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August 2023 

 

Dear Friends 

 

I am writing to invite all members of Fulwood Methodist Church to attend a short meeting 

of the General Church Meeting (GCM) after the morning service on Sunday 10th 

September.  At this meeting we will bring the names of the new Stewards/Leadership 

Team for your approval of appointment.  There will also be appointments of members to 

the Church Council and representatives to the Circuit Meeting.  Once these appointments 

have been confirmed the new Leadership Team can begin the work of its wider remit 

which has been agreed by the Church Council in resolutions passed at their meeting in 

June. (If you want to know more please ask). 

 

Attached to this letter is a brief personal statement and photo of those members who 

have agreed to have their names put forward for appointment to the Leadership Team.     

 

It has not been possible to collate a full report of activities throughout the church for this 

meeting so I will try and give you a quick resumé of what has been happening throughout 

the church family over the past 16 months.   

 

 We hope that as we all settle into our new roles a comprehensive activities report will be 

available for the GCM in Spring 2024. 

 

Over the past year most of our pre-Covid church activities have resumed and indeed are 

beginning to flourish with bigger attendances than in 2021-22. I hope it serves to remind 

us all just how much goes on at our church besides Sunday morning worship.    

 

Youth, Children and Family work 

 

Sunday Club is thriving and numbers seem to grow each week!  Thanks to all the 

leaders who are constantly providing new challenges for the youngsters to explore the 

bible and understand more about our Christian faith.   

The Sunday Group (formerly known as OMG) is being relaunched with a view to 

meeting for breakfast with perhaps a time for parents to meet for bible study and 

discussion.  

A group of young people from Fulwood will join a wider group from the Circuit to go to 

3Generate in the autumn. This is a national event for all children and young people within 

Methodism to meet and enjoy music, drama, activities and time to talk of God over a 

weekend together.  

Messy Church is an opportunity for families to meet together for craft activities, food and 

a bible message.  If you’ve never been, now is the time to try it! 

Toddlers Club has increased its numbers again and each Friday morning the Church 

Hall buzzes with the young children enjoying playing with the large toys whilst their 

parents and carers enjoy a cuppa and chat.  I believe their toasted fruit loaf is in great 

demand! 

The Escape Club for the 7-11year olds has also grown, the main limitation being the 

number of staff who are willing to help supervise the activities.  It is hoped that after the 

summer holidays the older group will be able to restart but we do need some extra adult 
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help if this is to succeed.  Please speak to Darren if you or someone in your family would 

like to help. We are one of the few churches in Preston where youngsters are able to 

meet in this way and there is a real need to provide this kind of activity for our community. 

All the uniformed organisations supporting our young people have been busy 

encouraging them to learn new skills and enjoying plenty of outdoor activities.  Rainbows, 

Brownies and Guides have been meeting regularly with lots of exciting activities for girls 

of all ages.  The Brownies have now got a few vacancies as older girls progress to the 

guide group.  However, as always there is a need for more helpers.  Several leaders 

have now left to go to university this summer so, to allow them to cater for the same 

number of girls, there will need to be more helpers. 

The 4th Fulwood Scout Group celebrates it’s 80th birthday this year and on 10th October 

there will be a special parade service to commemorate this anniversary.  The newest part 

of the Scout Group is the Squirrel Drey which began in July, providing activities for 4-

6year olds.  Twelve boys and girls were enrolled in Junly and have enjoyed a range of 

activities already including a family day at Waddecar Scout Camp where they tried out all 

sorts of new adventures.   

 

Church Life and Outreach 

Sunday Worship each week is now regularly transmitted over Zoom to those who are 

unable to attend church for whatever reason, but most of our congregation have returned 

to face-to-face worship.  There have been a wide variety of services offered both on 

Sunday morning and during the week.  A regular Communion service is held on most 

Wednesday mornings and Alternative Church has been meeting every 6 weeks or so at 

the Black Bull pub where attendees enjoy a meal together and discuss matters of faith. 

We recently held a Café All Together service on Sunday morning and Breakfast 

Church meets several times a year. Because of the shortage of preachers we regularly 

have a ‘Local Arrangement” which involves members of the church working together to 

present the morning worship.  We have lots more people now offering to take part in 

worship by reading, drama, music and prayers and this is well received by the 

congregation.  We enjoy a variety of music via the organ, clavinova, choir, worship band 

and ad hoc contributions by other musicians.  There is a wealth of talent out there so if 

you would like to be part of the music in the church in any way I’m sure Mavis Fletcher or 

the band group would love to hear from you. 

We have seen many new families coming to our church and we welcome the diversity 

and enthusiasm they bring to our Church Family.  If you see someone you don’t know 

please speak to them and you will be surprised how wonderful it is to get to know new 

people!  It is also lovely to see our regular visitors from the L’Arche community who also 

meet on a Thursday morning again for their Soup and Craft time.  

Our regular weekday activities are welcoming many new visitors for Tuesday morning 

coffee, and on Welcome Wednesday friends are enjoying their bacon and sausage 

snacks as well as soup, brunches and home-made fruit crumbles and scones!  The New 

to You Stall is open both mornings and many beautiful bargains are to be found.  Thanks 

to all our regular team of helpers and cooks without whom we could not provide this 

community service.  Throughout the winter months our church was one of the designated 

Warm Spaces by Lancashire County Council who provided a small grant so that we could 

help those in most need.  

Regular church groups meet throughout the week, particularly in the winter months. 

These include the AM Club (men’s group), Tuesday at Two (ladies group), Farmers’ 
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Markets (bi-monthly), Book Club (monthly), Bible study groups, Community Choir 

(weekly) and the Knitting Group (weekly).  This list is not exhaustive!!  Please see the 

weekly notices either online, via email or hard copy from church each Sunday for up-to-

date information.  We hope there is something for everyone. 

  

Property and Finance 

Without these two important groups our church would not be able to function.  We have a 

wonderful regular team of ladies and gentlemen who, along with our paid Cleaner, keep a 

close eye on all aspects of the structure, decoration and general maintenance of the 

building as well as cleaning throughout each week. Thanks to this dedicated group. 

The Church Finance Group meet regularly to make sure that we are making proper use 

of all our income and keeping a careful watch on our outgoings.  They do long term 

planning so that major items can be funded as needed and the church is maintained and 

supported in the best way.  A church the size of ours costs a lot of money to maintain, but 

we also have to support our ministers and lay workers financially within the Circuit.  As a 

registered charity with the Charity Commission, all our finances must be clearly 

accounted and regularly audited.  We are very fortunate to have some very skilled and 

experienced people working in this team and thank them for their hard work throughout 

the year to keep us solvent but also to support others in time of need. 

 

I hope this letter provides a snapshot of all that we do in the name of Christ in our 

community and beyond. A big thank you to all who help us provide a major presence of 

the Church in action in our community.  If you would like to become more involved and 

support any of our activities, please do not hesitate to speak up!  If you think there are 

activities we should be doing but not providing at present, please let us know and we will 

see where we can be ever more active and engaging.   

 

Thank you to everyone for being part of Fulwood Methodist Church and its mission 

amongst God’s people everywhere. 

 

Margaret Squire 

Church Council Secretary 
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SECTION A

£ £ £ £

a1 RECEIPTS Note

a2 Offerings and Tax recovered 90,723 90,723 97,474

a3
Bank and CFB interest and 
Investment income 831 831 71

a4 Lettings 7,001 7,001 5,707

a5 Other receipts 35,119 3,823 38,942 41,245

a6 TOTAL RECEIPTS 133,674 3,823 137,497 (a7) 144,497

SECTION B

b1 PAYMENTS

b2 Circuit Assessment or Share 90,500 90,500 90,000

b3 Donations 3,265 2,198 5,463 5,625

b4 Repairs and Maintenance 14,881 14,881 4,227

b5
Utilities (Insurances, water 
charges, heating & lighting) 19,934 19,934 16,786

b6

b7 Other payments 26,978 295 27,273 27,962

b8 TOTAL PAYMENTS                        155,558 2,493 158,051 (b9) 144,600

SECTION C

c1
NET RECEIPTS/PAYMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR            (a6-b8)  (21,885) 1,330  (20,554)  (103)

c2

Total funds brought forward from 
last year

33,961 22,634 56,595 (c6) 56,698

c3 (c1+c2) 12,077 23,964 36,040 56,595

c4 Transfers and adjustments 8,958  (8,958) (c7)

c5 TOTAL FUNDS AT END OF YEAR  (c3+c4) 21,035 15,006 36,040 (c8) 56,595 (c6)

SECTION D

£ £

d1 604

d2 3,205 3,580

d3 3,656 2,975

d4 153 604

Church

d

FOR INFORMATION ONLY: MONEY RECEIVED AND PASSED ON TO  EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS                                

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2023

Unrestricted 
Funds

Restricted 
Funds

Totals this 
year

Totals last 
year

Fulwood Methodist

BALANCE STILL TO BE PAID                     (d1+d2-d3)

Sub total                                                               

Balance brought forward from last year

Offerings/Gifts - received for external organisations

Offerings/Gifts  - passed to external organisations

(these amounts are not to be included in total receipts/payments figures 

FULWOOD METHODIST YEAR END ACCOUNTS - UNAUDITED.xls
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Church

SECTION E Please follow the Guidance Notes to complete this page

INTERNAL 
ORGANISATIONS Receipts Payments

Net Receipts/ 
Payments  Adjustments

Opening 
balances Closing balances

e1

e2

e3

e4

e5

e6

e7

e8
Sub total of Internal 
Organisations funds (e11) (e12)

e9

Church accounts (totals 
brought forward from page 
2 - totals column) 137,497 (a7) 158,051 (b9) (20,554) (c7) 56,595 (c6) 36,040 (c8)

e10

TOTAL CASH FUNDS HELD 
BY CHURCH 137,497 158,051 (20,554) 56,595 (x) 36,040 (y)

Continue on a separate sheet 
if necessary and bring the 
totals forward

TOTAL 
PAYMENTS

SECTION F

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES

CHURCH - CASH FUNDS HELD at 31 August 2023
OPENING 

BALANCES
CLOSING 

BALANCES

f1 74 55

f2  (913) 11

f3 46,795 27,896

f4 10,235 7,641

f5 404 437

f6

f7 56,595 (c6) 36,040 (c8)

f8 (e11) (e12)

f9 56,595 (x) 36,040 (y)

SECTION G At At         

OTHER ASSETS and LIABILITIES
1 September 2022 31 August 2023

g1 1,015 1,015

g2 5,767,856 TBC

g3 Other Assets 81,074 TBC

g4

g5

g1 Include any other investments (not the cash element of TMCP trusts accounts this is included in line f5
f5 Include only Funds held at Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

Central Finance Board

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

Other funds

Other  Liabilities                

Total funds held by Internal Organisations (the closing 
balance total from above) (e12)

f4 Include only Funds held at the Central Finance Board

Investments (include Endowments)

Bank Deposit Account

SUMMARY OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS AND INTERNAL ORGANISATIONS REPORTING TO THE CHURCH COUNCIL

Land & Buildings (see notes re Insurance value)

SUB TOTAL - Church accounts 

Loan(s) - show amount outstanding at year end

TOTAL CASH FUNDS HELD BY CHURCH

Fulwood Methodist

Summary of the Church accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 and Internal Organisations reporting to the Church Council/Church Meeting. Note that the funds of 
an Internal Organisation would normally be Restricted funds unless it could be clearly shown that they could be used for any Methodist purpose.   This section must be 
completed to arrive at the gross income and expenditure totals of the Church. If gross income exceeds the Accruals threshold, then the Accruals method of accounting 
AND A DIFFERENT FORM must be used to report the accounts (see Methodist website).  Please refer to the guidance notes regarding transfers between the District 
and connected  District Organisations. 

TOTAL RECEIPTS

Cash in hand

Bank Current Account
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Name of Church ……………………………………………………………  No………..

Declarations and Scrutiny

Signature of treasurer ………………………………………………………   Date……………………..

Name and address of treasurer ………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………….  Post Code………………

Presentation to the Church trustees

Signature of the Chair of the meeting  ……………………………………………………………………

Name of the Chair of the meeting  …………………………………………… Date ……………………

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the 

Fulwood MethodistChurch

Charity Number 1133929

Responsibilities and basis of report

* delete or circle as appropriate

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of Fulwood Methodist Church for the year 
ended 31 August 2023 set out on pages 2 to 3.  As the Church’s trustees, you are responsible for the 
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’). 

I report in respect of my examination of the Church’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the Act 
and, in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity 
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I confirm that these Receipt and Payment based accounts for the year to 31 August 2023 have been 
prepared from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church 
trustees.

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 were/will be* presented 
to the meeting of the Church trustees held on ……………..
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Fulwood Methodist Church  No 1133929

Independent Examiner’s Statement

         the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or 
         the accounts do not accord with the accounting records.

Signature of independent examiner   ………………………………………………………………….

Name of independent examiner  ……………………………………………………………………….

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner  ………………………………………

Name of firm (where appropriate)  ………………………………………………………………………

Address  ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………..  Post Code  ………………

Date  …………………………………………

*  delete or circle as appropriate

Form Review May-23

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached.

I have/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for Methodist 
Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance Board of 
the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at the 
balance sheet date.

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in 
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed below*) which give me cause to believe 
that in, any material respect:

FULWOOD METHODIST YEAR END ACCOUNTS - UNAUDITED.xls 5 of 5






