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INDEPENDENT EXAMINERS’ REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF 

 
MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 

 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST AUGUST 2024 

 
 
 

I report on the accounts of the charity for the year ended 31st August 2024 which are set out on pages 3 
to 8. 
 
Respective responsibilities of the Circuit Meeting and independent examiners 
 
The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  The charity’s trustees 
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 
2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed.   
 
It is my responsibility to: 
 
 examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act; 
 
 follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission 

under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and 
 
 state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 
 
Basis of Examiner’s report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Regulators. This examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Circuit Treasurer 
and a comparison of the accounts with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such 
matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, 
and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a “true and fair view” and the 
report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 
 
Independent Examiner’s Statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 
1.  which gives us reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and 
 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the 

accounting requirements of the 2011 Act 
have not been met; or 
 

2.  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 
of the accounts to be reached 

 
 

 
    Dated: 27th March 2025 
 
Mrs J. E. Shield BA FCA    
Leonard Bye Limited 
Chartered Accountants                                 
80 Borough Road 
Middlesbrough 
TS1 2JN 
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MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST AUGUST 2024 

 
  2024 2024 2024 2023 
  £ £ £ £ 
  Restricted Unrest’ed 
  Funds Funds Totals Totals 
 
INCOMING RESOURCES Notes 

Assessments 2 - 125,091 125,091 123,912 
Interest received  9,807 8,024 17,831 10,622 
Grants received  - - - - 
Letting income  - 13,678 13,678 (357) 
Capital Receipts  - - - 18,573 
Other Income  - - - 9,355 
  ——— ——— ——— ——— 

Total incoming resources  9,807 146,793 156,600 162,105 
  ──── ──── ──── ──── 
Resourses expanded 
Stipends, salaries and pensions 3 - 65,567 65,567 41,025 
District Expenses  7,240 38,000       45,240 46,453 
Ministerial administration cost: 

Postage and stationery  - 183 183 122 
Telephones  - 1,424 1,424 1,819 
Travel  - 2,697 2,697 1,927 

Office functions: 
Office services  - 13,463 13,463 13,661 
Printing and stationery  4 - 253 253 280 
Accounting, Bookkeeping & payroll  - 3,137 3,137 2,700 
TMCP administration fee  555 - 555 624 
Bank Charges  - 146 146 128 

Manse expenses  5 - 9,762 9,762 11,884 
Manse repairs  - 16,300 16,300 1,358 
Other expenses: 

Methodist publishing house  - 282 282 251 
Pulpit supply  - - - - 
Sundry expenses  - 174 174 165 
Avenue Project  - 23,097 23,097 (6,685) 
Advertising & Misc expenses  - - - - 
Outreach Worker Grant  - 6,000 6,000 6,000 
Legal & Professional Fees  - - - (4,418) 
Grants Paid out  - 5,000 5,000 12,500 
Eston Grange   30,606 30,606 - 
    ——— ——— ——— ——— 

Total resources expended  7,795 216,091 223,886 129,794 
   ──── ──── ──── ──── 
NET INCOMING/(OUTGOING)  2,012 (69,298) (67,286) 32,311 
TRANSFER BETWEEN FUNDS  (20,000) 20,000 - - 
RECLASSIFICATION OF FUNDS - - - -
  
  ——— ——— ——— ——— 
NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS  (17,988) (49,298) (67,286) 32,311 
FUND BALANCES B/FORWARD  197,581 1,538,828 1,736,409 1,704,098 

  ——— ——— ——— ——— 
FUND BALANCES C/FORWARD 179,593 1,489,530 1,669,123 1,736,409 

  ════ ════ ════ ════ 
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MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 
BALANCE SHEET 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST AUGUST 2024 
 

   2024  2023 
 Notes £ £ £ £ 
 

FIXED ASSETS 
 
Tangible assets 6  1,304,262  1,304,262
     
 

CURRENT ASSETS 
 
Debtors and prepayments 7 1,218  3,908 
Central finance board  155,150  157,015 
Model Trust fund  176,798  194,792 
Cash at bank and in hand 9 64,640  108,917 
Endowments and bequests  2,795  2,791 
  –———  –——— 
  400,601  467,423 
 

CURRENT LIABILITIES 
Creditors 8 35,740  35,276 
  ———  ——— 

NET CURRENT ASSETS   364,861  432,147 
   –———  –——— 
 

NET ASSETS   1,669,123  1,736,409 
   ═════  ═════ 
 

Financed by: 
 
ACCUMULATED FUNDS  
 

Model Trust Fund     176,798  194,792 
 
Endowments & Bequests   2,795  2,791 
 
General funds   1,424,530  1,473,826 
 
Revaluation Reserve   65,000  65,000 
 
   ———–  ––––––– 
   1,669,123  1,736,409 
   ═════  ═════ 
 
 
 
                                                         

 
 
Mrs L Duffield      Dated:     12th March 2025                
  

 
  
On behalf of the Circuit Committee 
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MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 
 

NOTES TO THE 2024 ACCOUNTS 
 
1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
1.1 General information and basis of preparation 
 Middlesbrough & Eston Circuit was registered as a charity with the Charity Commission on 

1st February 2010. The charity registration number is 1133911. The charity's principle address 
is Nunthorpe Methodist Church, Connaught Road, Nunthorpe, Middlesbrough, TS7 0BP.   

 
 The charity constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS 102. The financial statements 

have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the  
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) in 
October 2019, the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102), the Charities Act 2011, and UK Generally Accepted Practice 
as it applies from 1 January 2015.  

 
 The financial statements are prepared on a going concern basis under the historical cost 

convention. The financial statements are presented in sterling which is the functional currency 
of the charity and rounded to the nearest £. 

 
 The significant accounting policies applied in the preparation of these financial statements are 

set out below. These policies have been consistently applied to all years presented unless 
otherwise stated.   

 
 

 
 

1.2 Incoming Resources 
This represents the grants, assessments and other income receivable during the period. 
 

1.3 Resources Expended 
Resources expended are allocated to the particular activity where the cost relates directly to 
that activity. 
 

1.4 Recognition of income 
These are included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Circuit becomes 
entitled to the resources; the trustees are virtually certain they will receive the resources; and 
the monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability. 
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MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 

 
NOTES TO THE 2024  ACCOUNTS –continued 

 
 
 

 
 

2. ASSESSMENTS 
   2024  2023  
  £ £ 
 
 Grove Hill 11,000 9,000 
 Marton 32,897 32,252 
 Normanby 8,364 10,160 
 Nunthorpe 42,230 41,200 
 Stainton 1,600 3,300 
 Trinity                        26,000 25,000 
 Avenue Community Project 3,000 3,000 
  
  
  ──── ──── 
  125,091 123,912 
  ════ ════ 
 

 
3. PAID EMPLOYEES 
 

 Staff costs paid during the year were split: 
  2024 2023 
  £ £ 

 
 Gross wages, salaries and benefits in kind 60,704 70,442 
 Employer’s National Insurance costs 5,488 5,843 
 Pension costs 9,497 13,375 
 Sickpay Refund (10,122) (48,635) 
  ──── ──── 
 Total staff costs 65,567 41,025 
  ════ ════ 
 Average number of full time equivalent employees                                        3                  3 

  ════   ════ 
 
 No member of the management committee received any remuneration in the year for services 
 as a trustee. 
 
 No employees received remuneration in excess of £60,000. 
 
 
 

 
4.     PAYMENTS TO TRUSTEES 

 
Payments to trustees only included refunds of expenses incurred on behalf of the Circuit (e.g 
stationery, postage, computer supplies etc) 

  2024 2023 
  £ £ 

 Total amount paid 253 280 
  ════ ════ 
 Number of trustees who were paid expenses 1 1
  ════ ════ 
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MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 

NOTES TO THE 2024  ACCOUNTS –continued 
 
  

5. MANSE EXPENSES 
  2024  2023  
  £ £ 
 
 Rates 5,380 5,432 
 Quinquennial inspections - 2,280 
 Insurance 4,382 4,172 
  
  
   ──── ──── 
   9,762 11,884 
   ════ ════ 

 
 

6. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
  
    Manses 
    
 

 Cost/Valuation at 1st September 2023   1,304,262 
 Additions   - 
 Disposal   

    ——— 
 Cost/Valuation at 31st August 2024   1,304,262 
    ———

   
 Depreciation at 1st September 2023   -

 Charge for the year   -
    ———
 Depreciation 31st August 2024   -
    ════ 
 Net book value at 31st August 2024   1,304,262
    ════ 
 
 

We do not regard the value as being less than cost. We have carried out an impairment review 
and have decided that the property is not an inalienable asset and so consider that no 
depreciation is necessary.  

 
 

7.         DEBTORS AND PREPAYMENTS 
 2024 2023 
 £ £ 
Debtors and prepayments 1,218 3,908 

  ——— ——— 
  1,218 3,908 
  ════ ════ 
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MIDDLESBROUGH & ESTON CIRCUIT 

NOTES TO THE 2024 ACCOUNTS –continued 
 
 
 
 
8.        CREDITORS 

 2024 2023 
 £ £ 

Accruals 2,660 3,481 
 Benevolent fund 10  1,267 1,226 
 Young people & Education Resources  (395) 46 
 Receipts in advance   32,208 30,523 

  
 ——— ——— 
 35,740 35,276 
 ════ ════ 
 
 

9.         CASH AT BANK  
 
 Cash at bank includes £17,830 held for the Avenue Project. 

 
 
                     
 

10. BENEVOLENT FUND 
 

The uses of these funds are designated by the committee, only for use as deemed appropriate by 
the Circuit officers to help in situations of hardship. The movement in the funds during the year 
was as follows: 

 
    £ 
 
 Balance brought forward at 1st September 2023  1,226 
 Add: Offerings collected at Circuit services 40 
 Less: Fund payments - 
   ——— 
    40 

  ——— 
 Balance carried forward at 31st August 2024  1,266 

  ════ 
  
 

 
 

11. CONTROL 
  

No individual or group controls the Circuit. 
 
 

12.      GRANT TO TFFC 
 
           The Circuit have agreed to give TFFC a total grant of £30,000 payable over 5 years. A fourth 
           Payment of £6,000 was paid in the year to 31st August 2024 with the remaining balance of                                                                                                                               

£6,000 payable in the next year.                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 


