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Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Other Charitable Activities

• What: Education/training, The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty, Religious Activities

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary
Bodies, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL

• Derbyshire

• Staffordshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees
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2024-08-31 £486,986 £602,837 - -
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2022-08-31 £826,636 £505,268 £3,302,771 3
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2020-08-31 £234,648 £271,153 - -
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

  
Trustees' Report

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

The Trustees present their annual report together with the audited financial statements of the Circuit for the year ended

31 August 2025. 

Welcome from the Superintendent

Welcome to the Trustees' Annual Report for the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit.

Superintendent Minister of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit. 

Introduction

There are 15 Churches within the ESSD Circuit across the counties of Derbyshire and Staffordshire, covering the towns of

Uttoxeter, Burton upon Trent and Swadlincote (and surrounding villages). ‘The Stream’ digital Church has also continued

to develop. 

The Circuit Leadership Team, with support of the Circuit Meeting, continue to encourage local churches to realistically

reflect on their future and are engaging in a process to consider governance across the circuit.   

Objectives and activities

In setting our objectives and planning our activities the Circuit Trustees meet at least twice a year. These meetings plan

and agree the activities of the Circuit and ensure it complies with Charity Commission guidance. The Circuit trustees

have given authorisation to the Circuit Leadership Team to act on their behalf throughout the year. 

The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union and the Model Trust Deeds of the

Methodist Church. The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of Union

the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist Church; 

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other organisation of The

Methodist Church; 

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist

Church; 

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist Church.

We do this in varius ways including:

 The organisation and resourcing of regular acts of worship open to members of the church and non-members

alike. 

 Offering different styles of worship e.g. café worship, Messy Church, reflective and bereavement services

 The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups. 

 The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the ill and bereaved, and supporting the work of the hospital

chaplaincy teams. 

 Leading funeral, weddings and baptism services.

 Taking religious assemblies in local schools. 

 Engaging in community work such as supporting Foodbanks, and Christmas Shoebox appeals.

Page 3

Docusign Envelope ID: 2D2D38D0-B9F2-45EB-9AF3-DC3ED6CB18F3



East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Objectives and activities (continued)

We are seeking to be a visionary Circuit glorifying God, sharing the mission and ministry of Jesus. This Circuit is called

into being by the grace of God, led by Jesus Christ and is given the gifts for its work by and through the renewing power

of the Holy Spirit to facilitate mission through worship, witness and service of the congregations and Circuit along with

ecumenical co-operation and community engagement encouraging shared ministry with all parts of the Christian

family.

Achievements and performance

a. Review of the year

The summer of 2025 has seen yet another change of staffing, meaning we now have 3 fulltime ministers (Presbyters).

Laura Sharkey was employed as the circuit administrator on the 1st October, and our Lay pastor Graham Mizon left on

the 31st August 2025.

All churches, apart from one (which meets twice a month) meet weekly on a Sunday. All churches have week day

activities (either on a monthly or weekly basis) to support church members and reach out into the community, such as

coffee mornings, lunches, baby and toddler groups, Messy Churches etc. The work of the Uttoxeter school’s worker

continues. He is employed by the Circuit although is supported financially and practically by the Anglican churches,

Renew and the United Reformed Church in Uttoxeter. The multipurpose drop-in centre “Oasis” in Swadlincote remains

open and also hosts the Circuit Office. 

b. Plans for future years

The Circuit Leadership Team will continue to work with local churches as they reflect on The Way Forward documents

and specifically options to shape the Circuit and local churches in terms of governance, mission and ministry. 

c. Property

For the Connexional Year 2024 – 2025 the Circuit are the Managing Trustees for a total of 6 Manses. These are sited at

Ashby Road, Burton, Elwyn Close, Stretton, Heathlands Drive, Uttoxeter, Tennyson Avenue, Midway, Lincote Way,

Woodville. These Manses are all occupied by Presbyters. The 6th Manse is Wye Dale, Church Gresley. Following the

approval of the Circuit Meeting to offer this property for sale it was duly marketed at the end of May 2025. An offer was

accepted and completion of the sale is expected to be in September 2025, this being in the next financial year. Elwyn

Close will be vacant from July following Helen Harrell’s move to her new appointment. 

The Circuit also has an operating lease with South Derbyshire District Council for Oasis (Offering a Sanctuary in

Swadlincote) on The Delph where weekly activities are carried out. This is a three year lease expiring in December 2026. 

The Circuit are also Managing Trustees for the following Investment Properties: The Well (formerly Rowland Memorial

Methodist Church), Woodville Methodist Church, Blackfordby Methodist Church, Woodmill (St Pauls) Methodist Church

and Acresford Methodist Church. During the year the Circuit has also taken over the responsibility of Boylestone

Methodist Church following its closure for worship. It is likely that the Circuit Meeting will be asked to approve the sale of

this property once we have the authorisation from Methodist Heritage as this is one of their named sites.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Achievements and performance (continued)

Hatton Methodist Church was also offered for sale but did not reach its reserve value at auction and was therefore not

sold. The property has been re marketed and it was hoped a sale would be completed in the 2024 – 2025 Connexional

Year. Despite offers being made on the property nothing has yet materialised in the form of a definitive sale. 

Acresford Methodist Church is another site covered by Methodist Heritage and dialogue with them is ongoing. It is

hoped to be able to sell this property in the future.

During the year Quinquennial Inspections have been carried out and the recommendations will be analysed and acted

upon accordingly within the appropriate timelines.

Overall properties remain in a good state of repair. Appropriate figures are included in the Circuit Budget for repairs

and maintenance on all properties 

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity's Annual Report and Accounts have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 and the Accounting and

Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities preparing their accounts in

accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective

2019)—the Charities SORP (FRS 102). 

The members of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity Trustees,

membership being made up of Circuit Office Holders, Ministers and Representatives appointed by the local churches.

Full membership is shown under Objectives & Activities on page 2 of this Report. 

Financial review

During the year, the Circuit has accounted for total income of £447,464 (2024: £486,986) and expenditure of £525,372

(2024: £602,837). Contained within the income figure is notional income of £125,000 which was received when

Boylestone church, which closed to worship, became the management responsibility of the Circuit. This is now shown on

the balance sheet as an investment property. Excluding this notional income and depreciation, the underlying, recurrent

operating deficit of c£184,000 was significantly better than that planned of £342,000. 

A large portion on the reduced deficit was because one of our Ministers was unable to work during the year. This

resulted in the Circuit saving on the salary cost (the Minister was paid direct from the Methodist Church) and manse

expenses.

The underlying deficit is due to an expected shortfall in shares due to church closures and the continuing inability of

active churches to raise sufficient funds to cover all Circuit operational expenses.

The Circuit continues to actively manage its manses and investment properties to minimise cost and provide a good

standard of accommodation for Ministers. Investment properties are planned to be sold at the earliest opportunity. 

The Circuit considers itself to be a going concern. This is based on the levels of income (capital receipts from sale of

investment properties and share payments from Churches) expected for the financial year 2025/26. Although the

Circuit anticipates a continuation of church closures, it is confident it has sufficient reserves to meet any shortfall in

income. 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

The Circuit continues to work towards a position where operational expenses are fully covered by operational income

without the reliance on property sales. To this end the Circuit has reduced the number of Presbyters stationed in the

Circuit from 5.5 F.T.E. (Full Time Equivalents) at September 2020 to 3.0 F.T.E from 1 September 2025. Further action will

be necessary by all churches working together to ensure long term financial stability. 

There are no subsidiary undertakings. 

The Circuit's main source of income continues to be shares received from the Churches within the Circuit, which in 2025

accounted for 53% of its operational income (2024: 33%). 

Circuit income is used, in the main, to fund the stipends and associated costs of Ministers (3.0 full time equivalents during

the year) and salaries and associated costs of lay staff (2.50 full time equivalents). In 2025 this accounted for 47% of

total expenditure (2024: 45%). The balance of expenditure, in the main, is used to support the wider Methodist Church

19% (2024: 17%) and the running of the property within the Circuit, 22% (2024: 16%). 

a. Investments

To comply with Methodist Standing Orders, monies for long term investment are lodged with the Trustees for Methodist

Church Purposes (TMCP). TMCP acts as custodian trustee for all real estate held by Circuits and for all large (over

£20,000) bequests. These sums are invested in unitised investments or held on deposit. 

Short term deposits are lodged with the Central Finance Board (CFB) where they attract interest. 

b. Reserves policy

At the end of the year (31 August 2025) the Circuit held the following reserves;

£

Unrestricted Circuit Model Trust Fund 105,679

General 2,939,507

Sub-total unresricted 3,045,186

Restricted See below 33,348

Total Reserves 3,078,534

Restricted funds are held and used for the purposes for which they are given. It is the policy of the Circuit to use such

funds for the purposes intended as soon as is practically possible. The balance held for restricted funds is allocated as

follows;

£

Fairer Choice 4,699

Stocks 905

Oasis 8,587

Woodville Burial Ground 528

Hunt's Charity 5,501

Benevolent Fund 90

Hanbury Burial Ground 2,135

Uttoxeter Youth & Schools Worker 10,904

Total 33,348
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

It is not the policy to hold significant reserves. However, sufficient reserves are held to continue funding those items of

expenditure agreed by the Circuit and which cannot be funded from income.

The Circuit will, in the light of known and developing plans, continue to review the reserves held to ensure they are used

in the best interest of the Circuit.

c. Financial risk management objectives and policies

As last year, the major risk to the Circuit and its churches remains one of an ageing congregation, reducing

membership leading to reduced income, coupled with rising costs and increased property expenditure. Whilst some of

our churches are growing in membership, others are shrinking, meaning that some difficult decisions will need to be

made about the future of their buildings and explore different ways / spaces to worship. There is also a risk between

balancing the needs of the Circuit (and local churches) along with the financial situation, which currently is reliant on

sale of redundant church buildings. 

Structure, governance and management

The governing document for the Circuit is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976). Detailed

governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church by

order of the Annual Conference (CPD). 

Day to day management of the Circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Leadership Team. 

a. Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the Circuit, specifically the

leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church' is made available to all new Circuit meeting members as an

induction to their role as trustees. 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Structure, governance and management (continued)

b. Related party relationships

The Circuit is part of the Nottingham and Derby District and is also accountable to the Methodist Conference. The Circuit

is composed of the following Methodist Churches: 

Barton under Needwood Methodist Church

Boylestone Methodist Church (Closed Oct 24)

Church Gresley Methodist Church 

Draycott in the Clay Methodist Church 

Etwall Methodist Church 

Hilton Methodist Church 

Newhall Methodist Church 

Overseal C of E/Methodist Church 

Short Street Methodist Church 

Stanton Methodist Church 

Stretton Methodist Church 

St Thomas's Methodist Church 

Ticknall Methodist Church 

Trinity (Linton) Methodist Church 

Uttoxeter Methodist Church 

The Well

Although not formally recognised as a Methodist Church, worship also takes place online at The Stream.

c. Risk management

As last year, the major risk to the Circuit and its churches remains one of an ageing congregation, reducing

membership leading to reduced income, coupled with rising costs and increased property expenditure. Whilst some of

our churches are growing in membership, others are shrinking, meaning that some difficult decisions will need to be

made about the future of their buildings and explore different ways / spaces to worship. There is also a risk between

balancing the needs of the Circuit (and local churches) along with the financial situation, which currently is reliant on

sale of redundant church buildings. 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Safeguarding

Statement of Safeguarding Principles

It is the Methodist Church’s intention to value every human being as part of God’s creation and the whole people of God.

At the heart of the Methodist community is a deep sense of the place of welcome, hospitality and openness, which

demonstrates the nature of God’s grace and love for all. Our church communities are called to be places where the

transformational love of God is embodied and life in all its fullness is a gift, which is offered to all people.

Principles

Safeguarding is about the action the Church takes to promote a safer culture. This means we will:

 promote the welfare of children, young people and adults

 work to prevent abuse from occurring

 seek to protect and respond well to those that have been abused.

We are committed to:

 the care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and adults

 safeguarding and protecting all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

 establishing safe, caring communities, which provide a loving environment where there is informed vigilance as to

the dangers of abuse.

We will:

 carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the church, in line with safer recruitment principles,

including the use of criminal records checks through the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).

 respond without delay to every safeguarding concern, which suggests that a child, young person or adult may

have been harmed, working in partnership with the police and social services in any investigation. 

 seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate ministry of informed

pastoral care.

 seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.

 support risk assessment of those who present a safeguarding risk within a church environment. We will ensure

appropriate pastoral care is offered and measures are taken to address identified risks including referral to

statutory agencies, suspension and the use of safeguarding contracts.

In all these principles, we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice.

Summary

It remains to be a challenging time within the circuit, however there are signs of hope and things to give thanks for. The

circuit contribute to the work of a schools worker in Uttoxeter who works in many schools across Uttoxeter and beyond.

Other school work has developed in many places across the circuit including assemblies, open the book, Education

Sunday services where schools take an active part in the service. Ministry among the Guiding groups of Swadlincote

continue – most recently a Christmas carol service for over 100 girls was held. Over the last few months, we have tried

new things, including an open space in an empty church building (which is used as our base for online services and

meetings) as well as a craft day and film night. We continue to explore how that building can be used for mission and

ministry, and we continue to encourage people across the circuit to engage with the Methodist Way of Life.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Statement of Trustees' responsibilities

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in accordance with

applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

The law applicable to charities in England & Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each

financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Circuit and of its incoming resources and

application of resources, including its income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these financial statements,

the Trustees are required to:

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

 observe the methods and principles of the Charities SORP (FRS 102);

 make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

 state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards (FRS 102) have been followed, subject to any material

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the Circuit

will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the

Circuit's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Circuit and enable

them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports)

Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the Trust deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the

Circuit and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

Disclosure of information to auditor

Each of the persons who are Trustees at the time when this Trustees' Report is approved has confirmed that:

 so far as that Trustee is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the charity's auditor is unaware,

and

 that Trustee has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a Trustee in order to be aware of any

relevant audit information and to establish that the charity's auditor is aware of that information.

Auditor

The auditor, Dains Audit Limited, has indicated his willingness to continue in office. The designated Trustees will propose

a motion reappointing the auditor at a meeting of the Trustees.

Approved by order of the members of the board of Trustees and signed on their behalf by:

___________________________

Rev. Rachel Wood

Superintendent

Date: 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit (the 'charity') for

the year ended 31 August 2025 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, the Statement

of Cash Flows and the related notes, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting

framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards,

including Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of

Ireland' (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their

accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) in

preference to the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice issued on 1 April 2005

which is referred to in the extant regulations but has been withdrawn.

This has been done in order for the accounts to provide a true and fair view in accordance with the Generally Accepted

Accounting Practice effective for reporting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2015.

In our opinion the financial statements:

 give a true and fair view of the state of the charity's affairs as at 31 August 2025 and of its incoming resources

and application of resources for the year then ended;

 have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice; and

 have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable law.

Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the

financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with the ethical

requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the United Kingdom, including the Financial

Reporting Council's Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these

requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for

our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Trustees' use of the going concern basis of accounting

in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or

conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charity's ability to continue as a going

concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees with respect to going concern are described in the relevant

sections of this report.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

(continued)

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Annual Report other than the financial statements and

our Auditor's Report thereon. The Trustees are responsible for the other information contained within the Annual Report.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise

explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read

the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the

financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially

misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine

whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have

performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that

fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations

2008 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

 the information given in the Trustees' Report is inconsistent in any material respect with the financial statements;

or

 sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or

 the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or

 we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of trustees

As explained more fully in the Trustees' Responsibilities Statement, the Trustees are responsible for the preparation of

the financial statements which give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the Trustees determine is

necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to

fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the charity's ability to continue as a

going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of

accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the charity or to cease operations, or have no realistic

alternative but to do so.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

(continued)

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

We have been appointed as auditor under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with the Act

and relevant regulations made or having effect thereunder.

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from

material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditor's Report that includes our opinion.

Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with

ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are

considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic

decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design procedures in line

with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of irregularities, including fraud. The

extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud is detailed below:

Our approach to identifying and assessing the risks of material misstatement in respect of irregularities,

including fraud and non-compliance with laws and regulations, was as follows:

 the senior statutory auditor ensured that the engagement team collectively had the appropriate competence,

capabilities and skills to identify or recognise non-compliance with applicable laws and regulations;

 we identified the laws and regulations applicable to the company through discussions with trustees and other

management, and from our commercial knowledge and experience of the charity sector;

 we focused on specific laws and regulations which we considered may have a direct material effect on the financial

statements or the operations of the charity, including the financial reporting legislation, Charities Act 2011, taxation

legislation, anti-bribery, employment, and environmental and health and safety legislation;

 we assessed the extent of compliance with the laws and regulations identified above through making enquiries of

management and inspecting legal correspondence; and

 identified laws and regulations were communicated within the audit team regularly and the team remained alert to

instances of non-compliance throughout the audit.

We assessed the susceptibility of the charity’s financial statements to material misstatement, including obtaining an

understanding of how fraud might occur, by:

 making enquiries of management as to where they considered there was susceptibility to fraud, their knowledge of

actual, suspected and alleged fraud;

 considering the internal controls in place to mitigate risks of fraud and non-compliance with laws and regulations.

To address the risk of fraud through management bias and override of controls, we:

 performed analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships;

 tested journal entries to identify unusual transactions;

 assessed whether judgements and assumptions made in determining the accounting estimates were indicative of

potential bias;

 investigated the rationale behind significant or unusual transactions
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

(continued)

In response to the risk of irregularities and non-compliance with laws and regulations, we designed procedures which

included, but were not limited to:

 agreeing financial statement disclosures to underlying supporting documentation;

 reading the minutes of meetings of those charged with governance;

 enquiring of management as to actual and potential litigation and claims;

 reviewing correspondence with HMRC, relevant regulators and the company’s legal advisors.

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all irregularities, including those

leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance with regulation. This risk increases the

more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed from the events and transactions reflected in the financial

statements, as we will be less likely to become aware of instances of non-compliance. The risk is also greater regarding

irregularities occurring due to fraud rather than error, as fraud involves intentional concealment, forgery, collusion,

omission or misrepresentation.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial Reporting

Council's website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our Auditor's Report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with Part 4 of the Charities (Accounts and

Reports) Regulations 2008. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charity's trustees those

matters we are required to state to them in an Auditor's Report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted

by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and its members, as a body, for our

audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Dains Audit Limited

Statutory Auditor

Chartered Accountants
  
Birmingham

Date: 

Dains Audit Limited are eligible to act as auditors in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Statement of financial activities

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

Total

funds

2024

Note         £         £         £         £

Income from:

Donations and legacies 3 4,170 63,076 67,246 20,715

Charitable activities 4 166,517 3,855 170,372 192,271

Investments 5 46,308 117 46,425 56,877

Other income 6 159,225 4,196 163,421 217,123

Total income 376,220 71,244 447,464 486,986

Expenditure on:

Charitable activities 8 463,875 61,497 525,372 602,837

Total expenditure 463,875 61,497 525,372 602,837

Net (expenditure)/income before net

gains/(losses) on investments (87,655) 9,747 (77,908) (115,851)

Net gains/(losses) on investments 40 - 40 (24,855)

Net (expenditure)/income (87,615) 9,747 (77,868) (140,706)

Transfers between funds 19 (5,145) 5,145 - -

Net movement in funds (92,760) 14,892 (77,868) (140,706)

Reconciliation of funds:

Total funds brought forward 3,137,946 18,456 3,156,402 3,297,108

Net movement in funds (92,760) 14,892 (77,868) (140,706)

Total funds carried forward 3,045,186 33,348 3,078,534 3,156,402

The Statement of Financial Activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

The notes on pages 18 to 38 form part of these financial statements.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Registered number: 

Balance Sheet

As at 31 August 2025

2025 2024

Note £ £

Fixed assets

Tangible assets 13 1,183,400 1,202,636

Investment property 14 1,525,000 1,400,000

2,708,400 2,602,636

Current assets

Stocks 15 905 1,256

Debtors 16 20,600 18,590

Investments 17 108,272 106,746

Cash at bank and in hand 259,545 443,866

389,322 570,458

Current liabilities

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 18 (19,188) (16,692)

Net current assets 370,134 553,766

Total net assets 3,078,534 3,156,402

Charity funds

Restricted funds 19 33,348 18,456

Unrestricted funds 19 3,045,186 3,137,946

Total funds 3,078,534 3,156,402

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Trustees and signed on their behalf by:

___________________________

Andrew Wooding

Treasurer

Date: 

The notes on pages 18 to 38 form part of these financial statements.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Statement of Cash Flows

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

2025 2024

£ £

Cash flows from operating activities

Net cash used in operating activities (219,220) (56,786)

Cash flows from financing activities

Interest received 36,425 56,877

Net cash provided by financing activities 36,425 56,877

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the year (182,795) 91

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year 550,612 550,521

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 367,817 550,612

The notes on pages 18 to 38 form part of these financial statements
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

1. General information

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit is a charity registered with the charity commission in

England and Wales. The address of the registered office is Unit 6, The Delph Centre, Swadlincote, Derbyshire,

DE11 9DA. The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union 1932 and the Model Trust

Deeds of the Methodist Church. Further information regarding the Circuit's principal activities are set out in the

Trustees' report. 

2. Accounting policies

  

2.1 Basis of preparation of financial statements

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102) - Accounting

and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their

accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland

(FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019), and the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and

Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

The financial statements have been prepared to give a 'true and fair' view and have departed from the

Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a 'true and fair'

view. This departure has involved following the Charities SORP (FRS 102) published in October 2019 rather

than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April

2005 which has since been withdrawn.

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meets the definition of a public benefit entity

under FRS 102. Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless

otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy.

  

2.2 Income

All income is recognised once the Circuit has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the income will be

received and the amount of income receivable can be measured reliably.

Grants are included in the Statement of Financial Activities on a receivable basis. The balance of income

received for specific purposes but not expended during the period is shown in the relevant funds on the

Balance Sheet. Where income is received in advance of entitlement of receipt, its recognition is deferred

and included in creditors as deferred income. Where entitlement occurs before income is received, the

income is accrued.

Income tax recoverable in relation to investment income is recognised at the time the investment income is

receivable.

Other income is recognised in the period in which it is receivable and to the extent the goods have been

provided or on completion of the service.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

2. Accounting policies (continued)

  

2.3 Expenditure

Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to transfer economic benefit to a

third party, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in settlement and the amount

of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure is classified by activity. The costs of each activity

are made up of the total of direct costs and shared costs, including support costs involved in undertaking

each activity. Direct costs attributable to a single activity are allocated directly to that activity. Shared costs

which contribute to more than one activity and support costs which are not attributable to a single activity

are apportioned between those activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. Central staff costs

are allocated on the basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset’s

use.

Expenditure on charitable activities is incurred on directly undertaking the activities which further the

Circuit's objectives, as well as any associated support costs.

Grants payable are charged in the year when the offer is made except in those cases where the offer is

conditional, such grants being recognised as expenditure when the conditions attaching are fulfilled. Grants

offered subject to conditions which have not been met at the year end are noted as a commitment, but not

accrued as expenditure.

All expenditure is inclusive of irrecoverable VAT.

  

2.4 Investment property

From time to time the Circuit may hold property (formerly manses and/or chapels) which is surplus to

requirements. Where this is the case and it is anticipated that the property is unlikely to be used again for its

prime purpose (residential property or place of worship), the property is classified as Investment Property

(whether let or not) and any lets are at market rates unless there is a compelling reason not to do so in

furtherance of the Circuit's charitable objectives. 

2.5 Tangible fixed assets and depreciation

Tangible fixed assets costing £1,000 or more are capitalised and recognised when future economic benefits

are probable and the cost or value of the asset can be measured reliably. 

Property that is used as originally intended, i.e. for the continuation of ordinary Circuit business, is shown in

the accounts at deemed cost, being the valuation on transition to FRS102 or at cost on date of purchase.

Deemed cost and cost are split between land and buildings.

Depreciation is charged so as to allocate the cost of tangible fixed assets less their residual value over their

estimated useful lives, using the straight-line method. Trustees consider the current residual value of the

manse buildings to be the same as their deemed cost or actual cost.

Depreciation is provided on the following bases:

Circuit manses - 2% straight line

Freehold land - not depreciated
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

2. Accounting policies (continued)

  

2.6 Investments

Fixed asset investments are a form of financial instrument and are initially recognised at their transaction

cost and subsequently measured at fair value at the Balance Sheet date, unless the value cannot be

measured reliably in which case it is measured at cost less impairment. Investment gains and losses,

whether realised or unrealised, are combined and presented as ‘Gains/(Losses) on investments’ in the

Statement of Financial Activities.

  

2.7 Stocks

Stocks are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value after making due allowance for obsolete and

slow-moving stocks. Cost includes all direct costs and an appropriate proportion of fixed and variable

overheads.

  

2.8 Debtors

Trade and other debtors are recognised at the settlement amount after any trade discount offered.

Prepayments are valued at the amount prepaid net of any trade discounts due.

  

2.9 Cash at bank and in hand

Cash at bank and in hand includes cash and short-term highly liquid investments with a short maturity of

three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the deposit or similar account.

2.10 Liabilities and provisions

Liabilities are recognised when there is an obligation at the Balance Sheet date as a result of a past event, it

is probable that a transfer of economic benefit will be required in settlement, and the amount of the

settlement can be estimated reliably.

Liabilities are recognised at the amount that the Circuit anticipates it will pay to settle the debt or the

amount it has received as advanced payments for the goods or services it must provide.

Provisions are measured at the best estimate of the amounts required to settle the obligation. Where the

effect of the time value of money is material, the provision is based on the present value of those amounts,

discounted at the pre-tax discount rate that reflects the risks specific to the liability. The unwinding of the

discount is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities as a finance cost.

  

2.11 Financial instruments

The Circuit only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial

instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently

measured at their settlement value with the exception of bank loans which are subsequently measured at

amortised cost using the effective interest method.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

2. Accounting policies (continued)

  

2.12 Pensions

All Methodist Ministers in the Circuit are members of the Methodist Ministers' Pension Scheme, which is a

defined benefit scheme. The Circuit is unable to identify its share of the underlying assets and liabilities of

the scheme and therefore contributions are accounted for as if it were a defined contribution scheme.

Contributions are therefore charged in the accounts as they become payable in accordance with the rules

of the scheme.

  

2.13 Fund accounting

General funds are unrestricted funds which are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in

furtherance of the general objectives of the Circuit and which have not been designated for other purposes.

Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the Trustees for particular

purposes. The aim and use of each designated fund is set out in the notes to the financial statements.

Restricted funds are funds which are to be used in accordance with specific restrictions imposed by donors

or which have been raised by the Circuit for particular purposes. The costs of raising and administering

such funds are charged against the specific fund. The aim and use of each restricted fund is set out in the

notes to the financial statements.

Investment income, gains and losses are allocated to the appropriate fund.

3. Income from donations and legacies

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £

Donations

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW - 27,575 27,575

The Stream Donations 4,170 - 4,170

Donations - 35,501 35,501
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

3. Income from donations and legacies (continued)

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Donations

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW - 19,390 19,390

Connexional Funds - 350 350

Gift Aid 975 - 975

975 19,740 20,715

4. Income from charitable activities

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £

Assessments on Churches 162,507 - 162,507

Grants received 4,010 3,855 7,865

166,517 3,855 170,372

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Assessments on Churches 162,598 - 162,598

Grants received 5,885 23,788 29,673

168,483 23,788 192,271
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

Grants received

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £

District Advance Fund Grant for Uttoxeter Youth and Schools

Worker - 3,855 3,855

District Advance Fund Grant for Lay Pastor 4,010 - 4,010

4,010 3,855 7,865

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

District Advance Fund Grant for Uttoxeter Youth and Schools

Worker - 3,788 3,788

World Church Grant for Fijian Minister - 20,000 20,000

Hunt's Charity Grant towards Diaconal Post 5,885 - 5,885

5,885 23,788 29,673

5. Investment income

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £

Rental income 17,783 - 17,783

Interest received 28,525 117 28,642

46,308 117 46,425
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

5. Investment income (continued)

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Rental income 20,874 - 20,874

Interest received 35,915 88 36,003

56,789 88 56,877

6. Other incoming resources

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £

Other income 34,225 4,196 38,421

New investment properties 125,000 - 125,000

159,225 4,196 163,421

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Other income 12,022 5,101 17,123

New investment properties 175,000 - 175,000

Gains on sale of investment properties 25,000 - 25,000

212,022 5,101 217,123
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

7. Analysis of grants

Grants to

Institutions

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £

Grants and donations 389 389

Grants to

Institutions

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £

Grants and donations 1,649 1,649

8. Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities

Summary by fund type

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

2025

        £         £         £

Grants and donations - 389 389

Property 115,272 - 115,272

District assessment and levy 101,778 - 101,778

Office and administration 19,359 9 19,368

Other outgoings 15,600 4,831 20,431

Depreciation 19,236 - 19,236

Stipends, salaries and associated costs 192,630 56,268 248,898

463,875 61,497 525,372
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

8. Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities (continued)

Summary by fund type (continued)

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

2024

        £         £         £

Grants and donations - 1,649 1,649

Property 95,495 1,238 96,733

District assessment and levy 104,185 - 104,185

Office and administration 22,453 6 22,459

Other outgoings 84,653 4,041 88,694

Depreciation 19,932 - 19,932

Stipends, salaries and associated costs 218,892 50,293 269,185

545,610 57,227 602,837

9. Analysis of expenditure by activities

Activities

undertaken

directly

2025

Grant

funding of

activities

2025

Support

costs

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £         £

Grants and donations - 389 - 389

Property - - 115,272 115,272

District assessment and levy 101,778 - - 101,778

Office and administration - - 19,368 19,368

Other outgoings - - 20,431 20,431

Depreciation - - 19,236 19,236

Stipends, salaries and associated costs - - 248,898 248,898

101,778 389 423,205 525,372
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

9. Analysis of expenditure by activities (continued)

Activities

undertaken

directly

2024

Grant funding

of activities

2024

Support

costs

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £         £

Grants and donations - 1,649 - 1,649

Property - - 96,733 96,733

District assessment and levy 104,185 - - 104,185

Office and administration - - 22,459 22,459

Other outgoings - - 88,694 88,694

Depreciation - - 19,932 19,932

Stipends, salaries and associated costs - - 269,185 269,185

104,185 1,649 497,003 602,837

10. Auditor's remuneration

2025 2024

£ £

Fees payable to the Circuit's auditor for the audit of the Circuit's annual accounts 10,900 10,125

Fees payable to the Circuit's auditor in respect of:

Non audit fees 2,000 1,850
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

11. Staff costs

2025 2024

£ £

Wages and salaries 202,331 209,649

Social security costs 18,325 17,985

Contribution to defined contribution pension schemes 28,242 41,551

248,898 269,185

The average number of persons employed by the Circuit during the year was as follows:

2025 2024

No. No.

Ministers 4 6

Administration & mission 3 4

7 10

No employee received remuneration amounting to more than £60,000 in either year.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

12. Trustees' remuneration and expenses

The Superintendent of the Circuit, the other Ministers and the remaining members of the Circuit Leadership

Team are considered as key management personnel. The Superintendent chairs meetings of the Circuit

Leadership Team and Circuit Meetings. The members of the Circuit Meeting are the Trustees of the Circuit. 

The stipends, employer's NIC and employer's pension contributions and other epxenses of the Ministers of the

Circuit are paid by the Circuit.

During the year, one or more Trustees has been paid remuneration or has received other benefits from an

employment with the Circuit. The value of Trustees' remuneration and other benefits was as follows:

2025 2024

£ £

Rev'd Helen Harrell Remuneration - 26,814

Pension contributions paid - 7,161

Rev'd Rachel Wood Remuneration 34,417 32,562

Pension contributions paid 6,220 7,678

Rev'd Mike Redshaw Remuneration 28,642 29,399

Pension contributions paid 5,687 7,678

Rev'd Manoa Ratubalavu Remuneration 31,227 29,399

Pension contributions paid 6,220 7,678

Rev'd Rachel Moss Remuneration 31,485 29,399

Pension contributions paid 6,220 7,678

During the year ended 31 August 2025, one Trustee has received expenses in relation to their work as a Trustee

totalling £832 (2024 - £842).
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Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

13. Tangible fixed assets

Manses

£

Cost or valuation

At 1 September 2024 1,242,500

At 31 August 2025 1,242,500

Depreciation

At 1 September 2024 39,864

Charge for the year 19,236

At 31 August 2025 59,100

Net book value

At 31 August 2025 1,183,400

At 31 August 2024 1,202,636

During the year property managed by the Circuit comprised of 5 manses.
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Notes to the Financial Statements
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14. Investment property

Freehold

investment

property

£

Valuation

At 1 September 2024 1,400,000

Additions 125,000

At 31 August 2025 1,525,000

During the year Boylestone Church closed to worship during the year and their management transferred to the

Circuit. The following Chapels are also closed to worship and managed by the Circuit; Rowland Memorial,

Blackfordby, Prince Memorial, Woodmill and Woodville.

Contingent Liability

When trustees dispose of property on which a levy is chargeable under Standing Order 970 they shall, subject to

Standing Order 973, contribute part of the proceeds to the fund as follows: (iA) up to £20,000 for the first

£20,000 Nil (i) on any excess over £20,000 up to £100,000 20% (ii) on any excess over £100,000 40%.

The sum upon which the levy is calculated shall be the balance remaining after making the payments required

under heads (i), (ii) and (iii) of Standing Order 916(1) or made for work to the property disposed of which has

been undertaken on the advice of a qualified surveyor for the purpose of increasing the proceeds of the

disposal. Proceeds go to the Connexional Priority Fund.

15. Stocks

2025 2024

£ £

Finished goods and goods for resale 905 1,256

Page 31

Docusign Envelope ID: 2D2D38D0-B9F2-45EB-9AF3-DC3ED6CB18F3
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Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2025

16. Debtors

2025 2024

£ £

Due within one year

Other debtors 4,661 -

Prepayments and accrued income 15,939 18,590

20,600 18,590

17. Current asset investments

2025 2024

£ £

Unlisted investments 108,272 106,746

18. Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

2025 2024

£ £

Accruals 19,188 16,692
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19. Statement of funds

Statement of funds - current year

Balance at 1

September

2024

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at 31

August 2025

£

Unrestricted

funds

General Funds 3,033,732 371,926 (461,046) (5,145) 40 2,939,507

Circuit Model

Trust Fund 104,214 4,294 (2,829) - - 105,679

3,137,946 376,220 (463,875) (5,145) 40 3,045,186

Restricted funds

Uttoxeter Schools

Worker 598 41,430 (36,269) 5,145 - 10,904

Hanbury Burial

Ground 2,048 94 (7) - - 2,135

Benevolent Fund 90 - - - - 90

Internal

Organisations 13,568 4,196 (4,830) 351 - 13,285

Shoe Box Appeal 389 - (389) - - -

Woodville Burial

Ground 507 23 (2) - - 528

Stock 1,256 - - (351) - 905

Hunt's Charity - 25,501 (20,000) - - 5,501

18,456 71,244 (61,497) 5,145 - 33,348

Total of funds 3,156,402 447,464 (525,372) - 40 3,078,534
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19. Statement of funds (continued)

Restricted funds exist to support specific expenditure. Each of the following Restricted funds are used for the

purpose described:

Uttoxeter Schools Worker

To continue to jointly fund the School's Worker at Uttoxeter with the objective of bringing the good news of

Jesus into schools within the Uttoxeter Pyramid of schools.

Hanbury Burial Ground

To fund maintenance of the Burial Ground at Hanbury.

Benevolent Fund

Primarily held for the relief of poverty and sitress in the congregations and neighbourhood of the Circuit.

Internal Organisations

Funds held by a variety of organisations within individual Churches.

World Churches

To fund 50% of the costs of the Presbyter provided to minister to the Fijian community in the UK.

Shoe Box Appeal

To provide funds for the annual shoe box appeal.

Woodville Burial Ground

To fund maintenance of the Burial Ground at Woodville.

Hunt's Charity

To further the charitable purposes in connection with the Methodist Church in the South Derbyshire Circuit which

is now part of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Circuit
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19. Statement of funds (continued)

Statement of funds - prior year

Balance at

1 September

2023

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at

31 August

2024

£

Unrestricted funds

General Funds 3,045,761 423,124 (536,215) 125,917 (24,855) 3,033,732

Circuit Model Trust

Fund 229,205 15,145 (9,395) (130,741) - 104,214

3,274,966 438,269 (545,610) (4,824) (24,855) 3,137,946

Restricted funds

Uttoxeter Schools

Worker 3,415 23,178 (30,855) 4,860 - 598

Hanbury Burial

Ground 2,001 88 (5) (36) - 2,048

Benevolent Fund 190 - (100) - - 90

Connexional - 350 (350) - - -

Internal

Organisations 12,077 5,101 (3,943) 333 - 13,568

World Churches 675 20,000 (20,675) - - -

Shoe Box Appeal 1,688 - (1,299) - - 389

Woodville Burial

Ground 507 - - - - 507

Stock 1,589 - - (333) - 1,256

22,142 48,717 (57,227) 4,824 - 18,456

Total of funds 3,297,108 486,986 (602,837) - (24,855) 3,156,402
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20. Summary of funds

Summary of funds - current year

Balance at 1

September

2024

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at 31

August 2025

£

General funds 3,137,946 376,220 (463,875) (5,145) 40 3,045,186

Restricted funds 18,456 71,244 (61,497) 5,145 - 33,348

3,156,402 447,464 (525,372) - 40 3,078,534

Summary of funds - prior year

Balance at

1 September

2023

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at

31 August

2024

£

General funds 3,274,966 438,269 (545,610) (4,824) (24,855) 3,137,946

Restricted funds 22,142 48,717 (57,227) 4,824 - 18,456

3,297,108 486,986 (602,837) - (24,855) 3,156,402

21. Analysis of net assets between funds

Analysis of net assets between funds - current year

Unrestricted

funds

2025

Restricted

funds

2025

Total

funds

2025

        £         £         £

Tangible fixed assets 1,183,400 - 1,183,400

Investment property 1,525,000 - 1,525,000

Current assets 355,974 33,348 389,322

Creditors due within one year (19,188) - (19,188)

Total 3,045,186 33,348 3,078,534
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21. Analysis of net assets between funds (continued)

Analysis of net assets between funds - prior year

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Tangible fixed assets 1,202,636 - 1,202,636

Investment property 1,400,000 - 1,400,000

Current assets 552,002 18,456 570,458

Creditors due within one year (16,692) - (16,692)

Total 
3,137,946 18,456 3,156,402

22. Reconciliation of net movement in funds to net cash flow from operating activities

2025 2024

£ £

Net expenditure for the year (as per Statement of Financial Activities) (77,868) (140,706)

Adjustments for:

Depreciation charges 19,236 19,932

Additions of Investment Properties (125,000) (175,000)

Decrease in stocks 351 333

Increase/(decrease) in debtors (2,010) 6,942

Increase/(decrease) in creditors 2,496 (7,810)

Investment income (36,425) (56,877)

Disposals of Investment Properties - 270,000

Deficit on investment property - 26,400

Net cash used in operating activities (219,220) (56,786)
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23. Analysis of cash and cash equivalents

2025 2024

£ £

Cash in hand 367,817 550,612

Total cash and cash equivalents 367,817 550,612

24. Analysis of changes in net debt

At 1

September

2024 Cash flows

At 31 August

2025

£
£ £

Cash at bank and in hand 443,866 (184,321) 259,545

Liquid investments 106,746 1,526 108,272

550,612 (182,795) 367,817

25. Capital commitments

There were no capital commitments at the year-end (2024 - £NIL).

26. Pension commitments

The Circuit operates a defined contribution pension scheme. The assets of the scheme are held seperately from

those of the Circuit in an independently administered fund. The pension cost charge represents contributions

payable by the Circuit to the fund and amount to £28,242 (2024 - £41,551). Contributions totalling £NIL (2024 -

£NIL) were payable to the fund at the balance sheet date and are included in creditors. 

27. Related party transactions

The Circuit has not entered into any related party transaction during the year, nor are there any outstanding

balances owing between related parties and the Circuit at 31 August 2025.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

  
Trustees' Report

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

The Trustees present their annual report together with the audited financial statements of the East Staffordshire and

South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit for the year ended 31 August 2024. 

Welcome from the Superintendent

Welcome to the Trustees Annual Report for the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit.

Superintendent Minister of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit. 

Introduction

At the start of the year 2023-24, there were 15 churches within the Circuit, across the counties of Derbyshire and

Staffordshire, covering the towns of Uttoxeter, Burton upon Trent and Swadlincote (and surrounding villages). ‘The

Stream’ digital Church has also continued to develop, including gaining new members from the church societies that

have ceased to meet.

All churches, except 2 which meet twice a month, meet weekly on a Sunday. All churches have week day activities

(either on a monthly or weekly basis) to support church members and reach out into the community, such as coffee

mornings, warm spaces, Messy Churches etc. The multipurpose drop-in centre “Oasis” in Swadlincote remains open and

also hosts the Circuit Office. 

The Circuit Leadership Team, with support of the Circuit Meeting, have encouraged local churches to realistically reflect

on their future, the results of which will be used to identify future mission and ministry. 

Objectives and activities

In setting our objectives and planning our activities the Circuit Trustees meet at least twice a year. These meetings plan

and agree the activities of the Circuit and ensure it complies with Charity Commission guidance. The Circuit trustees

have given authorisation to the Circuit Leadership Team to act on their behalf throughout the year. 

The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union and the Model Trust Deeds of the

Methodist Church. The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of Union

the advancement of:

The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist Church; 

Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other organisation of The

Methodist Church; 

Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist Church;

Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The Methodist Church
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Objectives and activities (continued)

We do this in various ways including: 

 The organisation and resourcing of regular acts of worship open to members of the church and non-members

alike. 

 Offering different styles of worship e.g. café worship, Messy Church, reflective and bereavement services

 The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups. 

 The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the ill and bereaved, and supporting the work of the hospital

chaplaincy teams. 

 Leading funeral, weddings and baptism services.

 Taking religious assemblies in local schools. 

 Engaging in community work such as supporting Foodbanks, and Christmas Shoebox appeals.

We are seeking to be a visionary Circuit glorifying God, sharing the mission and ministry of Jesus. This Circuit is called

into being by the grace of God, led by Jesus Christ and is given the gifts for its work by and through the renewing power

of the Holy Spirit to facilitate mission through worship, witness and service of the congregations and Circuit along with

ecumenical co-operation and community engagement encouraging shared ministry with all parts of the Christian

family.

Achievements and performance

a. Review of the year

The summer of 2024 has seen yet another change of staffing, meaning we now have 4 fulltime ministers (Presbyters).

The 2 churches that did not fulfil Methodist criteria of having 12 trustees, were given a year to explore options. At the

circuit meeting in July 24, one of the churches (Short Street) was given a year’s extension as they had reached out to

the community, in Mission and Outreach, including through the toddler group, and had increased the number of trustees

to more than 12. The other (Boylestone) had not had the same opportunities, and outreach to the small village was not

possible. They had a conversation with another church, to see if they could merge trusteeship, and a short extension

was given, to allow the final vote to take place, on the understanding that if it was not successful, the circuit meeting

would take on the trusteeship and vote to close the building.

The circuit administrator left on the 31st March 2024, and paperwork is being prepared to find a replacement. 

Mission and ministry continues to happen across the local churches, through coffee mornings, warm space, school

assemblies (including open the book), Messy Church and through the work of the Uttoxeter schools worker, who is now

also being financially supported by the Anglican churches in Uttoxeter. His work continues to develop supporting the

needs of the schools – staff and students. A new Part time temporary role (Lay Pastor) was created to support 2

churches in particular, as well as some work across the circuit. This started on the 1st February 2024. 

b. Property

For the Connexional Year 2023 – 2024 the Circuit are the Managing Trustees for a total of 6 Manses. These are sited at

Ashby Road, Burton, Elwyn Close, Stretton, Heathlands Drive, Uttoxeter, Tennyson Avenue, Midway, Lincote Way,

Woodville. These Manses are all occupied by Presbyters. The 6th Manse is Wye Dale, Church Gresley and is currently

vacant following the Rev Dave Bonny’s move to another Circuit in September 2023. The Circuit Meeting held in March

2024 agreed that this property be offered for sale and that process is ongoing.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Achievements and performance (continued)

The Circuit are also Managing Trustees for the following Investment Properties: The Well (formerly Rowland Memorial

Methodist Church), Woodville Methodist Church, Blackfordby Methodist Chruch, Woodmill (St Pauls) Methodist Church

and Acresford Methodist Church. 

During the year the churches at Stubwood and Winshill were sold by public auction. Hatton Methodist Church was also

offered for sale but did not reach its reserve value at auction and was therefore not sold. The property has been re

marketed and it is hoped a sale will be completed early in the 2024 – 2025 Connexional Year.

Acresford Methodist Church is a site covered by Methodist Heritage and dialogue with them is ongoing. It is hoped to be

able to sell this property in the future.

c. Plans for future years

The Circuit Leadership Team will continue to work with local churches as they reflect on The Way Forward documents

and the Methodist Way of Life (MWOL) offering space for and encouraging worship, discipleship and evangelism. The

process to sell some of our redundant buildings has begun, the proceeds of which will support the local churches and

the Circuit staff. Looking further ahead, there will be more changes in staffing, and so conversations about future

ministry will need to take place. We are also committed to support mission projects (new and old including the Arts

Church and Oasis) and to helping local communities in as many ways as we can. As we enter a new Connexional year,

we acknowledge the difficult times, but look forward in faith and hope to what the New Year brings. 

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity's Annual Report and Accounts have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011and the Accounting and

Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities preparing their accounts in

accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective

2019)—the Charities SORP (FRS 102)). 

The members of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity Trustees,

membership being made up of Circuit Office Holders, Ministers and Representatives appointed by the local churches.

Full membership is shown under Objectives & Activities on page 2 of this Report. 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Financial review

During the year, the Circuit has accounted for total income of £486,986 (2022/23 £530,362) and expenditure of £602,837

(2022/23 £535,139). Contained within the income figure is notional income of £175,000 which was received when

Acresford church, which closed to worship, became the management responsibility of the Circuit. This is now shown on

the balance sheet as an investment property. Excluding this notional income, the underlying, recurrent operating deficit

of c£290,900 was slightly higher (£8,000) than that planned of £282,300. 

The underlying deficit is due to an expected shortfall in shares due to church closures and the continuing inability of

active churches to raise sufficient funds to cover all Circuit operational expenses.

The Circuit continues to actively manage its manses and investment properties to minimise cost and provide a good

standard of accommodation for Ministers. Investment properties are planned to be sold at the earliest opportunity. 

The Circuit considers itself to be a going concern. This is based on the levels of income (capital receipts from sale of

investment properties and share payments from Churches) expected for the financial year 2025/26. Although the

Circuit anticipates a continuation of church closures, it is confident it has sufficient reserves to meet any shortfall in

income. 

The Circuit continues to work towards a position where operational expenses are fully covered by operational income

without the reliance on property sales. To this end the Circuit has reduced the number of Presbyters stationed in the

Circuit from 5.5 F.T.E. (Full Time Equivalents) at September 2020 to 3.0 F.T.E from 1 September 2025. Further action will

be necessary by all churches working together to ensure long term financial stability.

There are no subsidiary undertakings. 

The Circuits main source of income continues to be shares received from the Churches within the Circuit, which in

2023/24 accounted for 33% of its operational income (2022/23, 38%). 

Circuit income is used, in the main, to fund the stipends and associated costs of Ministers (5.0 full time equivalents during

the year) and salaries and associated costs of lay staff (2.50 full time equivalents). In 2023/24 this accounted for 45% of

total expenditure (2022/23, 52%). The balance of expenditure, in the main, is used to support the wider Methodist Church

17% (2022/23, 23%) and the running of the property within the Circuit, 16% (2022/23, 13%).
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

a. Reserves policy

At the end of the year (31 August 2024) the Circuit held the following reserves;

     £

Unrestricted Circuit Model Trust Fund 104,214

General 3,033,732

Sub-total unresricted 3,137,946

Restricted See below 18.456

Total Reserves 3,156,402

Restricted funds are held and used for the purposes for which they are given. It is the policy of the Circuit to use such

funds for the purposes intended as soon as is practically possible. The balance held for restricted funds is allocated as

follows;

     £

Fairer Choice 5,206

Stocks 1,256

Oasis 8,362

Woodville Burial Ground 507

Shoe Boxes 389

Benevolent Fund 90

Hanbury Burial Ground 2,048

Uttoxeter Youth & Schools Worker 598

Total 18,456

It is not the policy to hold significant reserves. However, sufficient reserves are held to continue funding those items of

expenditure agreed by the Circuit and which cannot be funded from income.

The Circuit will, in the light of known and developing plans, continue to review the reserves held to ensure they are used

in the best interest of the Circuit.

b. Financial risk management objectives and policies

As last year, the major risk to the Circuit and its churches remains one of an ageing congregation, reducing

membership leading to reduced income, coupled with rising costs and increased property expenditure. Whilst some of

our churches are growing in membership, others are shrinking, meaning that some difficult decisions will need to be

made about the future of their buildings and explore different ways / spaces to worship. There is also a risk between

balancing the needs of the Circuit (and local churches) along with the financial situation, which currently is reliant on

sale of redundant church buildings. 

c. Investments

To comply with Methodist Standing Orders, monies for long term investment are lodged with the Trustees for Methodist

Church Purposes (TMCP). TMCP acts as custodian trustee for all real estate held by Circuits and for all large (over

£20,000) bequests. These sums are invested in unitised investments or held on deposit. 

Short term deposits are lodged with the Central Finance Board (CFB) where they attract interest.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Structure, governance and management

The governing document for the Circuit is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976). Detailed

governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church by

order of the annual conference (CPD). 

Day to day management of the Circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Leadership Team along with the Local Preachers

Meeting. 

a. Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the Circuit, specifically the

leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church' is made available to all new Circuit meeting members as an

induction to their role as trustees. 

b. Related party relationships

The Circuit is part of the Nottingham and Derby District and is also accountable to the Methodist Conference. The Circuit

is composed of the following Methodist Churches: 

Acresford Methodist Church (Closed Sept 23) 

Barton under Needwood Methodist Church

Boylestone Methodist Church

Church Gresley Methodist Church 

Draycott in the Clay Methodist Church 

Etwall Methodist Church 

Hilton Methodist Church 

Newhall Methodist Church 

Overseal C of E/Methodist Church 

Short Street Methodist Church 

Stanton Methodist Church 

Stretton Methodist Church 

St Thomas's Methodist Church 

Ticknall Methodist Church 

Trinity (Linton) Methodist Church 

Uttoxeter Methodist Church 

The Well

The Stream

c. Risk management

As last year, the major risk to the Circuit and its churches remains one of an ageing congregation, reducing

membership leading to reduced income, coupled with rising costs and increased property expenditure. Whilst some of

our churches are growing in membership, others are shrinking, meaning that some difficult decisions will need to be

made about the future of their buildings and explore different ways / spaces to worship. There is also a risk between

balancing the needs of the Circuit (and local churches) along with the financial situation, which currently is reliant on

sale of redundant church buildings. 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Safeguarding

Statement of Safeguarding Principles

It is the Methodist Church’s intention to value every human being as part of God’s creation and the whole people of God.

At the heart of the Methodist community is a deep sense of the place of welcome, hospitality and openness, which

demonstrates the nature of God’s grace and love for all. Our church communities are called to be places where the

transformational love of God is embodied and life in all its fullness is a gift, which is offered to all people.

Principles

Safeguarding is about the action the Church takes to promote a safer culture. This means we will:

 promote the welfare of children, young people and adults

 work to prevent abuse from occurring

 seek to protect and respond well to those that have been abused.

We are committed to:

 the care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and adults

 safeguarding and protecting all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

 establishing safe, caring communities, which provide a loving environment where there is informed vigilance as to

the dangers of abuse.

We will:

 carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the church, in line with safer recruitment principles,

including the use of criminal records checks through the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).

 respond without delay to every safeguarding concern, which suggests that a child, young person or adult may

have been harmed, working in partnership with the police and social services in any investigation. 

 seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate ministry of informed

pastoral care.

 seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.

 support risk assessment of those who present a safeguarding risk within a church environment. We will ensure

appropriate pastoral care is offered and measures are taken to address identified risks including referral to

statutory agencies, suspension and the use of safeguarding contracts.

In all these principles, we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice.

Summary

It remains to be a challenging time within the circuit, however there are signs of hope and things to give thanks for. The

circuit contribute to the work of a schools worker in Uttoxeter who works in many schools across Uttoxeter and beyond.

Other school work has developed in many places across the circuit including assemblies, open the book, Education

Sunday services where schools take an active part in the service. Ministry among the Guiding groups of Swadlincote

continue – most recently a Christmas carol service for over 100 girls was held. Over the last few months, we have tried

new things, including an open space in an empty church building (which is used as our base for online services and

meetings) as well as a craft day and film night. We continue to explore how that building can be used for mission and

ministry, and we continue to encourage people across the circuit to engage with the Methodist Way of Life.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Trustees' Report (continued)

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Statement of Trustees' responsibilities

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in accordance with

applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

The law applicable to charities in England & Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each

financial  which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Circuit and of its incoming resources and

application of resources, including its income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these financial statements,

the Trustees are required to:

 select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

 observe the methods and principles of the Charities SORP (FRS 102);

 make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

 state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards (FRS 102) have been followed, subject to any material

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;

 prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the Circuit

will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the

Circuit's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Circuit and enable

them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports)

Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the Trust deed. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the

Circuit and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

Disclosure of information to auditor

Each of the persons who are Trustees at the time when this Trustees' Report is approved has confirmed that:

 so far as that Trustee is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the charity's auditor is unaware,

and

 that Trustee has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a Trustee in order to be aware of any

relevant audit information and to establish that the charity's auditor is aware of that information.

Auditor

The auditor, Dains Audit Limited, has indicated his willingness to continue in office. The designated Trustees will propose

a motion reappointing the auditor at a meeting of the Trustees.

Approved by order of the members of the board of Trustees on 22 April 2025 and signed on their behalf by:

___________________________

Rev. Rachel Wood

Superintendent

Page 10

Docusign Envelope ID: 57C258C2-E95D-4E9D-862C-DD884D91BE49



East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of  East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit (the 'charity') for

the year ended 31 August 2024 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, the Statement

of Cash Flows and the related notes, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting

framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards,

including Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of

Ireland' (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their

accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) in

preference to the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice issued on 1 April 2005

which is referred to in the extant regulations but has been withdrawn.

This has been done in order for the accounts to provide a true and fair view in accordance with the Generally Accepted

Accounting Practice effective for reporting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2015.

In our opinion the financial statements:

 give a true and fair view of the state of the charity's affairs as at 31 August 2024 and of its incoming resources

and application of resources for the year then ended;

 have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice; and

 have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable law.

Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the

financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with the ethical

requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the United Kingdom, including the Financial

Reporting Council's Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these

requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for

our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Trustees' use of the going concern basis of accounting

in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or

conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charity's ability to continue as a going

concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees with respect to going concern are described in the relevant

sections of this report.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of  East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

(continued)

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Annual Report other than the financial statements and

our Auditor's Report thereon. The Trustees are responsible for the other information contained within the Annual Report.

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise

explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read

the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the

financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially

misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine

whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have

performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that

fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations

2008 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

 the information given in the Trustees' Report is inconsistent in any material respect with the financial statements;

or

 sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or

 the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or

 we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of trustees

As explained more fully in the Trustees' Responsibilities Statement, the Trustees are responsible for the preparation of

the financial statements which give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the Trustees determine is

necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to

fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the charity's ability to continue as a

going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of

accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the charity or to cease operations, or have no realistic

alternative but to do so.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of  East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

(continued)

Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

We have been appointed as auditor under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with the Act

and relevant regulations made or having effect thereunder.

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from

material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditor's Report that includes our opinion.

Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with

ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are

considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic

decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design procedures in line

with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of irregularities, including fraud. The

extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud is detailed below:

Our approach to identifying and assessing the risks of material misstatement in respect of irregularities,

including fraud and non-compliance with laws and regulations, was as follows:

 the senior statutory auditor ensured that the engagement team collectively had the appropriate competence,

capabilities and skills to identify or recognise non-compliance with applicable laws and regulations;

 we identified the laws and regulations applicable to the company through discussions with directors and other

management, and from our commercial knowledge and experience of the charity sector;

 we focused on specific laws and regulations which we considered may have a direct material effect on the financial

statements or the operations of the charity, including the financial reporting legislation, Charities Act 2011, taxation

legislation, anti-bribery, employment, and environmental and health and safety legislation;

 we assessed the extent of compliance with the laws and regulations identified above through making enquiries of

management and inspecting legal correspondence; and

 identified laws and regulations were communicated within the audit team regularly and the team remained alert to

instances of non-compliance throughout the audit.

We assessed the susceptibility of the charity’s financial statements to material misstatement, including obtaining an

understanding of how fraud might occur, by:

 making enquiries of management as to where they considered there was susceptibility to fraud, their knowledge of

actual, suspected and alleged fraud;

 considering the internal controls in place to mitigate risks of fraud and non-compliance with laws and regulations.

To address the risk of fraud through management bias and override of controls, we:

 performed analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships;

 tested journal entries to identify unusual transactions;

 assessed whether judgements and assumptions made in determining the accounting estimates were indicative of

potential bias;

 investigated the rationale behind significant or unusual transactions
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Independent Auditor's Report to the Members of  East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

(continued)

In response to the risk of irregularities and non-compliance with laws and regulations, we designed procedures which

included, but were not limited to:

 agreeing financial statement disclosures to underlying supporting documentation;

 reading the minutes of meetings of those charged with governance;

 enquiring of management as to actual and potential litigation and claims;

 reviewing correspondence with HMRC, relevant regulators and the company’s legal advisors.

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all irregularities, including those

leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance with regulation. This risk increases the

more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed from the events and transactions reflected in the financial

statements, as we will be less likely to become aware of instances of non-compliance. The risk is also greater regarding

irregularities occurring due to fraud rather than error, as fraud involves intentional concealment, forgery, collusion,

omission or misrepresentation.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial Reporting

Council's website at: www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our Auditor's Report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with Part 4 of the Charities (Accounts and

Reports) Regulations 2008. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charity's trustees those

matters we are required to state to them in an Auditor's Report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted

by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and its members, as a body, for our

audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Dains Audit Limited

Statutory Auditor

Chartered Accountants
  
Birmingham

22 April 2025

Dains Audit Limited are eligible to act as auditors in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006.

Page 14

Docusign Envelope ID: 57C258C2-E95D-4E9D-862C-DD884D91BE49



East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Statement of financial activities

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

Total

funds

2023

Note         £         £         £         £

Income from:

Donations and legacies 3 975 19,740 20,715 20,504

Charitable activities 4 168,483 23,788 192,271 219,935

Investments 5 56,789 88 56,877 33,196

Other income 6 212,022 5,101 217,123 256,727

Total income 438,269 48,717 486,986 530,362

Expenditure on:

Charitable activities 8 545,610 57,227 602,837 535,139

Total expenditure 545,610 57,227 602,837 535,139

Net expenditure before net losses on

investments (107,341) (8,510) (115,851) (4,777)

Net losses on investments (24,855) - (24,855) (886)

Net expenditure (132,196) (8,510) (140,706) (5,663)

Transfers between funds 19 (4,824) 4,824 - -

Net movement in funds (137,020) (3,686) (140,706) (5,663)

Reconciliation of funds:

Total funds brought forward 3,274,966 22,142 3,297,108 3,302,771

Net movement in funds (137,020) (3,686) (140,706) (5,663)

Total funds carried forward 3,137,946 18,456 3,156,402 3,297,108

The Statement of Financial Activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

The notes on pages 18 to 38 form part of these financial statements.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Registered number: 

Balance Sheet

As at 31 August 2024

2024 2023

Note £ £

Fixed assets

Tangible assets 13 1,202,636 1,443,968

Investment property 14 1,400,000 1,300,000

2,602,636 2,743,968

Current assets

Stocks 15 1,256 1,589

Debtors 16 18,590 25,532

Investments 17 106,746 231,712

Cash at bank and in hand 443,866 318,809

570,458 577,642

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 18 (16,692) (24,502)

Net current assets 553,766 553,140

Total net assets 3,156,402 3,297,108

Charity funds

Restricted funds 19 18,456 22,142

Unrestricted funds 19 3,137,946 3,274,966

Total funds 3,156,402 3,297,108

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Trustees on 22 April 2025 and signed on their

behalf by:

___________________________

Andrew Wooding

Treasurer

The notes on pages 18 to 38 form part of these financial statements.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Statement of Cash Flows

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

2024 2023

£ £

Cash flows from operating activities

Net cash used in operating activities (56,786) (208,908)

Cash flows from financing activities

Interest received 56,877 20,096

Net cash provided by financing activities 56,877 20,096

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the year 91 (188,812)

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year 550,521 739,333

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year 550,612 550,521

The notes on pages 18 to 38 form part of these financial statements
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

1. General information

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit is a charity registered with the charity commission in

England and Wales. The address of the registered office is Uni 6, The Delph Centre, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11

9DA. The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union 1932 and the Model Trust

Deeds of the Methodist Church. Further information regarding the Circuit's principal activities are set out in the

Trustees' report. 

2. Accounting policies

  

2.1 Basis of preparation of financial statements

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102) - Accounting

and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their

accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland

(FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019), and the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and

Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

The financial statements have been prepared to give a 'true and fair' view and have departed from the

Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a 'true and fair'

view. This departure has involved following the Charities SORP (FRS 102) published in October 2019 rather

than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April

2005 which has since been withdrawn.

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meets the definition of a public benefit entity

under FRS 102. Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless

otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy.

  

2.2 Income

All income is recognised once the Circuit has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the income will be

received and the amount of income receivable can be measured reliably.

Grants are included in the Statement of Financial Activities on a receivable basis. The balance of income

received for specific purposes but not expended during the period is shown in the relevant funds on the

Balance Sheet. Where income is received in advance of entitlement of receipt, its recognition is deferred

and included in creditors as deferred income. Where entitlement occurs before income is received, the

income is accrued.

Income tax recoverable in relation to investment income is recognised at the time the investment income is

receivable.

Other income is recognised in the period in which it is receivable and to the extent the goods have been

provided or on completion of the service.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

2. Accounting policies (continued)

  

2.3 Expenditure

Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to transfer economic benefit to a

third party, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in settlement and the amount

of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure is classified by activity. The costs of each activity

are made up of the total of direct costs and shared costs, including support costs involved in undertaking

each activity. Direct costs attributable to a single activity are allocated directly to that activity. Shared costs

which contribute to more than one activity and support costs which are not attributable to a single activity

are apportioned between those activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. Central staff costs

are allocated on the basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset’s

use.

Expenditure on charitable activities is incurred on directly undertaking the activities which further the

Circuit's objectives, as well as any associated support costs.

Grants payable are charged in the year when the offer is made except in those cases where the offer is

conditional, such grants being recognised as expenditure when the conditions attaching are fulfilled. Grants

offered subject to conditions which have not been met at the year end are noted as a commitment, but not

accrued as expenditure.

All expenditure is inclusive of irrecoverable VAT.

  

2.4 Investment property

From time to time the Circuit may hold property (formerly manses and/or chapels) which is surplus to

requirements. Where this is the case and it is anticipated that the property is unlikely to be used again for its

prime purpose (residential property or place of worship), the property is classified as Investment Property

(whether let or not) and any lets are at market rates unless there is a compelling reason not to do so in

furtherance of the Circuit's charitable objectives. 

2.5 Tangible fixed assets and depreciation

Tangible fixed assets costing £1,000 or more are capitalised and recognised when future economic benefits

are probable and the cost or value of the asset can be measured reliably. 

Property that is used as originally intended, i.e. for the continuation of ordinary Circuit business, is shown in

the accounts at deemed cost, being the valuation on transition to FRS102 or at cost on date of purchase.

Deemed cost and cost are split between land and buildings.

Depreciation is charged so as to allocate the cost of tangible fixed assets less their residual value over their

estimated useful lives, using the straight-line method. Trustees consider the current residual value of the

manse buildings to be the same as their deemed cost or actual cost.

Depreciation is provided on the following bases:

Circuit manses - 2% straight line

Freehold land - not depreciated
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

2. Accounting policies (continued)

  

2.6 Investments

Fixed asset investments are a form of financial instrument and are initially recognised at their transaction

cost and subsequently measured at fair value at the Balance Sheet date, unless the value cannot be

measured reliably in which case it is measured at cost less impairment. Investment gains and losses,

whether realised or unrealised, are combined and presented as ‘Gains/(Losses) on investments’ in the

Statement of Financial Activities.

  

2.7 Stocks

Stocks are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value after making due allowance for obsolete and

slow-moving stocks. Cost includes all direct costs and an appropriate proportion of fixed and variable

overheads.

  

2.8 Debtors

Trade and other debtors are recognised at the settlement amount after any trade discount offered.

Prepayments are valued at the amount prepaid net of any trade discounts due.

  

2.9 Cash at bank and in hand

Cash at bank and in hand includes cash and short-term highly liquid investments with a short maturity of

three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the deposit or similar account.

2.10 Liabilities and provisions

Liabilities are recognised when there is an obligation at the Balance Sheet date as a result of a past event, it

is probable that a transfer of economic benefit will be required in settlement, and the amount of the

settlement can be estimated reliably.

Liabilities are recognised at the amount that the Circuit anticipates it will pay to settle the debt or the

amount it has received as advanced payments for the goods or services it must provide.

Provisions are measured at the best estimate of the amounts required to settle the obligation. Where the

effect of the time value of money is material, the provision is based on the present value of those amounts,

discounted at the pre-tax discount rate that reflects the risks specific to the liability. The unwinding of the

discount is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities as a finance cost.

  

2.11 Financial instruments

The Circuit only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial

instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently

measured at their settlement value with the exception of bank loans which are subsequently measured at

amortised cost using the effective interest method.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

2. Accounting policies (continued)

  

2.12 Pensions

All Methodist Ministers in the Circuit are members of the Methodist Ministers' Pension Scheme, which is a

defined benefit scheme. The Circuit is unable to identify its share of the underlying assets and liabilities of

the scheme and therefore contributions are accounted for as if it were a defined contribution scheme.

Contributions are therefore charged in the accounts as they become payable in accordance with the rules

of the scheme.

  

2.13 Fund accounting

General funds are unrestricted funds which are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in

furtherance of the general objectives of the Circuit and which have not been designated for other purposes.

Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the Trustees for particular

purposes. The aim and use of each designated fund is set out in the notes to the financial statements.

Restricted funds are funds which are to be used in accordance with specific restrictions imposed by donors

or which have been raised by the Circuit for particular purposes. The costs of raising and administering

such funds are charged against the specific fund. The aim and use of each restricted fund is set out in the

notes to the financial statements.

Investment income, gains and losses are allocated to the appropriate fund.

3. Income from donations and legacies

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Donations

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW - 19,390 19,390

Connexional Funds - 350 350

Gift Aid 975 - 975

975 19,740 20,715
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

3. Income from donations and legacies (continued)

Unrestricted

funds

2023

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £         £

Donations

General donations 4,175 - 4,175

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW - 14,995 14,995

Connexional Funds - 525 525

Gift Aid 809 - 809

4,984 15,520 20,504

4. Income from charitable activities

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Assessments on Churches 162,598 - 162,598

Grants received 5,885 23,788 29,673

168,483 23,788 192,271

Unrestricted

funds

2023

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £         £

Assessments on Churches 196,214 - 196,214

Grants received - 23,721 23,721

196,214 23,721 219,935
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Grants received

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

District Advance Fund Grant for UY&SW - 3,788 3,788

World Church Grant for Fijian Minister - 20,000 20,000

General grants 5,885 - 5,885

5,885 23,788 29,673

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £

District Advance Fund Grant for UY&SW 3,721 3,721

World Church Grant for Fijian Minister 20,000 20,000

23,721 23,721

5. Investment income

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Rental income 20,874 - 20,874

Interest received 35,915 88 36,003

56,789 88 56,877
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

5. Investment income (continued)

Unrestricted

funds

2023

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £         £

Rental income 3,100 - 3,100

Interest received 30,033 63 30,096

33,133 63 33,196

6. Other incoming resources

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Other income 12,022 5,101 17,123

New investment properties 175,000 - 175,000

Gains on sale of investment properties 25,000 - 25,000

212,022 5,101 217,123

Unrestricted

funds

2023

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £         £

Other income 3,148 5,159 8,307

New investment properties 225,000 - 225,000

Balances transferred from closed churches 23,420 - 23,420

251,568 5,159 256,727
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

7. Analysis of grants

Grants to

Institutions

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £

Grants and donations 1,649 1,649

Grants to

Institutions

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £

Grants and donations 1,848 1,848

8. Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities

Summary by fund type

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

2024

        £         £         £

Grants and donations - 1,649 1,649

Property 95,495 1,238 96,733

District assessment and levy 104,185 - 104,185

Office and administration 22,453 6 22,459

Other outgoings 84,653 4,041 88,694

Depreciation 19,932 - 19,932

Stipends, salaries and associated costs 218,892 50,293 269,185

545,610 57,227 602,837
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

8. Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities (continued)

Summary by fund type (continued)

Unrestricted

funds

2023

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

2023

        £         £         £

Grants and donations 330 1,518 1,848

Property 66,922 2,527 69,449

District assessment and levy 122,969 - 122,969

Office and administration 28,555 6 28,561

Other outgoings 5,495 5,654 11,149

Depreciation 23,532 - 23,532

Stipends, salaries and associated costs 233,508 44,123 277,631

481,311 53,828 535,139

9. Analysis of expenditure by activities

Activities

undertaken

directly

2024

Grant

funding of

activities

2024

Support

costs

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £         £

Grants and donations - 1,649 - 1,649

Property - - 96,733 96,733

District assessment and levy 104,185 - - 104,185

Office and administration - - 22,459 22,459

Other outgoings - - 88,694 88,694

Depreciation - - 19,932 19,932

Stipends, salaries and associated costs - - 269,185 269,185

104,185 1,649 497,003 602,837
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

9. Analysis of expenditure by activities (continued)

Activities

undertaken

directly

2023

Grant funding

of activities

2023

Support costs

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £         £         £

Grants and donations - 1,848 - 1,848

Property - - 69,449 69,449

District assessment and levy 122,969 - - 122,969

Office and administration - - 28,561 28,561

Other outgoings - - 11,149 11,149

Depreciation - - 23,532 23,532

Stipends, salaries and associated costs - - 277,631 277,631

122,969 1,848 410,322 535,139

10. Auditor's remuneration

2024 2023

£ £

Fees payable to the Circuit's auditor for the audit of the Circuit's annual accounts 10,125 9,900

Fees payable to the Circuit's auditor in respect of:

Non audit fees 1,850 1,750
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

11. Staff costs

2024 2023

£ £

Wages and salaries 209,649 216,406

Social security costs 17,985 16,653

Contribution to defined contribution pension schemes 41,551 44,572

269,185 277,631

The average number of persons employed by the Circuit during the year was as follows:

2024 2023

No. No.

Ministers 6 6

Administration & mission 4 4

10 10

No employee received remuneration amounting to more than £60,000 in either year.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

12. Trustees' remuneration and expenses

The Superintendent of the Circuit, the other Ministers and the remaining members of the Circuit Leadership

Team are considered as key management personnel. The Superintendent chairs meetings of the Circuit

Leadership Team and Circuit Meetings. The members of the Circuit Meeting are the Trustees of the Circuit. 

The stipends, employer's NIC and employer's pension contributions and other epxenses of the Ministers of the

Circuit are paid by the Circuit.

During the year, one or more Trustees has been paid remuneration or has received other benefits from an

employment with the Circuit. The value of Trustees' remuneration and other benefits was as follows:

2024 2023

£ £

Rev'd Dave Bonny Remuneration - 27,324

Pension contributions paid - 6,640

Rev'd Helen Harrell Remuneration 26,814 27,280

Pension contributions paid 7,161 7,291

Rev'd Rachel Wood Remuneration 32,562 27,280

Pension contributions paid 7,678 7,291

Rev'd Mike Redshaw Remuneration 29,399 27,280

Pension contributions paid 7,678 7,291

Rev'd Manoa Ratubalavu Remuneration 29,399 27,280

Pension contributions paid 7,678 7,291

Rev'd Rachel Moss Remuneration 29,399 27,280

Pension contributions paid 7,678 7,291

During the year ended 31 August 2024, one Trustee has received expenses in relation to their work as a Trustee

totalling £842 (2023 - £NIL).
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

13. Tangible fixed assets

Manses

£

Cost or valuation

At 1 September 2023 1,467,500

Transfers between classes (225,000)

At 31 August 2024 1,242,500

Depreciation

At 1 September 2023 23,532

Charge for the year 19,932

Transfers between classes (3,600)

At 31 August 2024 39,864

Net book value

At 31 August 2024 1,202,636

At 31 August 2023 1,443,968

During the year property managed by the Circuit comprised of 6 manses. One of these is now sellable and has

been transferred to investment property. 
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

14. Investment property

Freehold

investment

property

£

Valuation

At 1 September 2023 1,300,000

Additions 175,000

Disposals (270,000)

Deficit on revaluation (26,400)

Transfers between classes 221,400

At 31 August 2024 1,400,000

During the year Acresford Church closed to worship during the year and their management transferred to the

Circuit. The following Chapels are also closed to worship and managed by the Circuit; Rowland Memorial,

Blackfordby, Prince Memorial, Woodmill and Woodville.

Stubwood Chapel and Winshill Church were sold during the year.

Contingent Liability

When trustees dispose of property on which a levy is chargeable under Standing Order 970 they shall, subject to

Standing Order 973, contribute part of the proceeds to the fund as follows: (iA) up to £20,000 or the first

£20,000 Nil (i) on any excess over £20,000 up to £100,000 20% (ii) on any excess over £100,000 40%..

The sum upon which the levy is calculated shall be the balance remaining after making the payments required

under heads (i), (ii) and (iii) of Standing Order 916(1) or made for work to the property disposed of which has

been undertaken on the advice of a qualified surveyor for the purpose of increasing the proceeds of the

disposal. Proceeds go to the Connexional Priority Fund.

15. Stocks

2024 2023

£ £

Finished goods and goods for resale 1,256 1,589
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

16. Debtors

2024 2023

£ £

Due within one year

Prepayments and accrued income 18,590 25,532

17. Current asset investments

2024 2023

£ £

Unlisted investments 106,746 231,712

18. Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

2024 2023

£ £

Accruals 16,692 24,502
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

19. Statement of funds

Statement of funds - current year

Balance at 1

September

2023

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at 31

August 2024

£

Unrestricted

funds

General Funds 3,045,761 423,124 (536,215) 125,917 (24,855) 3,033,732

Circuit Model

Trust Fund 229,205 15,145 (9,395) (130,741) - 104,214

3,274,966 438,269 (545,610) (4,824) (24,855) 3,137,946

Restricted funds

Uttoxeter Schools

Worker 3,415 23,178 (30,855) 4,860 - 598

Hanbury Burial

Ground 2,001 88 (5) (36) - 2,048

Benevolent Fund 190 - (100) - - 90

Connexional - 350 (350) - - -

Internal

Organisations 12,077 5,101 (3,943) 333 - 13,568

World Churches 675 20,000 (20,675) - - -

Shoe Box Appeal 1,688 - (1,299) - - 389

Woodville Burial

Ground 507 - - - - 507

Stock 1,589 - - (333) - 1,256

22,142 48,717 (57,227) 4,824 - 18,456

Total of funds 3,297,108 486,986 (602,837) - (24,855) 3,156,402
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

19. Statement of funds (continued)

Restricted funds exist to support specific expenditure. Each of the following Restricted funds are used for the

purpose described:

Uttoxeter Schools Worker

To continue to jointly fund the School's Worker at Uttoxeter with the objective of bringing the good news of

Jesus into schools within the Uttoxeter Pyramid of schools.

Hanbury Burial Ground

To fund maintenance of the Burial Ground at Hanbury.

Benevolent Fund

Primarily held for the relief of poverty and sitress in the congregations and neighbourhood of the Circuit.

Internal Organisations

Funds held by a variety of organisations within individual Churches.

World Churches

To fund 50% of the costs of the Presbyter provided to minister to the Fijian community in the UK.

Shoe Box Appeal

To provide funds for the annual shoe box appeal.

Woodville Burial Ground

To fund maintenance of the Burial Ground at Woodville.
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

19. Statement of funds (continued)

Statement of funds - prior year

Balance at

1 September

2022

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at

31 August

2023

£

Unrestricted funds

General Funds 2,672,507 469,903 (443,547) 347,784 (886) 3,045,761

Circuit Model Trust

Fund 602,478 15,996 (37,764) (351,505) - 229,205

Restricted funds

Uttoxeter Schools

Worker 6,373 18,716 (25,173) 3,499 - 3,415

Hanbury Burial

Ground 2,002 63 (4) (60) - 2,001

Benevolent Fund 190 - - - - 190

Connexional - 525 (300) (225) - -

Internal

Organisations 12,090 5,159 (5,654) 482 - 12,077

World Churches 2,154 20,000 (21,479) - - 675

Shoe Box Appeal 2,906 - (1,218) - - 1,688

Woodville Burial

Ground - - - 507 - 507

Stock 2,071 - - (482) - 1,589

Total Restricted

funds 27,786 44,463 (53,828) 3,721 - 22,142

Total of funds 3,302,771 530,362 (535,139) - (886) 3,297,108
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

20. Summary of funds

Summary of funds - current year

Balance at 1

September

2023

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at 31

August 2024

£

General funds 3,274,966 438,269 (545,610) (4,824) (24,855) 3,137,946

Restricted funds 22,142 48,717 (57,227) 4,824 - 18,456

3,297,108 486,986 (602,837) - (24,855) 3,156,402

Summary of funds - prior year

Balance at

1 September

2022

£

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Transfers

in/out

£

Gains/

(Losses)

£

Balance at

31 August

2023

£

General funds 3,274,985 485,899 (481,311) (3,721) (886) 3,274,966

Restricted funds 27,786 44,463 (53,828) 3,721 - 22,142

3,302,771 530,362 (535,139) - (886) 3,297,108

21. Analysis of net assets between funds

Analysis of net assets between funds - current period

Unrestricted

funds

2024

Restricted

funds

2024

Total

funds

2024

        £         £         £

Tangible fixed assets 1,202,636 - 1,202,636

Investment property 1,400,000 - 1,400,000

Current assets 552,002 18,456 570,458

Creditors due within one year (16,692) - (16,692)

Total 3,137,946 18,456 3,156,402
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

21. Analysis of net assets between funds (continued)

Analysis of net assets between funds - prior period

Unrestricted

funds

2023

Restricted

funds

2023

Total

funds

2023

        £         £         £

Tangible fixed assets 1,443,968 - 1,443,968

Investment property 1,300,000 - 1,300,000

Current assets 555,233 22,409 577,642

Creditors due within one year (24,235) (267) (24,502)

Total 
3,274,966 22,142 3,297,108

22. Reconciliation of net movement in funds to net cash flow from operating activities

2024 2023

£ £

Net expenditure for the period (as per Statement of Financial Activities) (140,706) (5,663)

Adjustments for:

Depreciation charges 19,932 23,532

Additions of Investment Properties (175,000) (225,000)

Decrease in stocks 333 482

Increase in debtors 6,942 2,475

Increase/(decrease) in creditors (7,810) 15,362

Investment income (56,877) (33,196)

Disposals of Investment Properties 270,000 -

Deficit on investment property 26,400 -

Net cash used in operating activities (56,786) (222,008)
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East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Notes to the Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 August 2024

23. Analysis of cash and cash equivalents

2024 2023

£ £

Cash in hand 550,612 550,521

Total cash and cash equivalents 550,612 550,521

24. Analysis of changes in net debt

At 1

September

2023 Cash flows

At 31 August

2024

£
£ £

Cash at bank and in hand 318,809 125,057 443,866

Liquid investments 231,712 (124,966) 106,746

550,521 91 550,612

25. Capital commitments

There were no capital commitments at the year-end (2023 - £NIL).

26. Pension commitments

The Circuit operates a defined contribution pension scheme. The assets of the scheme are held seperately from

those of the Circuit in an independently administered fund. The pension cost charge represents contributions

payable by the Circuit to the fund and amount to £41,551 (2023 - £44,572). Contributions totalling £NIL (2023 -

£NIL) were payable to the fund at the balance sheet date and are included in creditors. 

27. Related party transactions

The East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit has not entered into any related party

transaction during the year, nor are there any outstanding balances owing between related parties and the East

Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit at 31 August 2024.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Reference and Administrative Details of the Circuit, its Trustees and Advisers
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Trustees Rev Rachel Wood, Superintendent (appointed 01/09/2023)
Rev David Bonny, Superintendent (01/09/2022 to 31/08/2023)
Rev Helen Harrell, Minister

Rev Manoa Ratubalavu, Minister

Rev Mike Redshaw, Minister

Rev Rachel Moss, Minister

Rev Maurice Whittaker, Supernumerary Minister (01/09/2022 to 30/09/2023)
Rev Dr Stella Mills, Supernumerary Minister (appointed 01/03/2023)
Rev Dr David Palmer, Supernumerary Minister (appointed 01/03/2023)
Rev Sue Rolls, Supernumerary Minister (appointed 01/01/2024)
Jordan Lambert, Lay Worker
Graham Mizon, Lay Worker (appointed 01/03/2024)
Andrew Wooding, Finance Steward
Denise Hancock, Circuit Steward

Andrew Hawkins, Circuit Steward
Heather Simm, Circuit Steward LP, Synod Rep (resigned 23/12/2022)
Celia Ryan, Circuit Meeting Secretary (01/09/2022 to 30/08/2023)
Teresa Hawkins, Circuit Meeting Secretary (appointed 01/09/2023)
Richard House, Safeguarding Advisor (resigned 31/08/2023)
Susan Shakespear, Family Action Team (resigned 28/02/2023)
Rosemary Hancock, Action for Children

John Jay, Circuit Missions
Jenny lllsley, Circuit Missions MHA

Bryan Wild, Circuit Missions MHA (resigned 31/08/2023)
Julie Green, Circuit Missions MWB

Sue Palmer, MWB and World Church

Sue Wiiliams, Fijian Liaison
Sue Nickson, Synod Rep
Denis Barrett, Synod Rep (resigned 28/02/2024)
Dorothy Twigg, Acresford Treasurer, Synod Rep (resigned 01/01/2024)
Michael Green, Acresford Rep (resigned 01/01/2024)
Fiona Panter, Barton Steward
David Moore, Barton Treasurer
lan Gilby, Barton Rep
Oliver Ball, Boylestone Steward
Rev Dr Stella Mills, Boylestone Treasurer
Eric Coates', Boylestone Rep
Terry Chandler, Church Gresley Steward
Ann Medcalf, Church Gresley Treasurer (resigned 01/01/2024)
Eila Baugh, Church Gresley Rep (resigned 01/01/2024)
Joyce Chiiver, Church Gresley Rep (appointed 01/01/2024)
Kay Holman, Church Gresley Rep (appointed 01/01/2024)
Lynn Wragg, Draycott Treasurer
Steve Ryan, Draycott Rep
Vic Appleby, Etwall Steward
Herman J Bonardt, Etwall Treasurer
Wendy Smith, Etwall Rep
Brian Hill, Hilton Steward
Karen Evans, Hilton Treasurer
Liz Holmes, Hilton Rep (appointed 01/09/2023)
Nigel Sharpe, Newhall Rep (resigned 01/03/2023)
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Reference and Administrative Details of the Circuit, its Trustees and Advisers (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Linda Leadbetter, Overseal Treasurer
Dilys Harper, Overseal Rep
Liz Merrick, St Thomas's Treasurer
John Jones, St Thomas's Rep
Sue McLoughlin, St Thomas's Rep
Wendy Knight, Short Street Steward
Susan Laws, Short Street Treasurer (appointed 01/09/2023)
Jean Hollins, Stanton Steward
Rita Street, Stanton Treasurer (resigned 01/09/2023)
Julie Hackett, Stanton Rep
Shirley Toon, Stretton Treasurer
Angela Bird, Ticknall Rep
Kathy Bates, Ticknall Rep
Rite Walton, Trinity Linton Heath Steward
Betty Naylor, Trinity Linton Heath Treasurer
Martin Kesterton, Trinity Linton Heath Rep (resigned 01/03/2023)
Danie Mansfield, Trinity Linton Heath Rep (01/09/2023 to 01/01/2024)
Christine Sutton, Trinity I inton Heath Rep (appointed 01/01/2024)
Roger Rooke, Uttoxeter Treasurer
John Darby, Uttoxeter Rep
Roy Ward, Woodmill Treasurer (resigned 01/06/2023)
Brian Parker, Woodville Treasurer (resigned 01/06/2023)
Joan Bamett, Woodville Rep (resigned 01/06/2023)

Charity registered
number 1133721

Principal office Unit 6
The Delph Centre
Swadlincote
Derbyshire
DE11 9DA

Independentauditors Dains Audit Limited
15 Colmore Row
Birmingham
B3 2BH
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

The Trustees present their annual report together with the audited financial statements of the East Staffordshire
and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit for the year ended 31 August 2023.

Welcome from the Superintendent

A change of staffing in the summer of 2023 means that the Superintendent of the Circuit for the reporting year is
no longer in the Circuit, so as incoming Superintendent from September, I, along with Property and Finance
colleagues write this report.

The Circuit Leadership Team, with support of the Circuit Meeting, have encouraged local churches to
realistically reflect on their future, the results of which will be used to identify future mission and ministry.

y, . i,ei &,,
v' -:j

Superintendent Minister of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit.

Introduction

At the start of the year 2022-23, there were 18 churches within the Circuit, across the counties of Leicestershire,
Derbyshire and Staffordshire, covering the towns of Uttoxeter, Burton upon Trent and Swadlincote (and
surrounding villages).

The Circuit is slowly recovering from the effects of the Covid Lockdowns and new ordained and lay staff have
brought new gifts and skills to the Circuit, including developing "The Stream" a Digital Church, following on from
the Zoom worship happening in the previous years.

Throughout the year 3 more churches were given formal permission to close or "cease to meet" in Methodist
language (Acresford, Woodmill and Woodville). 2 of the remaining churches meet twice a month, whilst the rest
meet weekly on a Sunday. All churches have week day activities (either on a monthly or weekly basis) to
support church members and reach out into the community, such as coffee mornings, warm spaces, Messy
Churches etc. The multipurpose drop-in centre "Oasis" in Swadlincote remains open, and also hosts the new
Circuit Office.

Objectives and activities

In setting our objectives and planning our activities the Circuit Trustees meet at least twice a year. These
meetings plan and agree the activities of the Circuit and ensure it complies with Charity Commission guidance.
The Circuit trustees have given authorisation to the Circuit Leadership Team to act on their behalf throughout
the year.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Rev Rachel Wood (appointed 01/09/2023)
Rev David Bonny (01/09/2022 to 31/08/2023)
Rev Helen Harrell
Rev Manoa Ratubalavu
Rev Mike Redshaw
Rev Rachel Moss
Rev Rachel Wood (01/09/2022 to 01/09/2023)
Rev Maurice Whittaker (01/09/2022 to 30/09/2023)
Rev Dr Stella Mills (appointed 01/03/2023)
Rev Dr David Palmer (appointed 01/03/3023)
Rev Sue Rolls (appointed 01/01/2024)
Jordan Lambert
Graham Mizon (appointed 01/03/2024)
Andrew Wooding
Denise Hancock
Andrew Hawkins
Heather Simm (resigned 23/12/2022)
Celia Ryan (01/09/2022 to 30/08/2023)
Teresa Hawkins (appointed 01/09/2023)
Richard House (resigned 31/08/2023)
Susan Shakespeare (resigned 28/02/2023)
Rosemary Hancock
John Jay
Jenny l lie icy
Bryan Wild (resigned 31/08/2023)
Julie Green
Sue Palmer
Sue Wiiliams
Sue Nickson
Denis Barratt (resigned 28/02/2024)

Superintendent
Superintendent
Minister
Minister
Minister
Minister
Minister
Supernumerary Minister

Supernumerary Minister

Supernumerary Minister
Supernumerary Minister
Lay Worker
Lay Worker
Finance Steward
Circuit Steward
Circuit Steward
Circuit Steward LP, Synod Rep
Circuit Meeting Secretary
Circuit Meeting Secretary
Safeguarding Advisor
Family Action Team
Action for Children
Circuit Missions
Circuit Missions MHA
Circuit Missions MHA

Circuit Missions MWB
MWB and World Church
Fijian Liaison
Synod Rep
Synod Rep
Acresford Methodist Church (clos

Treasurer, Synod Rep
Rep

Barton Under Needwood Methodist
Steward
Treasurer
Rep

Boylestone Methodist Church
Steward
Treasurer
Rep

Church Gresley Methodist Church
Steward
Treasurer
Rep
Rep
Rep

Draycott (in the Clay) Methodist Church
Treasurer
Rep

Etwall Methodist Church
Steward
Treasurer
Rep

ed September 2023)
Dorothy Twigg (resigned 01/01/2024)
Michael Green (resigned 01/01/2024)

Church
Fiona Panter
David Moore
lan Gilby

Oliver Ball
Rev Dr Stella Mills

Eric Goatee'

Terry Chandler
Ann Medcalf (resigned 01/01/2024)
Eila Baugh (resigned 01/01/2024)
Joyce Chilver (appointed 01/01/2024)
Kay Holman (appointed 01/01/2024)

Lynn Wragg
Steve Ryan

Vic Appleby
Herman J Bonardt
Wendy Smith

Objectives and activities (continued)

A list of Trustees, the Churches they represent, and the positions held is given below:
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Objectives and activities (continued)

Nigel Sharpe (resigned 01/03/2023)

Liz Merrick
John Jones
Sue McLoughlin

Wendy Knight
Susan Laws (appointed 01/09/2023)

Angela Bird
Kathy Bates

Rita Walton
Betty Naylor
Martin Kesterton (resigned 01/03/2023)
Denis Mansfield (01/09/2023 to 01/01/2024)
Christine Sutton (appointed 01/01/2024)

Hilton Methodist Church
Steward Brian Hill

Treasurer Karen Evans
Rep Liz Holmes (appointed 01/09/2023)

Newhall Methodist Church
Rep

Overseal CofE/Methodist Church
Treasurer Linda Leadbetter
Rep Dilys Harper

St Thomas's Methodist Church
Treasurer
Rep
Rep

Short Street Methodist Church
Steward
Treasurer

Stanton Methodist Church
Steward Jean Hollins
Treasurer Rita Street (resigned 01/09/2023)
Rep Julie Hackett

Stretton Methodist Church
Treasurer Shirley Toon

Ticknall Methodist Church
Rep
Rep

Trinity Linton Heath Methodist Church
Steward
Treasurer
Rep
Rep
Rep

Uttoxeter Methodist Church
Treasurer Roger Rooke
Rep John Darby

Woodmill (St Paul's) Methodist Church (closed September 2022)
Treasurer Roy Ward (resigned 01/06/2023)

Woodville Methodist Church (closed April 2023)
Treasurer Brian Parker (resigned 01/06/2023)
Rep Joan Barnett (resigned 01/06/2023)

The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union and the Model Trust Deeds of the
Methodist Church. The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date
of Union the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist Church;
b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other organisation of

The Methodist Church;
c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to The

Methodist Church;
d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidia~ or ancillary to The Methodist

Church.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DER8YSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Objectives and activities (continued)

We do this in various ways including:

The organisation and resourcing of regular acts of worship open to members of the church and non-

members alike.
Offering different styles of worship e.g. cafe worship, Messy Church, reflective and bereavement services
The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.
The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the ill and bereaved, and supporting the work of the
hospital chaplaincy teams.
Leading funeral, weddings and baptism services.
Taking religious assemblies in local schools.
Engaging in community work such as supporting Foodbanks, and Christmas Shoebox appeals.

We are seeking to be a visionary Circuit glorifying God, sharing the mission and ministry of Jesus. This Circuit is
called into being by the grace of God, led by Jesus Christ and is given the gifts for its work by and through the
renewing power of the Holy Spirit to facilitate mission through worship, witness and service of the congregations
and Circuit along with ecumenical cooperation and community engagement encouraging shared ministry with

all parts of the Christian family.

Achievements and performance

a. Review of the year

The year has brought about change in staffing, as 2 new staff, a presbyter and probationer joined the team aRer
3 of the previous ministers sat down (retired) or moved on. The year has brought joys and sadness —with the
growth the Stream, our digital worship, and the formal closure of 3 more churches (Acresford, Woodmill and
Woodville). The buildings and money, have been transferred to Circuit responsibility, while many of the people
have joined the Stream, or moved elsewhere.

Using a document called 'The Way Forward', a series of proposals were agreed by the Circuit trustees, to help
the Circuit and churches look to the future and explore what their ministry and mission is. This has involved all

local churches writing a document about their immediate and future plans. 4 churches, did not meet the
Methodist criteria of having 12 trustees —however 2 of these are now compliant, the other 2 continue to have
discussions about their future. A new Circuit Administrator was appointed in April 2023, and she has quickly
become a valuable member of staff.

Mission and ministry continues to happen across the local churches, though coffee mornings, warm space,
school assemblies (including open the book), Messy Church and through the work of the Uttoxeter schools
worker, who is now also being financially supported by the Anglican churches in Uttoxeter. His work continues to
develop supporting the needs of the schools —staff and students.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Achievements and performance (continued)

b. Property

During the period of this report the Circuit are currently the Manging Trustees for a total of 6 Manses each
occupied by a Presbyter. These are sited at Ashby Road, Burton, Elwyn Close, Stretton, Heathlands Drive,
Uttoxeter, Tennyson Avenue, Midway, Wye Dale, Church Gresley and Lincote Way, Woodville. In addition to the
Manses, the Circuit holds a number of Investment Properties as follows: Rowland Memorial Methodist Church
(The Well), Winshill Methodist Church, Stubwood Methodist Church, Woodville Methodist Church, Blackfordby
Methodist Church, Hatton Methodist Church and Woodmili Methodist Church.

Also during the 2022/2023 Connexional year Acresford Methodist Church made the difficult decision to cease to
meet. However full Synod approval was not given until September 2023 and therefore the 2023/2024
Connexional year. The Circuit also leases Unit 6, the Delph Centre, Swadlincote from South Derbyshire District
Council on a 5 year lease expiring December 2023. Having been given delegated authority by the Circuit
Meeting, the Circuit Leadership Team began the sales process on four properties namely: Stubwood Methodist
Church, Hatton Methodist Church, Winshill Methodist Church and Blackfordby Methodist Church. This is not a
straightforward process, however it is anticipated that sales may be completed in the 2023/2024 Connexional
year by the end of Quarter 2 (February 2024). The Circuit Meeting will be updated as appropriate.

c. Plans for future years

The Circuit Leadership Team will continue to work with local churches as they reflect on The Way Forward
documents and the Methodist Way of Life (MWOL) offering space for and encouraging worship, discipleship
and evangelism. The process to sell some of our redundant buildings has begun, the proceeds of which will

support the local churches and the Circuit staff. Looking further ahead, there will be more changes in staffing,
and so conversations about future ministry will need to take place. We are also committed to support mission
projects (new and old including the Arts Church and Oasis) and to helping local communities in as many ways
as we can. As we enter a new Connexional year, we acknowledge the difficult times, but look forward in faith
and hope to what the New Year brings.

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity's Annual Report and Accounts have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 and the
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic
of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 2019)—the Charities SORP (FRS 102)).

The members of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity
Trustees, membership being made up of Circuit Office Holders, Ministers and Representatives appointed by the
local churches. Full membership is shown under Objectives & Activities on page 2 of this Report.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Financial review

During the year, the Circuit has accounted for total income of F530,362 (2022 - f1,094,612) and expenditure of
f535,139 (2022 - 5505,268). Contained within the income figure is notional income of 8225,000 which was
received when a further 2 churches, which have closed to worship, became the management responsibility of
the Circuit. These are now shown on the balance sheet as investment properties. Excluding this notional
income, the underlying, recurrent operating deficit of cE229,800 was only 5800 higher than that planned of
E229,000.

The underlying deficit is due to an expected shortfall in shares due to church closures and the continuing
inability of active churches to raise sufficient funds to cover all Circuit operational expenses (F118,000) and
payments to the Methodist Church from balances held (F111,000).

The Circuit continues to actively manage its manses and investment properties to minimise cost and provide a
good standard of accommodation for Ministers. Investment properties are planned to be sold at the earliest
opportunity.

The Circuit considers itself to be a going concern. This is based on the levels of income (mainly share payments
from Churches) promised for the financial year 2023/24. Although the Circuit expects a continuation of church
closures, it is confident it has sufficient reserves to meet any shorffall in income.

There are no subsidiary undertakings.

The Circuits main source of income continues to be shares received from the Churches within the Circuit, which
in 2022/23 accounted for 38'/o of its operational income (2022 - 68'/o).

Circuit income is used, in the main, to fund the stipends and associated costs of Ministers (6.0 full time
equivalents during the year) and salaries and associated costs of lay staff (1.25 full time equivalents). In 2023
this accounted for 52'k of total expenditure (2022 - 59'/o). The balance of expenditure, in the main, is used to
support the wider Methodist Church 23'/o (2022 - 24'/o) and the running of the property within the Circuit, 13'/v

(2022, 11'/o).
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

a. Reserves policy

At the end of the year (31 August 2023) the Circuit held the following reserves;

Unrestricted
8

Circuit Model Trust Fund 229,205
General 3,045,761
Sub-total unresricted 3,274,966

Restricted

Total Reserves

See below 22, 142

3,297,108

Restricted funds are held and used for the purposes for which they are given. It is the policy of the Circuit to use
such funds for the purposes intended as soon as is practically possible. The balance held for restricted funds is
allocated as follows;

Fairer Choice
Oasis
Woodville Burial Ground
World Church
Shoe Boxes
Benevolent Fund
Hanbury Burial Ground
Uttoxeter Youth & Schools Worker
Total

6,400
7,266

507
675

1,688
190

2,001
3,415

22,142

It is not the pohcy to hold significant reserves. However, sufficient reserves are held to continue funding those
items of expenditure agreed by the Circuit and which cannot be funded from income.

The Circuit will, in the light of known and developing plans, continue to review the reserves held to ensure they
are used in the best interest of the Circuit.

b. Investments

To comply with Methodist Standing Orders, monies for long term investment are lodged with the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP). TMCP acts as custodian trustee for all real estate held by Circuits and for
all large (over 620,000) bequests. These sums are invested in unitised investments or held on deposit.

Short term deposits are lodged with the Central Finance Board (CFB) where they attract interest.

Structure, governance and management

The governing document for the Circuit is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act (1976).Detailed

governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church
by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Leadership Team along with the Local
Preachers Meeting.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Structure, governance and management (continued)

a. Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the Circuit,
specifically the leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church' is made available to all new Circuit
meeting members as an induction to their role as trustees.

b. Related party relationships

The Circuit is part of the Nottingham and Derby District and is also accountable to the Methodist Conference.
The Circuit is composed of the following Methodist Churches:

Acresford Methodist Church (Closed Sept 23)
Barton under Needwood Methodist Church
Boylestone Methodist Church
Church Gresley Methodist Church
Draycott in the Clay Methodist Church
Etwall Methodist Church
Hilton Methodist Church
Newhall Methodist Church
Overseal C of E/Methodist Church
Short Street Methodist Church
Stanton Methodist Church
Stretton Methodist Church
St Thomas's Methodist Church
Ticknall Methodist Church
Trinity (Linton) Methodist Church
Uttoxeter Methodist Church
Woodmill (St Paul's) Methodist Church (Closed August 2022)
Woodville Methodist Church (Closed April 2023)

Closed Churches

Blackfordby Methodist Church
Hatton Methodist Church
Rowland Memorial Methodist Church
Stubwood Methodist Church
Winshill Methodist Church

c.Risk management

As last year, the major risk to the Circuit and its churches remains one of an ageing congregation, reducing
membership leading to reduced income, coupled with rising costs and increased property expenditure. Whilst
some of our churches are growing in membership, others are shrinking, meaning that some difficult decisions
will need to be made about the future of their buildings and explore different ways / spaces to worship. There is
also a risk between balancing the needs of the Circuit (and local churches) along with the financial situation,
which currently is reliant on sale of redundant church buildings.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in God's own
image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of us in Christ. Among other
things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and therefore to protect them from
harm. Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the following principles:

~ The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and adults;
~ The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable;
~ The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is informed

vigilance as to the dangers of abuse;
~ We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with Safer

Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with the relevant
vetting and barring schemes;

~ We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or young person
may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any investigation;

~ We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate ministry of
informed pastoral care;

~ We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust;
~ We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper authorities,

to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young person or
vulnerable adult;

~ In all these principles, we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice.

The East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit commits itself to ensuring the implementation of
Connexional Safeguarding Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the Circuit and in the
churches.

The East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit also commits itself to the provision of support,
advice and training for lay and ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles
and responsibilities in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be vulnerable.

Summary

The mission of the Circuit has continued through the leadership of our dedicated ministers, lay employees and
those appointed, on a voluntary basis, to the many and varied offices. Challenging times lie ahead as we realign
our churches and congregations as we emerge from a period of closure. We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide
and direct us in our thoughts, words and deeds.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Trustees' Report (continued)
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Statement of Trustees' responsibilities

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in accordance
with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Pracfice).

The law applicable to charities in England & Wales requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for
each financial which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Circuit and of its incoming resources
and application of resources, including its income and expenditure, for that period. In preparing these financial
statements, the Trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
observe the methods and principles of the Charities SORP (FRS 102);
make judgements and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards (FRS 102) have been followed, subject to any
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
Circuit will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain
the Circuit's transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Circuit
and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the Trust deed. They are also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the Circuit and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of
fraud and other irregularities.

Disclosure of information to auditors

Each of the persons who are Trustees at the time when this Trustees' Report is approved has confirmed that:

so far as that Trustee is aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the charity's auditors are
unaware, and
that Trustee has taken all the steps that ought to have been taken as a Trustee in order to be aware of
any relevant audit information and to establish that the charity's auditors are aware of that information.

Auditors

The auditors, Dains Audit Limited, have indicated their willingness to continue in office. The designated
Trustees will propose a motion reappointing the auditors at a meeting of the Trustees.

Approved by order of the members of the board of Trustees on 12 March 2024 and signed on their behalf by:

Rev. Mike Redshaw
Acting Superintendent
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Independent Auditors' Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist
Circuit

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit (the
'charity') for the year ended 31 August 2023 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance
Sheet, the Statement of Cash Flows and the related notes, including a summary of significant accounting
policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and
United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland' (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting
Practice).

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities

preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standards applicable in the UK and

Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) in preference to the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of
Recommended Practice issued on 1 April 2005 which is referred to in the extant regulations but has been
withdrawn.

This has been done in order for the accounts to provide a true and fair view in accordance with the Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice effective for reporting periods beginning on or after 1 January 2015.

In our opinion the financial statements;

give a true and fair view of the state of the charity's affairs as at 31 August 2023 and of its incoming

resources and application of resources for the year then ended;
have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting

Practice; and
have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with international Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors' responsibilities for the audit

of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with the
ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the United Kingdom, including

the Financial Reporting Council's Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in

accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Trustees' use of the going concern basis of
accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or
conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast signlficant doubt on the charity's ability to continue as a
going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for
issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees with respect to going concern are described in the
relevant sections of this report.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Independent Auditors' Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist
Circuit (continued)

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the Annual Report other than the financial
statements and our Auditors' Report thereon. The Trustees are responsible for the other information contained
within the Annual Report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and,
except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance
conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the
other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course
of the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or
apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material
misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude
that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities (Accounts and Reports)
Regulations 2008 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

the information given in the Trustees' Report is inconsistent in any material respect with the financial

statements; or
sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of trustees

As explained more fully in the Trustees' Responsibilities Statement, the Trustees are responsible for the
preparation of the financial statements which give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the
Trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the charity's ability to continue
as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern
basis of accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the charity or to cease operations, or have no
realistic alternative but to do so.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Independent Auditors' Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist
Circuit (continued)

Auditors' responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

We have been appointed as auditor under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with

the Act and relevant regulations made or having effect thereunder.

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an Auditors' Report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in

accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design
procedures in line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of
irregularities, including fraud. The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities,
including fraud is detailed below:

Our approach to identifying and assessing the risks of material misstatement in respect of irregularities,
including fraud and non-compliance with laws and regulations, was as follows:

~ the senior statutory auditor ensured that the engagement team collectively had the appropriate competence,
capabilities and skills to identify or recognise non-compliance with applicable laws and regulations;

~ we identified the laws and regulations applicable to the company through discussions with directors and

other management, and from our commercial knowledge and experience of the charity sector;
~ we focused on specific laws and regulations which we considered may have a direct material effect on the

financial statements or the operations of the charity, including the financial reporting legislation, Charities
Act 2011, taxation legislation, anti-bribery, employment, and environmental and health and safety
legislation;

~ we assessed the extent of compliance with the laws and regulations identNed above through making

enquiries of management and inspecting legal correspondence; and
~ identified laws and regulations were communicated within the audit team regularly and the team remained

alert to instances of non-compliance throughout the audit.

We assessed the susceptibility of the charity's financial statements to material misstatement, including obtaining
an understanding of how fraud might occur, by:

~ making enquiries of management as to where they considered there was susceptibility to fraud, their

knowledge of actual, suspected and alleged fraud;
~ considering the internal controls in place to mitigate risks of fraud and non-compliance with laws and

regulations.

To address the risk of fraud through management bias and override of controls, we:

~ performed analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships;
~ tested journal entries to identify unusual transactions;
~ assessed whether judgements and assumptions made in determining the accounting estimates were

indicative of potential bias;
~ investigated the rationale behind signNcant or unusual transactions

In response to the risk of irregularities and non-compliance with laws and regulations, we designed procedures
which included, but were not limited to.

~ agreeing financial statement disclosures to underlying supporting documentation;
~ reading the minutes of meetings of those charged with governance;
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Independent Auditors' Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshlre Methodist
Circuit (continued)

~ enquiring of management as to actual and potential litigation and claims;
~ reviewing correspondence with HMRC, relevant regulators and the company's legal advisors.

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all irregularities, including

those leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance with regulation. This risk

increases the more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed from the events and transactions
reflected in the financial statements, as we will be less likely to become aware of instances of non-compliance.
The risk is also greater regarding irregularities occurring due to fraud rather than error, as fraud involves

intentional concealment, forgery, collusion, omission or misrepresentation.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the Financial

Reporting Council's website at: www frc or uk/auditorsres onsibilities. This description forms part of our
Auditors' Report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with Part 4 of the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the
charity's trustees those matters we are required to state to them in an Auditors' Report and for no other
purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than
the charity and its members, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Dains Audit Limited

Statutory Auditor
Chartered Accountants

Birmingham

12 March 2024

Dains Audit Limited are eligible to act as auditors in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Statement of financial activities
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Income from:

Donations and legacies

Charitable activities

Investments

Other income

Unrestricted
funds

2023
Note E

4,984

196,214

33,133
251,568

Restricted
funds

2023

15,520

23,721

63

5,159

Total
funds

2023
E

20,504

219,936

33,196
256,727

Total
funds

2022
6

22, 535

266,922

4,629

800,526

Total income 485,899 44,463 530,362 1,094,612

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities 8 481,311 63,828 535,139 505,268

Total expenditure 481,311 53,828 535,139 505,268

Net income/(expenditure) before net
(losses)/gains on investments

Net (losses)/gains on investments

4,588

(886)
(9,365) (4,777) 589,344

(886) 50,929

Net income/(expenditure)

Transfers between funds 19
3,702

(3,721)
(9,365)

3,721
(5,663) 640,273

Net movement in funds (19) (5,644) (6,663) 640,273

Reconciliation of funds:

Total funds brought forward

Net movement in funds

3,274,985

(19)
27,786 3,302,771

(5,644) (5,663)
2,662,498

640,273

Total funds carried forward 3,274,966 22,142 3,297,108 3,302,771

The Statement of Financial Activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

The notes on pages 20 to 39 form part of these financial statements.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT
Registered number.

Balance Sheet
As at 31 August 2023

Fixed assets

Tangible assets
Investments

Investment property

Note

13

14

2023
f

1,443,968

1,300,000

2022

1,467,500

20,873

1,075,000

Current assets

Stocks

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

15

16

17

1,589

25,532

231,712

318,809

2,743,968

2,071

28,007
582,529

135,931

2,563,373

Creditors: amounts falling due within one
year 18

577,642

(24,502)

748,538

(9,140)

Net current assets 553,140 739,398

Total net assets 3,297,108 3,302,771

Charity funds

Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds

19
19

22,142

3,274,966
27,786

3,274, 985

Total funds 3,297,108 3,302,771

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Trustees on 12 March 2024 and signed
on their behalf by:

A Wooding
Treasurer

The notes on pages 20 to 39 form part of these financial statements.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Statement of Cash Flows
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

2023
E

2022
F

Cash flows from operating activities

Net cash used in operating activities (222,008) (206,565)

Cash flows from investing activities

Disposal of tangible fixed assets

Net cash provided by investing activities

104,528

104,528

Cash flows from financing activities

Interest received

Net cash provided by financing activities

33,196 3,575

33,196 3,575

Change in cash and cash equivalents in the year

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the year

(188,812)

739,333

(98,462)

837,795

650,521 739,333

The notes on pages 20 to 39 form part of these financial statements
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EAST S'TAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

1. General information

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit is a charity registered with the charity
commission in England and Wales. The address of the registered office is 3 Heathlands Drive, Uttoxeter,
Staffordshire, ST14 7BL. The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union

1932 and the Model Trust Deeds of the Methodist Church. Further information regarding the Circuit's

principal activities are set out in the Trustees' report.

Accounting policies

2.1 Basis of preparation of financial statements

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102)-
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK

and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2019), and the Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

The financial statements have been prepared to give a 'true and fair' view and have departed from

the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a 'true

and fair' view. This departure has involved following the Charities SORP (FRS 102) published in

October 2019 rather than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended
Practice effective from 1 April 2005 which has since been withdrawn.

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meets the definition of a public benefit
entity under FRS 102. Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction
value unless otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy.

2.2 Income

All income is recognised once the Circuit has entitlement to the income, it is probable that the
income will be received and the amount of income receivable can be measured reliably.

Grants are included in the Statement of Financial Activities on a receivable basis. The balance of
income received for speclfic purposes but not expended during the period is shown in the relevant
funds on the Balance Sheet. Where income is received in advance of entitlement of receipt, its

recognition is deferred and included in creditors as deferred income. Where entitlement occurs
before income is received, the income is accrued.

Income tax recoverable in relation to investment income is recognised at the time the investment
income is receivable.

Other income is recognised in the period in which it is receivable and to the extent the goods have
been provided or on completion of the service.

2.3 Expenditure

Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to transfer economic
benefit to a third party, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in

settlement and the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably. Expenditure is classified by
activity. The costs of each activity are made up of the total of direct costs and shared costs,
including support costs involved in undertaking each activity. Direct costs attributable to a single
activity are allocated directly to that activity. Shared costs which contribute to more than one activity

and support costs which are not attributable to a single activity are apportioned between those
activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. Central staff costs are allocated on the
basis of time spent, and depreciation charges allocated on the portion of the asset's use.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Accounting policies (continued)

2.3 Expenditure (continued)

Expenditure on charitable activities is incurred on directly undertaking the activities which further the
Circuit's objectives, as well as any associated support costs.

Grants payable are charged in the year when the offer is made except in those cases where the
offer is conditional, such grants being recognised as expenditure when the conditions attaching are
fulfilled. Grants offered subject to conditions which have not been met at the year end are noted as a
commitment, but not accrued as expenditure.

All expenditure is inclusive of irrecoverable VAT.

2.4 Investment property

From time to time the Circuit may hold property (formerly menses and/or chapels) which is surplus

to requirements. Where this is the case and it is anticipated that the property is unlikely to be used
again for its prime purpose (residential property or place of worship), the property is classNed as
Investment Property (whether let or not) and any lets are at market rates unless there is a
compelling reason not to do so in furtherance of the Circuit's charitable objectives.

2.5 Tangible fixed assets and depreciation

Tangible fixed assets costing F1,000 or more are capita)ised and recognised when future economic
benefits are probable and the cost or value of the asset can be measured reliably.

Property that is used as originally intended, i.e. for the continuation of ordinary Circuit business, is

shown in the accounts at deemed cost, being the valuation on transition to FRS102 or at cost on

date of purchase. Deemed cost and cost are split between land and buildings.

Depreciation is charged so as to allocate the cost of tangible fixed assets less their residual value
over their estimated useful lives, using the straight-line method. Trustees consider the current
residual value of the manse buildings to be the same as their deemed cost or actual cost.

Depreciation is provided on the following bases:

Circuit menses
Freehold land

- 4% straight line
- not depreciated

2.6 Investments

Fixed asset investments are a form of financial instrument and are initially recognised at their
transaction cost and subsequently measured at fair value at the Balance Sheet date, unless the
value cannot be measured reliably in which case it is measured at cost less impairment. Investment
gains and losses, whether realised or unrealised, are combined and presented as 'Gains/(Losses)
on investments' in the Statement of Financial Activities.

2.7 Stocks

Stocks are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value after making due allowance for
obsolete and slow-moving stocks. Cost includes all direct costs and an appropriate proportion of
fixed and variable overheads.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

Accounting policies (continued)

2.8 Debtors

Trade and other debtors are recognised at the settlement amount after any trade discount offered.
Prepayments are valued at the amount prepaid net of any trade discounts due.

2.9 Cash at bank and in hand

Cash at bank and in hand includes cash and short-term highly liquid investments with a short
maturity of three months or less from the date of acquisition or opening of the deposit or similar

account.

2.10 Liabilities and provisions

Liabilities are recognised when there is an obligation at the Balance Sheet date as a result of a past
event, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefit will be required in settlement, and the
amount of the settlement can be estimated reliably.

Liabilities are recognised at the amount that the Circuit anticipates it will pay to settle the debt or the
amount it has received as advanced payments for the goods or services it must provide.

Provisions are measured at the best estimate of the amounts required to settle the obligation. Where
the effect of the time value of money is material, the provision is based on the present value of those
amounts, discounted at the pre-tax discount rate that retlects the risks specific to the liability. The
unwinding of the discount is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities as a finance cost.

2.11 Financial instruments

The Circuit only has financial assets and financial liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial
instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and
subsequently measured at their settlement value with the exception of bank loans which are
subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

2.12 Pensions

All Methodist Ministers in the Circuit are members of the Methodist Ministers' Pension Scheme,
which is a defined benefit scheme. The Circuit is unable to identify its share of the underlying assets
and liabilities of the scheme and therefore contributions are accounted for as if it were a defined
contribution scheme. Contributions are therefore charged in the accounts as they become payable in

accordance with the rules of the scheme.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

2. Accounting policies (continued)

2.13 Fund accounting

General funds are unrestricted funds which are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in

furtherance of the general objectives of the Circuit and which have not been designated for other

purposes.

Designated funds comprise unrestricted funds that have been set aside by the Trustees for

particular purposes. The aim and use of each designated fund is set out in the notes to the financial

statements.

Restricted funds are funds which are to be used in accordance with specific restrictions imposed by

donors or which have been raised by the Circuit for particular purposes. The costs of raising and

administering such funds are charged against the specific fund. The aim and use of each restricted
fund is set out in the notes to the financial statements.

Investment income, gains and losses are allocated to the appropriate fund.

Income from donations and legacies

Donations

General donations

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW

Connexional Funds

Gift Aid

Grants

Unrestricted
funds

2023
f

4, 175

809

Restricted
funds

2023
E

14,995
525

(23,721)

Total
funds
2023

6

4,175

14,995
525

809

(23,721)

4,984 15,520 20,504

Donations

General donations

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW

Trent and Dove Churches

Connexional Funds

Gift Aid

Unrestricted
funds

2022
E

3,038

Restricted
funds

2022

14,800

3,020

835

Total
funds

2022
6

3,038

14,800

3,020

835

842

3,880 18,655 22,535
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

4. Income from charitable activities

Unrestricted
funds

2023
5

Restricted
funds

2023
5

Total
funds

2023
5

Assessments on Churches

Grants received

196,214

23,721

196,214

23,721

196,214 23,721 219,935

Unrestricted
funds

2022

Restricted
funds

2022
E

Total
funds

2022
6

Assessments on Churches

Grants received

217,777

49,145
217,777

49,145

217,777 49,145 266,922

Grants received

District Advance Fund Grant for UY&SW

World Church Grant for Fijian Minister

Restricted
funds

2023
F

3,721

20,000

Total
funds

2023

3,721

20,000

23,721 23,721

District Advance Fund Grant for UY&SW

World Church Grant for Fijian Minister

Hunt's Charity Grant towards Diaconal Post

Restricted
funds

2022
5

4, 145

20,000

25,000

Total
funds

2022

4, 145

20,000

25,000

49,145 49, 145
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

5. Investment Income

Unrestricted
funds

2023

Restricted
funds

2023
5

Total
funds

2023
6

Rental income

Interest received

3,100

30,033 63
3,100

30,096

33,133 63 33,196

Unrestricted
funds

2022
6

Restricted
funds

2022
6

'Total
funds

2022

Rental income

Interest received

1,054

3,566

1,054

3,575

4,620 9 4,629

6. Other incoming resources

Unrestricted
funds

2023

Restricted
funds

2023

Total
funds

2023
6

Other income

New investment properties

Balances transferred from closed churches

3,148

225, 000

23,420

5, 159 8,307

225,000

23,420

251,568 5,159 266,727
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

6. Other incoming resources (continued)

Unrestricted
funds

2022
E

Restricted
funds
2022

E

Total
funds

2022

Other income

New investment properties

Balances transferred from closed churches

3,956

775,000

15,547

6,023 9,979

775,000

15,547

794,503 6,023 800,526

7. Analysis of grants

Grants to
Institutions

2023
F

Total
funds

2023
6

Grants and donations 1,848 1,848

Grants to
Institutions

2022
6

Total
funds

2022
6

Grants and donations 2,576 2,576
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE IyiETHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

8. Analysis of expenditure on charitable activities

Summary by fund type

Unrestricted
funds

2023
6

Restricted
funds

2023
Total
2023

F

Grants and donations

Property

District assessment and levy

Office and administration

Other outgoings

Depreciation

Stipends, salaries and associated costs

330
66,922

122,969
28,555

5,495

23,532

233,508

1,518
2,527

6

5,654

44, 123

1,848

69,449

122,969
28,561

11,149
23,632

277,631

481,311 53,828 535,139

Unrestricted
funds

2022

Restricted
funds

2022
Total
2022

6

Grants and donations

Property

District assessment and levy

Office and administration

Other outgoings

Stipends, salaries and associated costs

56, 104

123,059

13,387

5,485
229,557

2,576

1,860

6
4,812

68,422

2,576

57,964

123,059

13,393
10,297

297,979

427, 592 77,676 505,268
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

9. Analysis of expenditure by activities

Activities
undertaken

directly
2023

E

Grant
funding of

activities
2023

F

Support
costs
2023

f

Total
funds
2023

E

Grants and donations

Property

District assessment and levy

Office and administration

Other outgoings

Depreciation

Stipends, salaries and associated costs

122,969

1,848

69,449

28,561

11,149

23,532

277,631

1,848

69,449

122,969
28,561

11,149

23,532

277,631

122,969 1,848 410,322 635,139

Activities
undertaken

directly
2022

f

Grant
funding of

activities
2022

8

Support
costs
2022

E

Total
funds

2022
F

Grants and donations

Property

District assessment and levy

Office and administration

Other outgoings

Stipends, salaries and associated costs

123,059

2,576
57,964

13,393
10,297

297,979

2,576

57,964

123,059

13,393
10,297

297,979

123,059 2,576 379,633 505,268
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

10. Auditors' remuneration

2023 2022

Fees payable to the Circuit's auditor for the audit of the Circuit's annual
accounts

Fees payable to the Circuit's auditor in respect of.

Non audit fees

9,900

1,750

9,000

11. Staff costs

Wages and salaries

Social security costs

Contribution to defined contribution pension schemes

2023
F

216,406
16,653
44,572

2022
E

235,463

17,916
44,600

277,631 297,979

The average number of persons employed by the Circuit during the year was as follows:

Ministers

Administration & mission

2023
No.

2022
No.

10

No employee received remuneration amounting to more than 660,000 in either year.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

12. Trustees' remuneration and expenses

The Superintendent of the Circuit, the other Ministers and the remaining members of the Circuit
Leadership Team are considered as key management personnel. The Superintendent chairs meetings of
the Circuit Leadership Team and Circuit Meetings. The members of the Circuit Meeting are the Trustees
of the Circuit.

The stipends, employer's NIC and employer's pension contributions and other epxenses of the Ministers

of the Circuit are paid by the Circuit.

During the year, one or more Trustees has been paid remuneration or has received other benefits from

an employment with the Circuit. The value of Trustees' remuneration and other benefits was as follows:

Rev'd Dave Bonny

Rev'd Helen Harrell

Rev'd Rachel Wood

Rev'd Mike Redshaw

Rev'd Manoa Ratubalavu

Rev'd Rachel Moss

Jordan Lambert

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

Remuneration

Pension contributions paid

2023
E

27,324

6,640

27,280

7,291

27,280

7,291

27,280

7,291

27,280

7,291

27,280

7,291

18,600

1,110

2022
6

25,824

6,947

25,824

6,947

25,824

6,947

25,824

6,947

17,300

1,038

During the year ended 31 August 2023, no Trustee has received any expenses in relation to their work as
a Trustee (2022 - FNIL).
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

13. Tangible fixed assets

Manses
E

Cost or valuation

At 1 September 2022 1,467,500

At 31 August 2023 1,467,500

Depreciation

Charge for the year 23,532

At 31 August 2023 23,532

Net book value

At 31 August 2023 1,443,968

At 31 August 2022 1,467,500

14. Investment property

Freehold
investment

property
E

Valuation

At 1 September 2022

Additions

At 31 August 2023

1,075,000

225,000

1,300,000

During the year property managed by the Circuit comprised of 6 manses. Woodmill and Woodville

Churches both closed to worship during the year and their management transferred to the Circuit. The
following Chapels are also closed to worship and managed by the Circuit; Rowland Memorial, Winshill,

Blackfordby, Prince Memorial, Stubwood and Church Broughton.

No properties were sold during the year.
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EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

16. Stocks

Finished goods and goods for resale

2023

1,589

2022

2,071

16. Debtors

Due within one year

Other debtors

Prepayments and accrued income

2023
E

25,632

2022

5,000

23,007

25,532 28,007

17. Current asset investments

Unlisted investments

2023
f

231,712

2022

582,529

18. Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Accruals

2023
6

24,502

2022

9,140

Page 32



EAST STAFFORDSHIRE AND SOUTH DERBYSHIRE METHODIST CIRCUIT

Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

19. Statement of funds

Statement of funds - current year

Balance at 1
September

2022
E

Unrestricted
funds

Income Expenditure
5

Balance at
Transfers Gains/ 31 August

in/out (Losses) 2023
6 f

General Funds

Circuit Model
Trust Fund

347,784

602,478 15,996 (37,764) (351,505)

2,672,507 469,903 (443,547) (886) 3,045,761

229,205

3,274,985 485,899 (481,311) (3,721) (886) 3,274,966

Restricted
funds

Uttoxeter
Schools
Worker

Hanbury Burial
Ground

Benevolent
Fund

Connexional

Internal
Organisations

World
Churches

Shoe Box
Appeal

Woodville
Burial Ground

Stock

6,373

2,002

190

12,090

2,154

2,906

2,071

18,716

63

525

5,159

20,000

(25,173)

(4)

(300)

(5,654)

(21,479)

(1,218)

3,499

(60)

(225)

507

(482)

3,415

2,001

190

12,077

675

1,688

507

1,589

27,786 44,463 (53,828) 3,721 22,142

Total of funds 3,302,771 530,362 (535,139) (886) 3,297,108
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19. Statement of funds (continued)

Restricted funds exist to support specific expenditure. Each of the following Restricted funds are used
for the purpose described:

Ulioxeier Schools Worker
To continue to jointly fund the School's Worker at Uttoxeter with the objective of bringing the good news
of Jesus into schools within the Uttoxeter Pyramid of schools.

Hanbury Burial Ground
To fund maintenance of the Burial Ground at Hanbury.

Benevolent Fund
Primarily held for the relief of poverty and sitress in the congregations and neighbourhood of the Circuit.

infernal Organisations
Funds held by a variety of organisations within individual Churches.

World Churches
To fund 50'/o of the costs of the Presbyter provided to minister to the Fijian community in the UK.

Shoe Box Appeal
To provide funds for the annual shoe box appeal.

Woodville Burial Ground
To fund maintenance of the Burial Ground at Woodville.
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19. Statement of funds (continued)

Statement of funds - prior year

Balance at
1 September

2021
8

Unrestricted
funds

Designated
funds

Balance at
'Transfers Gains/ 31 August

Income Expenditure in/out (Losses) 2022
6 F 6 6 6

Designated Funds

CMTF

General funds

22,644

87,229
(22,644)

(87,229)

General Funds

Circuit Model
Trust Fund

Total
Unrestricted
funds

1,920,948 1,017,537 (382,999) 117,021 2,672,507

602,959 3,243 (44,592) (10,061) 50,929 602,478

2,633,780 1,020,780 (427,591) (2,913) 50,929 3,274, 985

Restricted funds

Family Worker

Uttoxeter Schools
Worker

Hanbury Burial
Ground

Education & Youth

Benevolent Fund

Connexional

Internal
Organisations

World Churches

Shoe Box Appeal

Hunt's Charity

Stock

5,874

2,000

339
690

10,788

2,553

4,011
3

2,460

3,020

18,945

835

6,023

20,000

25,000

(3,020)

(6)

(339)

(500)

(835)

(5,110)
(20,399)

(1,105)

(25,003)

389

(389)

(21,360) 2,914 6,373

2,002

190

12,090

2, 154

2,906

2,071

Total Restricted
funds 28,718 73,832 (77,677) 2,913 27,786

Total of funds 2,662,498 1,094,612 (505,268) 50,929 3,302,771
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20. Summary of funds

Summary of funds - current year

Balance at 1
September

2022
6

General funds 3,274,985
Restricted

funds 27,786

Income Expenditure
F

485,899 (481,311)

(53,828)

Transfers
In/out

6

(3,721)

3,721

Balance at
Gains/ 31 August

(Losses) 2023
E 5

(886) 3,274,966

22,142

3,302,771 630,362 (535,139) (886) 3,297,108

Summary of funds - prior year

Balance at
1

September
2021

f
Income Expenditure

5 6

Transfers
in/out

5

Gains/
(Losses)

Balance at
31 August

2022
5

Designated
funds

General funds

Restricted
funds 28,718 73,832

109,873

2,523,907 1,020,780 (427,591)

(77,677)

(109,873)
106,960

2,913

50,929 3,274, 985

27,786

2,662,498 1,094,612 (505,268) 50,929 3,302,771

21. Analysis of net assets between funds

Analysis of net assets between funds - current year

Unrestricted
funds

2023

Restricted
funds
2023

Total
funds

2023
E

Tangible fixed assets

Investment property

Current assets
Creditors due within one year

1,443,968

1,300,000
555,233

(24,235)
22,409

(267)

1,443,968

1,300,000
677,642

(24,502)

Total 3,274, 966 22, 142 3,297,108
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21. Analysis of net assets between funds (continued)

Analysis of net assets between funds - prior year

Tangible fixed assets
Fixed asset investments

Investment properly

Current assets
Creditors due within one year

Unrestricted
funds

2022
F

1,467,500

20,873

1,075,000

720,657

(9,045)

Restricted
funds

2022
5

27,881

(95)

Total
funds

2022
5

1,467,500

20,873

1,075,000
748,538

(9,140)

Total 3,274,985 27,786 3,302,771

22. Reconciliation of net movement in funds to net cash flow from operating activities

2023
5

2022
5

Net income/expenditure for the year (as per Statement of Financial
Activities) (5,663) 640,273

Adjustments for:
Depreciation charges

Additions of Investment Properties

Disposals of tangible fixed assets

Decrease in stocks

Investment income

Decrease/(increase) in debtors

Increase/(decrease) in creditors

Increase/(decrease) in loans outstanding

23,532

(225,000)

482

(33,196)
2,475

15,362

(775,000)

(52,328)
389

(3,575)

(3,496)

(17,828)

5,000

Net cash used in operating activities (222,008) (206,565)

23. Analysis of cash and cash equivalents

Cash in hand

2023
5

550,521

2022
5

739,333

Total cash and cash equivalents 550,521 739,333
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24. Analysis of changes in net debt

Cash at bank and in hand

Liquid investments

At 1
September At 31

2022 Cash flows August 2023
E 6

135,931 182,878 318,809

682,529 (350,817) 231,712

718,460 (167,939) 660,621

25. Capital commitments

There were no capital commitments at the year-end (2022 - ANIL).
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Notes to the Financial Statements
For the Year Ended 31 August 2023

26. Pension commitments

The Circuit operates a defined contribution pension scheme. The assets of the scheme are held

seperately from those of the Circuit in an independently administered fund. The pension cost charge
represents contributions payable by the Circuit to the fund and amount to f44, 572 (2022 - f44,600).
Contributions totalling ENIL (2022 - ENII ) were payable to the fund at the balance sheet date and are
included in creditors.

27. Related party transactions

The East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit has not entered into any related party
transaction during the year, nor are there any outstanding balances owing between related parties and
the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit at 31 August 2023.
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Welcome from the Superintendent

Atter the formation of this Methodist Circuit early in the covid crisis, no one could
have predicted that the lockdown would last as long as it did. Throughout that
time the staff produced weekly worship sheets and still do so, for those unable
to get to a Church service. In some places Zoom services have become the
'norm' and people have begun to see the benefits of modern technology and
how it can enable worship to take place.

As was predictedin last year's report, more Churches have indeed closed with

the inevitable knock-on effect on circuit finances. However, the leadership
team have managed the finances well and are still looking for growth in
2022/23. Inevitably hard decisions will have to be taken, but will be taken in
accordance with a stated desire to see the purpose of the church fulfilled.

Superintendent Minister of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

Introduction
The Circuit was formed in September 2020 following a merger of the Trent and Dove and South

Derbyshire Methodist Circuits. At the beginning of the year 2021-22 there were 22 churches in the

Circuit, covering an area from the Leicestershire Border at Acresford, through Swadlincote, Burton-

upon-Trent and Etwall, to tlttoxeter and Stubwood. There is also a multipurpose drop-in centre and

shop, 'Oasis', in Swadlincote Town Centre.

However, during the course of the year, four churches ceased to worship and closed their buildings:

Hatton and Stubwood (October 2021), Winshill (January 2022), and Blackfordby (June 2022). The

remaining churches have all reopened after the Pandemic, some on a fortnightly basis, though

Woodville remained online for the connexional year.

Objectives and Activities
In setting our objectives and planning our activities the Circuit Trustees meet at least twice a year.

These meetings plan and agree the activities of the Circuit and ensure it complies with Charity

Commission guidance. A list of Trustees, the Churches they represent, and the positions held is

given below:
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Circuit Re resentatives

Ministers

Rev'd Moira Biggins

Rev'd David Bonny

Rev'd Helen Harrell

Rev'd Stella Mills

Rev'd Manoa Ratubalavu

Rev'd Mike Redshaw

Deacon

Deacon Janice Hacon

Circuit Meeting Secretary

Celia Ryan

Circuit Local Preachers & Worship

Leaders Representative:

Susan Laws

Supernumerary Ministers

Rev'd Doug Allen

Rev'd Ann Bolas

ReVd Lynda Coates

Rev'd Derek Morton

Rev'd Susan Rolls

Rev'd Maurice Whittaker

Rev'd David Palmer

Lay Workers

Caroline Green

Jordon Lambert

Miss Susan Laws

Circuit Stewards

Steve Dobson

Denise Hancock

Andrew Hawkins

Heather Simrn

Miss Wendy Smith

Andrew Wooding

Action For Children

Rosemary Hancock

Family Action Team

Sue Shakespeare

Circuit Missions

Julie Green (MWB)

Jenny lllsley (MHA)

John Jay

Sue Palmer (MWB tk World Church)

Shirley Wagstaff

Bryan Wild (MHA)

Sue Williams (Fiiian Liaison)

Gwen Wortley

Circuit Safeguarding Coordinator

Caroline Green

Circuit Safeguarding Advisor

Richard House

LP Elected Rep

Joyce Greenwood

Synod Reps

Denis Barratt

Sue Nickson

2021- 2022 Page ( 3



ESSD Methodist Circuit Trustees' Annual Report & Accounts

Circuit Church Re resentatives

Acresford Methodist Church
Barton under Needwood

Methodist Church

Treasurer

Rep

Dorothy Twigg

Michael Green

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Reserve

David Moore

lan Gilby

Fiona Panter

John Wright

Blackfordby Methodist Church

Closed June 2022

Boylestone

Methodist Church

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Rep

Denis Mansfield

Lorna Armson

Anne Harrison

Jean Mason

Treasurer

Rep

Reserve

Oliver Ball

Oliver Ball

Church Gresley Methodist Church Draycott Methodist Church

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Reserve

Ann Metcaif

Terry Chandler

Eila Baugh

Denis Barratt

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Lynn Wragg

Marion Rowe

Stephen Ryan

Etwall Methodist Church
Hatton Methodist Church

Closed October 2021

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Herman Bonardt

Vic Appleby

Wendy Smith

Treasurer

Rep Eunice Watson

Hilton Methodist Church Newhall Methodist Church

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Karen Evans

Brian Hill

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Steve Smith

Rosemary Hancock

Nigel Sharpe
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Overseal CofE/Methodist Church Short Street Methodist Church

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

lan Coles

Dilys Harper

Treasurer

Rep

Reserve

Graham Meers

Wendy Knight

Stanton Methodist Church Stretton Methodist Church

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Reserve

Miss Rita Street

Julie Hackett

Jean Hollins

Elaine Tagg

Treasurer

Rep

Reserve

Shirley Toon

Christine Dunsby

Rita Hartshorn

St Thomas's Methodist Church
Stubwood Methodist Church

Closed October 2021
Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Liz Merrick

John Jones

Sue McLoughlin

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Teresa Hawkins

Susanne Smith

Shirley Wagstaff

Ticknall Methodist Church Trinity (Linton) Methodist Church
Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Rep

Kathy Bates

Angela Bird

Jennffer lllsley

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Reserve

Betty Naylor

Martin Kesterton

Rita Walton

Mick Bell

Uttoxeter Methodist Church
Winshill Methodist Church

ClosedJanuary2022
Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Rep

RogerRooke

John Darby

Anne Dobson

Julie Green

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Rep

Graham Meers

Linda Latham

Jenny Meers

Moya Middleton

2021 —2022
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Woodtnill (St Paul's)

Methodist Church

Closed August 2022

Woodville Methodist Church

Worshipping On-line

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Roy Ward

Les Fellows

Alan Richardson

Treasurer

Rep

Rep

Brian Parker

Joan Barnett

The Circuit is governed by the Methodist Church Act 1976, the Deed of Union and the Model Trust

Deeds of the Methodist Church.

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of

Union the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The

Methodist Church;

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or

other organisation of The Methodist Church;

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or

ancillary to The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to

The Methodist Church

The organisation and resourcing of regular acts of worship open to members of the church and non-

members alike. The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups. The

resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the ill and bereaved. Taking religious assemblies in

local schools. Chaplaincy is offered at East Midlands Airport, and the Agricultural community, as

well as chaplaincy support at Queens Hospital.

We are seeking to be a visionary Circuit glorifying God, sharing the mission and ministry of Jesus.

This Circuit is called into being by the grace of God, led by Jesus Christ and is given the gifts for its

work by and through the renewing power of the Holy Spirit to facilitate mission through worship,

witness and service of the congregations and circuit along with ecumenical co-operation and

community engagement encouraging shared ministry with all parts of the Christian family.

Review of the Year
The year saw many of the Circuit's churches reopen after lockdowns came to an end. This was a

piecemeal process managed by the local trustees as they deemed it safe to do so. Four churches

found that they could not sustain their mission and ministry, whether because of too few personnel,

too little finance or problems with property. Each closed with a service of thanksgiving for all that

each community had achieved across the years. Some of the members attached themselves to new

fellowships quickly, while others are still seeking a new spiritual home.

The value of online services and meetings had been proved during lockdown, and both continue and

have the Circuit's commitment to do so in the future. A number of Bible Studies and events have

also taken place online, and business meetings have varied in style, including in person, digital or
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hybrid platforms. The original section-based range of digital Sunday worship was curtailed by the
reopening of services on site, until there were just a few regular opportunities to gather digitally
each week.

The required governance for the circuit is continually being reviewed, monitored and modified as
required. Though not without difficulty in the earlier parts of the year, Safeguarding continues to be
managed by the Superintendent and the Circuit Administrator, and training offered by the Circuit
and District Training teams, all of whom have attended the appropriate training. Communications
across the Circuit has been maintained through the Circuit website and weekly notices. And in
planning for the future, the circuit was successful in seeking two ministers to join the team for
September 2022, as three of the existing ministers moved on or retired, and the remaining staff
were involved in decisions about future oversight in the light of changing needs. After a period of
illness, our circuit Administrator resigned at the end of August 2022, and the Summer Circuit
Meeting instructed the Leadership Team to seek a replacement as soon as practicable.

While it became possible to restart Messy Church within the Circuit, the continuing issues with Covid
in schools have meant that "Open the Book" in schools, in and around Uttoxeter and Hilton, has not
been able to recommence its mission.

The Uttoxeter Schools worker continued his work, being jointly supported by The Renew Church in
Uttoxeter, the United Reformed Church in Uttoxeter and the Methodist Church. Although he was
not able to go into schools during the period they were closed, he was able to take on line assemblies
and produced some excellent video work for use in the schools' work with the children of key
workers and their on-line teaching programmes. Many of the Uttoxeter School Pyramid took part in
these and because of that there was a significant impact in those schools. Towards the end of the
year he was able to begin a number of programmes in some of the schools in the hope of being fully
operational across the pyramid in 2022-23.

The Family Worker sustained the work with toddlers and their carers and some Messy Church
groups across the year. The work is such that in some places it was almost a fresh beginning, as
families had moved beyond the age range for the activities on offer, but some of the groups
continued to flourish. Taizh evenings and Julian Meetings on zoom took place for the whole of the
year. At the beginning of August 2022 the Family Worker resigned her role, and the Circuit is
reviewing its staffing needs for the future.

The Oasis Centre in Swadlincote is a Town Centre Work, a place for meeting people as well as an
outlet for the sale of Fair Trade Goods, gradually reopened when it was safe forstaff and volunteers
to enable it to do so.

Despite difficult times, we pray that God will continue to bless in the East Staffordshire and South
Derbyshire Methodist Circuit, as it faces the challenges of diminished resources whilst looking at
new opportunities for its mission in the communities where it is set.

'
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Property
We have provision for six manses in the Circuit and five presbyters plus one Deacon occupying those

properties. Towards the end of the Connexional Year the Circuit completed the sale of Church

Broughton Methodist Church after a very lengthy process. The successful bidder was Church

Broughton Parish Council with whom we had worked very closely. The Circuit also has responsibility

for both the Oasis Centre (Unit 6) and Rowland Memorial Church, Midway now renamed as 'The

Well'. The Oasis Centre is on a S-year lease from South Derbyshire District Council which expires in

December 2023. Four churches, Stubwood, Hatton, Winshlll and Blackfordby made the difficult

decision to cease to meet during the year. These properties are now identified as Investment

Properties and are under the stewardship pf the Circuit. The CLT has delegated authority from the

Circuit Meeting to decide on the future of these properties.

Plans for Future Years
In the light of the number of congregations that did not reopen after Covid lockdown, we are in the

process of restructuring in terms of finance and personnel to provide stability for any potential

future growth. The expected changes in staffing at the end of August 2022 will allow us to

restructure our digital ministry of worship, study and fellowship and to put renewed energy Into the

more rural churches to the North West of the Circuit.

Beyond that, we are planning to develop a plan for development and innovation so that our mission

will progress and the remaining churches grow for the future. We are investing in new projects, such

as the Arts Church, as well as continuing the work of OASIS, and we are committed to helping local

communities in as many ways as we can.

Of course we have issues of declining membership, reducing income and ageing property to deal

with. But we move forward in hope and faith.

Basis of Preparation and Legal Framework
The Charity's Annual Report and Accounts have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011and the

Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable to

charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in

the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 2019)—the Charities SORP (FRS 102)).

The members of the East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit meeting are the

Charity Trustees, membership being made up of Circuit Office Holders, Ministers and

Representatives appointed by the local churches. Full membership is shown under Ob/ectives &

Activities on page 2 of this Report.
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The Charity's full name is:

Charity Registration Number:

Date of Registration:

Main Point of Contact:

Main Point of Contact Address:

Telephone Number:

Email Address:

East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit

1133721
1*'September 2020

Circuit Office,
Winshill Methodist Church, High Bank Road, Winshill,

Burton on Trent, Staffordshire, DE15 ONL

01283 337649

caroline. essd. mc@gmail. corn /office. essd. mcogmail. corn

Active Circuit Ministers:

Deacon:

Circuit Lay Workers:

Circuit Stewards:

Circuit Meetings Secretary:

Circuit Ministers and Officers

Rev'd Mike Redshaw (Superintendent)

ReVd Moira Biggins

Rev'd Dave Bonny

Rev'd Helen Harrell

Rev'd Stella Mills

Rev'd Manoa Ratubalavu

Deacon Janice Hacon

Mrs Caroline Green (until end of August 2022)

Mr Jordan lambert

Miss Susan laws(until end of August 2022)

Mr Steve Dobson

Mrs Denise Hancock

Mr Andrew Hawkins

Mrs Heather Simms

Miss Wendy Smith

~ Mr Andrew Wooding

Mrs Celia Ryan

"Financial Steward

Bankers:

HSBC

18 High Street,
Burton on Trent

Staffordshire, DE14 1ID

Investment Mana ers:
Central Finance Board

of the Methodist Church

9 Bonhill Street,

London, EC2A 9PE

Custodian Trustees:
Trustees for Methodist

Church Purposes, Central Buildings
Oldham Street

Manchester, M1 1JQ

Auditors:
Dains Audit Limited

1S Colmore Row, Birmingham, 83 2BH
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Financial Review
During the year, the Circuit has accounted for total income of 61,094,612 (2020/21 6323,239) and

expenditure of f505,268 (2020/21 6476,060). Contained within the income figure is notional income of

f775,000 which was received when a further four churches, which have closed to worship, became the

management responsibility of the Circuit. These are now shown on the balance sheet as investment

properties. Excluding this notional income, the underlying, recurrent operating deficit of cE185,700

was higher than that planned for of f125 300. In the main, the increase was due to reduced income

from shares (f61,000) which was primarily the result of COVID 19 continuing to have a significant

impact on individual Churches income and therefore their ability to pay the full share requirement.

Ultimately, this led to the closure of the four churches referred to above.

The underlying deficit is due to planned funding from balances of the following; Family Worker

(f23,490), Circuit Administrator (E11,600), Uttoxeter Schools Worker (E2,914), support for

continued Ministry (f26,000), planned shortfall in shares (E15,700) and payments to the Methodist

Church (E44,400).

The Circuit continues to actively manage its manses to minimise cost and provide a good standard

of living accommodation for Ministers. Investment properties are planned to be sold. During

2021/22 the Circuit sold one investment property, Church Broughton Chapel, and made a gain of

cE52,000 from the sale proceeds.

The Circuit considers itself to be a going concern. This is based on the levels of income (mainly share

payments from Churches) promised for the financial year 2022/23. Although the pandemic has

impacted on the income of Churches within the Circuit, the Circuit is confident it has sufficient

reserves to meet any shortfall in income.

There are no subsidiary undertakings.

The Circuits main source of income continues to be shares received from the Churches within the

Circuit, which in 2021/22 accounted for 68/0 of its operational income (2020/21, 76Yo).

Circuit income is used, in the main, to fund the stipends and associated costs of Ministers (6.0 full

time equivalents during the year) and salaries and associated costs of lay staff (2.0 full time

equivalents). In 2021/22 this accounted for 59/a of total expenditure (2020/21, 58/o). The balance

of expenditure, in the main, is used to support the wider Methodist Church 24M (2020/21, 25%) and

the running of the property within the Circuit, 11N (2020/21, 11/o).

Investments
To comply with Methodist Standing Orders, monies for long term investment are lodged with the

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP). TMCP acts as custodian trustee for all real estate

held by Circuits and for all large (over f20,000) bequests. These sums are invested in unitised

investments or held on deposit.

Short term deposits are lodged with the Central Finance Board (CFB) where they attract interest.
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Reserves Level and Policy

The Circuit currently holds significant free reserves. At the end of the year (31August 2022) these
were as follows;

Unrestricted: Circuit Model Trust Fund

General

Sub-tota I Unrestricted

602,478

130,007

732,485

Restricted General 27,786

Total Reserves 760,272

The Circuit no longer holds any designated funds as the items previously included under this category
now form part of day to day budgets.

Restricted funds are held and used for the purposes for which they are given. It is the policy of the
Circuit to use such funds for the purposes intended as soon as is practically possible. The balance held
for restricted funds is allocated as follows;

Usoxe for schools worker

Senswlenl Fund

Herb»ygel»Grourd

Issmal Crgarfeagone

Weld Cbmh Gram

Shoegoxhppeal

2 2 Ur of the ego»»SRoohmledfundeswus dforlhspuqwee described;

0224 2 «arne»kfdr»The»0»sd»ofbwoderettmcwbrxdbg»
orgasm ofbrhstng 0» good mr»of sue Ido echmb tdw 0» Ihkesde Spam» elect»nb.

180 Pdmsdlyhokf ter the wleiofpowdyand Gltmss I Ihe «mgregsgcw end nelgl»»hoed of the Cir«ic

2 002 To hnd mern»nenw of the Scelel Grea» atHedxey.

14I59 Fedshe»byawdalyofox»nealklraniNnlndtdm Icmrd»e

2 155 To hnd SRI d the costs of0» PnlxbylerProdded lo Adsler le Ihe Fgkm comrmmlyll Ihe UIL

2 000 To modda kmls forlhe a«eel sl»e box appeal

It is not the policy to hold significant reserves. However, sufficient reserves are held to continue
funding those items of expenditure agreed by the Circuit.

The Circuit will, in the light of known and developing plans, continue to review the reserves held to
ensure they are used in the best interest of the Circuit.

Structure, Governance and Management
The governing document for the circuit is the Deed of Union (1932)and Methodist Church Act (1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the circuit is undertaken by the Circuit Leadership team along with the
Local Preachers meeting.
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Trustee Training
A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the Circuit,

specifically the leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church' is made available to all new

Circuit meeting members as an induction to their role as trustees.

Related Parties
The Circuit is part of the Nottingham and Derby District and is also accountable to the Methodist

Conference.

The Circuit is comprised of the following Methodist Churches:

Acresford Methodist Church

Barton under Needwood Methodist Church

Blackfordby Methodist Church (Closed June 2022)

Boylestone Methodist Church

Church Gresley Methodist Church

Draycott in the Clay Methodist Church

Etwall Methodist Church

Hatton Methodist Church (Closed October 2021)

Hilton Methodist Church

Newhall Methodist Church

Oasis Centre, Swadlincote

Overseal C of E/Methodist Church

Short Street Methodist Church

Stanton Methodist Church

Stretton Methodist Church

St Thomas's Methodist Church

Stubwood Methodist Church

Ticknall Methodist Church

Trinity (Linton) Methodist Church

Uttoxeter Methodist Church

Winshill Methodist Church (Closed January 2022)

Woodmill (St Paul's) Methodist Church

Woodville Methodist Church

Churches currently Closed:
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Church Broughton Methodist Church

Rowland Memorial Methodist Church

Risk Management
The major risk to the circuit and its churches remains one of an ageing congregation, reducing
membership leading to reduced income, coupled with rising costs and increased property
expenditure. Some churches are still deciding on their future, bearing in mind the above facts. It
remains therefore that finding new ways to increase membership, coupled with excellent
stewardship of finances and resources continues to be of paramount importance not only at circuit
level but also in the churches themselves.

Income and Expenditure is being monitored in total and is compared with the approved annual
budget on a quarterly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avoid
unforeseen calls on reserves.

Safeguarding
Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female inGod's own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of us in
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and
therefore to protect them from harm.

Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the following principles:

~ the care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young
people and adults

~ the safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they
are vulnerable

~ the establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment
where there is informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.

~ We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church,
in line with Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records
disclosures and registration with the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

~ We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an
adult, child or young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police
and local authority in any investigation.

~ We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them
an appropriate ministry of informed pastoral care.

~ We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of
trust.

~ We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral
to the proper authorities, to any member of our church community known to have
offended against a child, young person or vulnerable adult.

~ In all these principles, we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good
practice

2021—2022
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The East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit commits itself to ensuring the
implementation of Connexional Safeguarding Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe
practice in the circuit and in the churches.

The East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist Circuit also commits itself to the provision
of support, advice and training for lay and ordained people that will ensure people are clear and
confident about their roles and responsibilities in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and adults who may be vulnerable.

Summary

The mission of the circuit has continued through the leadership of our dedicated ministers, lay
employees and those appointed, on a voluntary basis, to the many and varied offices. Challenging
times lie ahead as we realign our churches and congregations as we emerge from a period of closure.
We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and direct us in our thoughts, words and deeds.

Approvals

The Trustees' Report was approved by the Circuit Meeting, held on

Date: ~~/ ~j~o~ & at riots Awe Methodist Churchm Ewart i A i

C Circui Meeting Secretary to t e Circuit Meeting
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Annual Accounts

for the year ended 31 August 2022
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statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) for the year ended 91August 2022

unrestricted Funds
Chcult Madel

Notes Geneml Fund Trust
6 6

General

5

Designated Funds
CircultModel

Tlrrct

2

Resbkled
Funds Totah

202142
f

Totals
202001

6

Income and Endowments
I Oonstonsandlegauss 1

2 hcometommonelarylnmsbnenls 2
3 hcomefmmlmwslmenlpmperte* 3
4 Assessmedsonchwdws 4

5 Grants received

6 Orner charitable adivl5es

7 Total sum sharashle acavmes

8 Qherincome 8
9Total income and endowmsnls

Expenditure
11 Grants and donasons 7
12Slipsnds, Sahdes aml associated costs 8
13Propedy 9
14 OisblclAssessmwt & Levy 10
15 Oepraciagorr

16 Ogice and edmlmslrsfon

17 Oheroulgolngs

18Total chsdlabls expendaure

19Galnsl(hsses) on monetary Imeslmeds

20 Gains on Rembwbon ofFixed Assels
21Galnsl(hsses)onimesbnenlpmpw5es 15
22 Net Incomel(expenditure)
23 Transfers between linis
24 Net movemsnt In funds

25 Total funds brought fonuard

26 'total hnds carded forward

3,880
323 3,243

1,054
217.777

229,557
56,104
80,420

0
11,434
5485

42,639

1,953

383 00 44592

-1299
62,328

034 7 9280
117,022 -10,061
751 569 Mat

920948 601911
2672 07 NI2 76

273 s4 243

794203
1,017.537 3 3

0 0

0 0
4I7$29 -22,644
47229 G2.644

87 279 2lass
0 0

18,655
9

49,145

67
6 023

73,832

2,576
08,422

1,860

6
4.012

77.876

2912
432
718

2'7 788

22,535
3575
1.054

217,7ll
49,145

0
294 86
800,626

1094 12

2576
297,979
57964

123,059
0

13293
10207

505 ee
0

-I$99
52228

640 73

640 73
2667 98

3202 771

25,844
2,522

893
247206
30275

0
312740
10,499

323 39

ttrL57
275,18$

54,222
118,205

0
10,921
0 069

476 060
3454

0
0

-149207

-449267
261t,eee
2 002498
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Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2022

Unrestricted Funds

General Circuit Model
Fund Trusts

f

Restricted
Funds

Designated
Funds

Totals
2022

Totals
2021

Fixed Assets
Circuit Menses & Equipment
hue stnmnt pro ponies
hvestmenls

Total ared assets

Notes
15
15
16

1,467,500
1,075,000

2,542,500

20 873

20 873

1 46T.500
1,075.000

20.873

2,563 373

1,467.500
352,200

22 272

1,841.972

Current Assets
Debtors & P
Loans
Investments
Central Fina
Cashataank
Stock

repayments 17
18

vdlh TMCP 16
nce Board Deposits 19

and In hand 19
20

Tolal current assets

Netcunentassetslllabll&us

Total assets less current
lleblgtfes

tong term OsbOitlet (due after
more than one veerl

Net assets

Funds of the Circuit
General Fund

Circuit Model Trust Fund

Designated Funds

Totel Unresefcted Funds
Resbi cled Funds

Total Funds

Signed

Current liabilities
Creditors (due In under I year) 21

Total current liabllgies

23,007

3,922
100.132
11,991

139052

9 045

9 045

130,007

2,672,507

2 672,507

2,672,507

2,672a507

2,672407

5,000
576,805

581.605

581605

602 478

802 478

602,478

602,478

602M?8

Circuit Treasurer

2,002
8,719

15,089
2 071

27 881

95

95

27,786

27,786

27 786

27,786

27,786

23,007
5,000

582,529
108,851
27,060
2 071

749,538

9 140

9,140

739,398

3 302,771

3 302 771

2,672,507
602,478

0 0
3,274,985

27786

3,302,771

19,511
10,000

668,831
92,273
64,419
2,460

847894

26 968

26 968

820 526

2,662 498

2,662398

1,920,948
602,959
109,873

2,633,780
28,718

2,682r498

~LM ~M
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Cash Flow Statement

31.8.2022 31.8.2021

Cash Generated from Operations -206,565 -132,381

Cashflows from investing activities:

Disposal of tangible fixed assets 104,528

Net cash provided by (used in) investing activities 104,528

Cash flows from financing activities:

Interest received 3,575 2,522

Net cash provided by (used in) financing activities

Change In cash and cash equivalents in the reporting period

3,575

-98,462

2,522

-129,859

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the reporting period 837,795 967,654

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the reporting period 739,333 837,795

Note to Cash Flow Statement

Net income/(expenditure) for the reporting period

(as per the Statement of Financial Activities)

31.8.2022

640,273

31.8.2021

6

-149,367

Adjustments for;
Additions of tangible fixed assets

Disposals of tangible fixed assets

Stock movement

Interest Received

Decrease/(increase - ) in debtors

Decrease/(increase - ) in loans outstanding

(Decrease - )/Increase in creditors

-775,000
-52,328

389
-3,575

-3,496

5,000
-17,828

-2,522

324
-5,000

24,184

Net cash provided by (used in) operating activities -206,565 -132,381
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1 Accounting Framework and Accounting Policies

1.1 Accounting Standard

The Charity constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRSI02. The
financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting
and Reporting by Chadities, the Statement of Recommended Practice
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland
issued in October 2019 and effective from 01 January 2019, the Financial
Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of
Ireland (FRS 102), the Charities Act 2011 and UK General Accepted
Accounting Practice.

Assets and liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction
value unless otherwise stated in the relevant accounting policy note(s)
below.

1.2 Basis
These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost except
that investments are shown at their market value at the end of the year.
The accruals basis has been used and Trustees present accounts that
show a true and fair view of the Circuit's financial position and activities.

1.3 Content
The financial information presented Is relevant, reliable, comparable and
complete. Where estimates are used these ars based on experience,
research and judgement. The accounts are expressed in Esterling,
rounded to the nearest pound.

1.4 Basis of Accounting
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with applicable charity
law in England. This being the Charities Act 2011 and Sl 2008/629
(Charities Accounting and Reporting Regulations) and, pending the making
of replacement regulations specific to SORP 2015 in accordance with Reg.
8(4)(d) of Sl 2008/629, the chadity trustees have departed from the
requirement of Reg.8(5) by following SORP(FRS102) instead of SORP
2005 to the extent necessary to give a true and fair view in the
circumstances.

1.5 Consolidation
The Circuit has denominational regulatory oversight in respect of the work
of the Churches within the Circuit but has no legal or operational control of
those churches and their governing bodies except in extreme
circumstances. For this reason, the financial statements of the Churches
within the Circuit are not consolidated into these financial statements.
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1.6 Income Recognition

Income is brought into account when there is entitlement and the amount

is reliably measurable once it is more likely than not that the economic

benefit of the income will be forthcoming

Individual amounts categorised as Other income in the SOFA will be

shown separately if they are considered material.

The Circuit acts as agent in one matter:

~ The collection from Churches and payment over of their
contributions to various funds controlled and administered by the
Methodist Church —"Connexional Funds"

In accordance with the Charities SORP (FRS 102), the time of volunteers

is not recognised. If goods are donated, a value will be shown in the SOFA

or Notes where the value is considered material.

1.7 Expenditure

This is recognised when a liability is incurred, or a constructive obligation

adises, where the amount is reliably measurable and it is considered more

likely than not that there will be an outflow of economic benefit.

1.8 Grants
Grants made by the Circuit from its own funds are recognised in full at the

time of agreement to make a grant without performance conditions or as
and when the Circuit accepts that there is a legal or operational obligation

to make the payment if it is subject to performance conditions.

1.9 VAT

Since the Circuit is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the

expenses to which it refers.
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1.10 Tangible fixed assets

These are capitalised if they can be used for more than one year, and
individually cost at least R1,000.

Property that is used as originally inteniled, l.e. for the continuation of
ordinary Circuit business, is shown in the accounts at deemed cost, being
the valuation on transition to FRS102 or at cost on date of
purchase. Deemed cost and cost are split between land and
buildings. Depreciation is provided on buildings at a rate of 4% per annum
on a straight-line basis after deducting their estimated residual value. The
Trustees consider the current residual value of the manse buildings to be
the same as their deemed cost or actual cost.

Investment property is included in the financial statements at fair value,
such value being obtained at the time of re-categorisation or every 5 years
where the property remains unsold at that time

1.11a Monetary Investments
The Circuif s investments are in monetary assets classified as basic
financial instruments under FRS102 and are held by the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP) as custodian trustees. The valuations,
at market value, are those provided by TMCP.

1.11b Investment Property
From time to time the Circuit may hold property (formerly manses and/or
chapels) which is surplus to requirements. Where this is the case and it is
anticipated that the property is unlikely to be used again for its prime
purpose (residential property or place of worship), the property is classified
as Investment Property (whether let or not) and any lets are at market rates
unless there is a compelling reason not to do so in furtherance of the
Circuit's charitable objectives.

1.12 Receivables and Payables; Bank and Cash (Basic financial
Instruments)

Debtors are stated at the amounts owed to the Circuit or prepaid.
Creditors are initially recognised at settlement amount after any trade
discounts, where normal credit terms apply, or the amount advanced to
the Circuit. Subsequently creditors that are current liabilities are
measured at the cash or other consideration expected to be paid. The
liquid funds of bank balances and deposit account balances are shown at
the realisable values.

1.13 Methodist Connexional Funds

The Methodist Church Connexion raises assessments against Circuits and
these are paid quarterly to their Districts. The Circuits raise assessments
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against Churches in the Circuit. The District quarterly remits to the

Methodist Church Fund most of the sum received from Circuits. A small

sum is retained by the District to meet its own costs The Circuit may act as
agent for ad hoc collections of various funds controlled and administered

by The Methodist Church. These are detailed in Note 24 below.

1.14 Pensions

All Methodist Ministers in the Circuit are members of the Methodist

Ministers' Pension Scheme, which is a defined benefit scheme. The

Charity is unable to identify its share of the underlying assets and liabilities

of the scheme and therefore contriibutions are accounted for as if it were a

defined contribution scheme. Contributions are therefore charged in the

accounts as they become payable in accordance with the rules of the

scheme.

1.15 Fund Accounting

The Charity operates three types of fund —Unrestricted, Restricted and

Designated.

Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable

objectives at the discretion of the Trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within

the objects of the Charity. Restrictions ariise when specified by the donor

or when funds are raised for particular restricted purposes.

Designated funds are general funds which the Trustees, have at their

discretion allocated for specific purposes, these may be added to or

reduced at the discretion of the Trustees.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in

the notes to the financial statements.

2 Glossary of Terms

CFB: Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church manages a
Common Deposit Fund and a series of pooled investment funds for

Methodist entities in Great Britain and provides investment advice to those

entities

Church: a group of members from fewer than 10 to more than 50.

Circuit: a group of Methodist Churches near each other, typically between

10 and 30
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Circuit Meeting: the Trustees of the Circuit, most of whom are appointed
by their local Churches and others by virtue of a role they undertake for
the Circuit and/or their local Churches.

CLT (Circuit Leadership Team): a group (comprising mostly but not,
necessarily, exclusively) of Circuit Trustees responsible for the day to day
administration and policy formulation of the Circuit. Generally, the CLT
comprises the Presbyters stationed within the Circuit and Circuit Stewards.

CIIIITF: Circuit Model Trust Fund

Connexion: The Methodist Church in GB which includes the Head ONce
at Methodist Church House, all Methodist Districts, Circuits and Churches
in Great Britain.

District: a group of contiguous Circuits, usually between 15 and 30.

DAF: District Advance Fund.

Lay Employees: personnel employed by the Circuit on generally
accepted commercial employment terms

FRS: Financial Reporting Standard

MIIIIPS: Methodist Ministers' Pension Scheme

Pensions Trust: the organisation through which the Circuit arranges
pension schemes for its Lay employees.

Presbyters (including Superintendent): Probationer or Ordained
Methodist Ministers and/or Deacons who have pastoral and administrative
responsibility for the Churches within the Circuit.

SOFA: Statement of Financial Activities

SORP: Statement of Recommended Practice
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TMCP: Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes, the legal owner and

Custodian Trustee of all Methodist Model Trust property, including

Legacies, Endowments and Accumulated Funds.

3 Notes to the Accounts

Note 1 Donations Received

Table 1 Donations Received

Received From

Various

Uttoxeter Churches for UY&SW

Trent and Dove Churches

Connexional Funds

Gift Aid

General CNITF Designated Restricted

f f f
3,038

14,800
3,020

835

Total
f
3,038

14,800
3,020

835
842

2021
f
3,142

13,788
3,870

4,119
725

Totals 3,880 0 0 18655 22,535 25,644

Note 2 Income from Monetary Investments

Table 2 Income from Monetary Investments

Investment

Interest Fund

Burial Ground

Various Bequests

CFB Account

General CMTF Designated Restricted

f f f f
3,243

9
18

305

Total
f
3,243

9
18

305

2021
f
2.312

7
13

190

Totals 323 3,243 9 3,575 2,522

Note 3 Income from Investment Property

Table 3 Income from Investment Properly

Property

Church Broughton Chapel

Rowland Memorial

Blackfordby Chapel

Totals

General CMTF Designated Restricted

f f f f
600
229
225

Total
f

600
229
225

1,054 0 0 0 1,054

2021

893
0
0

893

The Trustees have determined that these churches will not be returned to use

as a place of worship. They have therefore been classified as Investment
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Property. There is some rental income as they continue to be used for other
purposes.

Note 4 Assessments on Churches

The Circuit is currently comprised of 22 Churches and each is assessed for a
contribution to meet the overall running costs of the Circuit. In making this
assessment, the Circuit considers income it may receive from other sources,
The pandemic continues to have an adverse effect on the income of Churches.
Consequently, not all Churches were able to meet the full assessment required
from them. This explains, in the main, why the overall amount recovered this
way is less than the previous year.

Church

Acresford

Barton

Blackfordby

Boylestone

Church Gres icy
Draycott-in-the-Clay

Etwa II

Hatton

Hilton

Newhall

Overseal (St. Mathewsj
Short St.
St Paul's Woodmill

St Thomas'

Stanton

Stretto n

Stub wood

Ticknall

Trinity

Uttoxeter

Wins hill

Woodvill e
Totals

Table 4 Assessm
General

f
5,000

13,260

3,375
5,340

12,000
8,000

17,864

5,940
16,937
12,000
1,178
4,788
4,800

32,468
8,656

18,416
4,424

4,000
8,000

13,200
8,631
9,500

CMTF

217,777

ents on Churches

Designated Restricted
f f

Total

5,000
13,260

3,375
5,340

12,000
8,000

17,864

5,940
16,937
12,000
1,178
4,788

4,800
32,468
8,656

18,416
4,424

4,000
8,000

13,200

8,631
9,500

2021

6,250
12,668
4,875
5,104

10,000
8,621

17,064
7,566

16,362
20,774
1,500
4,576
4,572

31,464
8,268

17,596

5,900
5,600
8,000

23,052
16,494
11,000

217,777 247,306

2021—2022
Page I 25



ESSD Methodist Circuit Trustees' Annual Report & Accounts

Note 5 Grants Received
Table 5 Grants Received

District Advance Fund Grant for uyasw
Covld Re Start Grant

Hunt's Charity Grant towards Diaconal Post

Closed For Business Grant

World Church Grant for Fiiian Minister

Totals

General
E

Total

f
4,14S

0
25,000

0
20,000

CMTF Designated Restricted

f f f
4,145

2021
f
4,039
2,667

0
9,669

20,000

25000

20,000
0 49,145 49,145 36,3750 0

This is the third year of a 3 year contribution from the District Advance Fund

towards the Uttoxeter Youth & Schools Worker. The Circuit is also grateful for

the grants received from Hunt's Charity and the World Church

Note 6 Other Income
Table 6 Other Income

Hatton Manse Insurance Refund

Received from Rowland Memorial on Closure

Ashby Road Manse Water Refund

Other

Internal Organlsations

Stubwood Chapel

Prince Memorial Chapel

Blackfordby Chapel

Closing Balance from Stubwood Chapel

Reimbursement of QSR on Church Broughton

Winshlg Chapel

Winshill Chapel closing moneytransferred

Sale of Stubwood Paws

Leaving Collection

General CMTF

E f

1,184

110,000
225,000
280,000

123
1,210

160,000
15,424

600
962

Designated Restricted Total

f E E

0
0
0

1,184
6,023 6,023

110,000
22S,000
280,000

123
1,210

160,000
15,424

600
962

2021
E

334
7,525

277
450

1,913
0
0
0
D

0
0
0
0
0

Totals 794,503 0 0 6 023 800 526 107I99

During the year four churches closed to worship and are now accounted for as
investment properties. These were Stubwood, Prince Memorial, Winshill and

Blackfordby. They are now valued on the balance sheet at an 'open market'

valuation and placing them on the balance sheet was accompanied by notional

income as shown in the table.

Note 7 Grants snd Donations

Grants and donations as listed on the next page were made during the year.

The support costs for grant funding are insignificant and are not separately

disclosed.
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Table T Grants and Donations Paid

Grants and Donations Paid to;

Connexional Funds

To Barton Church for Building AlturaBons
Tea rfund for Cyclone rasa In Fiji
Shoe Boxes

Grants to Churches for Technology
Education and Youth Fund

Methodist Women in Britain

Man to Man

General

f
ChflTF Designated Restricted

E 6 6
635

1,105

339
297

Total
6

635
0
0

1,105
0

339
297

0

2021
6
4,1'19

5,000
240
300

1,640
0
0

156
0 0 0 2„sf76 2 576 11457

Note 8 Salaries and Associated Costs

8.1 Stlpends

Stipends were paid to 6 full time Ministers and were as shown in the following
table;

Table 8 Stipends and Associated Staff Costs

Full Pan
Tfma Tfma

E. 1

cmrF Other
General unrest. Dosfgaatad Designated easlrlctad

E 1 1 4 1
Total

E

1421
EMialstarlalStaN

Natlooal lmoraaca
pa as Ion Fund coatdhotfom
Stfpaods

lldocatfo Expenses

Sundry Fx

porn

os
Telephone and 8 mades ad

Travagiag

14,917
41,630

153,552
7,199
5,943
4410

12,1st
33,580

126,859
7,299

4,771
4,140
8 1

edoo
31,693

f,t73
270

14,917
41,680

1SS,S51
7,1NS

698
dytto

461

tgyfse
39+79

249+25
0

4,636
3,fu9
3 71

197221 0 0 0 44041 241 162 21 M7

8.2 Lay Staff

The Circuit employs Lay staff involved in both Mission and Administrative
work. The costs of these staff are shown in the following 2 tables.

8.2a Mission Staff

Table 9 Salaries and Associated Staff Costs —Other Mission Staff

Full Part
Time Tfma

6 E

ONTF

General Unrest. Desfgnated Designated Restricted
6 E 8 E

Total
8

1021
1

Mlsslon Staff
National Insurance

pension Fund Contslhutlens

Salary

Travel

Other

2,340
2,055

34,250
1,701

901

959
847

14,286
615
160

1.381 2A40
1,208 2,055

19,964 34,150
1,086 1,701

741 901

2,778
2,266

37,755
404
405

16 867 0 0 0 24 380 41 247 43 608
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8.2b Administrative Staff

Table 10 Salaries and Associated Staff Costs —Administrative Staff

ndminlstratiue Staff
National Insurance

Pension Fund Contributions

Salary

Other

Full Part CMTF Other

Time Time General Unrest. Designated Designated Restricted Total 2021

8 6 6 8 6 8 F. 6

659 659 659 592

865 865 865 655

13,785 13,785 13,785 15,775

160 160 160 160
0 15 69 157%9 0 0 0 0 15 69 17,182

8.3 Total Stipends and Salary Costs

Table 11 Total Salaries and Associated Staff Costs

Full Part

Time Time

6 5

CMTF Other

General Designated Designate

5 6
229 557 0

d Restricted Total 2021

8 6 6
0 68 22 297 979 275 186

No employees received employee benefits of more than 260,000. There is no

accrual for holiday pay as it is immaterial; the holiday year ends on August 31.
All staff are paid at or above the living wage.

8.4 Pensions

Most ordained presbyters and deacons are members of the Methodist

Ministers' Pension Scheme (MMPS). This is a defined benefit scheme. The

Supreme Court held in 2014 that Methodist ministers (which term includes

presbyters and deacons) are not employees of the Church. For simplicity,

however, when dealing with National insurance Contributions and pension

contributions, the terms 'employer' and 'employee' are used as they would be

in an employing body.

On the other hand, lay employees are contractually employees and have the

option of Joining a pensions scheme which the circuit has arranged with TPT

Retirement Solutions (previously known as The Pensions Trust). This is a
defined benefit scheme and the Circuit contributes as employer to this

scheme.

The Connexion accounts for both pension schemes and shows the figures in

the annual Methodist Church in Great Britain accounts. The MMPS is in deficit

but a plan for removal of the deficit has been proposed and is being

implemented.

8.5a Cost of Superintendent, Ministers and Trustees.

The Superintendent of the Circuit, the other Ministers and the remaining

members of CLT are considered as key management personnel. The

Superintendent chairs meetings of the CLT and Circuit Meetings. The
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members of the Circuit Meeting are the Trustees of the Circuit. The stipends,
employer's NIC and employer's pension contributions and other expenses of
the Ministers of the Circuit are paid by the Circuit.

The manses are provided by the Circuit and the Circuit maintains the property.
The value of the Council Tax and water charges paid by the Circuit is not
disclosed here as HMRC does not regard this as a benefit in kind in the hands
of the Minister.

Table 12 Cost of Ministerial Staff

Stipends of Ministers

Employer's Pension Fund Contributions
Employer's National Insurance Contdbutlons

Totals

Total 2021
E E

158,552 149,315
41,630 39,479
14,917 13,456

215,149 202,250

It Is generally Circuit policy to reimburse non Minsterlal members of the CLT,
Circuit Meeting and others involved in Administration of the Circuit for
expenditure properly incurred in carrying out their duties. The Ministers carry
out the pdimary executive roles within the Circuit. Apart from the Ministers and
Lay staff, no member of the CLT or Circuit Meeting was in receipt of any
payment for work undertaken on behalf of the Circuit.

No Trustee has received any expenses in relation to their work as a Trustee.

8.5b Employed Trustees

The following Trustees are also employees of the Circuit;

Mrs Caroline Green, employed as the Circuit Administrator and member of the
CLT.
Miss Susan Laws, employed as the Circuit Family Worker and member of the
CLT,

Mr Jordan Lambert, employed as the Circuit Youth and Schools Worker.

Members of the CLT are considered key management personnel and the total
remuneration cost of the 2 CLT members named above was f34,581.
(2020/21 F39,194)

Note 9 Property Expenses

During the year the Circuit was Managing Trustee for 6 manses, all of which
were occupied by Ministers stationed in the Circuit.

For manses which are occupied by Ministers or are vacant, the Circuit is
responsible for the payment of council tax, water charges and buildings
insurance.
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Duding the year the Circuit was also Managing Trustee for a Burial Ground and

the following chapels; Rowland Memorial, Winshill, Blackfordby, Prince

Memorial, Stubwood and Church Broughton for either all or part of the year. As

Managing Trustee the Circuit is responsible for all the costs relating to these

buildings.

The Circuit also rents a property known as Unit 6.

The following table outlines the expenditure on property.

Table 13Properly Expenses

Menses

Elwyn Close

Ashby Road
Heathlands Orlve

Tennyson Avenue

Wyedale

tlncote Way

Councg

Tax
l

1,797
2,373
2rtog

1,900
1,422

1,454

ills.

f
602
652
488
611
678
655

Malnt. Water Energy

f f 6
677 245

622 216
2,640 538
5,465 419

258 292

3,111 259

1,860

Other General Restricted

E f E

3,321
3,863
6,074
6,535
2,650
5,479

Total
6
3,321
3,863
6,074
8,395

2,650
5,479

2021
f
27150

18,075

5,138
2,913
2,825
2 691

11,354 9,686 12,773 1,969 0 0 27,922 1,860 29,782 34 092

Other Property Expenses

Unit 6
Hanbury Burlal Ground

Councg

Tax Irss

E E

566 328

Mafnt. Water Energy Other General Restrl«ted

E 6 5 E f E

481 299 1,137 12,900 15,711
475 0 475

Total

f
15,711

475

2021
6

24,483
610

566 328 956 299 1 137 22 rreo 16,186 0 16,186 15,093

Investment Properties

Chapels

Church Broughton

Rowland Memorial

Blackrordby

Pdnce Memorial Hsnon

Stubwood

Winshfl

Coo nag

Tax Ins. Malnt. Water
f 8 f f

613
1,422

145
340 1,046
513 266 109
429 64

Energy

5

1,331
1,812

76
410
734
286

Other General Restricted

3 f f

834 2,778
366 3,600
600 821

1,796
1,622

600 1,379

Total
f

2,778
3,600

821
1,796
1,622
1 379

2021
f

1,994
3,043

0
0
0
0

0 3462 1312 173 4649 2 0 11996 0 1 996 037

Property Totals 11,920 7 476 15,041 27tet 5,786 15 00 S6,104 1 860 57 964 54 222

Note 10 District Assessment and Levy

The District Assessment is calculated relative to the number of Churches,

Presbyterial and Mission staff of all the Circuits in the Nottingham and Derby

District.

The levy is calculated on a sliding scale percentage of the Circuit's CMTF

account balance as the 31M August the previous accounting year.
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Table 14 District Assessment and Levy

District Assessment

Methodist Church Fund

Levy on CMTF

General

f
11,836
68,584

CIVITF Designated Restricted
f f f

42,639

Total
f

11,836
68,584
42,639

2021
f

11,086
63&394

43,725
80,420 42,639 123,059 118205

Note 11 Office and Administration Costs

Table 15 Office and Administration Costs

Telephone and Internet

Computing

Stationery

Postage
Circuit Insurances

Independent Examination of Accounts
TMCP Admln/Investment Management Fee
Photocopier

Ledger

Bank Charges

Other

Totals 11,434 1,953 0 0

CMTF Other
General Unrest. Designated Designated

E E E E
1,722

323
4

19
478

5,000
11 1,953

3,345
180
104
248

2021
E

1,590
310
883
356
478

1,048

1,524
4,498

0
0

234
6 13,393 10,921

Restricted Total
E. E

1,722
323

4
19

478
5,000

6 1,970
3,345

180
104
248

Note 12 Other Outgoings

Items included in 'Other Outgoings' and individually costing more than f100
are listed in the following table (Table 16), Items costing less than f100 are
considered less material and shown combined under 'Other'.

Table 16 Other Outgoings

Preaching fees and travel

Other

Bible Month Booklets

Apprenticeship Levy

Hatton Manse

Blackfordby Legal

Webslte

Internal Organlsations

Roots Subscription for Churches

Totals

General

6
1,103
2,443

1,030

173

736
5 485

CMTF DeslgnatedRestrlcted
E E F.

Total

1,103
2,443

0
1,030

0
0

173
4,812

736

2021
E

0
158
150

1,014
sl}5
486
242

2,841
793

4,812

0 0 4812 10297 6069
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Note 13 Investment Management

During the year the Circuit paid TMCP, the custodians of the Circuit's

investments, management charges based on 0.2% of the value of the

individual funds at the beginning of the year.

Note 14 Reclassifi cation of Funds

No restricted funds have been reclassified during the year. Some funds

previously considered as designated have had the designated status removed

and the funds reclassified as unrestricted (see note 21.4)

Note 15 Circuit Menses, Investment Properties 8, Equipment

During the year property managed by the Circuit comprised of 6 manses,

Church Broughton and Rowland Memorial Chapels which had both closed to

worship in a prior year. The following chapels also closed to worship during the

year and their management transferred to the Circuit; Rowland Memorial,

Winshill, Blackfordby, Prince Memorial, Stubwood and Church Broughton.

The Chapel at Church Broughton was sold in August 2022. See table 18a on

the following page.

No equipment has been capitalised.
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Table 18a Sale of Church Broughton Chapel

Church Broughton Sale

Income

Sale Price 140,000

Cost ofSales;

Auction Costs

Survey Fees
Legal Fees

-1,920
-360

-3,507 -5,787

Balance Sheet Value Brought Forward -52,200

Paid to TMCP -29,685

Profit on Sale (line 21on SOFA) 5?,328

Cash Retained by Circuit

Sale Proceeds received by TMCP 134,214

Retained by TMCP 29,685

Retained by Circuit 104,528

134,214
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Table 18b Property Valuation

Properties

Balance Brought Forward;

Addi tiers ln the Year;

Wlnshgl Church

stubwood Church

Prince Memorial Church

Blackfordby Church

Investment

Property
6

352,200

160,000
110,000
225,000
290,000

Land Buildings gnulpment

F. 6
290,900 1,176,600 0

Total
6

1,919,700

160,000
110,000
225,000
290,0IIO

Less Olsposals;

Church Bmughton Chapel

Balance Carried Forward

-52,200

~1075,000

-52,200

290 900 1,176,600 0 2$42400

As property is transferred to Investment property it is revalued.

The following table provides a schedule of manses and investment property

held by the circuit.

Properties
Menses at;

Tennyson Avenue

Lincote Drive

Wye Dale

Stretto n

Heathlands Dr.

Ashby Road

Chapels;

Rowland Memorial

Wlnshill Chapel

Stubwood Chapel

Prince Memorial Church

Blackfordbuy Chapel

Table 19 Schedule of Property

Investment

Property Land

6
50,400
42,500
45,000
35,000
78,000
40,000

300,000
160,000
110,000
225,000
280,000

Buildings Equipment

E 6
189,600
172,000
180,000

205,000
210,000
220,000

Total
6

240,000
214,500
225,000
240,000
28$,000
260,000

300,000
160,000
110,000
225,000
280,000

rrrssss 290,900 1,176,600 0 2,542,500

Note 16 Investment Assets (and TfrffCP)

The funds that support the circuit Model Trust Fund and the Circuit's other

funds (as listed below) are held by TMCP in Trustees Interest and lor

Managed Equity Funds on which interest and dividends are credited to the

accounts each month. These are regarded as medium and long-term

investments.
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TMCP is the legal owner and Custodian Trustee of all Methodist Model Trust
property, including Legacies, Endowments and Accumulated Funds. Trust
property is held for and on behalf of local Managing Trustees who are
responsible for the day to day management of trust property. TMCP ensure
that, through providing guidance and acting under their direction, the Managing
Trustees comply with charity law and Methodist law and policy as determined
by the Methodist Conference.

Table 20 Schedu/e of Investments

CFB Managed Mixed Fund 2C100
Trustees Interest Fund 2C110

CMTF

Trust

6842

General

f
20,873

576,605

Dove Valley

Burial Ground

Trust

15473
Restricted

f

2,002

Various

Bequests
Trust
16439

General

f

3,922

Grand

Total

f
20,873

582,529

2021

f
22,272

668,831
597,478 2,002 3,922 603,402 691,103

Note 17 Debtors and Prepaymenls

All sums due as debtors as at 1 September 2021 were received during the
following year. All sums paid in advance at 1 September 2021 were for
activities that have been held during 2021/22. Similarly, it is expected that
payments in advance at 1 September 2022 will be expended in 2022/23.

Table 2'I Debtors and Prepaymenls

General CMTF Designated Restricted Total
f f f f

2021
f

prepoymenrs

Stipends, Pension & Nl

Circuit Website
Various Building Insurances

Apprtenticeship Levy Recharge
Unit 6 Rent
Other

Debtors

Hire of Rovrland Memorial

Gift Aid

18,687
314

2,249
68

1,075
164

30
420

18,687
314

2,249
68

1,075
164

30
420

17,802
24
44
66

1,075
0
0
0

500
23 007 0 0 0 23 007 19,511

Note 18Loans

The Circuit has one loan outstanding. This was made to Ticknalt Church forf5,000. The terms of the loan are zero interest and was initially for 12 months.
However, the impact of the pandemic has made repayment impossible in that
time period. The Circuit will review the loan annually.
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Note f9 Central Finance Board and Bank Balances

Monetary balances held at the Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church

and at the HSBC bank pic are all available on demand without loss of interest.

The split of these balances is shown below.

Table 22 CFB and Bank Balances

Central Finance Board

General Restricted
f

100,132 8,719

Total 2021
f f

108,851 92,273

HSBC Bank

Cash in Hand

11,991 2,906

12,183
14,897 43,619
12,183 10,800

Sub-totol 11,991 15,089 27,080 54,419

Totals 112r123 23,808 135,931 146,692

Note 20 Creditors, Accruals and Income In Advance.

it is expected that all sums accrued at 31 August 2022 will be paid during the

year to 31 August 2023.

Table 23 Creditors, Accruals and Income in Advance

General

6
CMTF Designated Restricted

f E E

Total
E

2021
E

Income Received In Advance

Hunt's Charity For I Hacon Salary

Creditors

For External Organisations

Audit of Accounts

Lay Staff Expenses

Presbyteral & Lay Expenses

Property Valuations

Other
Totals

5,000

2,707

1,200
138

9 045 0 0
95
95

0 25,000

0
5,000

0
2,707
1,200

233

14
1000

6
948

0
0

9,140 26,968
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Note 21 Unrestricted Funds

Note 21.1 General Fund

Table 24 General Fund Balance

31 August 31August
2022 2021
f f

Balance 2,672,507 1,920,948
The purpose of this fund is for use at the discretion of the trustees in the
furtherance of the general objectives of the Circuit and which have not been
designated for other
purposes. About 95% of this fund is held as freehold property, being manses
for Ministers and investment property.

Note 21.2 Circuit Model Trust Fund (Not Designaled)

Table 25 CMTF Balance (Not Designated)

Balance

31 August 31August
2022 2021
f

602,478 602,959

The purpose of the fund Is for use at the discretion of the trustees in the
furtherance of the general objectives of the Circuit.

Although this is technically an Unrestricted Fund under the control of the
Circuit Meeting, prior approval is still required from the District to utilise these
funds. Methodist Standing orders 930, 931 and 917(2) are applicable.

Note 21.3 Circuit Model Trust Fund (Designated)

Designated funds are to serve specific purposes but are not restricted by any
document or deed to that purpose alone.

Table 26 CMTF Balance (Designated)

Balance

31 August 31August
2022 2021
f f

0 87,229
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Note 21.4 Other Designated Funds

Table 27 Other Designated Funds

Balance

31August 31August

2022 2021
6

0 22,644

As all funds previously held as designated have now been included in

operational budgets, Trustees have agreed to transfer any remaining

designated funds to general funds.

Note 21.6 Restricted Funds

Restricted funds exist to support specific expenditure. The circuit has no

endowment funds.

Table 28 Restricted Funds

31August 31August

2022 2021
6

Balance 27,786 28,718

This balance is income received to fund future expenditure on items shown in

the following table.
Table 29 Restricted Funds

Fund

Ultoxeler Schools Worker 6,314

Each of the fallowing Restricted funds are used for the purpose described;

To congmm lo jolngy hud ihe Sdwofs Worker at Utloxeler wgh gw

objecgve of hinging ths good news ofJesus into schools willin Ihe Ugoxeter Pyre mfd of schools.

BenevolsntFml

Hsnbury Bnial Gmund

hiemal Crgalll satlons

World Claech Grani

Slee BoxAppeal

2,002 To fund maintenance of Ihe Burial Grawxl at Hanbwy.

14 159 Funds held by a vadstyoforgsdsstlons wilhlnlndividual Churches.

2,155 To fund 50%of Ihe costs of ihe Presbyter provided lo minister to Ihe Fljlsn comrmmliy if Ihe UK

2 906 To provide funds for the emmet shoe box appeal.

100 Primarilyhsld forge nasfof poverty and distress In the congregegons ant neighbourhood of the C

2021 —2022 Page i 38



ESSD Methodist Circuit Trustees' Annual Report gr Accounts

Note 22 Summary of Fund Movements

Table 30 Fund Movements

Fund

General

Designated

CMTF Unrestricted

Designated
Totols unrcstncted
Family Worker

Uttoxeter Schools Worker
Hanbury Burial Ground

Education & Youth

Benevolent

Connexional

Internal Organlsations
World Church

Shoe Boxes
Hunt's Charity

Stock

Totals Restricted

Balance at
31August 2021

F.

1,920,948
22,644

602,959
87,229

Income Expenditure Transfers

E

1,017,537
0

3,243
0

E E

-382,999 117,021
0 -22,644

-44,592 -10,061
0 -87,229

Gains/ Balance at
Losses 31 August 2022

E E

2,672,507
0

50 929 602 478
0

0
6,373
2,002

0
190

0
12,090

2,154
2,906

0
2,071

0 3,020 -3,020
5,874 18,945 -21,360 2,914
2,000 9 -6 -1

339 0 -339
690 0 -500

0 835 -835
10,788 6,023 -5,110 389

2,5S3 20,000 -20,399
4,011 0 -1,105

3 25,000 -25,003
2,460 0 0 -389

28 718 73 832 -77 677 2,913 0 27 786

2,633,780 1,020,780 -427 591 -2,913 50,929 3,274,985

Totals of AB Funds 2 662,498 1,094,612 -505 268 0 50,929 3,302,771

Note 23 Analysis of Net Assets Between Funds

Fund balances at 31 August are represented as shown in the following table.

Table 31 Analysis of Net Assets

Tangible Fixed Assets
Fixed Asset Investments

Investments

Current Assets

Current Liabilities

Totals

General

f
1,467,500
1,075,000

3,922
135,130

-9,045
2,672,507

CMTF Restricted

f
20,873 0

Total
f

1,4$8,373
1,075,000

582,529
166,009

-9,140

2021
f

1,467,500
352,200

22 272
847,494
-26,96$

2,002
25,$79

-95

576,605
5,000

0
602,478 27,786 3,302,771 2,662,498
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Note 24 Related Parties

Table 32 Payments to Related Parties

Name of related party Party Payments
6

District Assessment
Methodist Church Fund

Methodist Church Fund for Support of
Presbyters 5 Deacons

Methodist Church Fund for Property

District Advance Fund

Total

Connexion

Connexion

Connexion

Connexion

Connexion

11,836
68,584

380
455

42,639
123,894

Note 25 Capital Commitments and Contingent liabilities

There were no contingent liabilities at the year end.

Note 26 Going Concern

The Circuit considers itself to be a going concern. This is based on the levels

of income (mainly share payments from Churches) promised for the financial

year 2022/23, Although the pandemic has impacted on the income of

Churches within the Circuit (and this is expected to continue into the next

financial year) the Circuit is confident it has sufficient reserves to meet any

shortfall in income. To date, the Circuit has not received any formal requests

for financial support from any of its Churches.

Note 2T Audit ofAccounts

An accrual has been made for the Auditor and this is shown in Table 23 under

Note 20.
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Name of Circuit East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire

No 22/16

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2022
have been prepared from the records of the Circuit and that they include all
funds under the control of the Circuit meeting.

Signature of treasurer

Date 1/8(a e~&

Name and address of treasurer Andrew Wooding

35 Church Road

Roll eston on Dove

Burton on Trent

DE13 9BG

Presentation to the Circuit meeting

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August
2022 were/pres%~ presented to the Circuit meeting held on: 9~Jo3j~oP-3

Signature of the Chair of the meeting:

Name of the Chair of the meehng: ..4%9.)P....6....8%H.r.".X....
Date ..!./8y. H. .2-%.....
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Independent Auditors' Report to the Members of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire

Methodist Circuit

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of East Staffordshire and South Derbyshire Methodist

Circuit (the 'charity') for the year ended 31August 2022 which comprise the statement of financial

activities, the balance sheet, the statement of cash flows and the related notes, including a summary

of significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their

preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Financial

Reporting Standard 102 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of

Ireland' (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In our opinion the financial statements:

~ give a true and fair view of the state of the charity's affairs as at 31August 2022 and of its

incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and expenditure for

the year then ended;
~ have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted

Accounting Practice; and
~ have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and

applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors'

responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent

of the charity in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the

financial statements in the United Kingdom, including the Financial Reporting Council's Ethical

Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these

requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to

provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Trustees' use of the going concern

basis of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not Identified any material uncertainties relating

to events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charity's

ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial

statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees with respect to going concern are

described in the relevant sections of this report.
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Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the annual report other than the
financial statements and our auditors' report thereon. The Trustees are responsible for the other
information contained within the annual report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not
cover the other information and, except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we
do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read the other
Information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with
the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or otherwise appears
to be materially misstated. If we Identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in
the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that
there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities (Accounts and
Reports) Regulations 2008 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

~ the information given in the Trustees' report is inconsistent in any material respect with
the financial statements; or

~ sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or
~ the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or
~ we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

Responsibilities of trustees

As explained more fully in the trustees' responsibilities statement, the Trustees (who are also the
directors of the charity for the purposes of charity law) are responsible for the preparation of the
financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal
control as the Trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements
that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the charity's ability
to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using
the going concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the charity or
to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditors' responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

We have been appointed as auditor under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in
accordance with the Act and relevant regulations made or having effect thereunder.

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditors'
report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material
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misstatement when It exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered

material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the

economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non compliance with laws and regulations. We design

procedures in line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in

respect of irregularities, including fraud. The extent to which our procedures are capable of

detecting irregularities, including fraud is detailed below:

Our approach to identifying and assessing the risks of material misstatement in respect of

irregularities, including fraud and non-compliance with laws and regulations, was as follows:

~ the senior statutory auditor ensured that the engagement team collectively had the

appropriate competence, capabilities and skills to identify or recognise non-compliance with

applicable laws and regulations;

~ we identified the laws and regulations applicable to the charity through discussions with

directors and other management, and from our commercial knowledge and experience of

the charity sector;
~ we focused on specific laws and regulations which we considered may have a direct material

effect on the financial statements or the operations of the charity, including the financial

reporting legislation, Charities Act 2011, taxation legislation, anti-bribery, employment, and

environmental and health and safety legislation;

~ we assessed the extent of compliance with the laws and regulations identified above through

making enquiries of management and inspecting legal correspondence; and

~ identified laws and regulations were communicated within the audit team regularly and the

team remained alert to instances of non-compliance throughout the audit.

We assessed the susceptibility of the charity's financial statements to material misstatement,

including obtaining an understanding of how fraud might occur, by:

~ making enquiries of management as to where they considered there was susceptibility to

fraud, their knowledge of actual, suspected and alleged fraud; and

~ considering the internal controls in place to mitigate risks of fraud and non-compliance with

laws and regulations.

To address the risk of fraud through management bias and override of controls, we:

~ performed analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships;

~ tested Journal entries to identify unusual transactions;

~ assessed whether judgements and assumptions made in determining the accounting

estimates were indicative of potential bias; and

~ investigated the rationale behind significant or unusual transactions.

In response to the risk of irregularities and non-compliance with laws and regulations, we designed

procedures which included, but were not limited to;
~ agreeing financial statement disclosures to underlying supporting documentation;

~ reading the minutes of meetings of those charged with governance;

~ enquiring of management as to actual and potential litigation and claims; and

~ reviewing correspondence with HMRC, relevant regulators and the charity's legal advisors
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Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all irregularities,

including those leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance
with regulation. This risk increases the more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed
from the events and transactions reflected in the financial statements, as we will be less likely to
become aware of instances of non-compliance. The risk is also greater regarding irregularities
occurring due to fraud rather than error, as fraud involves intentional concealment, forgery,
collusion, omission or misrepresentation.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on
the Financial Reporting Council's website at: www. frc.org. uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This

description forms part of our auditors' report.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charity's trustees, as a body, in accordance with Part 4 of the
Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we

might state to the charity's trustees those matters we are required to state to them in an auditors'

report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume
responsibility to anyone other than the charity and its members, as a body, for our audit work, for
this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Dains Audit Limited

Statutory Auditor

Chartered Accountants

Birmingham

Date:
l pe

Dains Audit Limited are eligible to act as auditors in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act

2006.
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