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Christ Church North Finchley Annual Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introduction 

 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly 
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17 

 

The purpose of this special newsletter is to help us to know what is going on in the Christ 

Church family, so that we can give thanks to God and pray about the way ahead. 

 

I hope you’ll find lots of interest in this. It’s extra important right now that we make the effort to 
tell each other and to find out about what is going on in the whole church family. The normal 

week by week conversations that we share at church haven’t been happening. So this report, 
and our annual meeting on 23rd May, have real importance. 

 

It goes without saying that it’s been an unusual year. As I look back and as I read the different 
snapshots that make up this newsletter, I’m really, deeply thankful that there still is a Christ 
Church family, and that the Lord has been keeping us through the past year. The context 

we’re living in has changed. Looking ahead is not about trying to go back to normal – it’s 
about asking for the Lord to guide us and help as we seek to know and show Jesus as a 

whole church family in this changed situation. Many of us will be carrying scars, and there will 

be some gaps in our church family which we will only spot as we gather again more. But there 

is also some exciting new growth. God’s grace has brought us this far – his grace will lead us 

on. I hope that as you read this report you will pray with thanks. 

 

Dave Walker 

 

 



2 

  

What has been happening in the last year? 

 

Church Services – Dave Walker 

What has been happening? 

 During the last few months our Sunday morning services have been able to continue 

unbroken, thanks to the online facility which we now have at Christ Church. I am really 

thankful to the Lord for this and for the people who’ve worked hard to make it happen. 
Inevitably much has been lost during this time: functioning as an online congregation 

and /or meeting under socially distanced conditions have been difficult in various 

ways, and have made us miss many important things which we are normally able to 

do together. I’ve often found myself saying “but what we have is so much better than 
nothing!” 

 As well as just keeping going, we’ve gained in some important ways: our online 
services have made it so much easier to connect with and include people who are not 

able to make it to church. They have also made it much easier for us to share what we 

do with newcomers, and for people who are curious to try us out. These are benefits 

that we hope to keep going forwards. 

 Physically gathering again after so long is a challenge. Loosening restrictions will 

hopefully make it much easier for the majority of us to gather physically, rather than 

majority online as we are at the moment – one of our challenges as a whole church 

family now is to make that change. Some of us will be desperately keen to come back, 

others of us less so. It’s worth remembering that coming to church is always a 

sacrificial thing – we give up the comfort of our homes to come together for one 

another’s benefit, so that we can worship together. Doing this again after we’ve been 
so used to being at home will need God’s grace, prayer and patience. 

 Crucial to this will be getting the youth and children’s groups running physically again. 
As I look to the changes over the next couple of months of Sunday services, this 

seems to me the most pressing priority. The fact that our services will continue to be 

available online will hopefully help with this, in that it will allow leaders and helpers to 

catch up with the service more easily. 

 Our other services have had some extended breaks. The Thursday morning prayer, 

after some time as a private prayer time during the height of the pandemic, is now up 

and running again in its usual form. We are really thankful for this helpful service but 

also conscious that numbers are low after Lockdown. The evening service has not yet 

begun again.   
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Church Council – Christine Denny 

During Lockdown, the Church Council continued to have “Zoom” meetings on alternate 
months. 

 

Most of the items on the Agenda covered the day to day running of the church but there are 

two significant outcomes to report. 

 

After lengthy discussions and much prayer, it was decided to invest in an audio-visual 

package which would allow services to be streamed from church and viewed on YouTube and 

Facebook enabling a wider congregation to watch the services. It was also agreed to employ 

Kelly Morris on a part time basis until December 2020 to operate the equipment and that Kelly 

would train volunteers to take over from her.  In January 2021, the Government imposed a 

three-month National Lockdown giving little opportunity to train them so it was decided to 

extend her contract until December 2021 by which time a group of volunteers should be 

available on a rota basis.      

 

In February 2021 it was agreed to implement the first phase of the refurbishment of the 

Church Hall starting with the kitchen, toilets, lobby and the “store cupboard”. Work scheduled 
to be completed by the end of June. 

 

House Groups & Hubs – Dave Walker 

One way that we have seen some real growth during the pandemic is in the ways that we 

have managed to keep in touch with each other and support and encourage each other, when 

so many of the usual channels of communication haven’t been functioning. Here is some of 
what has been happening: 

 Housegroups are midweek gatherings where we study the Bible, pray and share our 

lives – like nuclear families within the broader Christ Church family. Three of our 

house groups have continued to meet online throughout the pandemic, with one other 

group meeting physically when restrictions have allowed.  I (Dave) have tried to 

provide Bible study materials based on the Sunday services for most weeks but have 

often struggled to produce them on time – I’m very grateful for Andrew Demetriou who 
will be helping with this from now on. 

 Hubs began at the start of the first lockdown as a way of helping us to keep in touch 

with each other and support each other and hopefully to prevent people from 

becoming isolated from the church family. They consist of contact groups with leaders. 

These were really important in the first lockdown – I think it’s fair to say that while 
some have continued well, others have struggled or ceased in the second lockdown. 

 Christ Church Whatsapp group: This has been a valuable way of sharing prayer 

requests and Bible readings and other news and encouragements. It has grown into 

an important part of our church life, and was especially important when the lockdown 
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was tightest. 

 Weekly Newsletter: I’m thankful to Colin for producing this each week – having started 

almost a year ago, this now has quite a wide circulation within the church family and is 

our main way of sharing news. 

 Christianity Explored. We held an online course between January and March which 

had 5 regular members (plus 3 leaders). There were great discussions. 

Prayer – Ian & Sue Fabray 

Every Monday evening from 7 15- 745pm we have prayer on WhatsApp, apart from the third 

Monday when we meet together on zoom.  We share prayer requests on WhatsApp so we 

can pray in our own homes for each other and the needs of the world.  Once a month its 

lovely to physically see each other on Zoom. We usually begin with a Psalm, and average 10-

12 people praying together.  It's been encouraging to see one or two new people coming but 

would be lovely to see more. 

 

Youth & Children’s Groups - Maggie Thorp 

We are grateful to the Lord for all we have been able to do online with our children and young 

people. Online engagement was really high at first but after over a year of everything, 

including school work, being on a screen the number of children and young people 

responding has lessened. Please pray for them. 

 

In June we will be back in the hall face to face. Hurray! We want to continue to teach and 

enthuse them as they grow in faith and knowledge of the Lord. But we do not currently have 

enough volunteers to do this. So, we are wondering who God is prompting to step forward to 

help! 

 

Safeguarding - Maggie Thorp 

We continue to carry out Safeguarding checks on our new staff and volunteers. 

 

Missions - John Cooper 

Surprisingly, the pandemic has been an encouragement to our work.  We have had the Morts 

in Nigeria and the Tomlinsons in Lebanon taking part in our services via zoom.  This has 

brought them face to face with a larger section of the church. 
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Finance - Ronnie Mathews & Paul Smith  

This last year has been a very different year for church finances.  In general, the finances 

have held up this last year.  However, there is a big BUT.  We have a surplus but only 

because we thankfully received two legacies totalling £80,000 AND we agreed with the 

Diocese that we would temporarily reduce our monthly payments to the General Fund by 

50%. Without the legacies and the reduction to the Diocese we would have lost about 

£40,000.  Giving to the church has held up reasonably well, with many people moving over to 

direct payment by standing orders. It is noteworthy that operationally the church still pays out 

more than it receives in giving (somewhere in the order of £30,00).  Usually, the short fall is 

covered by revenue from other events and from Hall income.  Needless to say, this year our 

costs for the running of the Hall exceeded our Hall income.  The money received by way of 

rent from 622 High Road has to be repaid to the Church Maintenance Fund. 

 

Stephens Hall - Will Hawkes 

After an extensive consultation with the church family, at the start of 2020 plans were 

approved to upgrade aspects of the Hall, with the focus being to renovate the kitchen and 

toilets in the first phase. The approved budget for the work was £70,000. The project was put 

on hold during 2020 due to the pandemic, and work finally started in March 2021. Barnet 

Council agreed to provide £5,000 in funding towards the project. 

  

The usual Hall users were active at the start of 2020 (badminton, dancing, Brownies, Red 

Cross and of course church groups), however the Hall was closed from March due to the 

situation. At the end of the first lockdown a rigorous set of covid protocols were put in place 

and some users were able to return in the autumn. 

  

Maryte Ladygaite was hired as the Hall caretaker in the summer, with a focus of the work 

being on maintaining high cleaning standards. She worked during the autumn between the 

lockdowns, however chose to resign from the job as she had moved to South East London 

and the commute was too far. She will be replaced in 2021. 

  

A standard pricing tariff is in place which ensures transparency for all users, and simplifies the 

staff workload. This will be adopted in 2021. 

 

622 - Paul Smith 

As you are aware the renovation and conversion of 622 High Road into two flats was 

completed last year. It was signed off by Building Control and received a 'completion 

certificate'.  Both flats were furnished.  The flats were advertised privately by me and Val on 

'Open Rent' (an online platform that also lists on 'Right Move' etc.).  This all involved a lot of 

paperwork was produced. The flats have been let out to two young couples, with both 

tenancies starting on 27th July 2020.  All tenants seem happy, everything seems well and both 

tenants are paying their rent on time.  The rent received is £1,250 per month for the 1 bed first 
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floor flat and £1,425 per month for the ground floor 2 bed flat.  The church therefore receives 

a total income of £32,100 per annum in rent.  Jacy (the Builder) has been back on a couple of 

occasions to fix very minor issues. 

 

Technical Ministry - Kelly Morris 

During the last 12 months we have gone from a church that was in-person only, mainly using 

hymn books, song sheets and real-life Bibles to a church that is, to coin the buzz word of the 

day, hybrid! 

 

We are now (and have been for a long time) a church family that is both online and in-person. 

Through this we are reaching out to our church family as we knew it before the pandemic 

started, as well as being able to welcome new people to our family who may never have 

visited us in person. Members of our family who have moved away are now joining in with our 

services again from wherever they are, and thanks to zoom they have even joined us in our 

small groups on occasion, or when we have done coffee together on zoom after a service. 

 

This pandemic has taught us that church is so much more than four walls, and however much 

we may have felt technology was a distraction and something that stopped us from building 

real relationships previously, it has now become the only way we have been able to connect 

with each other properly for over a year. I constantly find myself asking where we would be if 

we didn’t have these facilities that we have today?! 
 

Anyone watching the service online or in-person will have spotted that we have made an 

investment into some equipment to enable us to carry on as a church. The first was for a 

camera and interface to enable us to carry on live streaming once we moved back into the 

church building, and shortly after we invested in 4 screens and some control equipment to 

benefit members of our congregation in the building, eliminating the need for hymn books etc. 

during a time when sharing items like that was (and still is) quite difficult. 

 

I thank God for all the support I have received to be able to make these changes, and 

the generous donations from all of you to be able to pay for them. 

 

English Tuition Classes - Rosemarie Nixon 

ETC has been on zoom since Easter 2020; we are on our 40th session! 

 

All four classes are meeting electronically and some of our ladies, who had to return home for 

various reasons, now join us from Japan, Taiwan, and other far-flung places. 

 

123 Club - Christina Siattis 

During the last year, owing to the circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 123 club was 

unable to operate and run as it would have normally done in the two small halls. As an 
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alternative, the 123 Club team have, at various times, prepared take-home activity 

packs, relating to the message of Jesus, which we were able to offer to our members. We met 

our members in the narthex when they came to collect them from the narthex area. 

 

Brunch Club - Jodie Willett 

Unfortunately owing to Covid, the Brunch Club could not continue. We've tried our best to 

keep in touch and remain connected with everyone. Sadly during this time we lost 2 of our 

regular attendees, Brian and Victor who will both be sadly missed. We thank God for them, 

their lives and all the times we were able to spend together. 

 

I am also thankful for the wonderful people who are keen to return and see each other again. 

We will be aiming to start up Brunch Club again in June, and we look forward to seeing 

everyone again, enjoying each other’s company and also using the new kitchen and toilets 
which have been renovated during this time off. 

 

Thinking Green Group - Sarah Walker 

With world environment issues such as the climate crisis and plastic in our oceans  and more 

local issues like the decrease in biodiversity and litter we felt it was important that Christ 

Church started to think more environmentally. It is also a biblical mandate right back in 

Genesis that we are to look after the world that God has given us.  A Rocha, a Christian 

environmental charity, has designed a scheme called eco church where your church can put 

in place measures to get an eco-award (bronze, silver, and gold). Three of us have started to 

meet to look through the check list and put some of the ideas into action and to pray about 

this. Some things that are underway are a youth and children’s eco afternoon on Sunday 9th 
May, organising a monthly church litter pick in our local community (litter pickers and hi-vis 

jackets have been purchased) and a guest speaker coming as soon as we can start hot 

potato evenings again.  If this is something that interests, you please let me know we would 

love more people to join us. 

 

Ministry among Iranian People - Aled Williams 

Being thankful that Iranian people have become a visible part of our Christchurch 

family. Every Sunday, there will typically be 6-12 Iranians joining the service in person or 

online.  Outside church services, Bible reading, study and prayer takes place via WhatsApp or 

in person with Aled at present. The Gospel of Mark is used to help with exploring Christianity, 

baptism preparation as well as reading passages from the Sunday morning services for 

deeper understanding and discipleship. 

 

Administrator’s Report - Colin Short 

Starting a new job in a pandemic was a real challenge and I have been thankful for the 

support and care that I have received.  It is taking time for me to get used to the rhythm of 

things at Christ Church.  I am always happy to receive feedback and suggestions. 
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Church Wardens’ Report - Graham Turl and Allan Ssesanga 

For much of the past year the building has not been in use due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Risk assessments were undertaken at various points during 2020 to allow the building to, 

once again, be accessed. 

 

The first occasion was an Open Day in July which coincided with the end of the first lockdown 

and for which a comprehensive risk assessment was carried out and the church pews and 

floor were marked out to enable social distancing to be achieved. 

 

At around that time, there were leaks from the roof in the north-west corner of the nave and 

the next round of gutter-cleaning was brought forward to ensure no blockages in the valley 

gutters in that area. 

 

Shortly after this the building was once again used for services until a surge in cases just after 

Christmas again made this impossible. The same basic risk assessment and arrangements 

were used again when the building opened again in 2021, however this coincided with an 

intermittent fault developing with the Church Boiler. As soon as the boiler engineer came the 

boiler worked and as soon as he went away again it stopped working. Going forward, there is 

a possibility that the spark plugs in the main burner may need replacing, if the problem is to 

be fully solved. There is also the possibility that we might need to consider replacing the boiler 

as there are various issues that might all need to be addressed: 

 

 The need to ensure that the building is always warm in winter 

 The fact that the boiler room is still liable to flooding when we have heavy rain if the 

sump pump (that keeps the rainwater drains flowing) fails as it did once last year. 

 The potential implications of the current zero carbon drive, in this country and around 

the world, which could mean that we need to switch to a fuel other than gas to heat 

our church. 
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What you can pray for in the coming year. 
 

Church Services – Dave Walker 

 That we might gather again physically as continue to reach people with our online 

services while moving towards a majority online gathering. 

 The ongoing faithfulness of those involved in leading, preaching, praying etc. so that 

our services might be pleasing to the Lord, filled with his word and fruitful in our lives. 

 That we might soon be able to sing, eat and share the Lord’s Supper together much 
more freely, and that we might do these things wisely and well. 

 For the restart of onsite youth and children’s ministry. 
 For growth in our Thursday service. 

Church Council – Christine Denny 

For wisdom and guidance in all the deliberations of the new PCC. 

 

House Groups & Hubs – Dave Walker 

 That God will sustain and grow his people through these different things. 

 Grace and strength for those who lead and contribute to house groups, hubs, 

WhatsApp, newsletters etc. 

 Wisdom regarding the future of hubs and the network of pastoral care at Christ 

Church. 

Prayer – Ian & Sue Fabray 

Prayer is an important part of the Christian life, let's encourage one another to pray. 

 

Youth & Children’s Groups - Maggie Thorp 

Each group needs two leaders and two assistants to work well. This means two people are on 

duty each Sunday in each group and we are, therefore, on duty once or twice a month. This is 

where the gaps are: 

  

Gateway 4-7 yrs. old Explorers 7-10 yrs. old Pathfinder 11-14 yrs. old Revive 15-17 yrs. old 

Leader 1. Maggie 
Leader 2. Vacancy   

Leader 1. Kathryn 
Leader 2. Vacancy 

Leader 1. Jodie 
Leader 2. Vacancy 

 
Leader 1. Sarah 
Leader 2. Allan [Vacancy Oct] 

Assistant 1. Juno 
Assistant 2. Vacancy 

Assistant 1. Kelly 
Assistant 2. Faustina 

Assistant 1. Vacancy 
Assistant 2. Vacancy 

Assistant 1. Vacancy 
Assistant 2. Vacancy 

 

Please, please pray. Ask "Is it me Lord?" then message Maggie, Sarah or Jodie for a full job 

specification and a chat if you think God wants you to fill one of the vacancies above. 
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Safeguarding - Maggie Thorp 

That we may put the safety of our children and vulnerable members in the forefront of our 

prayers. 

 

Missions - John Cooper 

Bambo has taken over being the contact person for the Morts but alas Astrid is no longer the 

contact with the Colombo Bible College. We desperately need someone to take over this 

work. 

 

Finance - Ronnie Mathews & Paul Smith  

 Please pray for the renovations in the Hall and that this will increase the use and rental 

received from the Hall. 

 Please also pray that giving to the church and the missionaries we support will 

continue and even increase and that all who can, will 'gift aid' which is a very efficient 

way of increasing funds without any costs to those giving.  Pray that our income will 

improve so that we can go back to paying the Diocesan General Fund 100% of our 

normal contribution. 

 Pray for funds to implement plans to redevelop the front of the Church. 

 

Stephens Hall - Will Hawkes 

Pray that the Hall can once again be a wonderful spiritual home, full of the noise of children 

encountering Jesus and the church family enjoying eating together again; pray that our users 

come back happily as the Lockdowns unwind and the work is finished; pray that we have a 

great team working together to run the Hall well. 

 

622 - Paul Smith 

The tenants of the one bed first floor flat want to move and buy their own house.  Val and I 

have re-advertised on 'Open Rent' and are responding to enquiries.  Once a potential tenant 

(single or couple) have been found we will have to do reference checks and produce new 

tenancy documentation.  Hopefully, we will have found someone before the church AGM.  

Please pray for the present and new tenants - that 622 will be a blessing in their life. Also pray 

that we will find the right tenants and that all will continue to go well with 622 it's fabric and 

continued use. 

 

Technical Ministry - Kelly Morris 

The biggest need right now is for volunteers to learn how to use our sound and video 

equipment and who will commit to serving in one of these areas on one Sunday a month. It’s 
an opportunity to engage with our church in a new and fun way and look how we can use 

what we have to enhance what we are doing even more. And it really is a lot easier than it 

looks! 
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Also, that we can use what we have in way of equipment and opportunity to keep spreading 

the Good News and reaching people in a new and right way. 

 

English Tuition Classes - Rosemarie Nixon 

 That we may be able to maintain our full quota of enthusiastic teachers. 

 When we return to face–to–face teaching, that we may still be able to involve alumni 

through better internet connections in the hall. 

 When we return to face–to–face teaching, that we will be able to re-establish a crèche. 

123 Club - Christina Siattis 

The 123 Club is hoping for a safe return for all of our members when we restart the group 

again in September. 

 

Brunch Club - Jodie Willett 

We pray for safety, for good returning numbers and that the brunch club will continue to be a 

place where God's word is heard regularly. 

 

Think Green Group - Sarah Walker 

Please pray for this new group that we can honour the Lord as we seek to look after our local 

area. 

Good up take for the litter picks and good conversations with our community whilst we are 

doing them. 

 

Ministry among Iranian People - Aled Williams 

Pray for: 

 Discernment and loving patience when dealing with cultural and language differences, 
psychological distress and requests for baptism that may be intertwined with asylum 
applications. 

 Replicable growth as those being discipled become disciples of others. 

 Iranian members to be further integrated in the life of our Christchurch family. 

 More to serve in this ministry. Anyone who wants to get involved is welcome to chat 
with Dave and Aled.  

Administrator’s Report - Colin Short 

For the induction of the new caretaker as they look after the church community and the 

regular users.  To listen to and respond to those who approach me and that I may 

communicate in a way that is best for each person. 
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