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Charity Name Southwark and Deptford Circuit  

 

   

Charity No 1134402. The Circuit was established by the Deed of Union 1932 and the 

Methodist Church Act (1976) and is a charity which was formally registered 

with the Charity Commission on 19 February 2010. 

   

Principal Address Walworth Road London SE5 0EW. 

  

Governing 
Document 

Deed of Union (1932) and the Methodist church Act (1976). 

  

Members of the 
Circuit 

The Members of the Circuit who served during the year or who were serving 

at the date of this report were: 

 

 Ministers Revd. David Gillman BD, MA (Circuit 

Superintendent) 

  Revd. David Markay. BA, MDiv (Minister)  

Revd. Robert Mpanduki MA, Dip Theo (Minister) 

Revd. Paul Weary MA, B.Sc. (Minister) 

Mr Peter Baffoe  

Mrs Winnie Baffoe BA,MSc  

Revd. Edwina Turner (Supernumerary) 

 

 Circuit Stewards  

 

Mr Desmond Sesay    

Mrs Jennifer Yankson-Lartey   

Ms Esther Adenuga 

Mr Ofori Mensah 

Mr Vidal Sumner 

Ms Bala Gnanaprgasam 
Evelyn deGraft 

 

 Bankers:  Lloyds Bank,  

Charity Aid Foundation  

 

  

 

 

 

Independent Examiner 

 

 

 

 

Ransford Grey FCCA, MBA, B.Sc (Hons)   
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Trustees  

  

• Balachandren Gnanapragasam 
• Rev Paul Weary MA B.Sc 
• Ofori Mensah 
• Felix Adoko Otabil 
• Henry Samuel Needham 
• Pamela Beatrice Williams 
• Peter Baffoe 
• Rev Edwina Turner 
• Elizabeth Ann Byworth-Morgan 
• Steve Asare 
• Vidal Sumner 
• Desmond Sesay 

 

• Nancy Chidawa 
• Oluwole Richards 
• Christine Coxen 
• Omobolaji Ibiyemi Nzekwe 
• Noel Abeoguday Quinty-Williams 
• Rev Robert Mpanduki 
• Jennifer Mabel Slaney 
• Jennifer Yankson Lartey 
• Ernest Hagan 
• James A D Thorpe 
• Sylvia Gnanapragasam 
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The Southwark and Deptford Circuit submits its report and the financial statements for the year ended 
31st August 2020. The financial statements have been prepared in the format prescribed by the 
Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities (SORP2015 (FRS102)) 
and the Financial Reporting Standard 102. The legal and administrative information set out earlier in 
this document forms part of this report. 
 
1. Structure, Governance & Management 
 
1.1 Trustees 
The governing document for the Circuit is the Deed of Union (1932) and the Methodist Church Act 
(1976). Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and 
Discipline of the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD). Day to day management 
of the Circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Leadership team (comprising the presbyters and Circuit 
Stewards) and the Local Preachers meeting.  
1.2 Training of Trustees 
The Methodist church connexion provides a range of guidance to support the effective running of the 
Circuit, including the leaflet “The Role of a Trustee in the Methodist Church”  
 
1.3 Risk Management  
 
Major risks, both physical and financial, are identified, recorded and professional advice taken as 
required. There is regular annual review process undertaken and recorded. Income and Expenditure 
is monitored in total and is compared with the approved annual budget to detect trends as part of the 
risk management process to avoid unforeseen calls on reserves.  
 
1.4 Safeguarding  
Every Person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and females in 
God’s own image and likeliness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God’s re-creation of us in 
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and 
therefore to protect them from harm. The Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to 
the following principles:  

• The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and 
adults  

• The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are 
vulnerable  

• The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there 
is informed vigilance as t the dangers of abuse.  

• The Circuit will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, 
in line with Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and 
registration with the best relevant vetting and barring schemes  

• The Circuit will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggest that an adult, 
child or young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local 
authority in any investigation  

• The Circuit will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an 
appropriate ministry of informed pastoral care  
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SOUTHWARK AND DEPTFORD CIRCUIT  
 
Report of the Independent Examiner to The Southwark and Deptford Circuit  
 
I report on the accounts of the Southwark and Deptford Circuit for the year ended 31 August 2020, 
which are set out on pages 9 to 17. 
 
Respective responsibilities of the Circuit and examiner 
The Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The Trustees consider that an audit is 
not required for this year (under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act)) and that an 
independent examination is needed. The charity’s gross income exceeds £250,000 and I am qualified 
to undertake the examination by being a qualified member of the Association of Chartered Accountants 
in England and Wales. 
 
It is my responsibility to: 
• examine the accounts (under section 145 of the 2011 Act); 
• to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners (under section 

145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act); and 
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

 
Basis of independent examiners’ report 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and 
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of explanations from you as trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 
be required in an audit and, consequently, no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 
‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 
 
Independent examiners’ statement 
I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:  
 

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the church as required by section 130 of the Act; 
or  
2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or  
3. the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content 
of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view’ which is not a matter considered as part 
of an independent examination.  

 
I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached 
 
Ransford Grey FCCA, MBA, B.Sc (Hons) 
Chartered Certified Accountant 
 
24/02/ 2021 
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10. Restricted Funds 
 
The only restricted fund held at the balance sheet date was endowment.  
 
 
 
11. Unrestricted Funds 
 
General Fund balances £2,057,695 at 31st August 2020 (2019: £1,950,279). The purpose of the 
fund is used at the discretion of the trustees in the furtherance of the general objective of the Circuit 
and which have not been designated for other purposes. 88% of this fund is held as freehold 
properties. During the year £5,500 was paid out as grants and donations from the General fund.  
 
Central Finance Board (CFB) and Cash at Bank: £191,121 (2018: £192,473) The Circuit has 
current accounts with Lloybs and CAF. The sum held on those accounts are immediately available. 
In addition, the Circuit has a deposit accounts at CFB a common deposit fund. Interest is earned on 
these accounts and credited monthly; the sums deposited can be withdrawn without notice and 
without loss if interest. These sums are viewed as being liquid 
 
 
12. Related Party Transactions  
 
The Circuit is part of the London District and is also accountable to the Methodist Conference. 
The Following Methodist Churches are linked to the Circuit:  
 
Bermondsey Central Hall 
Christ Church Dulwich  
Deptford Mission  
Herne Hill  
Manor 
Peckham 
Walworth 
 
 
 
13. Fee to External Examiner:  The External Examiner was paid £800 to examine and prepare 
the Circuit accounts.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




