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KENDAL METHODIST CIRCUIT
England & Wales · Charity number 1133922

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Previously excepted

Registered 2010-02-01

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 7 Bramble Close
Kendal
Cumbria
LA9 6FF

Phone 01539 720513

Email kendal.circuit@gmail.com

Website kendalmethodistcircuit.org.uk

Activities

Objects: The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the date of
union the advancement of -(a) the Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline
of the Methodist Church;(b) any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, district, circuit,
local or other organisation of the Methodist Church;(c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any
society or institution subsiduary or ancillary to the Methodist Church;(d) any purpose for the time being of any
charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church.

Activities: The Kendal Methodist Circuit is part of the Cumbria Methodist District. The Circuit supports
Methodist Churches in Kendal and the surrounding area in their mission and outreach.

Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services, Acts As
An Umbrella Or Resource Body

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities
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Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL.

• Cumbria

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-08-31 £209,843 £227,487 - -

2024-08-31 £208,786 £196,564 - -

2023-08-31 £357,337 £229,768 - -

2022-08-31 £181,543 £162,079 - -

2021-08-31 £187,395 £153,128 - -

2020-08-31 £171,542 £178,159 - -
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Rev Melanie Jayne Greenall Chair 2020-09-04

ALAN GARDNER

Ann Bradley 2022-06-20

BARBARA FRYERS

BARBARA HOLDSWORTH 2015-11-01

DUNCAN TISDALE JOHN THORNTON 2019-05-16

David Brian Barnes 2023-10-09

Dr ANDREW CHARLES SKINNER 2018-09-12

EILEEN MARY WALTERS 2014-12-06

FREDERIC PENNINGTON

GRACE WHITAKER 2015-02-23

IRENE MCKAY 2009-02-28

JANE ELIZABETH JONES 2019-01-21

NICK BURD

Peter Derek Gregson 2018-06-21

RICHARD JOHN WARWICK JONES 2019-01-28

Rev Barbara Joyce Fairburn 2021-08-31

Rev John Morton 2023-02-22

Rev Tiras Philip Dainty-Share 2022-09-01

Rev WENDY THORNTON 2014-09-01

SYLVIA MARY FRIEND

Stephen Anthony Hitchcock 2015-06-22

Stuart Helliwell

Susan Elizabeth Gardner 2022-02-22

Thomas Kelsall Huddleston 2024-02-21

WILLEM BROEKHUIZEN BSC MBE
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Registered Charity Number:  1133922 
Email:  kendal.circuit@gmail.com 

 

Annual Charity Commission report  September 2023 to August 2024 

The circuit continued to work to support the life and mission of the Methodist Church in Kendal and 
surrounding area.   

The circuit was very pleased to affirm the probationary minister working with the churches in the Kent Estuary 
section in his ministry.   During the year another presbyter unfortunately had some time away from ministry  
due to illness and support for that person and the churches they had pastoral charge of was provided by the 
circuit.  The circuit leadership team was encouraged, when following a period of discernment, the circuit 
meeting was pleased to appoint a new circuit steward. 

The sale of two chapels progressed during the year.  One chapel was sold and the funds released for missional 
purposes; the process of arranging the sale of the other chapel was much slower.  The circuit meeting agreed 
grant making guidelines that would be used when deciding how the released funds could be used by the 
churches within the circuit in an equitable and open way. 

With heavy hearts the project group members for the circuit project at Milnthorpe, M:HUB, advised the circuit 
meeting that due to a number of circumstances it was time for the circuit meeting to consider the future of 
the project.  The circuit meeting in September decided that the project would cease on 31st May 2024 and that 
the building would then be put up for sale.  The circuit also hosted a visit from the Connexional Property 
Development manager who visited a number of buildings and offered advice. 

Resolutions were brought to the circuit meeting regarding the merging of five Methodist Districts to form one 
North West England District.  This process continued throughout the year.  Consultations began about the 
possibility of the eight circuits in Cumbria merging to become one large circuit.  Discussions about this 
continued through the year. 

The circuit leadership team met and discussed the circuit’s mission plan [it’s Priorities for Action] before 
feeding back to the circuit meeting.  Conversations and voting took place in some churches about the God in 
Love Unites report from the Methodist Church.  In May the Children, Youth and Families network arranged a 
successful Pentecost Praise event for children across the circuit. 

Following a successful probationary period our probationary minister was accepted into full connexion and at 
the end of June a number of people were privileged to attend his Ordination Service. 

All this was in addition to the regular work of the circuit in the areas of safeguarding, equality diversity and 
inclusion, property, finance and data protection. 

As always our thanks go to everyone who contributes to the life and witness of the Kendal Methodist Circuit. 

Circuit Leadership Team 
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Annual Charity Commission report  September 2022 to August 2023 

The circuit continued to work to support the life and mission of the Methodist Church in Kendal and 
surrounding area.   

In September the circuit welcomed a probationary presbyter who would have pastoral oversight over the 
churches  in the Kent Estuary section of the circuit.  During the year another presbyter unfortunately had some 
time away from ministry  due to illness and support for that person and the churches they had pastoral charge 
of was provided by the circuit.  The circuit leadership team was encouraged when a period of discernment 
began because a person offered to consider filling the vacancy for a circuit steward. 

On 31st August 2022 two chapels in the circuit, Fellside Methodist Church and Cowan Bridge Methodist Church, 
ceased to meet for worship.  The circuit managing trustees decided that the buildings should be sold and 
arrangements to begin this process were instigated. 

The circuit project at Milnthorpe, M:HUB, held an open meeting inviting members and leaders of  the local 
community  to come  together and explore ways in which the project could be supported and continued.  The 
circuit meeting struggles to provide people willing to take a proactive role in keeping the building open. 

During the year a number of discussions took place with our neighbouring Sedbergh circuit looking at areas 
where the two circuits could work together.   

In March the circuit facilitated a meeting of volunteers from all the churches who work with children and 
families.  The purpose of the meeting was for networking and to share good practice.  The group plans to meet 
together every six months. 

In April the circuit hosted the Cumbria District Synod at Stricklandgate Methodist Church. 

The Methodist Church’s Justice Dignity and Solidarity strategy was launched during the year with the roll out 
of unconscious bias training for certain officers/ leaders in the churches.  Equality, diversity and inclusion 
training will also be rolled out.  At present this training is only available on-line, but training for those in digital 
poverty will be developed. 

More widely, the proposed merger of the Cumbria, Lancashire, Bolton & Rochdale and Liverpool Districts in 
September 2024 was agreed by the Methodist Conference.  Manchester & Stockport hope to also be part of 
this new district. 

All this was in addition to the regular work of the circuit in the areas of safeguarding, property, finance and 
data protection. 

As always our thanks go to everyone who contributes to the life and witness of the Kendal Methodist Circuit. 

 
Circuit Leadership Team 















Note: Increase in Manses fixed assets due to Fellside. 

(Note)
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ANNUAL REPORT SEPTEMBER 2020 TO AUGUST 2021 
 
Achievements 
 
The circuit continues to work to support the life and mission of the Methodist Church in Kendal 
and surrounding area.  The effects of the Covid pandemic continued to affect our congregations, 
staff and churches and the circuit supported each church as they sought to find a way of balancing 
the differing needs and expectations of their community in difficult times.  A hybrid way of 
working was embraced as some people met together physically as buildings cautiously re-opened 
and others continued to meet on-line.  
 
In September the circuit welcomed its new Superintendent Minister, Rev Melanie Greenall, who 
also serves the churches in the Kendal section of the circuit.  Our thanks went to Rev Tricia Rogers 
and Rev Jeff Thomas who supported the Kendal section over the previous 12 months. The Rev 
Wendy Thornton went on sabbatical for three months during April to July 2021.  Alastair McNeill, 
who had been a circuit Steward for a number of years, stepped down at Christmas.  Peter McCabe 
continued in his lay pastor role in the Kent Estuary section. 
 
We continued to build on our circuit strategy ‘Priorities for Action’, with the leadership team 
holding a series of meetings over the year looking at how best to move forward, acknowledging 
the frailties and opportunities highlighted by Covid.  This resulted in an updated interim Priorities 
for Action document being produced which took into account all that has happened and is 
happening around the circuit. Three listening sessions with members of the congregations from 
each section were held and the conversations that took place were very positive.  Managing the 
circuit’s finances also took time this year as church membership and attendance has fluctuated 
and room hire income has been lost by many churches.  The circuit continues to look for ways in 
which it can support churches struggling financially. 
 
Work across the circuit included consideration a special resolution on the use of Methodist 
buildings by other denominations, the results of which were fed to the District Synod and the 
Methodist Connexion. We also contributed to connexional work on the development of a 
Ministerial Covenant or draft code of conduct.  Conversations, instigated by the District, began 
with neighbouring circuits over the possible re-alignment of circuit boundaries.  The circuit was 
also involved in facilitating an on-line session across the North West and Mann area for those 
exploring a call to be a circuit steward.  The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse released 
its initial findings and all circuits were asked to comment on various aspects of safeguarding 
procedure across its churches.  The God in Love Unites Us vote was held by Conference.   All this 
was in addition to the regular work of the circuit in the areas of safeguarding, property and data 
protection. 
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Two minister’s appointments came up for review.  After prayerful consideration, in May 2021 Rev 
David Stretton decided it was time for him to move on and so entered the stationing process.  He 
was asked to consider a move to Alderney and approached the leadership team to request that he 
be released early, at the beginning of May 2022, so that he could support the community on the 
island who have been without a Minister for some time.  The leadership team agreed to this on 
behalf of the Circuit Meeting and the Kendal Circuit continued with the stationing process seeking 
a Minister for the Kent Estuary section to be appointed in September 2022.   
Once Rev Wendy Thornton returned from sabbatical in July a conversation with the Circuit 
Invitation Committee began as a period of discernment over her future appointment was entered 
into. 
 
As always our thanks go to everyone who contributes to the life and witness of the Kendal 
Methodist Circuit. 
 
Circuit Leadership Team 
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Circuit

District Circuit no

Mr. Nick Burd

Rev. David Stretton

Rev. Wendy Thornton

If not a registered charity Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs Gift Aid number

Treasurer:

Ministers:

Rev. Melanie Greenall

Circuit Stewards:

Mrs. Amanda Deaville

Mrs. Grace Whitaker

(The HMRC number is equivalent to a registered charity number in terms of evidence of charitable status and may be 
used to give to donors or grant funders wishing to see evidence of the organisation's charitable status.  Methodist 
charities in England and Wales that are not registered charities are excepted from registration under Statutory 
Instrument  2014 No.242 )

CUMBRIA 09/13

Registered Charity - Charity Registration number 1133922

31 AUGUST 2021

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS 

KENDAL

        FOR THE YEAR ENDED      

CIRCUIT
        RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
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