
 
PCC Secretary’s Report for 2024 

I hope you have a copy of the paperwork for this evening, containing the agenda for 
this meeting, together with reports from the PCC committees and the parish 
organisations, which will, I hope show how blessed we are with so many volunteers. 
We are grateful for all they do, particularly for the young people in the Parish. 
January saw the retirement of John Catterall after 58 years as Choirmaster at 
Broughton and an Evensong attended by many ex-choristers and families. He didn’t 
want a fuss, but was obviously thrilled to see so many past choristers and he seemed 
to know them all! Thank you to the Social Committee for the refreshments 
afterwards. Harry Spencer had been interviewed by Fleur and Brendan Hurley and 
appointed to take over the role of Musical Director. 
The PCC met on six occasions in 2024 considering a variety of topics, with an 
attendance level of approx 80%. 
There are seven subcommittees of the PCC which meet and bring reports to the by-
monthly PCC meetings. The Standing Committee meets primarily to discuss and 
agree the agenda for the each PCC meeting, the first of which was in January. 
Safeguarding is an important item on each agenda and we are most grateful to our 
Safeguarding Officers Lorna Laflin and Vicki Thornley who keep the Parish compliant 
in constantly changing legislation, and ensure we fulfil our obligations. It was good to 
hear at this meeting that there is to be First Aid Training for leaders of Messy Church, 
St. John’s and St. Peter’s Jigsaws in March. 
A small subcommittee met in February, and reported to the March PCC meeting, with 
initial thoughts and plans for a Stewardship Campaign which was to be launched 
across all three Worship Centres on the 21st April. Called Time, Talents and 
Treasure, it was focus on a combination of giving time and talents and also financial 
giving to church. The campaign continued through to September/October when the 
Treasurer was able to report an increase in giving and we were able to welcome 
some new volunteers. It was this committee that considered moving to a one parish 
logo and a short strapline. Nathaniel, and Sam Walmsley brought a number of 
designs, and a consensus of one design, with modifications from Vicki Thornley 
resulted in the new logo. 
The first meeting after the Annual Meetings was, as usual, mainly a business 
meeting. Then Fleur explained about a service change at St. John’s where the 
second Sunday morning of the month was to be Eucharist. The Jigsaw children and 
Parents at both St. John’s and St. Peter’s were to begin and end in church. 
Under Safeguarding, Vicki was trying to complete an up-to-date list of Volunteers and 
she had also included a Lone Worker Policy. This was approved by the PCC and 
added to the list of Policies. 
At the July meeting, Nathaniel gave us an insight into his recent placement in 
Australia, where he said the parishes were similar to here, but covered larger areas. 
No walking from one church to another. The congregations were generally older, with 
few families and no links to local schools. He said he had enjoyed the experience but 
was happy to be back in Broughton 
On a Safeguarding issue, Vicki was concerned about a person sleeping rough at the 
Parish Hall. There were a few concerns expressed and Vicki took advice from the 
local PSCO and a contract was drafted and agreed. As a Parish we were committed 
to help him and a Mental Health Social Worker had given advice. Vicki asked that we 
pray for him to find peace and reach out for support.  
At the September PCC meeting, Fleur placed on record the increased number of 
parents and children who were in St. John’s and St. Peter’s for the start of the new 
term of Jigsaw. The new service Faith at 4 was to begin on the next Saturday at St. 
Martin’s and Messy Church would continue on the 4th Saturday of the month at 



St.Peter’s. There was a review of events from the Fundraising and Social Committee 
since the last PCC meeting, together with forward planning. 
The Parish has been selected as part of the Net Zero Carbon Demonstrator 
Churches Project and been awarded £18K. Progress on this was pending the receipt 
of a report from Mantis Energy. There are further details in the Land&Buildings with 
Parish Hall Management report in the paperwork you have received. 
The November PCC meeting was the last for 2024. Preparations had begun for the 
2025 Year of Growth and Renewal Vision 2026, with ideas for what we might do in 
Broughton Parish. The aim was to do a few things well, with a programme of Prayer, 
Study and Outreach running throughout the 2025. 
It was at this meeting that the PCC agreed unanimously to the quotation for the 
repair and restoration work to the Nave leaded and stained glass windows at St. 
John’s at an actual cost of £19,695 which is covered by money from a bequest. 
 
2024 saw a very varied programme of events organised mainly by the Fundraising 
and Social Committee and we appreciate how much hard work goes into such 
events. Who can forget the Bingo caller’s sequinned trainers? 
Thank you to Knit and Natter for all their hard work in making such delightful Easter 
and Christmas decorations. 
Warm Welcome Spaces completed its first full year at the Parish Hall, fulfilling its role 
of welcome, friendship and so much more, and continuing through the summer 
months. Thank you so much to the volunteers and particularly to Vicki and her willing 
team who provide the various refreshments. 
In the Parish Office, thank you to Kath and Barry who help Vicki, to Kath who deals 
with the Food Bank items, kindly donated by the parishioners. 
Vicki really does go above and beyond her role of Parish Administrator and, as a 
Parish, we are indebted to her for all that she does. Where would we be without her 
Posters? I, for one, am grateful for all the collating and printing of tonight’s 
paperwork. Thank you Vicki. 
Marilyn Couper, Secretary  
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       














































































