
Parish of Thundersley - Ministers’ report 2025 

The last twelve months have been a period of significant change for us as Parish.  By far the most 
significant event of course came at the end of 2024 with the departure of our dear friends Andy and 
Lynn.  Andy will always be remembered for being the “Vicar in the Van” amongst many other things 
including the Woodland Church events to name but two.  We  thank them for all that they did during their 
time here and ask God every blessing for them both and their family for the future. 

The departure of our Rector has created both opportunity and challenge.  Moving us from a situation 
where the “theory” or sharing ministry provision which has been discussed for some time has become a 
reality in very short order.  We all understand the financial benefits of sharing ministry, that is a 
significantly reduced Parish Share, but the cost of that is something that we are slowly beginning to 
understand more clearly perhaps. 

We will all be aware that some adjustments, are and will continue to be, necessary as we reflect upon 
how best to shape ourselves for mission and ministry in the next few years ahead as part of a bigger 
Team.  When our new Team recruitment is complete we will be well resourced to explore developing 
new models of mission and ministry in our locality with stronger and healthier interdependent Parishes 
journeying together. 

Services 
Attendance at our usual Sunday services, St Peter’s at 8am and 11am and St Michael’s at 9.30am, has 
remained steady throughout the year.  Pete began to take occasional services during the latter part of 
2024 to help with the transition to a new ministry model and has been leading regularly since Andy’s 
departure at the beginning of the New Year.  Despite our Clergy team still being short of our full 
complement we have managed to maintain all of our services bar one mid-week service at St Peter’s.  
There have thus far been minimal change to our service pattern each week.  Split over the two churches 
in our Parish we are averaging a total of 16 services per month.  This is double the number held at each 
of the other Parishes in the BTH Group. 

Bishop Adam has visited the parish twice, once to carry out a Confirmation Service and then to take a 
Sunday service.  Parade Services are held during the year on Mothering Sunday, Harvest and 
Remembrance Sundays. 

Christmas is always a busy time, with Carol Services held for children from local schools, a Deanes 
Concert and a Remembering Service with Stibbards. This is in addition to Christingle services, Carol 
Services and a Crib Service on Christmas Eve. 

Working with our friends from Churches Together in Hadleigh, we hosted a service during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, held a service for the World Day of Prayer, and were part of the Walk of 
Witness on Good Friday. 

Thanks go to all those who make the services possible each week; servers, readers, those who lead 
intercessions, flower arrangers, cleaners and welcomers.  With the congregation they all make our 
churches a warm and friendly community of Christians, with worship to God at its heart. 

Activities 
The Parish has held an Agape supper on Maundy Thursday, a Christmas meal and has a Bible Study 
Group. 
Our year included a number of social, outreach and fundraising events.  Regular events are coffee 
mornings, a Fish and Chip Lunch monthly.  The Handicraft Group held a coffee morning and craft sale 
which raised funds. A Harvest Meal was held in September, where not only were people from the parish 
invited but also many others who have helped the church out during the year. There was a table top sale, 
a night of magic, 2 meals at Latinos, a coach trip to The Savill Garden in Windsor Great Park, 2 Quiz 
Nights, a Soup Lunch and a Strawberry Tea with proceeds to Christian Aid.  
We hosted the Allegro Choir who were raising funds for MND and the Police Band, raising funds for the 
British Legion.  There is of course the regular coffee morning at St Peter’s on a Saturday. 

Communications 
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Although communication is something we will be looking to review during the next year one of our great 
ongoing successes is the continued distribution of 170 printed copies of the church magazine each 
month.  The cost of this is entirely covered by advertising and donations. 

Other stuff 
As you are also aware Pete serves as Hadleigh Area Dean and continues to invest time and energy in 
developing the Chapter and Synod with his leadership.  In addition to spreading himself across our 4 
Parishes he has been supporting Canvey Team Ministry as their Parish reels from the impact of 5 years 
of uncertainty followed by revelation of the full extent of the abuse carried out by their former Rector. 

It is also worth making you aware that in the last 12 months Pete has completed a Level 5 Diploma in 
Applied Therapeutic Practice (the equivalent of a Foundation Degree) as part of his Fostering CPD. 

Conclusion 
Just this week at our home group we listened to an inspiring talk by leader of the 24-7 Prayer movement 
Pete Greg.  He quoted the famous song title of Bob Dylan’s 1964 hit “The times they are a-changin’” 
suggesting that it is also an anthem for the times through which we are living today. 

I want to suggest that the changes we are experiencing are not merely the result of circumstances 
impacting us from the secular world or even from the wider church.  What I think I detect along with so 
many of my colleagues in church leadership is that, to steal a phrase from CS Lewis “Aslan is on the 
move”. 

In the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe the things that mark the arrival of Aslan, the Lion who represents 
Christ in the world of Narnia, are not immediately obvious.  In that land where “It’s always winter but 
never Christmas” a thaw began.  Subtle but clear signs that Spring was coming.  In a similar way we are 
perhaps starting to see such signs in our own culture and our own community that Jesus is on the move. 

Such things will evoke in each of us a different reaction.  Some will be afraid of the inevitable changes 
coming.  Others will seek to grasp and control what is happening.  Many will simply be stunned and yet 
others heartened and thrilled by the events.  As we move into another year let us perhaps consider the 
signs we see around us and prayerfully reflect upon our response.  Thereafter may we seek to embrace 
what God is beginning to do and look to engage and work with Him as he calls us. 

They say Aslan is on the move- perhaps has already landed. 

And now a very curious thing happened. None of the children knew who Aslan was any more 
than you do; but the moment the Beaver had spoken these words everyone felt quite 
different. Perhaps it has sometimes happened to you in a dream that someone says 
something which you don't understand but in the dream it feels as if it has some enormous 
meaning- either a terrifying one which turns the whole dream into a nightmare or else a 
lovely meaning too lovely to put into words, which makes the dream so beautiful that you 
remember it all your life and are always wishing you could get into that dream again. 

It was like that now. At the name of Aslan each one of the children felt something jump in its 
inside. Edmund felt a sensation of mysterious horror. Peter felt suddenly brave and 
adventurous. Susan felt as if some delicious smell or some delightful strain of music had just 
floated by her. And Lucy got the feeling you have when you wake up in the morning and 
realise that it is the beginning of the holidays or the beginning of summer. 

      ― C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe 

Even so, Maranatha, come Lord Jesus!
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