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Doncaster Methodist Circuit 

ANNUAL REPORT (CONTINUED) 

Year Ended 31st August 2021 

To conclude this section of the Report. As we enter a third year of pandemic, there remain further challenges to 
the Circuit and its Churches. However, the previous two years have brought forth initiatives that would not have 
been dreamed of in 2018. With God's grace, the Circuit will continue to meet these challenges and grasp the new 
possibilities. 

RESERVES POLICY 

The Reserves Policy relates to the general (unrestricted) funds which are freely available to be used for any or all 
of the purposes of the Circuit. Other funds are also included for the sake of clarity and openness and to show that 
the Circuit has a policy for the management of all of its money not simply those which are defined as reserves. 

Aims 

Our aim is twofold:-

Process 

To secure and sustain the Circuit's viability and future. 
To give reassurance to the general public that the Circuit, which is a charity, intends to use all of the 
money coming into its care for the purposes of the charity. 

The financial policy of the Circuit is centred on the role of the Circuit Budget in implementing policy through 

The calculation of the Assessment; and 
The stewardship of the Circuit Model Trust Fund 

The Assessment, which is reviewed annually, provides essentially for:-

The ministerial oversight of the churches in the circuit (numbering approximately 20); 
The support of ministers and lay workers. 
The maintenance of circuit Manses; 
The District Assessment, by means of which the Circuit helps to support the work of the Sheffield 
Methodist District and the Methodist Connexional Team. 

In addition, the Circuit supports various aspects of lay work at its member churches either by direct grants from its 
Circuit Model Trust Fund or by procuring grants from other sources. 

Reserves 

The fund balances at 31 August 2021 are 

General Fund (unrestricted reserves) balance £175,325 (2020:£262,130) funds are held partly in a clearing bank 
current account and partly with the Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church. The aim of the Circuit is to 
maintain this fund at approximately three months unrestricted expenditure, currently approximately 
£100,000.  

Rossington MC Fund (designated fund) balance £18,261 (2020:£18,261). 
These are funds received after Rossington Church ceased to worship. 

Carr House Wesley MC Fund (designated fund) balance £31,164 (2020:£30,379). 
These are funds received after Carr House Wesley Church ceased to worship. 
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Manses Maintenance Fund (designated fund) balance £39,949 (2020:£41,485). 
The purpose of this fund is to maintain Manses in a good state of repair. The policy is to transfer into the account 
each year an agreed amount in line with the recommendations of the Methodist Property Office. The balance at 
any one time represents the as yet unexpended portion of any transfers. 

Circuit Model Trust Fund (formerly known as Circuit Advance Fund) (designated fund) balance £199,069 
(2020:£235,006). This represents capital money from the proceeds of sale of Methodist property, principally 
chapels and manses. The expenditure must be in accordance with the objectives set out in the document "Our 
Calling". And with the rules set out on the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church .. 

Methodist Women in Britain Fund (designated fund) balance £140 (2020:£140) 
This represents the net unexpended income arising from the activities arranged by the committee concerned, and 
are intended to be used towards similar such activities arranged in the future. 

The Farsi Fund (designated fund) balance £546 (2020:£Nil). 
This fund contains monies received in grants to support the work, including the salary of the Lay Worker, amongst 
Farsi speakers in our congregation. The balance at any one time represents the as yet unexpended portion of such 
grants. 

Children, Young People, Missing Generation (designated fund) balance £4,318 (2020:£4,218) This fund 
contains monies set aside for the work of this group. The balance at any one time represents the as yet unexpended 
portion of such grants. 

RE Godly Play (unrestricted designated fund) balance £17,198 (2020:£14,128) 
This fund contains monies received in grants and donations from various sources to support work within schools. 
The balance at any one time represents the as yet unexpended portion of such grants. 

Bequest Fund (designated fund) balance £75,692 (2020:£76,477) 
This fund is held with the TMCP, being funds transferred during the year to the Circuit after Carr House Wesley 
Church ceased to meet. 

Fund for Fixed Assets (designated fund) balance £801,370 (2020:£822,467) 
This fund contains no cash element, and comprises the value of the Manses(six) of the Circuit. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

The Circuit Meeting has assessed the major risks to which the Charity is exposed, in particular those related to the 
operation, investment and finances of the Circuit. By monitoring the level of reserves, ensuring control over 
financial systems and by examining the operational risk faced by the Charity, the Circuit believes that effective 
systems have been established to mitigate those risks. 

Insurance, including public liability, is effected through Methodist Insurance Ltd. Circuit office holders have 
attended courses on Risk Assessment conducted by Methodist Insurance Ltd and by Sheffield Methodist District, 
in the interests of training them in the assessment of risk pertaining to the Circuit, both directly in respect of its 
own activities and properties (Manses) which it owns, but also indirectly in respect of its member churches. 
Although the latter are separate Charities in their own right, the Circuit, through its Circuit Meeting and its various 
committees, seeks to ensure that its member churches follow good practice in their activities, particularly with 
reference to their financial systems and the condition of their properties 

Signed on behalf of the Circuit 

AMendum 

Dated:- 7th July 2022 
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Statement of Financial Activities: Year Ended 31st August, 2021 

2021 2020 

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total 

Note £ £ £ £ 

INCOME 

Donations & Legacies 

Grants 11,513 11,513 14,000 

Donations & Gift Aid Tax recovered 1,746 1,746 190 

Transfer from Churches 785 785 89,655 

Other Receipts 

Charitable Activities 

Church Assessments 215,252 215,252 317,456 

Investment Income 

Investment Income 2 1,227 1,227 4,545 

Manse Rents 28,512 28,512 26,630 

Other Income 

Sale of Churches 204,249 

TOTAL INCOME 259,035 259,035 656,725 

EXPENDITURE 

Expenditure on raising funds 

- Investment Management Costs 620 620 58 

Exependiture on Charitable Activities 

Ministerial Costs 3 146,366 146,366 141,785 

Supernumeraries 192 192 1,482 

Grant 7,250 7,250 6,500 

Farsi Project 9,454 9,454 7,010 

Circuit Administrator 13,039 13,039 12,354 

Pastors 62,133 62,133 51,465 

Manse Costs 4 34,141 34,141 31,401 

Connexional Costs 5 82,370 82,370 73,895 

Children, Young People & Missing Generation 500 500 

Godly Play 18,943 18,943 17,405 

Other Costs, donations & grants 6 9,144 

Depreciation 

3,989 3,989 

21,097 

Independent Examiner's Fees 600 600 600 

21,097 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 400,694 379,597 374,196 

NET (EXPENDITURE) (141,659) (120,562) 282,529 

Funds b/f 1st September 2020 1,504,691 1,504,691 1,222,162 

Funds c/f 31st August 2021 10 1,363,032 1,384,129 1,504,691 

-
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Balance Sheet as at 31st August, 2021 

Note 

Tangible Fixed Assets (Manses) 8 

Fixed Asset Investments (At Market Value) 9 

Current Assets 

Cash at Bank: HSBC pk 

MWiD Cash at Bank 

Central Finance Board Deposit Ne 

Debtors: Sundry 

Prepayments - incl. Stipends Quarterly in advance 

Current Liabilities: Amounts falling due within one year 

Income received in Advance 

Creditors & Accruals 

NET ASSETS 

Restricted Funds 

Unrestricted Funds 

General Fund 

Rossington M C 

Carr House Wesley M C 

Circuit Model Trust Fund 

Bequest Fund 

Manses Maintenance Fund 

Farsi Fund 

MWiD 

Children, Young People & Missing Generation 

Godly Play 

Fund for Fixed Assets 

10 

45,549 

140 

271,159 

1,906 

12,513 

66,237 

5,113 

2021 

£ 

801,370 

301,745 

331,267 

(71,350) 

1,363,032 

175,325 

18,261 

31,164 

199,069 

75,692 

39,949 

546 

140 

4,318 

17,198 

801,370 

1,363,032 

56,913 

140 

304,055 

2,068 

12,326 

3,830 

The financial statements on pages 8 to 13 were approved by the Doncaster Methodist Circuit on 7th July 2022 

and signed on its behalf by:-

Rev T. Read 

Superintendent Minister 

A. Mendum

Circuit Steward (Finance) 
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2020 

£ 

822,467 

310,552 

375,502 

(3,830) 

1,504,691 

262,130 

18,261 

30,379 

235,006 

76,477 

41,485 

4,218 

14,128 

822,467 

1,504,691 

140 140
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