
Rustington Methodist Church 

Trustees Report for the year ending 31st August 2023 

1.0 Aims and Purposes  

Our mission is to affirm God’s presence, proclaim God’s love and demonstrate God’s action.  

We aim to achieve this by developing worship, social outreach activities that currently exist, 

and by seeking new ways to extend the fellowship of the Church family. 

We endorse the understanding of the Methodist Church in Great Britain that the church 

exists for: 

• Worship: to increase awareness of God’s presence and to celebrate God’s love.  

• Learning and Caring: to help people to learn and grow as Christians, through mutual 

support and care. 

• Service: to be a good neighbour to people in need and challenge injustice.   

• Evangelism: to make more followers of Jesus Christ.  

2.0    Objectives and activities  

In partnership with others wherever possible, Rustington Methodist Church will concentrate 

its prayers, resources, imagination and commitments on this priority: To proclaim and affirm 

its conviction of God’s love in Christ, for us and for all the world; and renew confidence in 

God’s presence and action in the world and in the Church.  

In setting our objectives and planning our activities the Church Council meets at least four 

times a year under the leadership of the presbyter in pastoral charge. The work of the 

Church Council is delegated to a variety of teams and working parties including the Church 

Stewards, Resources (Property and Finance) Committee, Pastoral Committee and 

Safeguarding.  

3.0   Achievements and performance  

The Church funds and grants made to other bodies are all detailed in the Church accounts.   

In the course of the year Rustington Methodist Church has provided regular acts of public 

worship on Sundays and other significant days of the Christian year, and joined with 

Rustington Churches Together to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, Lent and 

a walk of witness on Good Friday. It has joined with other churches in the West Sussex 

(Coast and Downs) Circuit to bid farewell to ministers, and to celebrate other Christian 

festivals.  The Church makes its premises available to the wider community, and community 

groups meet on the premises on a weekly basis.  

Worship services have been held at 9.30 and 10.45. On most Sundays one of the services 

was live streamed/available as a recording online. The Church Preschool has continued to 

operate throughout. 

The church has a system of Pastoral Care based on a team of volunteer Pastoral Visitors, and 

both formal and informal pastoral networks operate effectively.  



The Link magazine has been published at intervals throughout the year. It has also been 

available online. 

3.1 Plans for future years  

Rustington Methodist Church is part of the West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit. 

The Church Council - 

Encourages initiatives for mission in the community  

Supports Churches Together in Rustington  

Ensures that all those required to do so attend appropriate safeguarding and EDI     

training.  

4.0    Financial Review  

Please see the accompanying accounts.  

There were no significant events. 

The Managing Trustees have every reason to believe that the Church is a going concern.  

Trustees do not foresee any factors that will significantly affect the financial performance or 

position in the next year or two.  

The church holds no freehold property.  

The church’s principal sources of funds are from the free-will gifts of the members of the 

congregation, lettings and donations from groups and from fund-raising events.  

4.1 Investment policy and performance  

To comply with Methodist Standing Orders, monies for long-term investment are lodged 

with the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP).  These sums are invested in 

unitised investments or held on deposit.  The investment returns are close to tracking the 

movements on the FTSE100 index.  The deposit mirrors the deposit rates available 

elsewhere.  The Managing Trustees’ investment policy is aligned with that of the CFB and 

TMCP because these organisations take into consideration the social, environmental and 

ethical considerations, both negatively and positively, that make investments suitable for 

the Methodist Church.  

Short term deposits are lodged directly with the Central Finance Board (CFB) and attract the 

normal current rate of interest.   

4.2 Reserves Level and policy  

Please see the accompanying Reserves level and policy agreed by the Church Council.  

 

 

 



5.0 Trustees’ Responsibilities  

For each financial year ending on 31st August the Managing Trustees are required to 

prepare financial statements that give a true and fair view of the Church’s financial activities 

during the year and of its financial position at the end of the year.  In preparing these 

financial statements the Managing Trustees must:  

Select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently   

Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent  

Follow applicable accounting standards  

Prepare accounts to Charity Commission standards using The Methodist Church Standard 

Form of Accounts   

The Managing Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which 

disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the church and 

enables them to ensure that financial statements comply with the law.  They are also 

responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Church and hence taking reasonable steps for 

the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.  

5.1 Risk  

The Church is largely risk averse.  

6.0 Structure, governance and management  

The Church is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union and the 

Model Trust Deeds of the Methodist Church.  

6.1 Structure  

Rustington Methodist Church is part of the West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit.  As such 

it is represented on the Circuit Meeting which meets four times a year. The Methodist 

Conference meets once each year as the supreme denominational body for all Methodist 

Churches.  

1. Overall regulatory authority rests with the Methodist Conference.  

2. The Connexional Office implements decisions made by the Conference and is responsible 

for the stationing of presbyters and deacons (collectively known as ministers) in individual 

Circuits within the District.  

3. Connexional decisions are passed to the Chair of the District and the appropriate officers 

of the District for implementation.  

4. The District passes these down to the Circuit Meeting for implementation by the 

Superintendent Minister, ministerial staff and Circuit Stewards, and authority is delegated to 

Circuit Meeting for certain matters.  

5. The Circuit Meeting passes regulatory control down to Church Councils for local 

implementation by the presbyter, the Church Stewards, and other officers, and this 



regulatory control is then exercised by the Church Councils as Managing Trustees of their 

charity.  

6.2 Purpose of the Church  

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the date 

of union the advancement of:  

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline of the 

Methodist Church, and b) Any charitable purposes for the time being of any Connexional, 

District, Circuit, local or other organisation of the Methodist Church, and, c) Any charitable 

purpose for the time being of any society, or institution subsidiary or ancillary to the 

Methodist Church, and d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a subsidiary 

or ancillary of the Methodist Church.  

The primary purpose of Rustington Methodist Church is to advance the Christian faith by 

providing opportunities for worship, Christian nurture and fellowship within the wider 

Rustington Community.  

6.3 Governance  

The Church operates within a statutory framework of regulation and seeks to ensure that it 

follows Methodist Standing Orders.  It relies on the Connexional Office at 25 Marylebone 

Road, London, NW1 5JR to provide guidance on changes that could affect the Church.  

The members of the Church Council are appointed under the terms of S.O. 610(2).  The 

Superintendent is ex officio chair of the Church Council but may delegate this task to other 

presbyters in the Circuit.  The Church Council normally meets four times per year and deals 

with routine and exceptional matters.  It oversees the work of other groups within the life of 

the Church.  

6.4 Responsibilities of the Church Council  

The responsibilities of the Church Council and other committees are set out in Standing 

Orders 603 – 604 of the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7.0   Reference and Administrative Details  

7.1 Name of the Church: Rustington Methodist Church  

7.2 Charity Registration number: Our charity registration number is 1134885   

7.3 Superintendent Minister          The Revd Rosemarie E G Clarke 

       Presbyter in Pastoral Charge   The Revd Rosemarie E G Clarke 

7.4 Names of Managing Trustees (in y/e 31/8/23) 

Mrs Brigette Alexander (from 26/10/22) 

Mrs Dorothy Benison (from 23/4/23) 

Mrs Sue Bingham  

Mr John Bishop  

Mrs Marian Clacher (from 23/4/23) 

Mr Alan Clarke (until 27/6/23)           

Mrs Christine Clarke.  

Revd Rosemarie E G Clarke 

Mrs Sue Cooper  

Mr Colin Fraser        

Mrs Ruth Fraser (until 23/4/23)                

Mr Patrick Khoo (until 23/4/23) 

Mrs Mary Lax (from 23/4/23) 

Mr Ken Marshall            

Rev Frank Okai-Sam  

Ms Carole Pickworth  

Mrs Mollie Priest (until 11/7/23) 

Dr Rebecca Richards  

Mr Simon Richards  

Mrs Joan Salmon  

Mrs Karen Scrivens (from 26/10/22) 

Mr Robert Slatter  

Mrs Elizabeth Slatter  

Mrs Verena Thrift  

Mrs Paula Trahern 



Mrs Pam Warren (until 23/4/23) 

Mrs Ann Waters 

            

7.5 Independent Examiner Mr Steven R Trigg ACMA, CGMA of Trigg Accountancy 
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