
Barton on Sea Methodist Church

Annual Report for the year ended 31st August 2025

1.   Administrative Information

1.1.   Barton on Sea Methodist Church is a registered charity (1135451)

1.2.   The Managing Trustees of the charity during the report year were:

Revd. A Pottage (Chair)
Mrs K Archibald
Mr R Betts
Mrs A Dean
Mr D Hancock*
Mrs W Hancock

Mr G Havers
Mrs M Havers
Miss S A Hewitt
Mr T Holden
Mr C Levett
Mr A Moir **

Mrs K Osmotherly
Mrs P Sullivan
Mr M Stopher
Miss E Ward
Mr Rob White

*Died during the year.  ** resigned during the year

                                                       

1.3.   The Custodian Trustees are The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, Central 
Buildings, Oldham Street, Manchester Ml lJQ.

1.4    The Church's bankers are CAF Bank Ltd,25 Kings Hill Avenue, Kings Hill West 
Malling and the Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church, 9 Bonhill Street, 
London EC2A4PE.

1.5.   The Church engages advisers for legal matters and property services as required.

2.    Structure and Governance 

2.1    Barton on Sea Methodist Church was founded in 1932 with the present church building 
being built in 1970/71. The ancillary premises have been added at varying times since 
the 1950's. The Church is part of the Christchurch and Wimborne Circuit. It is governed
by the Standing Orders of the Methodist Church as set out in the Constitution, Practice 
and Discipline of the Methodist Church (CPD).

2.2.    The Church Council has 16 members and meets three times a year. It appoints
  the Church Treasurer and members to the Finance and Property Committee

 and Pastoral Committee.  

2.3.    The Charities Acts require the Church Council, as managing trustees, to prepare 
financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the affairs
of the Church at the end of the financial year.

2.4.   The Church Treasurer is responsible, on behalf of the managing trustees, for 
maintaining proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at any 
time, the financial position of the Church and enable it to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Charities Act. 

2.5    The Stewards have met frequently with the Minister during the year. The   
          newly formed Leadership Team will be meeting regularly. 



.

2.6.    The Finance & Property Committee are delegated by the Church Council to cover these
areas of the church work.

2.7.   The managing trustees are responsible for ensuring that proper procedures are adopted 
for the safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults associated with the church 
activities. A Safeguarding Coordinator is appointed annually by the Church Council to 
administer checking procedures, training and to act as point of contact.

2.8.   The managing trustees are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Church and
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. The Property is overseen by members of the Property and Finance 
Committee.

2.9.   The following group is associated with the church but operate separate bank accounts 
that are subject to independent examination: Barton Pre-school,  The Pre-school closed 
at the end of the 2025 Summer term

2.9.   A General Church Meeting is normally held in April/May each year. The Meeting 
receives reports on the activities and achievements of the Church and affiliated activities
and appoints church stewards and representatives to the Church Council.

2.10. The Church had 3 employees, responsible for running the Pre-school at 
the end of the report year.

3.     Objectives and Activities
3.1,  Church Mission Statement

To know Christ and to make Him known
We exist to encourage and celebrate a loving relationship with 
God To that end we will endeavour to:

• make followers of Jesus Christ by sharing our faith, 
• be a good neighbour and share God's love,
• offer a warm welcome in a safe place,
• grow closer to God through Prayer, Bible Study and Worship,
• use our talents for God's purposes and
• challenge injustice

3.2   The Church’s Aims are:
• the provision of regular public acts of worship, events and

services open to all,
• to  provide  for  all  ages  a  sacred  space  for  prayer,

contemplation, and meeting for the furtherance of God's
work in Barton on Sea,

• local and international Christian outreach, teaching and
support,  pastoral  work  and  contact  with  local
community groups and care homes.

4    Achievements and Performance

4.1 The Church holds a public act of worship on Sundays at 10.30am. There 



is a small Music Group which frequently supports the congregational 
singing. 

4.2 The church distributes a weekly email to over 100 people. The email 
provides updates and information on church events and activities. Pastoral
visitors have kept in contact with many members of the congregation.

4.3 Regular activities include coffee mornings for members and the 
community, sessions of Bible Study and special services for groups within
the church. 

4.4 The following church group meets regularly: Barton Pre School, but 
closed at end of Summer term 2025

4.5 The Church is host to an Ecumenical Lunch Club held fortnightly, 
catering for up to 60/70 elderly people.   This was founded by the church 
in 1972 and was an initiative of the then minister Revd. David S James 
but is now run independently.

4.6 The premises are normally used regularly by local community groups 
including Pilates, and Line Dancing. 

4.7 The Church's Outreach includes the support of: Transform Trade, New 
Forest Basics Bank, Methodist Homes, Action for Children and Christian 
Aid.

4.8 The Church supported financially a number of charities and disaster 
appeals as listed in the accounts

4.9 The Church buildings are well maintained.  Major repairs have been 
carried out to the roof covering the lounge, vestry, and meeting room. 
Sufficient funds have been made available from the Marjorie Spence 
Bequest Fund to completely replace the felt and, the roof tiles as well, 
together with associated insulation work. 

4.10 Broadband/Wi-Fi has been installed in the church premises. 
 
4.11 Audio visual facilities are made available for use in worship as required.

4.12 From September 2025 A prayer meeting will meet before the bi-monthly 
Coffee Morning. Also 5 Wayfarers Bible study groups will meet 
fortnightly

5.    Financial review

5.1       At the 31st of August 2025, the cash and investments of the church totalled £134,293 (2024 -
£136,142) a decrease from the previous year of £1,849.  





 
















