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Managing Trustees Report Sept 2022 – August 2023 
 

Governance 
The Grantham and Vale of Belvoir Methodist Circuit  operates under the governance of the Methodist Conference. 
Conference is regulated by the Deed of Union 1932 and the Methodist Church Act 1976 
 

Registration with the Charity Commission 
The Grantham and Vale of Belvoir Methodist Circuit has been registered with the Charity Commission since 11th 
February 2010 with the number 1134260 
 

Circuit Mission Statement 
Our Calling is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission. 
We will seek to do this by 
 

 Offering the very best in WORSHIP 

 Introducing  JESUS as FRIEND and SAVIOUR 

 Working with OTHER CHURCHES 

 Respecting those with a DIFFERENT OUTLOOK 

 Sharing RESOURCES and NEEDS 

 Thinking GLOBALLY 
 

Nature and purpose 
Standing Order 500 of the  Constitutional Discipline and Practice of the Methodist Church states that the 
circuit is the primary unit through which churches express their inter-connection in the Body of Christ for the 
purposes of mission, mutual encouragement and help 

 

Responsibilities 
 provision of ministerial oversight and pastoral care to  its 10 churches (9 from April   2023) through  

a team of 2 presbyteral ministers, 1 authorised minister,  4 supernumerary ministers, 3 
supernumerary deacons and 3 lay workers (2 from Dec. 2022) 

 supply of lay preachers to lead worship 

 allocation of  financial and other resources 

 provision of advice though  lay officers 

 organisation of  training opportunities and other special events 

 maintenance of  3 circuit manses 
 
 

Organisation 
The circuit is an umbrella organisation serving  our congregations with 329  members and with an  additional number 
on the community roll.  One congregation is a Local Ecumenical Partnership between the Methodist and United 
Reformed Churches  
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The Circuit meeting is responsible for the affairs of the Circuit and the development of policy.  It exercises spiritual 
leadership and administrative efficiency and acts as a focal point for the working fellowship of the churches, 
overseeing their pastoral, training and evangelistic work. Currently 3 meetings are held each year when officers are 
appointed, accounts adopted, reports on circuit work received and the business of the circuit taken forward.   
Between Circuit meetings the Circuit Leadership Team is responsible for the affairs of the circuit.  It meets as 
required and consists of  
 
Rev. Tim Morris and Rev. Neil Maynard, (presbyteral ministers),  
Rev. Dr Peter Stevenson (authorised minister) 
Brian Mellors (senior circuit steward and treasurer), 
Susan Sulston, Marion Hingey-Hickson,  Pat Hiley and Frank Hedley(circuit stewards) 
Hilary Taylor (circuit administrator) 
 

Trustees 
The members of the Circuit meeting act as Trustees of the Circuit property.  There are currently 47 trustees, being 
the presbyteral ministers, the supernumerary ministers and deacons, the Circuit stewards, the Circuit treasurer and  
other Circuit office holders, Circuit lay workers and the treasurers and stewards of each church together with 
representatives of its constituent congregations. The circuit administrator acts as meeting secretary 
Trustees are- 
 
Rev. Tim Morris 
Rev. Neil Maynard 
Rev. Dr Peter Stevenson 
Brian Mellors  
Marion Hingley Hickson 
Susan Sulston 
Pat Hiley 
Pamela Harrison 
Deacon Lois Bell 
Rev. Graham Coleman 
Rev. Peter Sulston 
Hilary Taylor 
Sarah Hobbs 
Eleri Bristow (until Dec 2022) 
Peter Broekhuizen  
Lynn Mellors  
John Eagles  
Hazel Wallis  
Audrey Cawthorn  
Max Teare 
Jean Breckenridge  
Denhys Lambley   
Chris Morgan  
Mark Harrison 
Helen Scorror 
Wendy Winfield  (until April 2023) 
Roger Winfield  (until April 2023) 
John Crookes  
David Woodcock  
Anne Woodcock  
Jane Bancroft  



Paul Bancroft  
David Atkins  
Mavis Beeson 
Cynthia Prater  
John Prater  
Richard Scoffield  
Janet Thacker  
Dorothy Jacklin  
Carole Boyle  
Amy Kirton  
Christine Whittle  
Val Henstock 
Pat Whyte 
John Hunter 
Frank Hedley 
Geoff Cawthorn 
Elaine Robinson 
David Taylor 
Louise Ritchie 
 
 
 

Contact address 
Rev. Tim Morris 
32 Mallow Way 
Bingham 
Nottingham 
NG13 8TZ 
 

 
 
Related Parties 
The Circuit forms part of the Nottingham and Derby District of the Methodist Church and is also accountable to the 
Methodist Conference 
 
The Circuit comprises the following local churches 
Bingham  Bottesford  ChristChurch Local Ecumenical Partnership Grantham 
Colsterworth  Cropwell Bishop (until April 2023) Cropwell Butler 
East Bridgford  Great Gonerby  Harrowby Lane Grantham Skillington 
 
Policies 
The following Circuit policies are in place:  Mission, Reserves, Safeguarding, Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, 
Disability, Data Protection 
   

Outturn 
Over the year the Circuit received £183,491.56 in  income and incurred £180,294.16 expenditure, thereby achieving 
a surplus of £3197.40 
Total assets stand at £720,512. A reduction of1009.18  on 2021- 22 
 
 
 



Income 
The Circuit derives its income chiefly through  assessment payments from circuit churches, contributions from some 
churches towards the employment of a lay worker, the sale of property and the renting out of one former chapel and 
one manse 
 

Reserves Policy 
The Circuit Reserves Policy is appended to this report 
 

Independent  Examiner 
Mr Chris Annan 
 

Bank details 
 
Virgin Money 
Formerly The Yorkshire Bank 
11 Smithy Row 
Nottingham 
NG1 2AU 
 
 

Review of activities Sept 2022 – Aug 2023 
 
Worship 
There has been a full return to worshipping in person and a full range of activities and various styles of worship take 
place across our churches.   Live streaming/YouTube continue to be used and printed worship material is emailed 
weekly to members and posted to those not on-line. Weekly worship material is also uploaded onto the Circuit 
website. 
The Circuit followed the Bible Month studies in the book of Revelation when 4 Sundays were given to studies in this 
book 
 
Staff 
In September 2022 we welcomed Rev. Tim Morris as Circuit superintendent and presbyter in the west of the Circuit.  
Tim has oversight of Bingham, East Bridgford, Cropwell Bishop and Cropwell Butler churches 
The Circuit now employs two lay workers,  one administrator and one Youth and Families worker 
The lay pastoral worker (East) working chiefly in Bottesford and Orston served until she left the circuit in December, 
8 months before they end of her contract to take up a similar post nearer home. We are grateful for all she achieved 
in 2+ years 
The Families and Youth worker (Bingham East Bridgford and Flintham) has had a successful year running Bible 
explorers lunch clubs in 3 schools and taking assemblies in another.  Contact has also been made with the recently 
opened Bingham Primary School.  Church-based “Messy Church” activities continue with good attendance in 
Bingham and East Bridgford as also  the Board Games Club(11-18 year olds) and Who Let the Dads Out (male carers 
and small children) at Bingham. The Flintots mother and toddler group has been discontinued in favour of 
concentrating on special events in Flintham.  Sarah continues to work ecumenically with Anglican colleagues in East 
Bridgford and in Bingham where  she supports the monthly all-age worship.  In addition to training and networking 
days Sarah has undertaken a Coaching for Christian Leaders course run by the Methodist Connexion 
 
During the year we began compiling documentation to recruit an outreach worker based at Harrowby Lane church in 
Grantham 
 



In September senior steward Brian Mellors took on the role of Circuit treasurer and Frank Hedley was appointed as 
an additional Circuit steward 
Plan/Local preachers 
A full preaching plan continues to operate across the Circuit, despite some local preachers now not able to take 
appointments. Local arrangements now figure quite frequently and trustees are grateful to the worship leaders who 
undertake them. 
We welcomed one additional worship leader at Bingham who is also to continue her training as a local preacher 
 
Churches 
Following a very well-attended final service of thanksgiving and celebration permission to cease worship at Cropwell 
Bishop was obtained at the April District Synod 
 
Trusteeship  
The Circuit has continued to address issues raised by the Conference resolution to raise the required number of 
church trustees to 12.  Conversations have continued exploring ways churches with small memberships might join 
with others  or be more closely linked 
 
Mission 
Based on the responses to a previous questionnaire sent to the churches a Circuit Mission Plan 2023-6 has been 
drawn up and will go for approval/ adoption to the next Circuit meeting 
 
Safeguarding  
The Circuit safeguarding officer and the superintendent have completed a safeguarding audit as recommended by 
the District and the issues high-lighted are being addressed. 
The Circuit Safeguarding policy was adopted for another year and that recommended for churches was circulated to 
church councils 
Within the Circuit 47  have undertaken advanced level Creating Safer Space training as obligatory for the positions 
they hold 
 
Further compliance 
Data protection  -   the circuit and all its churches have completed the now annual checklist for submitting to the 
District who in turn make an annual return to the Trust for Methodist Church Purposes. This ensures good practice 
under GDPR regulations 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion  -  training has recently been introduced and is currently being rolled out to the 
Circuit with good initial take up. Again this is obligatory for some roles 
 
Giving 
A grant of £1,000 was made to the Lightspace organisation which works with Grantham schools. This enabled 2 
further volunteers to be taken on and more training provided 
A further Easter offering collection was organised resulting in £929 for the Methodist World Mission Fund 
Methodist Homes Sunday was observed in July and from donations received and other fundraising £991 has been 
sent to MHA 
 
Warm Spaces 
As a response to high utility bills and the general cost of living crisis 6 circuit churches opened to offer a warm 
environment through the winter months 
 
Circuit events 
A gathering of our young people was held this year in Bottesford  and the annual circuit family outing to Sutton on 
Sea took place in August. Both were very successful 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 


