
St. John Baptist Church, Broughton

PCC Secretary’s Report for 2021
   at Annual Parish Church Meeting on 25th April 2022 

2021 continued with Covid 19 restrictions. Most of the PCC meetings were
held on Zoom and we were extremely grateful to Canon Alistair McHaffie
the Area Dean for continuing to chair most of our meetings.
Having been in vacancy for almost a year, we were delighted that the first
meeting of the PCC in January was, in fact, the Pre Section 11 meeting
chaired by Archdeacon David Picken. This began the process to appoint a
new incumbent and in normal circumstances, would have been held much
sooner.  Archdeacon  David  explained  the  further  process  and  that  the
Parish Profile had already been worked on and approved. He suggested
that  we  make  use  of  Pathways,  the  online  process  for  making
appointments.
The Section 11 meeting, also on Zoom, held in early February was a legal
requirement and had a specific agenda.  The final  version of  the Parish
Profile was formally approved. This is sent out to all clergy who request it.
We  elected  Kath  Morris  and  Brendan  Hurley  as  our  two  Parish
representatives to work with the Patrons in the appointment process. We
requested that the vacancy be advertised, which it was, by the Patrons.
The next meeting in March,  held on Zoom, was mainly concerned with
Parish Finances. Simon Worswick was at the meeting to present the Parish
Accounts 2020, on which he had carried out an Independent Examination
and he answered all the questions asked. The Accounts were approved by
a unanimous show of hands.
We had an update of the St. Martins’ Redevelopment Project, which the
PCC had received prior to the meeting. Any questions were answered.
In May, an Extraordinary PCC meeting was called by Archdeacon David,
having been petitioned by  a  number of  PCC members  and,  he had to
consider their request.
The issues raised were on governance, communication and the Parish Hall
Complex.
The archdeacon gave everyone the opportunity to ask questions, answer
them and have opinions. Archdeacon David was hoping and praying with
us that we could find a sense of unity going forward. Key decisions had
been made about the Project. All PCC members need to feel that they are
fully invested in projects for the future. David was praying with us, hoping
for us, looking to support us in moving forward and the appointment of a
new Parish Priest. The right person to work creatively with us in carrying
forward Mission in the Parish.
The next meeting of the PCC was a business meeting following the APCM,
at which the Vice-chair, Treasurer and Secretary were appointed and sub
committees were agreed. Pauline told the committee about the Services
which had restarted. Thanks to Pat Brand and Carol  Buckley, there is a
team in place for Jigsaw hoping to open in September at St. Peter’s and St.
John’s.
An extra meeting of the PCC held on 26th August and chaired by Canon
Alistair  was convened to vote for the agreement to go ahead with the
construction of the new St. Martin’s Chapel and Parish Hall Complex. All
members  were  present  bar  one  and  everyone  had  received  all  the
paperwork covering the Project. Peter Ward, chair of the Land & Building



with Parish Hall Management Committee said that the Committee would
try to answer any queries before moving forward to vote on the seven
recommendations that were listed. The committee clarified a number of
questions raised and as there were no more, Canon Alistair suggested we
move to vote on all the recommendations. The results were 80% for 4 of
the  recommendations  and  73% for  3  of  them.  Canon  Alistair  thanked
everyone and expressed what exciting times he thought we would have in
the future as we step out in faith. We could look forward to an exciting new
incumbent who would help us do wonderful things.
It was at the meeting in early September that it was confirmed that Rev.
Canon Fleur Green was to be Instituted and Inducted on 25th October and
we looked forward  to working with her  in  Mission and Outreach  in the
Parish.  Terms of  Reference for the majority of  the sub committees had
been received and together with the remaining ones will be approved at
the next meeting. Rev Pauline commented that the services times at the
Worship centres were getting back pre Covid times.  She had still  been
taking Baptisms weekly and there were weddings booked. She had taken
frequent funerals.
 Pat Brand said the Jigsaw Leaders had decided that as the numbers for
Jigsaw  were  20  and  insufficient  leaders  for  2  groups,  they  would
amalgamate at St.  Peter’s  until  after Christmas.  This was a surprise to
most of the PCC, and hopefully new leaders can be recruited soon. We are
grateful to the Jigsaw team, in particular Pat and Carol, working to restart
Jigsaw in such a difficult year.
Health and Safety is an item on each PCC agenda, no more so than during
the Covid Pandemic. We voted with a majority to retain the wearing of
masks in the Worship Centres and no to the return of refreshments after
the services. Sadly, Covid had not gone away.
We welcomed Fleur to her first PCC meeting as the Vicar of Broughton in
November and she asked us to each introduce ourselves, saying which
committees  we  served  on  and  any  other  roles.  She  spoke  of  her
expectations for the future, being aware of things that have happened in
the past, but that is the past. Fleur said she was excited about the future,
and all the good things going on in the Parish. It was at this meeting that
we welcomed  and unanimously  co-opted  Lorna  Laflin,  as  Safeguarding
Officer on to the PCC. Fleur felt  we really need to look at setting up a
Social media link. It is important  what is put on Facebook in the name of
the  Parish  and Fleur  said  she  would  do it.  She  would  want  to  do  live
streaming  of  services  but  not  on  Zoom.  Broadband  at  church  had not
previously been good enough but it was now improved. 
 
I hope you have all got a copy of the booklet containing reports for 2021
from PCC committees and organisations in the Parish.  Thank you to the
leaders  who  have  sent  me  reports  from  the  various  committees  and
organisations who were able to meet during 2020 and wish them well as
they begin to recommence their activities. When I read them it was clear
how much had gone on in the Parish in what was another difficult year and
how hard people had worked. I asked people whose roles can go unnoticed
such as the vergers and Sacristan to explain what they do. Thanks to the
wardens and deputies, sidespeople, cleaners, churchyard gardeners and
flower arrangers.
We are all so grateful to Pauline and Andrea for leading the services in
such difficult



situations. When the worship centres were closed, they produced service
sheets and Reflections week on week.
The  Parish  Office  was  truly  a  hub  for  the  Parish  again  in  2021.  Vicki
Thornley  and  her  voluntary  assistant,  Kath  Morris  have  continued  to
produce the Newsletter which was sent out by email or delivered. Thanks
must  also  go to  Brendan Hurley who as  Broughton  Outlook  editor  has
produced articles which have been interesting and informative. Vicki and
Kath have run the food bank at the office and sent food to other Food
banks. The Office has become the start  of  what will  be the hub of the
Parish when the new Parish Hall Complex is complete.

                       At first, 2021 seemed a very long year with still no Parish priest, until in
October we welcomed Fleur and her Mum to the parish. They are now so
much a part of our community and they were certainly worth waiting for.






































































