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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the

WEST DURHAM CIRCUIT NO 13/12

Charity Number 1134893

Responsibilities and basis of report

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the West Durham Circuit for the year
ended 31 August 2023. As the Circuit’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).

| report in respect of my examination of the Circuit's accounts carried out under section 145 of the
Act and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent Examiner’s Statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed below*) which give me cause to believe
that in, any material respect:

the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

the accounts do not accord with the accounting records; or

the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content
of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair' view, which is not a matter considered as
part of an independent examination

the trustees’ annual report is not consistent with the accounts

| have no concemns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

| have not obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of

the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the
balance sheet date.

-

Signature of independent examiner uﬂ b a2t o O A RIS R S T B R N I
Name of independent examiner: Audrey Dinning

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner: Retired Sub Post Mistress
Address: 19 Lambton Drive, Bishop Auckland, Co Durham. DL14 6LG.

Date: 2™ February 2023
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Declarations and Scrutiny

| confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2023 have been prepared
from the records of the Circuit and that they include all funds under the control of the Circuit
meeting.

Signature of treasurer ........ 3 ‘f’:\k(b! U\%})!«'-s, Date 8th January 2024

Name and address of treasurer. Pamela Harper, 44 Mayfields, Spennymoor, Co Durham
DL16 6RW

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

| confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 were/will * be
presented to the Circuit meeting held on:Thursday 21% March 2024

Signature of the Chair of the meeting: U'M

..............................................................................

Name of the Chair of the meeting: Reverend Christopher Humble Date: 16" March 2024



West Durham Methodist Circuit
Receipts and Payments year ending 31* August 2023

Receipts

Assessments 167,902.00
Connexional Funds 1,380.00
TM.C.P 25,000.00
Seed Grant 2,000.00
Returned Bond 865.00
Prayer Handbooks 143.60
New people new places  20,000.00
Barclays Reward 17.75
from Weardale Mission 443.08
Insurance refund 41.79
Willington Staff 58,117.20
Donations Gift 460.00
Interest CFB

General 2,677.65

Reserve 2,669.31

Totals £281.717.38

Brought Forward 170,318.62

Income 281.717.38
452,036.00
Expenditure 260,214.55

Camed Forward 191.821.45

Expenditure

District Assessment 28.896.00
Connexional Funds 1,380.00
Stipends 86,158.49
Minister’s Allowances 15,141.18
Preaching 1,010.55
Manses general 11,649.96
Repairs & Maintenance  4,071.68
Telephone 1,619.94
Printing net 1,433.14
Postage & Stationary 300.03
Lay Worker 22,881.08
Support Worker 8,960.94
Willington Staft 39.261.69
Office 892.99
Resources 731.95
Bank Charges 205.82
Apprentice Levy 657.00
Admin Charges 536.00
Prayer Handbooks 50.65
Gift 460.00
Seed Comn Grant 1.495.54
Weardale Mission 126.75
Byers Green 300.00
Tangmere 24,293 .97
Stanhope Manse 7,699.20

£260,214.55



At Barclays 31/8/23 Balance £7,749.63

Less Unpresented cheques
No.533 £87.00
No.434 £690.00 £777.00
£6,972.63
CFB general 105,099.41
CFB reserve 79,749.41
Total £191,821.45
Weardale Mission £11,371.39
TM.C.P. £98.296.51

Pamela Harper ‘ a%w\,\w\g

Circuit Treasurer

/((ka\g\m}s\\e&\. R Ui Au{)usk 2013 - A?»ol’, ey




W=t Durham Circuit Circuit No 1
Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2023
General Fund | Circult Model | Designated | Restricted | Encowment |  Totale Totak
(Unrustrictod) | Trusts Funts Funcs Funds 202223 2021122
Notas 40 the {Unrestricted) | (Usrestricted)
v r ¢ £ £ £
Fuaed Assets
Cmiaie Moo & F igeay [ERL 770 vz iz daiiiis 950,000 950,000
et jecpwrtn SRR ’//////////// 0
vt 0
B Total fived assets of o] 0 D 960 | se,
Current Assets
[omticen i
|Loans by the Cirour a
[nwestments win TMES 28,206 11,372 109,668 105,414
Cent Fnance Boars Desochs 164 B0 i) 184,849 53,897
(e —— ot S T T B sa72] 20.715)
Total current Jssats 181,821 04,206 0} 11,372 o anams| | 2mv02s]
Crrwet labsiletieo al
(dua in endes 1 yaar) <]
Grants gayabic wittin 202223 0
Futal coarrert Mty L] e 0 0 [ L
Net current 181,821 54,285 11,372 201,408 01,078
[ Ton/ aesan feus cumant obiior] [_tsersn]  seows] of  nam| of rasiame| | 123108
Long tarm fabilities
(due slter more than one yeur)
Grants payabic after 2022 23 0
iLoane 1o the Crout o
Fats o
Nat 1,141,821 I o 1251488 | 1,231,028
Funds of the Cirtwit
Cooarmatial Fuand (L o) 1,541 A 1,341 821 1,053.228
|Ciroult Model Truzt Fund (Unrostrictod) 260 . 'HS YHP
Designaind Funds (Unrencted) o 0 1,222
Tossd Unrestricted Funds. 1,240,117 1,219,642
imadriedmect | uncts 14,372 1M002 1384
neiostrsnt | uneds 0 (4]
| Total Funds. 1,141,821| 96,296 o I of 1251 am) 1,231,028
Signed

— TGl /B P

Circuit Treasurer
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WEST DURHAM METHODIST CIRCUIT
TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT
CHARITY REGISTRATION NUMBER 1134893

FINANCIAL REVIEW
2022/23

Mission Statement

“Our mission as The West Durham Circuit, through our worship and
nurture, is to grow disciples by resourcing, affirming, encouraging,
supporting and helping God’s people to walk in the way of Jesus and
share the love of God in our communities.”

2022/23 Financial Review

In support of the above Mission Statement and in line with the stated aims of
the charity the West Durham Circuit utilises its funds in accordance with its
aims and purpose as well as integrating those of the wider Methodist Church
organisation.

The financial accounts for 2022/23 details all funds held and overseen by the
Circuit Meeting the membership of which constitutes the managing Trustees
of the West Durham Methodist Circuit Charity.

The Reserves Policy was reviewed during the year and relates to the general
(unrestricted) funds which are freely available to be used for any of the
purposes of the Circuit.

Other funds are also included for clarity and openness and to show that the
Circuit has a policy for the management of all its resources not simply those
that are defined as reserves.

The financial aims of the Charity are:

(1) To secure and sustain the Circuit's viability and future
(2) To give reassurance to the general public that the Circuit, which is a
charity, intends to use all of the money coming into its care for the

purposes of the charity.

Circuit Financial Policy
Essentially provides for:
a) The ministerial oversight and pastoral care of the seven local churches
in the Circuit
b) The support of a ministry team of three presbyter ministers, a Young
People's employee and Administrative staff
c) The maintenance of three Circuit Manses, one of which is rented out.



Financial Management
The Circuit assessment is reviewed annually and covers the annual revenue
costs including the costs of (a) to (c) above.

Provision is made for property maintenance and any fluctuations in current or
future staffing levels.

The Circuit Fund (Unrestricted General Fund)

Under Standing orders the Circuit must meet its financial obligations in
relation to the support of its ministers, the maintenance of manses and the
support of the District as well as meeting associated revenue costs. The total
cost for the financial year was £191,822. Our reserves policy during the year
was to hold between 6-9 months expenditure and to ensure sufficient funds
were in hand to fund a new Pioneer Deacon Post for 5 years from 1%
September 2023. In addition a grant of £20,000 was received in support of
this post. Monies were allocated for manse improvements at Stanhope and

Spennymoor.

Model Trust Fund (Restricted)
The balance of the Model Trust Fund at the end of the year was £98,295. This
fund derives from the sale of church buildings and manses and is restricted by
the Methodist Conference. This restriction is an internal regulation though the
fund can be used for a variety of purposes.

Weardale Mission Fund (Restricted)

The balance of this fund is £11,372. During the year its purpose was re-stated
to give clarity on its future use which is earmarked for mission opportunities in
Weardale.

Designated Funds 2023/24

The Charity Commission requires that Trustees set a policy for the
management of the Circuit Funds. The total funds held at the end of the year
(August 2023) were £301,488 and have been earmarked as follows:

Reserves Fund - £135,000 Contribution to Pioneer Deacon Post

Reserves Fund - £20,000 Annual Grant towards Pioneer Deacon Post
Reserves Fund - £85,000 6-9 Month Revenue Costs

General Fund - £20,000 Manse Improvements

General Fund - £23,000 Employees for Young Persons and Safeguarding
General Fund - £18,000 Willington Open Door Staff Costs

Weardale Mission Fund - £11,372

Managing Trustees
West Durham Methodist Circuit



