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The PCC has the responsibility to assist in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of 

the Church: pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. It also has the maintenance responsibilities 

for the Church and the Green School. 

 

PCC members are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) in 

accordance with the Church Representation Rules.  During the year the following served as PCC 

members: 

 

Ex-officio 

Rector      Rev’d Georgina Holding (Chair) 

Readers     Canon Nigel Bacon (Deanery Synod, Diocesan Synod, General Synod) 

Churchwardens    Mr Nick Evans (from April 2024) 

        Mr Peter Hilton (from May 2018) (Deanery Synod) 

 

Elected members 

Mrs Julie Bacon (Treasurer) (to 2027)  Mrs Carol Cooper (Stewardship Officer) (to 2025) 

Mrs Susanne Denton (to 2025)   Mrs Helen Evans (Secretary) (to 2026) 

Mr Keith Fowler (to 2027)   Mrs Liz Gray (to 2027) 

Mr David Hand (to 2026)   Mrs Stephanie Howard (to 2026) 

Mr Scott Miller (to 2025)   Andrew Mitchell (to 2026) 

Mr Lyall Seale (Deanery Synod)  Mrs Jayne Stokoe (to 2025) 

Mr James Ward (Lay Chair) (to 2027)   

 

The PCC held five regular meetings during the year (79% average attendance), with one extraordinary 

meeting, and the Standing Committee and Working Groups met regularly in-between PCC Meetings.  

At January 2025 there were 163 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll. 

 

Safeguarding is an agenda item at all regular PCC meetings.  The PCC has complied with the duty to 

have due regard to House of Bishops' guidance on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. 

 

We are entitled to elect three Deanery Synod members, though currently only have two of these places 

filled. 

 

Review of the Year 

Our ministry and mission continues to follow our vision statement and we have now created a 

mission statement: ‘St. Guthlac's Church seeks to share God’s love by building a welcoming, 

inclusive, and supportive community rooted in faith.  We express our commitment to compassion 

and spiritual growth through worship, prayer and action, reaching out to support others locally 

and beyond.  Together, we aim to grow in faith, share God’s love and encourage all to discover 

and live out their unique calling in God's love.’ 

 

During the past twelve months, we have increased the ministry team with the addition of Nick Evans, 

and Licensed Lay Minister Kate Brown is now able to officiate at funerals.  We continue to be part of 

the Welland Local Mission Partnership. 



 

We have also started monthly themed services, including a pet service, Tazie service, songs of praise, 

and hymn and pimms.  Our carol service was advertised as a community carol service, with members 

of the local community reading the passages.  Attendance at this, and all Christmas services, was 

increased, most notably at our Christingle service, and the Crib service we held for the second time is 

growing.  As well as holding weekly Bible studies throughout Advent and Lent, we have also recently 

led The Bible Course. 

 

Messy Church has been running for a year and has a committed group of families who attend, as well 

as those you come on occasion.  We have started Shining Lights, a weekly after-school club at William 

Hildyard primary school.  We updated our all age services and our Young Explores group, which is 

now called Sunday Club.  We enjoyed having services in church for both the primary schools in Market 

Deeping as previous years, and were pleased William Hildyard school came for a second year to 

celebrate Pentecost too. 

 

We have continued to increase our online presence, by regularly using a new Instagram account 

alongside facebook and our website, as well as increasing our paper advertising.  We have re-created 

all our service sheets, so services are easier to follow, and now have welcome badges for volunteers 

to highlight who to go to for assistance.  The social committee which started last year has continued 

to host some different, and more familiar, events.  We continue to concentrate on environmental 

issues, and to focus on pastoral care.  We have been saddened that some members of our church 

community have passed away over the past twelve months. 

 

In church, we have started to look at installing new heating, with the aim that we will have a more 

effective, economic and environmentally friendly, heating system.  We have also refurbished the Green 

School so there is a screen, larger kitchen with a cooker, the toilet area is more accessible, and the hall 

space is larger.  Though there are some issues to address, including flooring and some areas left to 

decorate, it is now a more accessible and welcoming space for today for church and community 

events, hirers and for use as a secondary worship space. 

 

We have also been part of the Church of England’s Cornerstone project, looking at our finances in 

detail and any necessary initiatives following from this, which we are continuing to do. 

 

All of this continues alongside the usual life of our church and parish, and is just some of the activities 

we have been involved with.  I remain, as ever, incredibly thankful to the Ministry Team, PCC, and 

everyone involved with supporting the life of the church, our mission and ministry, and/or maintaining 

our buildings.  Thank you for your support, which enables us to continue with our loving, faithful and 

welcoming vision. 

 

Reverend Georgina Holding – Incumbent 

19th March 2025 






















