
Annual Report for 2023: The Tenby Group
of Churches
A Year of Renewal, Community, and Hope

2023 was a year of fresh beginnings and enduring commitment for the three churches in the Tenby 
Group. Building on the foundation of reawakening laid in 2022, the past year saw our community re-
energise its spiritual and practical life, deepening connections both within our congregations and out
into the wider neighbourhoods we serve.

Despite national and global uncertainties, our churches have demonstrated remarkable resilience 
and a spirit of joyful service. From moments of celebration to those of quiet support, 2023 will be 
remembered as a year when the bonds of our church family grew ever stronger, and our purpose as 
a living, serving community of faith was rekindled.

Worship and the Life of the Church
As the effects of the pandemic receded further into memory, the rhythm of worship at St Mary’s and
St Anne’s continued to return to its vibrant fullness. Attendance at Sunday services steadily returned 
to pre pandemic levels, with both familiar faces and newcomers joining in worship, prayer, and song.
The sense of being able to gather freely again was a blessing not taken for granted. Special services 
continued at St. Julian’s and were enthusiastically supported.

The Advent Carol Service once again brought together members from all churches in our LMA, filling 
the Church with music and praise.

Throughout the year, we held special services marking significant occasions—Mothering Sunday, 
Holy Week, Easter, Harvest, Remembrance, and Christmas—each one an opportunity to reflect, 
rejoice, and renew our dedication to Christ’s call.

Our services have been supported with the contribution of the retired clergy. We are especially 
grateful for the diligent service of the Revd Sylvia Temple, the Revd John Morgan, the Ven. John 
Harvey, the Ven. Ken Sharpe, the Revd Nigel Griffin, the Revd Adrian Davies, and the Very Revd 
Jonathan Lean. Their vision, compassion, and steadfastness have shepherded us through both 
challenge and celebration.

Key Lay Appointments and Volunteers
In 2023, we further strengthened our commitment to the younger generation with the ongoing work
of Jeremy Stone, our Youth & Families Officer. Jeremy continues to inspire and support our young 
people, working both within our churches and in partnership with St John’s Pembroke Dock.

Our gratitude extends also to Nicole Evans, for her tireless organization of weddings; Susie Brookes, 
for her careful coordination of baptisms; and Pat Davies, for managing our Readers’ Rota. The 
contributions of so many—including Standing Committee members (Clive and Ruth Webb, Nicole 
Evans, Anne Pönisch, and Sarah Prestwich), Vicki our Verger, churchwardens from all three 
Churches, organists, choir, treasurers, sidesmen, flower arrangers, bell ringers, and countless others
—cannot be overstated.



This year, our team of volunteers stepped up in new and remarkable ways, ensuring the smooth 
running of church activities and the maintenance of our cherished spaces. 

Charitable Giving and Outreach
The Tenby Group’s commitment to charitable giving flourished in 2023. We have been able to give 
sustained support for the Paul Sartori Foundation and numerous local, national, and international 
charities. The generosity of our congregation made possible a notable contribution to food banks 
and the PATCH project, reflecting our desire to alleviate suffering and meet urgent needs in our 
community.

We have also been able to support organisations including the Tenby Church in Wales VC Primary 
School, Pembrokeshire Care Society, Ty Hafan, Noah’s Ark, Friends of the Community, 
Pembrokeshire Mind, the Salvation Army, Samaritans, and many others.

We are especially proud of the ongoing partnership with the Paul Sartori Foundation and our 
support for a Ukrainian refugee family, housed in our Creswell Street flat. These initiatives have not 
only provided tangible help but have also opened doors to deeper relationships and shared service.

Parish Administration and Governance
Our Standing Committee met regularly throughout the year, navigating the challenges of rising 
energy costs, building maintenance, and the prudent management of resources. With wise 
stewardship, the committee ensured that the church remained a place of welcome, safety, and 
sustainability.

We have also began developing new uses for Church House, with the support to a “Keeping Well, 
Keeping Warm” Project that is open and welcoming to all, providing a warm meal after the 
Wednesday Eucharist service.

Highlights from Our Churches

St Julian’s Church

St Julian’s continued to serve as a spiritual anchor in the Harbour, opening its doors daily between 
April and October. Services such as the Annual Blessing of the Boats, Prayer Walks, and Sea Sunday 
fostered a sense of belonging and celebration. Baptisms and weddings brought joy and new life, 
while our Christmas Carol Service overflowed with worshippers and seasonal spirit.

Our volunteer team grew with new members joining. Their hard work ensured the smooth running 
of daily tasks, from cleaning to welcoming visitors. Special projects included a Flower Festival with 
money raised going to the Tenby Branch of the RNLI.

St Anne’s Church, New Hedges

St Anne’s experienced a mixture of challenges and triumphs in 2023. The committed and dedicated 
group of worshippers has been added to with new members and the worship continues to be ably 
lead by Revd John Morgan and Revd Nigel Griffin.



St. Anne’s retains a special place in the heart of the Community and there have been ongoing 
strengthening of the relationship with the local community.

St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s stood at the centre of many of the year’s most joyful and memorable occasions. Regular 
members and visitors have attended in strong numbers. The choir, under the expert guidance of 
Mark Thompson, Judy Davies, and Dr. John Harrison, flourished, welcoming new members and 
showcasing their talents at major services. 

In addition to our worship, the Church has again hosted many concerts and performances and 
remains a focal point for the community. 

Tenby Church in Wales Voluntarily Controlled Primary School
Our relationship with the school has grown ever deeper this year. Foundation Governors have 
offered invaluable support and involvement. Weekly assemblies, led by Andrew Grace, John Morgan,
and Jeremy Stone, have helped strengthen the faith connection between the church and school.

Community events, from the Harvest Service to the Christingle, have been marked by joy and 
participation from students, families, and staff. The school’s resilience and creativity through 
lingering pandemic challenges have inspired us all.

Looking Ahead
As we look to 2024, we do so aware of the changes that will come with my own retirement at Easter 
next year. Whilst there are often uncertainties facing the Church, we are confident that we will 
continue to navigate the complexities of an aging population and shifting social landscape. We move 
forward with hope, confidence, and a commitment to serve Christ and our community with love, 
courage, and creativity.

I extend heartfelt thanks to everyone who has contributed time, energy, and spirit to the life of the 
Tenby Group this year. Each person’s unique gifts and dedication have built up our church as a true 
family, and together, we will continue to pursue our calling, serving as a beacon of faith for all.

Canon Andrew Grace (Rector of Tenby)
























































