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Thirsk & Northallerton Methodist Circuit
Trustees' Annual Report

For The Year Ended 31st August 2023

Introduction
The Trustees present their Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2023,

together with the relevant notes.

Mission Statement
The Circuit's Mission Policy is:
"Rooted in Love, so that all may flourish

Our aim is to nurture confidence in the love of God

Our mission is to encourage all to explore experience and embody the love of God

Our vision is of connected and collaborative, local and wider, communities"

Review of the year
Income trends

Circuit income is primarily drawn from the assessment paid by the circuit churches and

letting of one residential property.

Expenditure trends

Stipend expenditure has increased each financial year in line with conference approved increases.

15 /o of expenditure is the Circuit contribution to tile District and Connexion, of which a significant part is

used to fund the work of the wider Methodist Church.

Fund balances

As at 31 August 2023 the net current assets of the Circuit were f393,669; covering

anticipated expenditure.

Plans for 2024/25

Circuit financial plans for the coming year have been prepared on the basis that there will be less than

two ordained staff, one part time lay worker, and one full time lay worker with anticipated cost of living

salary increases combined with an increase in the assessment paid to the district. The circuit is holding

extra funds in reserve to help any struggling churches.
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Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity's annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 have been prepared

in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice

applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting

Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102)(effective 1 January 2015) and the

Charities Act 2011.

Full Name of Charity
Thirsk and Northallerton Methodist Circuit

Charity Registration Number
1133873

Date of registration
28th January 2010

Main communication address
Northallerton Methodist Church

High Street, Northallerton, DL7 SEG

Members

The members of the Thirsk & Northallerton Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity Trustees,

membership being made up of Circuit office holders, Ministers and representatives appointed by

the local churches.

Circuit Ministers and officers
Active Circuit Ministers Rev W Arthur Harbottle

Rev Denise Williamson

Circuit Stewards Mr Derek Smith
Mrs Karen Collin

Mrs Karen Portsmouth

Administrator Mrs Naomi Hogan

Mrs Karen Collin acted as the principal officer with oversight of the financial management and

accounting for the Circuit during the year.

Independent examiner:- Mr G Duncan Fothergill F.C.C.A. Swaleside Accountancy Limited, Old

Rectory, South Kilvington, Thirsk, North Yorkshire YO7 2NL

Investment Bankers Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
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Aims and organisation

The Charity's aim is to fulfill the purposes of the Methodist Church within the area around Thirsk & Northallerton.

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of Union the

advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist Church;

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit. local or other organisation of The

Methodist Church;

c) Any chaditable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist

Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist Church

e)The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church and non

members alike.
f)The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.

g)The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

h)Taking religious assemblies in local schools.
i)Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Public Benefit

The circuit produces a quarterly preaching plan to ensure regular acts of worship take place in the 8 methodist

chapels in the area. We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public

benefit.

Structure, Governance and Management
The governing document for the circuit is the Deed of Union (1932)and Methodist Church Act (1976).
Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist

Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).
Oversight of the circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Meeting on the advice of the Circuit Leadership team .

Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the circuit, specifically

the leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church' . New Circuit meeting members are advised to read this

as an induction to their role as trustees.
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Related Parties

The Circuit is part of the Yorkshire North and East District and is also accountable to the Methodist

Conference.
The following Methodist Churches are linked to the Circuit:

Appleton Wiske
Brompton
Northallerton (with Osmotherley)
Romanby
Sowerby
Thirsk (St James Green)
Thornton-le-Beans

Reserves Policy

The Reserves Policy for the Circuit is to hold a minimum sum equivalent to six months' average

expenditure of around 576,000; this should enable in the short term the funding of planned activities

in the event of any inability to raise the full Circuit Assessment from churches.

F34,000 has been thought to be sufficient to meet any unforeseen item of expenditure on the two

manses and one cottage in its care.

The Trustees also consider it prudent to provide an amount in case of redundancy of E2,500.

The reserves fund the salary and expenses of the Pastoral and Development worker, which is a
further 527,500,

The total reserve fund required is therefore f140,000
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Risk Management
The major risks have been identified and recorded by the Circuit Leadership Team with professional advice

taken as required.
There is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded.

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in God's
ownimage and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of us in Christ. Among

other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and therefore to protect them

horn harm.

Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the following principles:
~ the care and nurture of, and respecfful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and adults
~ the safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

~ the establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is

informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.
~ We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with Safer

Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with the

relevant vetting and barring schemes.
~ We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or young

person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any investigation.

We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate

ministry of informed pastoral care.
~ We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.
~ We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper

authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young

person or vulnerable adult.
~ In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice

The Thirsk and Northallerton Circuit commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional

Safeguarding Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuit and in the churches.

The Thirsk and Northallerton Circuit commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay and

ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and responsibilities in

safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be vulnerable.



Thirsk & Northallerton Circuit Circuit No: 29/23

Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) for the
Circuit Model

notaa una General Fund Trust
aooovau (Unrestricted) (Unrestricted)

f E

Endowment Total
Funds 31.08.2023

E E

year ended 31 August 2023
ceslgneted

Funds Restricted
(unrestricted) Funds

E E

income
1 Donations and legacies

2 Income from monetary investments

3 Income from investment propemes

4 Assessments on Chumhes

5 Capital Receipts

6 Grants received

7 Other charitable income

8 Total income

1,851

6,300

130,512

576

9,363

48,254

12,900

152,229 57,617

0

235 11,449

6,300

130,512

48,830

0

12,990

0 0 235 210,081

Expenditure
9 Grants and donahons

10 Salaries snd associated costs

11 Properly maintenance

12 Connexional assessment & model trust levy

13 District Assessment & Levy

14 Depreciation

15 Of0ce expenses

16 Other outgoings

17 Total charitable expenditure

18 Gains/(losses) on monetary investments

19Gains/(losses) on investment properties

20 Net income/(expenditure)

21 Transfers between funds

22 Other gains/(losses)

121,749

626

1,720

27,064

0

4,020

21,340

11,648

5,371

775

-24,290 39,656

80 0

176,519 17,794

-167

0

121,749

626

13,368

32,435
0

4,020

23 22,138

23 194,336

-333 .500

0

-121 15,245

-80 0

0

23 Net movement in funds

24 Total funds brought forward

25 Total funds canted forward

-24,210

619,601

595,451

39,656

271,966

311,622

0 -201 15,245

0 7,901 899,528

0 7,700 914,773
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Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2023

Circuit No 29/23

Notes to the
accovnls

General Fund
(Unrestricted)

6

Circuit Model
Tmsls

(Unrestricted)

5

Designated
Funds

(Unrestricted)

6

Restricted
Funds

5

Endowment
Fullds Totals 2023

K

Totals 2ett
K

Fixed Assets
Circuit Menses It Equipment

Investment ro rties
Investments

Total fixed assets

534 569

534,569

534,569

534,509

534,569

534,569

Current Assets
Debtors
Loans b the Circuit

Investments with TMCP
Central Finance Board Deposits
Cash at Bank and in hand

Total current assets

7,606

55,447
26,586
60,641

311,622

311,622

7,700

7,700

7,608

319,322
55,447
26,586

408,963

7,721

279,867
49,624
60,375

397,587

Current liabilities
Creditors due In under 1 ar

Total current liabilities

Net current as seta/liabilities

28,759

28.759
60,882 311,622 7,700

28,759

28,759
380,204

32,628

32,628
364,059

Total assets less cununt ilabllgles 595,451 311,622 D D 7,700 014,773 899,528

Long term liabilities
due after more than one year

Loans to the Circuit

Net assets 595r451 311,622 7,700 914,773 899,528

Funds of the Circuit
General Fund Unrestricted)
Circuit Model Trust Fund (Unrestricted)

Desi nated Funds Unrestricted)
Total Unrestricted Funds

Restricted Funds

595,451
311,622

595,451
311,622

0
90'7,073

0 0

619,661
271,966

891,627

Endowment Funds
Total Funds 595,451 311,622

7,700
0 9 7,700

Signed

7,700
914,773

7,901
899,528

Circuit Support Manager
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1 Beets of accoungng
The financial statements have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 in accordance with the 2014 version of Accounting and

Reporting by Charifies: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance vrith

the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities applicable in the IJK (effective from I January 2015)—the Charities SORP

(FRSSE)—in replacement for the SORP's 2005 version specified in its related 2008 Regulations and in accordance with the 'true snd

fair override' provision contained therein.

2 Funds
The funds held constitute: General Funds ere held for any purpose of the Circuit which sre unrestricted. The Circuit Model Trust Fund

has wide purposes defined in Standing Orders, and is categorised as unrestricted. Restricted funds are held for narrower purposes .
There are also the following Endowment funds as listed. Details of each material fund sre disclosed in the note 12 to these accounts.

Any funds msy be represented by more than just cash.

3 Accounting policies

Basis
These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost except that Investments are shown at their market value st ihe end

of the year, on the accruals basis to show a true and fair view of the Circuit's financial position and activities.

Income Recognition
Income is included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Circuit becomes entitled to the resources, and the Wstees
are reasonably certain they will receive the resources, and the monetary value can be measured with sufficien reliability.

Resources Expended
This is recognised when a liability is inourred, or a constructive obligation arises, that results in the payment being unavoidable.

Liabilities are recognised as soon as an outfiow of economic benefit is considered more likely than not under the legal or constructive

obligation committing the Circuit to pay out resources.

Grants
Grants made by the Circuit from its own funds are recognised in full at the time of agreement or when the Circuit accepts that there is a

legal or operational obligation to make the payment. When the grant is recurrent over more than one year the balance payable in future

years is treated as s provision for future commitments in the Balance Sheet against the appropriate fund, the provision being released in

future years as instalments are paid In accordance mth the onginsfiy agreed terms.

VAT
Since the Circuit is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the expenses to which it refers.

Tangible fixed assets for use by the Circuit
These are capilalised if they can be used for more than one year, and individually cost at least 51,000.
The freehold properly is shown in the accounts at cost. No depreciation is provided on the buildings because Ihe trustees consider the

current residual fair value of the manse buildings (on the assumption that they had reached the end of their useful economic lives by the

year-end) to be not less than its current value. Any depreciation would not be material. The properties have been reviewed for

impairment. Depreciation on Fixtures is calculated on a straight line basis to write off the assets over their anticipated useful lives.

Investment
Fixed asset investments are a form of financial instrument and are initially recognised at their transaction cost and

subsequently measured at fair value at the Balance sheet date, unless the value cannot be measured reliably in which

case it is measured at cost less impairment. Investment gains and losses, whether realised or unrealised, are combined

and presented as 'Gains/(Losses) on investments' in the Statement of financial activities.

Investment income is included in the accounts when receivable and any gains or losses on revaluation at the year end are

shown in the SOFA.

Debtom and Prepayments
Prepayments relate to wages and insurance

Creditors
Creditors include both sundry expenses and specificafiy the 1st quaher assessment received in AugusL

Impact of Accounting changes
A statement is required if there has been any restatement required to previous reported informafion as a consequence of the new

SORP.
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Circuit Model
Unrestricted Trust Fund Restricted

2023
Total

2022
Total

Income from monetary investments

Rental income
1,851
6,300

9,363 235 11,449
6,300

1,617
5,430

Total 8,151 9,363 235 17,749 7,047

6. Paid employees
Staff Costs paid during the year were:

Gross wages, salaries and benefits in kind

Total staff costs

Average number of staff employed during the year were:

121,749

121,749

116,301

116,301

7. Tangible Fixed Assets

Cost or valuation

Balance brought forward

Additions at Cost

Balance carried forward

Two Menses Fixtures
f f
534 569 16229

534,569 16,229

Total
6

550,798
0

550,798

Accumulated depreciation:

Balance brought forward

Depreciation charge for year
Balance carried forward

0 16,229
0
0 16,229

16,229
0

16,229

Net book value
Brought forward

Canied forward

534,569
534,569

534,569
534,569
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For The Year Ended 31st August 2023

8. Investments

The funds that support the Circuit Model Trust Fund are held by TMCP in Trustees Interest Funds

on which interest is credited to the accounts each month. These are regarded as medium and long

term investments.

TMCP is the legal owner and Custodian Trustee of all Methodist Model Trust property, including

Legacies, Endowments and Accumulated Funds. Trust property is held for and on behalf of local

Managing Trustees who are responsible for the day to day management of trust property. TMCP

ensure that, through providing guidance and acting under their direction, the Managing Trustees

comply with charity law and Methodist law and policy as determined by the Methodist Conference.

Borrowby Methodist Church cottage was valued in the region of F200,000 to 6250,000. This

property currently sits within the balance sheet with a nil cost as Borrowby Methodist Church

transferred the managing trusteeship of Borrowby Chapel Cottage to Thirsk & Northallerton

Methodist Circuit.

Analysis of investment movements
2023 2022

Change in investment values

Carrying (market) value at beginning of year
Net gain/(loss) on revaluation

Carrying (market) value at end of year FO EO
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9.Analysis of current assets
Debtors and prepayments
Other debtors
Total debtors and prepayments

This year
E
7,608
7,608

Last year

7,721
7,721

Analysis of cash at bank

Bank balance held in HSBC Bank (General Account)
Bank balance held in CAF Account (General Account)

Petty Cash Account (bank card)

Total Cash and Bank

12,376
14,209

0

26,585

60,375
0
0

60,375

10.Analysis of current liabilities and long term creditors

Prepaid Assessments
Other Creditors

Total Current Liabilities

28,759
0

28,759

32,628
0

32 626

11.Capital Commitments and Contingent Liabilities

At 31st August 2023, The Circuit had the following capital commitments:-

A project to provide a Circuit Worker for the Elderly for current year at an estimated cost of E27,500

No Contingent liabilities were identified at 31st August 2023
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Thirsk And Northallerton Methodist Circuit

DECLARATIONS

Treasurer
I confirm that these accrual based accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 have been prepared from the

records of the Circuit and that they include all funds under the control of the Circuit Meeting.

Signature of Treasurer g ~g o t kgb(g cj,

Name of Treasurer

Address

Presentation to the Circuit Meeting for approval.

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 Aug 2023 were presented

to the Circuit Meeting at its meeting on .I 3..".I~eN. .2.....9 and were approved.

Signature of the Chair of
the meeting

Date

Name of the Chair of the
meeting Revd W Arthur Harbottle

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

Thirsk and Northalierton Circuit

This Report is on the Circuit Accounts for the year ended 31"August 2023

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The Circuit's trustees are responsible for ensuring that the annual report and accounts for the year to 31 August

2023 present a true and fair view of the Circuit's income and expenditure for the year and of its assets and

liabilities at the balance sheet date. The trustees consider that an audit is not necessary for this year under

Section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

~ examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act;

~ to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission under

Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities act; and

~ to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
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Basis of Independent Examiner's Report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the Charity Commission. An

examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the chadty snd e comparison of the accounts

presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items, in nature or scale, or disclosures in

the accounts, seeking explanations from the Trustees concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken do not

provide sll the evidence that would be required in an audit and, consequently no opinion is given as to whether the

accounts present a true and fair view. My report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent Examiner's Statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention (other than as disdosed below*)

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

~ to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 130 of the Charities Act.

~ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the

accounting requirements of the Charities Act

have not been met, or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of
the accounts to be reached.

(3) I have /have not' obtained independent veriiication of all investments with the Trustees for

Methodist Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central Finance

Board of the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of E10,000 (ten thousand pounds) at
the balance sheet date.

Name of independent
examiner

MR G DUNCAN FOTHERGILL F.C.C.A.

Signature of
independent examiner

Relevant Professional qualification of independent examiner

F.C.C.A.

Name of firm (where appropdiate)

SWALESIDE ACCOUNTANCY LTD

Address Old Rectory, South Kilvington, Thirsk, North Yorkshire YO7 2NL

Date 9th April 2024



Thirsk and Northallerton Methodist Circuit

Circuit Meeting Membership

As At 31st August 2023
Appendix A

MINISTERS
Rev W Arthur Harbottle

Rev Denise Williamson

SUPERNUMERARY MINISTERS
Rev lan Johnson
Rev Michael Webster

CIRCUIT STEWARDS
Mr Derek Smith
Mrs Karen Collin

Mrs Karen Portsmouth

CIRCUIT PROPERTY OFFICER
Mr Alex Lynn

CIRCUIT LOCAL PREACHERS AND WORSHIP LEADERS REPRESENTATIVES

Mrs Kathryn Walker

DISTRICT MWiP
Mrs June Anderson

CIRCUIT SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR

Mrs Eileen Wrightson

CIRCUIT CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES

Appleton Wiske
Brompton
Northallerton

Rom anby
Sowerby
St James Green, Thirsk
Thornton -Le-Beans

Mr Rob Portsmouth
Mr Tony Brown

Mrs Alana Barney
Mrs Thelma Richardson
Mrs Audrey Powell

Mrs Judith Walker
Mrs Brenda Dennison

Miss Megan Turner

Mr Bill Harker
Mrs Catherine Wood
Mrs Lynne Sharp
Mrs Karen Collin

Mr Kevin Baker

Mrs Lesley Hansen

Mr Richard Warren
Mr Mark Reynolds
Mrs Dot McCrea
Mr Andy Dalby


