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The charity is governed by an Approved Governing Document which states that the Church 
engages in a range of activities for the purpose of the advancement of the Christian faith 
according to the principles of the Baptist denomination. The Church may also advance 
education and carry out other charitable purposes in the United Kingdom and / or other parts
of the world.

Trustees 
Rev. Jane Robson    (Minister)
Mrs  Joyce Bleasby 
Mr Paul Chamberlain  (Designated Person for Safeguarding and

 Safeguarding Trustee from February)
Mrs Margaret Granger (Joint Treasurer)
Mrs Sheila Hallas   (Secretary)
Mr John Maguire
Miss Anne Moody  Safeguarding Trustee during January)
Mr Martin Stears Handscomb
Mrs Nickie Woodbridge (Joint Treasurer)

Motto Text Joshua 3 verse 5
Joshua told the people,“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things
among you.”
The year was a time for the congregation to consecrate themselves, individually and 
corporately, and to be receptive to God’s word in preparation for the changes to come in 
2026.
 
Aims
The Church’s primary aim is to worship God, make known his love, share the good news of 
the gospel and to care for all people and His creation.

Governance
The diaconate has met regularly to consider spiritual, practical and financial matters relating 
to church life. Church business meetings took place bi-monthly. All members of the 
congregation are encouraged to attend these meetings and many do but only those whose 
names appear on the church membership roll have authority to make decisions, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Membership
On January 1st there were 44 persons in membership at Tilehouse Street and 8 at Stondon 
Baptist Church.  During the course of the year four members died and three others left the 
area. In February, a lady was received into membership and on Easter Sunday, it was a joy 
to witness the baptism of another lady and to welcome her into membership. Stondon’s 
membership is unchanged, thus leaving a total of 47 at the year’s end.

Safeguarding
Following her appointment by the church meeting Anne Moody became the safeguarding 
trustee on January 1st. Unfortunately, she was unable to continue in the role and Paul 
Chamberlain temporarily assumed the position alongside his duties as Designated Person 
for Safeguarding. The November church meeting appointed John Maguire to become the 
safeguarding trustee from January 1st 2026. 
A Level 1 training video was shown to the congregation and in October Paul conducted a 
very helpful training session after a morning service. (The chocolates he provided were 
greatly enjoyed too.)



The safeguarding team has carried out an audit of its policies and procedures.

Worship and Bible Study
Rev. Jane has continued to lead the weekly services with enthusiasm, energy and 
imagination. During the early part of the year she took the word, ’consecrate’ as her theme 
for a series of sermons.  In the summer and early autumn, we watched and discussed 
Radical Roots, a series of videos looking at the lives of six influential Baptists of the past. 
The two Bible Study groups have continued to meet, periodically, sometimes linking their 
chosen subjects to the theme of the previous Sunday’s sermon.
At the times when the Minister was elsewhere on a Sunday, it was a pleasure to have others
leading the services, usually by old friends but also three new ones who had not previously 
preached at Tilehouse Street.
It was good to see the size of the congregation rising a little and to see the church full on 
occasions such as Easter Sunday and Remembrance Sunday. This was an opportunity for 
the Beavers, Cubs and Air Scouts who meet on the premises to parade their colours and 
share in the service. 

Pastoral Care 
Sadly, our very hard working and much loved pastoral care co-ordinator died in April. Since 
then a ‘buddy scheme’ has been set up, whereby every member of the fellowship has a 
buddy to keep an eye on him or her. Many members are also buddies to do the caring. 
Naturally, pastoral care is not confined to this system and much care, help and support is 
given by many to those in need. 

Outreach
Open Church continues to flourish. Its loyal supporters are not deterred by the heaviest of 
downpours and numbers are growing. It’s been a joy to regularly welcome a number of 
ladies who live in the nearby apartments.
Coffee mornings at the start of Lent, harvest time and Advent are well attended and raise 
money for good causes.
A new venture this year was to sign up for ‘Streets of Light’. The aim was to use Halloween 
to send a message of hope. Decorations showing Jesus as the light of the world were 
attached to the windows in the front doors and illuminated after dark. 
This innovation was so well received that the idea was repeated and decorations on the 
nativity theme were displayed throughout Advent and Christmas.

Charitable Donations
The church supports a number of charities, both Christian and secular. This year all the 
offerings given during the extra Christmas activities and services were donated to the 
Garden House Hospice in Letchworth. Other charities which the church supports prayerfully 
and financially  include Phase, Home Mission, BMS World Mission and Operation Agri.

Use of the Premises
Both the church building and the Memorial Halls are well used throughout the week. Three 
other churches meet for worship on Sundays.
The Pre-school and Nursery is open five days a week during term time. We were sorry to 
lose Hitchin School of Dance who had hired rooms in the Hall for very many years. A wide 
variety of other activities such as Pilates, drama classes, Tai Chi and more take place on the
site.

The Buildings
Work to repair the roof and resolve the problem of damp is still awaited. It is hoped that this 
work will be done in the spring of 2026.
A generous, anonymous donor paid for a new cooker to be installed.
The floor in the main hall was sanded, sealed and varnished.



On the advice of the Fire Service, improvements have been made to the fire safety 
precautions in the Halls and a video doorbell has been fitted for increased security.
At the onset of colder weather it was discovered that urgent repairs to the church boiler were
needed. These were done and comfort regained.

The Future
Much of this year has been devoted to planning and preparation for the pastoral vacancy 
which will arise when Rev. Jane retires in April 2026. I have alluded to Jane’s encouraging   
of us to consecrate ourselves, so that we would be alert to God’s leading. A Ministry Working
Group was set up to look into the varying styles of ministry available, investigate what is 
sustainable and right for Tilehouse Street. The group was grateful for help and advice from 
Rev. Mary Moody, one of the Central Baptist Association Regional Ministers.
On April 5th, we held a Church Day, facilitated by Kieran Murphy. This was an opportunity to 
listen, pray and discern God’s guidance. The outcome of the day can be summarised in 
three points:
Courage – to move forward in faith
Capacity – it may be limited, but use what we have well
Cultivating – building on what we have.
We face an unknown future, but we travel on together trusting in our Lord to lead us.

I would like to thank everyone who has played a part in the church’s life during the year. 
Thank you for your prayers and practical help, in whatever form that may have been. I 
especially want to thank Rev. Jane for her ten years of ministry, guidance, spiritual support 
and practical help. I wish her a long, happy and blessed retirement.

Sheila Hallas 
January 2026

Minister’s Reflection

As I look back over 2025 I am convinced that the church has been consecrating itself and is 
ready for the amazing things that God will do among them in 2026 and beyond. I have 
already seen signs of apprehension over the future and a grieving for what will be lost but in 
so many ways I see a church that has also been preparing itself for the new season.

The church secretary has, once more, clearly and succinctly given a snap shot of the 
church’s ministry and mission in 2025. What has not been mentioned is the number of extra 
meetings the diaconate have held in the latter part of the year. These meetings have sought 
to put structures in place for the immediate future and given thought to new ministry in order 
to draw together a profile for when the search for a new minister begins.

Signs, in my opinion, of a healthy church that is able to celebrate the successes of the past 
year while also looking ahead with hope and purpose to all that God has in store. It has  
been a privilege and a joy to lead this part of the body of Christ for the last ten years. In 
particular I want to recognise the team work, commitment and integrity of all those who have 
served as deacons in that time. To God be the glory.
























