
Vicar’s Report 

Aims and Objectives 

In a broken world: We seek to live out the love of God in all we do by 
Making Jesus known, Building Jesus Kingdom, Bringing hope to a broken world 

Significant Activities 
Church life continued to be affected by the ongoing pandemic and accompanying restrictions. Numbers of 
projects were delayed (monastic garden) or cancelled (800th celebration events). Church time and energy 
continued to be focussed on our response to the pandemic. 

Providing: opportunities for worship and prayer for all the congregations 
Communication:  Keeping the congregation connected to what was happening in Church life. 
Delivering quality pastoral care in changing situations 

 Maintaining; the fabric, finances and governance in good order. 
 

Worship and Prayer  
The year started with a further lockdown from after Christmas to Holy week and a return to Sunday 
worship on Zoom.  
After Easter In-person Church restarted with Sunday morning, Sunday Afternoon reflective worship and 
Wednesday Holy Communion at St Peters. There was also a monthly worship service at St Johns and 
weekly worship at Upton. 
When worshiping in Church we Live Streamed services. In September thanks to a generous donation and 
a bequest we were able to fully upgrade our AV system and streaming equipment. As well as broadcasting 
our Sunday services the upgrade has also enabled us to stream weddings and funeral services a huge 
benefit for those families self-isolating or unable to travel.  
Sunday worship was wonderfully and flexibly supported by Music Group and Choir, as we shaped our 
worship round the ever-changing guidelines. Thank you to Andrew for his flexibility and musical skills. 
 
A few worship highlights from the year were:  
The 800th anniversary service outside the front of St Peters, a wonderful witness to the wider 
community, an opportunity to worship with our Methodist friends and ice cream afterwards. 
Wild Church: Outside with real fire all age activities was also very popular (thank you to Laurence for 
carving the wooden toadstool and making the benches)  
Gospel Choir: Advent morning service was led by a visiting Gospel choir it was a wonderful time of 
praise and worship 
St Johns outdoor Christmas service with the youth band and congregation that overflowed onto the road 
 

Morning Prayer on line with Zoom on Tuesdays and Thursdays has continued to be a wonderful 
supportive community of prayer of over 20 members. 

Wedding and Funeral services: returned to the building. 

Communication 
The newsletter: The weekly newsletter continued to be written, edited and distributed, though as lock 
down ended the contributions from the wider congregation became more limited and the need for the 
move to a monthly newsletter became apparent. Peter Whittam who has been our Webmaster for many 
years stepped down from the role, though continuing to provide help and wisdom. A big thankyou to Peter 
for many years of often unseen hard work and faithful support of Church. 



Safeguarding:  
Monique took over the role of Safeguarding officer, thank you to Alastair for his work in the role. We will 
be needing to appoint an additional safeguarding officer to work alongside Monique. 

Pastoral care 
With in-person worship returning the pattern of Phone calls, texts, WhatsApp messages, doorstep socially 
distanced visits, flower gifts, prayer bowl, Christmas gifts, mothering Sunday flowers, street and 
churchyard conversations gradually transitioned to a more sustainable pattern of pastoral care. special 
thanks to Anne, Avril, Sue and Bev.  
One of the wider lessons across the Church of England has been the significant benefit Church members 
and leaders have found from belonging to a small group in church life. Developing and expanding study 
and fellowship groups should be a priority over the next few years. 

Youth and Children’s Work 
Young Church at St Peter’s restarted on the first Sunday of the month in term time. Opening the Young 
Church nativity to children from school as well as Church was a great success, many thanks to Kathryn 
and Sian for heading up this important area in Church life 
Voice the joint church and School singing project operated successfully on line and then in person. We 
continue to have a thriving group at St Peters on Thursday after School, who input into  
Youth Work; there was no church youth work at St Peter’s over the year. 

 

Fabric, finances and governance. 

Finance:  The full details are in the treasurer’s report; many thanks to Clive (treasurer) and to Pauline 
(stewardship recorder) and to all who supported church with their financial generosity.  

Governance:  The PCC conducted all its regular business and grappled with difficult and challenging 
issues as well. Thank you to Robert (lay PCC chair) and Jeanette (PCC secretary) and all the PCC 
members. A special thank you to Robert who is retiring as Lay Chair, he has been a rock or support, a 
great source of wisdom, and a privilege to work alongside. 

Church Wardens: Our four Church wardens, Bill, Lynda, Alison and Clive; have done an amazing Job 
over the last year, much of it unseen they fully deserve our huge appreciation. 

Fabric: Looking after the buildings and churchyard is never straightforward, doing so while also adhering 
to the ever-changing regulations has been very challenging. Who would have thought we would use Co2 
monitors in Church and rooms to keep people safe! 

Projects: Progress on the monastic garden continued but slowly, as did the plans for a new stained-glass 
window in the St Peters Rooms. 

Ministry: 

My special thanks to all the members of the Ministry Team who share in this exciting ministry and 
without whom so much that we do would not happen - Avril, Anne, Steve, and Bev and Lynne who joined 
us at the end of the year. 

Thanks too to the wider team of licensed and ordained ministers who lead worship and support the team, 
Keith, Sue, Pamela and Simon.  

 



Counting the numbers: 

Attendance;  
Was impacted negatively by the pandemic in a number of ways:  
High infection levels meant those isolating or needing to self-isolate were absent. 
Visits to family and friends could now take place and catching up with people impacted attendance. 
Drift away some folks got out of the pattern of worship and simply stopped coming. 
 
 October in person count  

2020  Sunday attendance 82 including 4 children 
2021  Sunday Attendance 128 including 17 children 
2021  Weekly attendance 149 including 17 children 
 
Pastoral Offices 
Weddings 16 
Funerals and Memorial services 35 
Baptisms 15 
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