents transfer of funds from unrestricted to cover project expenditure

This fund pays for the education costs of the children that we sponsor in Cape Town. 

This fund covers extracurricular activities for our sponsored children, one-off 
education necessities such as uniforms and text books, and homework clubs. 

This fund covers the fees of our scholarship children who attend the Khethani School 
and schools which Khethani School alumni attend.
This fund covers the educational costs of children we support in conjunction with 
Zisize Education Trust. As these children have now finished school, this fund is being 
closed at the end of 2023 and remaining funds transfered to unrestricted. 

This fund is to support the education of children at Misty Meadows in KwaZulu-Natal.

This fund is to support the tertiary education of Zoe Trust children.
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I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2023,
which are set out on pages 1 to 6.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  
The charity’s  trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act; 
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and 
to state whether any particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report
is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention: which gives me cause to 
believe that in any material respect:

* accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act or
* the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be 
drawn in order to enable to a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Carrie Sewell

Address Channel Court, Hill Road, Clevedon, England, BS21 7NE

Dated 29-8-2024

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Trustees of Zoe Sarojini Education Trust
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2022

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Notes
Unrestricted 

Funds
Restricted 

Funds
Endowment 

Funds 2022 2021

£ £ £ £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary Income 3,319              25,428       -                28,747       46,682       
TOTAL 3,319              25,428       -                28,747       46,682       

RESOURCES EXPENSED
Charitable Activities -                  37,504       -                37,504       34,642       
Costs of Generating Voluntary Income 3 104                 -                104            107            
Governance 4 -             -                -             -             
TOTAL 104                 37,504       -                37,608       34,749       

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 3,215              12,076-       -                8,861-         11,933       
BALANCES B/FWD 1 JANUARY 16,647            25,653       1,000            43,300       31,367       
transfer from unrestricted to restricted funds 2,245-              2,245         
BALANCES C/FWD 31 DECEMBER 6.2 17,617            15,822       1,000            34,439       43,300       

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account



-4-

Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2022

Notes Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds
Endowment 

Funds Total 2022
TOTAL 
2021

£ £ £ £
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank 17,617              15,822             1,000          34,439      43,300      

FUNDS OF THE CHARITY 6
Unrestricted 17,617              -                   -              17,617      16,648      
Restricted -                    15,822             -              15,822      25,652      
Endowment -                    -                   1,000          1,000        1,000        
TOTAL FUNDS 17,617              15,822             1,000          34,439      43,300      

Approved by the Trustees on            14 September 2023                               and signed on its behalf by 

Emily Young, Chair of the Trust

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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Charity Number 1135609

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis.

2.1 Incoming resources
Donations are recognised when received. Gift Aid refunds are recognised on receipt from the tax office.

2.2 Resources expended
Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding or 
constructive obligation on the Trust. All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is incurred and is
accounted for gross.

2.3 Funds
Endowment Fund is a fund, the capital of which must be maintained.

Restricted Funds represent grants and donations received for a specific object of the Trust. The funds may 
only be expended on the specific object for which they were given. Any balance remaining unspent at the 
end of each year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund. 

Unrestricted Fund is a general fund which can be used for Trust ordinary purposes.

2022 2021

3. Cost of Generating Voluntary Income
Paypal charges for on-line payments £104 £107

4. Governance
Independent examiner's fees £0 £0

£0 £0

Number of trustees who were paid fees none none none

none none none

continued...........

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2022

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

Note 1      Basis of preparation

1.1 Basis of accounting

1.2 Change in basis of accounting

5.1 Trustee fees

5.2 Trustee expenses

There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) 
since last year.

1.3 Changes to previous accounts 
No changes have been made to the accounts for the previous year .

2. Accounting policies

Gift aid for 2022 will be requested on total donations of £ 16,566

5 Details of certain items of expenditure
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Fund Name Note for 2022

Cape Town   

Enrichment

Khethani

Refugee Fund
This fund is now 
terminated.

Zisize

Misty Meadows

University Funds

Fund names
Fund balances 1st 

January 2022
Incoming 
resources

Outgoing 
resources 

Fund balances 31st 
December 2022

transfer from 
unrestricted 

funds

Adjusted 
balances 31st 

Dec 2022
£ £ £ £ £ £

Khethani                               10,315 7,777 -18,116 -24                       24  -
Zisize                                    240 240 0                             480                        480 
Enrichment                                    911 3,206 -2,543                          1,574                     1,574 
Cape Town                                 8,952 6,290 -6,002                          9,240                     9,240 
Refugee Fund                                    100                             100 -100                           -   
Misty Meadows                                 1,448 7,075 -10,844 -2,321                  2,321                           -   
University Fund                                 3,688 840                          4,528                     4,528 
Total Restricted                               25,653                25,428 -37,505                        13,577                  2,245                   15,822 
Endowment                                 1,000                          1,000                     1,000 
Unrestricted                               16,647 3,319 -104                        19,862 -2,245                   17,617 
Total Funds                               43,300                28,747 -37,609 34,439                       -   34,439 

6.4  Endowment Fund
This sum is provided by the first trustees on the trusts declared in the trust deed.

6.5 Unrestricted Fund 2022 2021
This fund is broken down as follows

Designated as Reserves 7,000               7,000                       

To be Allocated 10,617             9,648                       

Total 17,617 16,648                     

Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2022

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

6 Funds
6.1  Funds Held

Purpose and Restrictions

6.2 Movements of funds

6.3 Transfer of Funds
This represents transfer of funds from unrestricted to cover project expenditure

This fund pays for the education costs of the children that we sponsor in Cape Town. 

This fund covers extracurricular activities for our sponsored children, one-off 
education necessities such as uniforms and text books, and homework clubs. In 
2021, this also included materials for online study as well as food supplement for 
selected families due to the pandemic.
This fund covers the fees of our scholarship children who attend the Khethani School.

This funds supports grassroots refugee education projects in Greece and the Middle 
East.

This fund covers the educational costs of children we support in conjunction with 
Zisize Education Trust.

This fund is to support the education of children at Misty Meadows in KwaZulu-Natal.

This fund is to support the tertiary education of Zoe Trust children.
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I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2022,
which are set out on pages 1 to 6.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  
The charity’s  trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act; 
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and 
to state whether any particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report
is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention: which gives me cause to 
believe that in any material respect:

* accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act or
* the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be 
drawn in order to enable to a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Carrie Sewell

Address Mercury Hub, Linden Road, Clevedon, England, BS21 7SN

Dated 12-10-2023

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Trustees of Zoe Sarojini Education Trust
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by them.

Signed:

Emily Young
Chair of the Trustees
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1. Reference and Administrative Details
a) Name of the Charity: Zoe Sarojini Education Trust

b) Charity registration number: 1135609

c) Address: 88 Hamilton Road, Reading RG1 5RD

d) Trustees:

Dorothy Schwarz (since February 2010)
Tanya Murphy (since February 2010)
Laura Burch Schwarz (since September 2011)
Emily Young (formerly Hogge) (since September 2011) - Chair

2. Structure Governance and management

a. Nature of the governing document

We have a Trust Deed, dated the 1st February 2010.

b. Recruitment of trustees

Trustees are recruited because of their interest in the work and mission of the charity and
their specific skills.

c. Training of trustees

Trustees are invited to read the relevant documents pertaining to the role of trustees that
the Charity Commission publishes. They are also inducted in the operations and
requirements of the charity.

d. Organisational structure

Decisions are taken by consensus by the trustees. Strategic decisions are made during
meetings (face to face or over Skype) and operational decisions are taken by sub-groups
of trustees during phone conversations and conference calls.

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2022
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3. Financial Review
The year 2022 has been another successful year for the Trust. We raised £ 46,682 and
donated £ 34,642 . Our costs for the year were £ 104 for paypal fees.

The Table below shows how our money was spent:

Fund names

Fund balances
1st January

2022
Incoming
resources

Outgoing
resources

Fund
balances

31st
December

2022

transfer
from

unrestrict
ed funds

Adjusted
balances
31st Dec
2022

£ £ £ £ £ £
Khethani 10,315 7,777 -18,116 -24 24 -
Zisize 240 240 0 480 480
Enrichment 911 3,206 -2,543 1,574 1,574
Cape Town 8,952 6,290 -6,002 9,240 9,240
Refugee Fund 100 100 -100 -
Misty
Meadows 1,448 7,075 -10,844 -2,321 2,321 -
University
Fund 3,688 840 4,528 4,528
Total
Restricted 25,653 25,428 -37,505 13,577 2,245 15,822
Endowment 1,000 1,000 1,000

Unrestricted 16,647 3,319 -104 19,862 -2,245 17,617

Total Funds 43,300 28,747 -37,609 34,439 - 34,439

Our reserves of £7,000 represent approx. 20 % of our regular outgoings. Please see our
Financial Accounts, available on the Charity Commission’s website for further details of the
Trust’s finances in 2022.

Unrestricted Fund and policy on Reserves

This fund is broken down as follows:

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2022
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Designated as reserves: £ 7,000

Available for spending during 2022: £ 10,683

Total: £ 17,683

The Trust holds a reserve of £ 7,000. This sum is equivalent to approx 20% of our regular
outgoings. It aims to cover sponsorship for our children should donors unexpectedly quit at
short notice while new sponsors are found.

4. Public benefit Statement

The trustees have complied with the duty in section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to have
due regard to public benefit guidance published by the Commission.

We benefit the public through our objective of promoting the education of children in South
Africa and elsewhere. Specifically, we support children to attend quality schools and fund
the associated costs as required, such as school fees, uniforms, stationery and transport
to school. We also enhance the education of the children we sponsor by ensuring as far as
possible adequate living conditions for them.

5. Objectives and activities
a. Charity Objectives (governing document)

The Objectives of our charity, as set out in the Governing Document are:

For the public benefit to promote the education of people under the age of 30 years
worldwide in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, including by:

1. Awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants tenable at
any school, university, college or institution of education;

2. Providing their education (including the study of music or other arts), to undertake travel
in furtherance of that education or to prepare for entry to any occupation, trade or
profession on leaving any educational establishment.

b. Charity Aims

The Zoë Sarojini Education Trust’s purpose is to help children, particularly girls, living in
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poverty to go to school. The Trust was set up in memory of Zoë Sarojini Schwarz, a loved
and loving young woman who suffered from bipolar depression and took her own life in
August 2000. 

Overall Aim One: Support the education of individual children in need

The Trust enables donors, singly or in small groups, to fund the education of individual
youngsters.  We work through trusted and experienced volunteers in the Cape Town and
Kwazulu-Natal regions of South Africa who help us select the most suitable youngsters to
be funded, channel the funds directly to the relevant schools and colleges, and act as
mentors to the youngsters.  The children and young people we help are chosen according
to local need and opportunity, with no preconceived criteria.

In addition to covering school fees, the Trust aims to ensure its sponsored children have
their basic needs for shelter and food met.

The Trust also aims to fund enrichment extra-curricular activities for its sponsored children.

Finally, the Trust aims to facilitate communication between children and sponsors. If
sponsors wish to, they and their families can maintain on-going personal contact with the
young people they are sponsoring in order to encourage them, monitor their progress,
mentor them and form long-term relationships.

Overall Aim Two: Support and strengthen innovative education models

The Zoe Sarojini Education Trust aims to work closely with a small number of education
partners that it deems provide powerful innovative education models to enable quality
education for disadvantaged young people.

6. Achievement and performance

2022 was another successful year for the trust. We continued to support our children and
partner schools and projects successfully with positive outcomes. Our sponsors remained
supportive and despite a difficult financial time for the world we have maintained and even
gained support.

We set out below our achievements in 2022 against the aims stated above.

Aim 1: Support the education of individual children in need

1. Supporting children to go to good schools

In 2022, we supported 15 individual children and young adults to go to quality schools/
universities in South Africa. The children range in age from 10 to 23.

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2022
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Ingwavuma, Kwazulu Natal

Two children went to Khethani Christian School in Ingwavuma, in Kwazulu Natal. They
were selected by a local charity Zisize (see www.zisize.org). One child attended a private
school in a nearby town. Four children attended Richards Bay Christian School staying in
a hostel with other children from Ingwavuma. One young woman attended the University of
Pretoria where she studied Education.

Eight of these children are children whose parents cannot afford school fees due to a lack
of work or poorly paid work. Three live in the Zisize-run orphanage.

Three children are adopted children of Michelle and Neil Coetzee, who have set up the
Umndeni Wabantwana children’s home for their twelve adopted children.

Cape Town

Four children went to school in Cape Town. These children live in Cape Town townships.
Their families are hard-working but cannot afford the school fees of schools that provide a
vastly superior education to the township education they received previously.

Howick, Kwazulu Natal

This year we continued to support three children at Misty Meadows School, Howick. We
also took on one extra child. These children come from loving and hard-working families
however they cannot afford to send their children to Misty Meadows. They live either on
the farm or in the local township.

2. Ensure basic needs in shelter and food are met

The Zisize-run orphanage which the Zoe Trust helped to build remains a loving and caring
home for 18 children including three Zoe Trust children. The home provides food and
shelter as well as emotional and educational support. We were also able to support the
two children who attended Richards Bay Christian School with uniform, textbook, electrical
and boarding costs.

3. Contributing to the enrichment of our children’s education

The money for enrichment is raised through monthly donations and one-off fundraising
events throughout the year. The money is spent on projects that are put forward to the
trust by our mentors in South Africa who work alongside our children.

This extra level of care is what makes the Zoe Trust unique as it allows us to provide all
round care for our children giving them the best possible chance to succeed.

We have continued to provide stationery, transport, uniforms and textbooks for our
children. This takes the pressure off parents who are struggling to feed their children. It
also allows us to make sure that they have what they need to be successful at school.

​This year we have also continued to support a workshop space at Misty Meadows. The
aim of the space is to provide the children with practical experience in woodwork,

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2022
7



electrical engineering and elements of mechanical engineering.

We have also paid for trips and outings so that our children can have their enrichment
opportunities in line with their peers.

4. Enabling access to the internet and IT learning
This year we continued to support computer programmes at Misty Meadows providing
continued internet access.

5. Communication between sponsors and children

Child sponsor correspondence has continued in 2022. Several sponsors and children
wrote to each other this year whether via text, voice notes, photos or email. In addition, we
received termly updates from our children via our mentors. As trustees, we are in constant
communication with our mentors which allows us to keep up to date with our children’s
progress and react to emergencies as and when they arise.

Our children love this communication and it allows them to feel connected and
accountable.

AIM 2 : Support and strengthen innovative education models

The trust worked with two carefully-vetted and trusted education providers, providing both
tangible funding and capacity building as required.

Misty Meadows School (South Africa)

We are now in our eighth year of partnership with Misty Meadows School.

Although we were unable to visit Misty Meadows this year due to the continued disruption
to travel due to the covid pandemic, we have maintained constant communication with
Cassie, the head teacher of the school, so that we can support her with her continued
work.

We continued to receive support from a 2-year funding application to Their World, who
awarded the Trust £7,500 per year to pay for an additional teacher at Misty Meadows. We
are grateful for this invaluable support.

Khethani School (South Africa)

We are in our fourteenth year of partnership with Khethani Christian School.

Although we were unable to visit Khethani this year due to the continued disruption to
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travel caused by the covid pandemic, we have maintained constant communication with
Sylvia, the head teacher of the school, so that we can support her with her continued work.

7. Raising Funds in 2022

Regular donors

In 2022, we maintained regular contact with our 65 regular donors. We sent out regular
updates via email and updated Facebook, Twitter and our website. In addition, each
sponsor received updates on their child’s progress.

Our Facebook and twitter pages are updated with pictures and messages from trustees,
mentors, sponsors and our children directly. It has provided a fast and visual way for our
sponsors and children to connect.

One-off events and donations

This year we didn’t hold any one-off events.

8. Conclusion

2022 has been another successful year for the trust. We have supported a number of
children to transition to new secondary schools whilst also helping some to complete their
final matric exams and secure places at university. We have also worked closely with our
mentors to support our children through difficult times, making sure that they have the
guidance and backing they need to navigate school meetings and difficult decisions.

We have continued to strengthen our relationship with Misty Meadows, supporting the
school as a whole as well as taking on more individual children to sponsor. We look
forward to supporting them into 2023 as they launch their high school project.

We have also continued to strengthen our relationship with sponsors, working with them to
communicate with their children and help in encouraging and motivating them to work
hard. These strong relationships reap benefits for all involved.
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1. Reference and Administrative Details
a) Name of the Charity: Zoe Sarojini Education Trust

b) Charity registration number: 1135609

c) Address: 88 Hamilton Road, Reading RG1 5RD

d) Trustees:

Dorothy Schwarz (since February 2010)
Tanya Murphy (since February 2010)
Laura Burch Schwarz (since September 2011)
Emily Young (formerly Hogge) (since September 2011) - Chair

2. Structure Governance and management

a. Nature of the governing document

We have a Trust Deed, dated the 1st February 2010.

b. Recruitment of trustees

Trustees are recruited because of their interest in the work and mission of the charity and
their specific skills.

c. Training of trustees

Trustees are invited to read the relevant documents pertaining to the role of trustees that
the Charity Commission publishes. They are also inducted in the operations and
requirements of the charity.

d. Organisational structure

Decisions are taken by consensus by the trustees. Strategic decisions are made during
meetings (face to face or over Skype) and operational decisions are taken by sub-groups
of trustees during phone conversations and conference calls.
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3. Financial Review
The year 2021 has been another successful year for the Trust. We raised £  46,682  and
donated £  34,642 . Our costs for the year were £ 107 for paypal fees.

The Table below shows how our money was spent:

Fund names
Fund balances 1st

January 2021
Incoming
resources

Outgoing
resources

Fund balances
31st December

2021
£ £ £ £

Khethani 12,776 11,416 -13,877 10,315
Zisize - 240 0 240
Enrichment - 3,519 -2,608 911
Cape Town 5,193 7,551 -3,792 8,952
Refugee Fund - 600 -500 100
Misty Meadows - 15,419 -13,972 1,447
University Fund 2,848 840 0 3,688
Total Restricted 20,817 39,585 -34,749 25,653
Endowment 1,000 - - 1,000

Unrestricted 9,550 7,097 16,647

Total Funds 31,367 46,682 -34,749 43,300

We donated £13,877 for the education of 8 children who go to Khethani School in
Ingwavuma, including school fees, uniforms and extra-curricular activities.

We donated £2,608 to the Umndeni Wabantwana children’s home for specialised
education of our 4 sponsored children, including music lessons, and for assistance
towards the general education of the 8 other children there.

We donated £3,792 for the education, transport, stationery, uniforms and textbooks for 4
children in Cape Town.

We donated £500 for the support of the creation of a Spanish language learning app for
Arabic speakers, designed for asylum seekers.

We donated £13,972 for Misty Meadows School, Howick and for the educational costs of 3
children there, ongoing costs of the computer centre and maker space, as well as the
costs of a teacher.

Our reserves of £7,000 represent approx. 20 % of our regular outgoings. Please see our
Financial Accounts, available on the Charity Commission’s website for further details of the
Trust’s finances in 2021.
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Unrestricted Fund and policy on Reserves

This fund is broken down as follows:

Designated as reserves: £ 7,000

Available for spending during 2021: £ 9,648

Total: £ 16,648

The Trust holds a reserve of £ 7,000. This sum is equivalent to approx 20% of our regular
outgoings. It aims to cover sponsorship for our children should donors unexpectedly quit at
short notice while new sponsors are found.

4. Public benefit Statement

The trustees have complied with the duty in section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to have
due regard to public benefit guidance published by the Commission.

We benefit the public through our objective of promoting the education of children in South
Africa and elsewhere. Specifically, we support children to attend quality schools and fund
the associated costs as required, such as school fees, uniforms, stationery and transport
to school. We also enhance the education of the children we sponsor by ensuring as far as
possible adequate living conditions for them.

5. Objectives and activities
a. Charity Objectives (governing document)

The Objectives of our charity, as set out in the Governing Document are:

For the public benefit to promote the education of people under the age of 30 years
worldwide in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, including by:

1. Awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants tenable at
any school, university, college or institution of education;

2. Providing their education (including the study of music or other arts), to undertake travel
in furtherance of that education or to prepare for entry to any occupation, trade or
profession on leaving any educational establishment.
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b. Charity Aims

The Zoë Sarojini Education Trust’s purpose is to help children, particularly girls, living in
poverty to go to school. The Trust was set up in memory of Zoë Sarojini Schwarz, a loved
and loving young woman who suffered from bipolar depression and took her own life in
August 2000. 

Overall Aim One: Support the education of individual children in need

The Trust enables donors, singly or in small groups, to fund the education of individual
youngsters.  We work through trusted and experienced volunteers in the Cape Town and
Kwazulu-Natal regions of South Africa who help us select the most suitable youngsters to
be funded, channel the funds directly to the relevant schools and colleges, and act as
mentors to the youngsters.  The children and young people we help are chosen according
to local need and opportunity, with no preconceived criteria.

In addition to covering school fees, the Trust aims to ensure its sponsored children have
their basic needs for shelter and food met.

The Trust also aims to fund enrichment extra-curricular activities for its sponsored children.

Finally, the Trust aims to facilitate communication between children and sponsors. If
sponsors wish to, they and their families can maintain on-going personal contact with the
young people they are sponsoring in order to encourage them, monitor their progress,
mentor them and form long-term relationships.

Overall Aim Two: Support and strengthen innovative education models

The Zoe Sarojini Education Trust aims to work closely with a small number of education
partners that it deems provide powerful innovative education models to enable quality
education for disadvantaged young people.

6. Achievement and performance

2021 was another successful year for the trust. We continued to support our children and
partner schools and projects successfully with positive outcomes. Our sponsors remained
supportive through the uncertainty of Covid and despite a difficult financial time for the
world we have maintained and even gained support.

We set out below our achievements in 2021 against the aims stated above.

Aim 1: Support the education of individual children in need

1. Supporting children to go to good schools
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In 2021, we supported 20 individual children and young adults to go to quality schools/
universities in South Africa. The children range in age from 11 to 23.

Ingwavuma, Kwazulu Natal

Four children went to Khethani Christian School in Ingwavuma, in Kwazulu Natal. They
were selected by a local charity Zisize (see www.zisize.org). Three children attended
Richards Bay Christian School staying in a hostel with other children from Ingwavuma.
One young woman attended the University of Pretoria where she studied Education.

Eight of these children are children whose parents cannot afford school fees due to a lack
of work or poorly paid work. Three live in the Zisize-run orphanage.

Three children are adopted children of Michelle and Neil Coetzee, who have set up the
Umndeni Wabantwana children’s home for their twelve adopted children.

Cape Town

Four children went to school in Cape Town. These children live in Cape Town townships.
Their families are hard-working but cannot afford the school fees of schools that provide a
vastly superior education to the township education they received previously.

Howick, Kwazulu Natal

This year we continued to support three children at Misty Meadows School, Howick. These
children come from loving and hard-working families however they cannot afford to send
their children to Misty Meadows. They live either on the farm or in the local township.

2. Ensure basic needs in shelter and food are met

The Zisize-run orphanage which the Zoe Trust helped to build remains a loving and caring
home for 18 children including three Zoe Trust children. The home provides food and
shelter as well as emotional and educational support. We were also able to support the
child who attended Richards Bay Christian School with uniform, textbook, electrical and
boarding costs.

3. Contributing to the enrichment of our children’s education

The money for enrichment is raised through monthly donations and one-off fundraising
events throughout the year. The money is spent on projects that are put forward to the
trust by our mentors in South Africa who work alongside our children.

This extra level of care is what makes the Zoe Trust unique as it allows us to provide all
round care for our children giving them the best possible chance to succeed.

We have continued to provide stationery, transport, uniforms and textbooks for our
children. This takes the pressure off parents who are struggling to feed their children. It

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2021
7



also allows us to make sure that they have what they need to be successful at school.

​This year we have also continued to support a workshop space at Misty Meadows. The
aim of the space is to provide the children with practical experience in woodwork,
electrical engineering and elements of mechanical engineering.

In addition, this year we have paid for our three children at Misty Meadows to access
extra curricular activities including taekwondo and gymnastics. These opportunities allow
them to develop key skills such as resilience and determination as well as giving them a
chance to explore skills that they have away from the classroom.

4. Enabling access to the internet and IT learning
This year we continued to support computer programmes at Misty Meadows providing
continued internet access and we provided 5 new laptops to Misty Meadows, thanks to an
in-kind donation from Hewlett Packard South Africa.

5.  Communication between sponsors and children

Child sponsor correspondence has continued in 2021. Several sponsors and children
wrote to each other this year whether via text, voice notes, photos or email. In addition, we
received termly updates from our children via our mentors. As trustees, we are in constant
communication with our mentors which allows us to keep up to date with our children’s
progress and react to emergencies as and when they arise.

Our children love this communication and it allows them to feel connected and
accountable.

AIM 2 : Support and strengthen innovative education models

The trust works with three carefully-vetted and trusted education providers, providing both
tangible funding and capacity building as required.

Action for Education (Greece)

The Zoe Trust works with UK-registered NGO Action for Education to strengthen its
capacity to support the education needs of asylum seeker young people in Greece.

This year, we helped launch a new language learning app, ¡Ojalá! For refugees to learn
Spanish more effectively.

Misty Meadows School (South Africa)

We are now in our seventh year of partnership with Misty Meadows School.

Zoe Sarojini Education Trust Annual Report 2021
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Although we were unable to visit Misty Meadows this year due to the continued disruption
to travel due to the covid pandemic, we have maintained constant communication with
Cassie, the head teacher of the school, so that we can support her with her continued
work.

We were also successful in a 2-year funding application to Their World, who awarded the
Trust £7,500 per year to pay for an additional teacher at Misty Meadows. We are grateful
for this invaluable support.

Khethani School (South Africa)

We are in our thirteenth year of partnership with Khethani Christian School.

Although we were unable to visit Khethani this year due to the continued disruption to
travel caused by the covid pandemic, we have maintained constant communication with
Sylvia, the head teacher of the school, so that we can support her with her continued work.

7. Raising Funds in 2021

Regular donors

In 2021, we maintained regular contact with our 71 regular donors. We sent out regular
updates via email and updated Facebook, Twitter and our website. In addition, each
sponsor received updates on their child’s progress.

Our Facebook and twitter pages are updated with pictures and messages from trustees,
mentors, sponsors and our children directly. It has provided a fast and visual way for our
sponsors and children to connect.

One-off events and donations

Beside our regular donations, one-off events and individual donations helped us to fund
extra school related costs. A regular donor, Isabella Phoenix, held a pottery sale to benefit
the Zoe Trust.
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8. Conclusion

2021 has been an interesting year for the trust as we have come out of the Covid
pandemic and the world has opened up. With the world in a difficult financial position, we
have spent time consolidating what we have and making sure that our communication with
our sponsors remains strong. It has been amazing to see our Zoe Trust family draw closer
together and despite everything our sponsors have remained committed.

It was also a year of transition as a number of our children finished one school and moved,
at times across districts, to new schools. Supporting them and our mentors in these
transitional times has been important. We are delighted to see them flourishing in their
new environments and our partnerships with these new institutions growing.

We look forward to 2022 with more flexibility, travel and certainty as we move away from
lock downs and periods of isolation. We hope that it is a year where a number of our
children will see great success in their exams and have the opportunity to explore the
world again through residentials and extra curricular activities.
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Notes
Unrestricted 

Funds
Restricted 

Funds
Endowment 

Funds 2021 2020

£ £ £ £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary Income 7,097              39,585       -                46,682       43,608       
TOTAL 7,097              39,585       -                46,682       43,608       

RESOURCES EXPENSED
Charitable Activities -                  34,642       -                34,642       38,423       
Costs of Generating Voluntary Income 3 107            -                107            1,201         
Governance 4 -             -                -             85              
TOTAL -                  34,749       -                34,749       39,709       

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 7,097              4,836         -                11,933       3,899         
BALANCES B/FWD 1 JANUARY 9,551              20,816       1,000            31,367       27,468       
BALANCES C/FWD 31 DECEMBER 6.2 16,648            25,652       1,000            43,300       31,367       

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2021

Notes Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds
Endowment 

Funds Total 2021
TOTAL 
2020

£ £ £ £
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank 16,648              25,652             1,000          43,300      31,367      

FUNDS OF THE CHARITY 6
Unrestricted 16,648              -                   -              16,648      9,551        
Restricted -                    25,652             -              25,652      20,816      
Endowment -                    -                   1,000          1,000        1,000        
TOTAL FUNDS 16,648              25,652             1,000          43,300      31,367      

Approved by the Trustees on            31 October 2022                               and signed on its behalf by 

Emily Young, Chair of the Trust

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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Charity Number 1135609

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis.

2.1 Incoming resources
Donations are recognised when received. Gift Aid refunds are recognised on receipt from the tax office.

2.2 Resources expended
Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding or 
constructive obligation on the Trust. All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is incurred and is
accounted for gross.

2.3 Funds
Endowment Fund is a fund, the capital of which must be maintained.

Restricted Funds represent grants and donations received for a specific object of the Trust. The funds may 
only be expended on the specific object for which they were given. Any balance remaining unspent at the 
end of each year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund. 

Unrestricted Fund is a general fund which can be used for Trust ordinary purposes.

2021 2020

3. Cost of Generating Voluntary Income
Fund raising event*/Paypal charges for on-line payments £107 £1,201

*2020 was a special year with an event was arranged to raise funds

4. Governance
Independent examiner's fees £0 £85

£0 £85

Number of trustees who were paid fees none none none

none none none

continued...........

1.1 Basis of accounting

1.2 Change in basis of accounting

5.1 Trustee fees

5.2 Trustee expenses

There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) 
since last year.

1.3 Changes to previous accounts 
No changes have been made to the accounts for the previous year .

2. Accounting policies

Gift aid for 2021 will be requested on total donations of £ 19,887

5 Details of certain items of expenditure

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

Note 1      Basis of preparation
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Fund Name

Cape Town   

Enrichment

Khethani

Refugee Fund

Zisize

Misty Meadows

University Funds

Fund names
Fund balances 1st 

January 2021 Incoming resources
Outgoing 
resources 

Fund balances 31st 
December 2021

£ £ £ £
Khethani                               12,776 11,416 -13,877                        10,315 
Zisize                                      -   240 0                             240 
Enrichment                                      -   3,519 -2,608                             911 
Cape Town                                 5,193 7,551 -3,792                          8,952 
Refugee Fund                                      -   600 -500                             100 
Misty Meadows                                      -   15,419 -13,972                          1,448 
University Fund                                 2,848 840 0                          3,688 
Total Restricted                               20,817                         39,585 -34,749                        25,653 
Endowment                                 1,000                                -                          -                            1,000 
Unrestricted                                 9,550 7,097                        16,647 
Total Funds                               31,367                         46,682 -34,749                        43,300 

6.4  Endowment Fund
This sum is provided by the first trustees on the trusts declared in the trust deed.

6.5 Unrestricted Fund 2021 2020
This fund is broken down as follows

Designated as Reserves 7,000               7,000                       

To be Allocated 9,647               2,550                       

Total 16,647 9,550                       

6.3 Transfer of Funds
This represents transfer of funds from unrestricted to cover project expenditure

This fund pays for the education costs of the children that we sponsor in Cape Town. 

This fund covers extracurricular activities for our sponsored children, one-off education 
necessities such as uniforms and text books, and homework clubs. In 2021, this also included 
materials for online study as well as food supplement for selected families due to the 
pandemic.
This fund covers the fees of our scholarship children who attend the Khethani School.

This funds supports grassroots refugee education projects in Greece and the Middle East.

This fund covers the educational costs of children we support in conjunction with Zisize 
Education Trust.

This fund is to support the education of children at Misty Meadows in KwaZulu-Natal.

This fund is to support the tertiary education of Zoe Trust children.

6.1  Funds Held
Purpose and Restrictions

6.2 Movements of funds

Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

6 Funds
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I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2021,
which are set out on pages 1 to 6.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  
The charity’s  trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act; 
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and 
to state whether any particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report
is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention: which gives me cause to 
believe that in any material respect:

* accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act or
* the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be 
drawn in order to enable to a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Carrie Sewell

Address Henleaze House Henbury Road Bristol BS9 4PN

Dated 25 November 2022

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Trustees of Zoe Sarojini Education Trust
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1. Reference and Administrative Details 
 
a) Name of the Charity:  Zoe Sarojini Education Trust 
 
b) Charity registration number:  1135609 
 
c) Address:  88 Hamilton Road, Reading RG1 5RD 
 
d) Trustees: 
 
Dorothy Schwarz (since February 2010) 
Tanya Murphy (since February 2010) 
Laura Burch Schwarz (since September 2011) 
Emily Young (formerly Hogge) (since September 2011) - Chair 

2. Structure Governance and management 
 

a. Nature of the governing document 

We have a Trust Deed, dated the 1st February 2010.  
 

b. Recruitment of trustees 

Trustees are recruited because of their interest in the work and mission of the charity 
and their specific skills.  
 

c. Training of trustees 

Trustees are invited to read the relevant documents pertaining to the role of trustees 
that the Charity Commission publishes. They are also inducted in the operations and 
requirements of the charity. 
 

d. Organisational structure 

Decisions are taken by consensus by the trustees. Strategic decisions are made 
during meetings (face to face or over Skype) and operational decisions are taken by 
sub-groups of trustees during phone conversations and conference calls. 
 

3. Financial Review 
 
The year 2020 has been another successful year for the Trust. We raised £ 43,608  
and donated £ 38,423. Our costs for the year were £ 1,286 for governance and 
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expenses incurred for a fundraising event. 
 
The Table below shows how our money was spent: 
 

Fund name Balances 1 
Jan 2020 (£) 

Incoming 
resources 
(£) 

Outgoing 
resources 
(£) 

Transfers 
btw funds 
(£) 

Balances 31 
Dec 2020 (£) 

Khethani                           
 9,473 

                  
 13,973 -         10,670 

                          
 -   

                         
 12,776 

Zisize                                  
 -   

                        
 240 

-             
 825 

                       
 585 

                                   
 -   

Enrichment                               
 487 

                    
 3,389 

-          
 5,312 

                   
 1,436 

                                    
 0 

Cape Town                               
 201 

                    
 7,696 

-          
 2,705 

                          
 -   

                            
 5,193 

Refugee 
Fund 

                              
 389 

                    
 3,024 

-          
 3,944 

                       
 531 

-                                  
 0 

Misty 
Meadows 

                                 
 -   

                  
 13,323 -         14,967 

                          
 1,644  

                                   
 -   

University 
Fund 

                          
 2,168 

                        
 680 

            
 -   

                          
 -   

                            
 2,848 

Total 
Restricted 

                        
 12,718 

                  
 42,325 -38,423 

                   
 4,196 

                         
 20,816 

Endowment                           
 1,000 

                           
 -   

                  
 -   

                          
 -   

                            
 1,000 

Unrestricted 
funds 

                        
 13,750 

                    
 1,283 

-          
 1,286 

-                  
 4,196 

                         
 9,551 

Total funds 
                        

 27,468 
                  

 43,608 -39,709 0 
                         

 31,367 

 

We donated £10,670  for the education of 8 children who go to Khethani School in 
Ingwavuma, including school fees, uniforms and extra-curricular activities.  

We donated £825  for the 3 orphanage children’s education we support through 
Zisize Education Trust. 
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We donated £5,312 to the Umndeni Wabantwana children’s home for specialised 
education of our 4 sponsored children, including music lessons, and for assistance 
towards the general education of the 8 other children there.  

We donated £2,705 for the education, transport, stationery, uniforms and textbooks 
for 4 children in Cape Town.  

We donated £3,944 for the establishment of a resource centre for young people who 
are asylum seekers in Chios, Greece.  

We donated £14,967 for Misty Meadows School, Howick and for the educational 
costs of 3 children there, ongoing costs of the computer centre and maker space, as 
well as the costs of a teacher.  

Our reserves of £7,000 represent approx. 20 % of our regular outgoings. 

Please see our Financial Accounts, available on the Charity Commission’s website 
for further details of the Trust’s finances in 2020. 

Unrestricted Fund and policy on Reserves 
 

This fund is broken down as follows: 

Designated as reserves:    £ 7,000 

Available for spending during 2020:  £ 2,551 

Total:      £ 9,551 

The Trust holds a reserve of £ 7,000. This sum is equivalent to approx 20% of our 
regular outgoings. It aims to cover sponsorship for our children should donors 
unexpectedly quit at short notice while new sponsors are found. 

4. Public benefit Statement 
 

The trustees have complied with the duty in section 17 of the Charities Act 2011 to 
have due regard to public benefit guidance published by the Commission.  

We benefit the public through our objective of promoting the education of children in 
South Africa and elsewhere. Specifically, we support children to attend quality 
schools and fund the associated costs as required, such as school fees, uniforms, 
stationery and transport to school. We also enhance the education of the children we 
sponsor by ensuring as far as possible adequate living conditions for them.  

5. Objectives and activities 
a. Charity Objectives (governing document) 
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The Objectives of our charity, as set out in the Governing Document are:  

For the public benefit to promote the education of people under the age of 30 years 
worldwide in such ways as the charity trustees think fit, including by: 

 
1. Awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants 
tenable at any school, university, college or institution of education;   

 
2. Providing their education (including the study of music or other arts), to undertake 
travel in furtherance of that education or to prepare for entry to any occupation, trade 
or profession on leaving any educational establishment. 

 

b. Charity Aims 
 

The Zoë Sarojini Education Trust’s purpose is to help children, particularly girls, 
living in poverty to go to school. The Trust was set up in memory of Zoë Sarojini 
Schwarz, a loved and loving young woman who suffered from bipolar depression 
and took her own life in August 2000.  

 
Overall Aim One: Support the education of individual children in need 

The Trust enables donors, singly or in small groups, to fund the education of 
individual youngsters.  We work through trusted and experienced volunteers in the 
Cape Town and Kwazulu-Natal regions of South Africa who help us select the most 
suitable youngsters to be funded, channel the funds directly to the relevant schools 
and colleges, and act as mentors to the youngsters.  The children and young people 
we help are chosen according to local need and opportunity, with no preconceived 
criteria. 

In addition to covering school fees, the Trust aims to ensure its sponsored children 
have their basic needs for shelter and food met. 

The Trust also aims to fund enrichment extra-curricular activities for its sponsored 
children.  

Finally, the Trust aims to facilitate communication between children and sponsors. If 
sponsors wish to, they and their families can maintain on-going personal contact with 
the young people they are sponsoring in order to encourage them, monitor their 
progress, mentor them and form long-term relationships. 

Overall Aim Two: Support and strengthen innovative education models 

The Zoe Sarojini Education Trust aims to work closely with a small number of 
education partners that it deems provide powerful innovative education models to 
enable quality education for disadvantaged young people.  
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6. Achievement and performance 
 

Our tenth year has passed, our donors have remained loyal and steadfast, and the 
stories and progress reports streaming into the Trust are extremely pleasing. Our 
aims, to give our individual children the chance to a good education and thus a 
brighter future and continue to support our educational partners are well and truly on 
track. 

 We set out below our achievements in 2020 against the aims stated above. 

 

Aim 1: Support the education of individual children in need 

1. Supporting children to go to good schools 
 

In 2020, we supported 21 individual children to go to quality schools/ universities in 
South Africa. The children range in age from 10 to 22.  

Ingwavuma, Kwazulu Natal 

Five children went to Khethani Christian School in Ingwavuma, in Kwazulu Natal. 
They were selected by a local charity Zisize (see www.zisize.org). Two children went 
to a local high school, their pastoral and extra educational needs were supported by 
Khethani Christian School. Two children attended Richards Bay Christian School 
staying in a hostel with other children from Ingwavuma. One child attended the 
University of Pretoria where she studied Education.  

Eight of these children are local children whose parents cannot afford school fees 
due to a lack of work or poorly paid work. Three live in the Zisize-run orphanage.  

Four children are adopted children of Michelle and Neil Coetzee, who have set up 
the Umndeni Wabantwana children’s home for their twelve adopted children. These 
children were home schooled by Michelle Coetzee this year.  

Cape Town 

Four children went to school in Cape Town. These children live in Cape Town 
townships. Their families are hard-working but cannot afford the school fees of 
schools that provide a vastly superior education to the township education they 
received previously.  

Howick, Kwazulu Natal  

This year we continued to support three children at Misty Meadows School, Howick. 
These children come from loving and hard-working families however they cannot 
afford to send their children to Misty Meadows. They live either on the farm or in the 
local township.  

2. Ensure basic needs in shelter and food are met 
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The Zisize-run orphanage which the Zoe Trust helped to build remains a loving and 
caring home for 18 children including three Zoe Trust children. The home provides 
food and shelter as well as emotional and educational support.  

Our Enrichment fund enabled us to support the data costs for two of our children 
who live here during the covid pandemic.. We were also able to support the child 
who attended Richards Bay Christian School with uniform, textbook, electrical and 
boarding costs.  

3. Contributing to the enrichment of our children’s education  
 
The money for our Enrichment Fund is raised through monthly donations and one-off 
fundraising events throughout the year. The money is spent on projects that are put 
forward to the trust by our mentors in South Africa who work alongside our children. 

This extra level of care is what makes the Zoe Trust unique as it allows us to provide 
all round care for our children giving them the best possible chance to succeed.  

Besides providing stationery, transport, uniforms and textbooks for our children, we 
have managed to continue to pay for some of our children to attend extra maths and 
economics lessons at Khethani. This not only helps them improve their academic 
results but it provides them with a safe space to study and a supportive role model 
to guide them both educationally and pastorally.  

Our main enrichment cost this year has been the provision of data during the covid 
pandemic as well as food parcels and vouchers to support our children both in to 
stay safe and also in their education. All of our children have spent time away from 
school due to the pandemic and the data packages we have provided have allowed 
them to keep learning in line with their peers albeit that through a mobile phone or 
friend/community device.  

This year we have also used our Enrichment Fund (alongside funds raised through 
fundraising initiatives) to continue to support a workshop space at Misty Meadows. 
The aim of the space is to provide the children with practical experience in 
woodwork, electrical engineering and elements of mechanical engineering.  

In addition, this year we have paid for our three children at Misty Meadows to 
access extra curricular activities including taekwondo and gymnastics. These 
opportunities allow them to develop key skill such as resilience and determination as 
well as giving them a chance to explore skills that they have away from the 
classroom.  

4. Enabling access to the internet and IT learning 
This year we continued to support computer programmes at Misty Meadows 
providing continued internet access. We added to this by buying one of our families 
an ipad at the height of the covid crisis so that they could access the online learning 
being provided, keep in contact with teachers and continue to learn through online 
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books / websites and activities. We also continued to provide learning materials and 
links found and created by trustee Emily.  

5.  Communication between sponsors and children 

Child sponsor correspondence has continued in 2020. Several sponsors and 
children wrote to each other this year whether via text or email. In addition, we 
received termly updates from our children via our mentors. As trustees, we are in 
constant communication with our sponsors which allows us to keep up to date with 
our children’s progress and react to emergencies as and when they arise.  

Our mentors on the ground tell us that our children are overjoyed and greatly 
encouraged by this communication. Sponsors too give us extremely positive 
feedback. 

 

AIM 2 : Support and strengthen innovative education 
models 
 

The trust works with three carefully-vetted and trusted education providers, providing 
both tangible funding and capacity building as required.  

Action for Education (Greece) 
The Zoe Trust works with UK-registered NGO Action for Education to strengthen its 
capacity to support the education needs of asylum seeker young people in Greece.  

This year, we helped launch a co-working digital space for refugees on the island of 
Chios, Aegean by contributing for the purchase of second-hand computers and other 
essential materials.   

 

Misty Meadows School (South Africa) 
We are now in our sixth year of partnership with Misty Meadows School. 

Although we were unable to visit Misty Meadows this year due to the covid 
pandemic, we have maintained constant communication with Cassie, the head 
teacher of the school, so that we can support her with her continued work.  

We were also successful in a 2-year funding application to Their World, who 
awarded the Trust £7,500 per year to pay for an additional teacher at Misty 
Meadows.  

 

Khethani School (South Africa) 
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We are in our sixth year of partnership with Khethani Christian School.  

Although we were unable to visit Khethani this year due to the covid pandemic, we 
have maintained constant communication with Sylvia, the head teacher of the 
school, so that we can support her with her continued work.  

7. Raising Funds in 2020 
 

Regular donors 
 

In 2020, we maintained regular contact with our 71 regular donors. We sent out 
regular newsletters and updated Facebook, Twitter and our website. In addition, 
each sponsor received updates on their child’s progress.  

Our Facebook and twitter pages are updated with pictures and messages from 
trustees, mentors, sponsors and our children directly. It has provided a fast and 
visual way for our sponsors and children to connect.  

 

One-off events and donations 
 
Beside our regular donations, one-off events and individual donations helped us to 
fund extra school related costs. This year we held a Zoe Trust party in London to 
raise money for two of our children to attend Richards Bay Christian School. We 
raised over £4,000 at this event (on top of our expenses) which allowed us to cover 
their hostel, uniform, textbook and enrichment costs. We were also successful in a 
funding bid to Their World charity (£15,000 over 2 years) to pay for an additional 
teacher at Misty Meadows School.  
 

8. Conclusion   
 

This year has been a difficult one around the world and charities have found it hard 
as countries enter into recession and individuals around the world face loss and 
financial strain. As a trust, we have been incredibly fortunate that our sponsors have 
remained constant and committed. We are also very grateful that despite the 
pandemic affecting our children’s education all of our families in South Africa have 
remained safe.  

Unfortunately, we said goodbye to Hannah Webb as a trustee this year as she 
moved on to different projects. We will miss her and wish her well. This year we have 
continued to have virtually no administrative costs.  

We were very lucky to celebrate together as a Zoe Trust family in February 2020, 
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before the pandemic hit, when we held our second Zoe Trust party. This was well 
attended by current sponsors and new friends / family. It was brilliant to see 
everyone, to share our key messages and to raise over £4,000 for the trust.  

The combined effect of the Enrichment Fund and the communication from our 
sponsors is apparent. Through attention to detail we are able to provide our children 
with the love and support they need not just to do well at school but to thrive. Our 
children are developing into kind, successful and determined individuals. This is 
especially evidenced by our children’s success and continued determination to learn 
this year despite everything that has been thrown at them. We have been so 
impressed with how hard they have worked, how committed they have been to 
accessing learning and how well they have returned to school once they reopened. 
Our two children who moved to Richards Bay this year to attend Richards Bay 
Christian School are also testament to how well our children are doing as they have 
made the transition seamlessly, adapting to online learning, accessing emails and 
life at a big city private school confidently and successfully.  

Overall, 2020 has been a year of support and consolidation as we have attempted to 
keep all our children safe and in education throughout this pandemic which 
continues to impact our learners around the world. We are delighted that after a late 
start all our children are now back at school and able to receive the quality education 
they deserve. We will continue to monitor the situation throughout the year, 
responding as and when needed.  
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2020

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Notes
Unrestricted 

Funds
Restricted 

Funds
Endowment 

Funds 2020 2019

£ £ £ £ £
INCOMING RESOURCES
Voluntary Income 1,283              42,325       -                43,608       35,266       
TOTAL 1,283              42,325       -                43,608       35,266       

RESOURCES EXPENSED
Charitable Activities -                  38,423       -                38,423       36,891       
Costs of Generating Voluntary Income 3 1,201              -             -                1,201         119            
Governance 4 85                   -             -                85              100            
TOTAL 1,286              38,423       -                39,709       37,110       

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 3-                     3,902         -                3,899         1,844-         
BALANCES B/FWD 1 JANUARY 13,750            12,718       1,000            27,468       29,312       
Transfers between Funds 4,196-              4,196         -                -             -             
BALANCES C/FWD 31 DECEMBER 6.2 9,551              20,816       1,000            31,367       27,468       

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account
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Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES AT 31 DECEMBER 2020

Notes Unrestricted Funds Restricted Funds
Endowment 

Funds
TOTAL 
2020

TOTAL 
2019

£ £ £ £ £
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at bank 9,551           20,816        1,000          31,367      27,468       

FUNDS OF THE CHARITY 6
Unrestricted 9,551           -              -              9,551        13,750       
Restricted -               20,816        -              20,816      12,718       
Endowment -               -              1,000          1,000        1,000         
TOTAL FUNDS 9,551           20,816        1,000          31,367      27,468       

Approved by the Trustees on            xx Sept 2021                               and signed on its behalf by 

Emily Young, Chair of the Trust

The notes on pages 5 to 6 form part of this account

Tanya Murphy
22 October 2021

Tanya Murphy

Tanya Murphy
22 October 2021
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The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis.

2.1 Incoming resources
Donations are recognised when received. Gift Aid refunds are recognised on receipt from the tax office.

2.2 Resources expended
Grants and donations are accounted for when paid over, or when awarded, if that award creates a binding or 
constructive obligation on the Trust. All other expenditure is generally recognised when it is incurred and is
accounted for gross.

2.3 Funds
Endowment Fund is a fund, the capital of which must be maintained.

Restricted Funds represent grants and donations received for a specific object of the Trust. The funds may 
only be expended on the specific object for which they were given. Any balance remaining unspent at the 
end of each year must be carried forward as a balance on that fund. 

Unrestricted Fund is a general fund which can be used for Trust ordinary purposes.

2020 2019

3. Cost of Generating Voluntary Income
Fund raising event*/Paypal charges for on-line payments £1,201 £119

*2020 was a special year with an event was arranged to raise funds

4. Governance
Data protection fee £35
Independent examiner's fees £85 £65

£85 £100

Number of trustees who were paid fees none none

none none

continued...........

5 Details of certain items of expenditure

5.1 Trustee fees

5.2 Trustee expenses

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2020

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS

Note 1      Basis of preparation

1.1 Basis of accounting

1.2 Change in basis of accounting
There has been no change to the accounting policies (valuation rules and methods of accounting) 
since last year.

1.3 Changes to previous accounts 
No changes have been made to the accounts for the previous year .

2. Accounting policies

Gift aid for 2020 will be requested on total donations of £20,336.
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Fund Name

Cape Town   

Enrichment

Khethani

Refugee Fund

Zisize

Misty Meadows

University Funds

Fund names
Fund balances 1st 

January 2020
Incoming 

resources
Outgoing 

resources 
Transfer of Funds 

(note 6.3)
Fund balances 31st 

December 2020
£ £ £ £ £

Khethani                               9,473                       13,973 -            10,670 -                                                        12,776 
Zisize                                      -                               240 -                  825                            585                                        -   
Enrichment                                   487                         3,389 -              5,312                         1,436                                         0 
Cape Town (see note 
6.6)

                                  201                         7,696 -              2,705                                -                                   5,193 
Refugee Fund                                   389                         3,024 -              3,944                            531 -                                      0 
Misty Meadows                                      -                         13,323 -            14,967                         1,644                                        -   
University Fund                               2,168                             680                 -                                  -                                   2,848 
Total Restricted                             12,718                       42,325 -38,423                         4,196                              20,816 
Endowment                               1,000                                -                          -                                  -                                   1,000 
Unrestricted                             13,750                         1,283 -              1,286 -                      4,196                                 9,551 
Total Funds                             27,468                       43,608 -39,709 0                              31,367 

6.4  Endowment Fund
This sum is provided by the first trustees on the trusts declared in the trust deed.

6.5 Unrestricted Fund 2020 2019
This fund is broken down as follows

Designated as Reserves 7,000               7,000                       

To be Allocated 2,551               6,750                       

Total 9,551               13,750                     

This represents transfer of funds from unrestricted to cover project expenditure

This funds supports grassroots refugee education projects in Greece and the Middle East.

This fund covers the educational costs of children we support in conjunction with Zisize 
Education Trust.

This fund is to support the education of children at Misty Meadows in KwaZulu-Natal.

This fund is to support the tertiary education of Zoe Trust children.

6.2 Movements of funds

Purpose and Restrictions

This fund pays for the education costs of the children that we sponsor in Cape Town. 

This fund covers extracurricular activities for our sponsored children, one-off education 
necessities such as uniforms and text books, and homework clubs.

This fund covers the fees of our scholarship children who attend the Khethani School.

6.3 Transfer of Funds

6 Funds

6.1  Funds Held

Charity Number 1135609

ZOE SAROJINI EDUCATION TRUST

YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2020

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS
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I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2020,
which are set out on pages 1 to 6.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  
The charity’s  trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act; 
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and 
to state whether any particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the 
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such matters.
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report
is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention: which gives me cause to 
believe that in any material respect:

* accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act or
* the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should be 
drawn in order to enable to a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: Carrie Sewell

Address Henleaze House Henbury Road Bristol BS9 4PN

Dated 21st October 2021

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Trustees of Zoe Sarojini Education Trust
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