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Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 
Day 
01 

Month 
01 

Year 
2021 

Day 
31 

Month 
12 

Year 
2021 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name Al-Zohra Education Trust 
 

Other names charity is known by  
 

Registered charity number (if any) 1133160  
 

Charity's principal address 
 

LYTCHETT HOUSE, 13 FREELAND PARK 

WAREHAM ROAD 

POOLE, DORSET 

Postcode BH16 6FA 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 
Mrs Shahnaz 
Akhtar 

Chair person & 
Acting Treasurer  

  

2 
Miss Tabindah 
Akhtar 

   

3 Mrs Zaida Parveen    

4 
Mrs Shahnaz 
Sadiq 

   

5     

6     

7     

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 
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Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

Accountant  Tim O’Brien CA The Green, Datchet Berkshire, SL3 9AS 

Bank (2021) RBS PO Box 5479, 1 Spinningfields Square, Manchester, M61 
0NH 

Bank (2022) Virgin Money Jubilee House, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 4PL 

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 
 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document 
(eg. trust deed, constitution) 

Trust Deed 

How the charity is constituted 
(eg. trust, association, company) 

Trust 

Trustee selection methods 
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

Appointed by existing trustees 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

 policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

 the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

 relationship with any related 
parties; 

 trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

Induction & Training of Trustees 
 
Prior to appointment, potential trustees are required to demonstrate a 
strong commitment to the Trust’s work, for example through regular 
involvement in our work.  
 
Following appointment, all trustees are required to participate in an 
induction workshop to familiarise themselves with our Trust Deed.  This 
workshop is led by the existing trustees.   
 
Each trustee has specific responsibilities according to their individual 
skills, however we all work closely together to share knowledge and 
experience where required. 
 
Risks 
 
The trustees are satisfied that systems are in place to manage the 
identified risks.   
 
As part of the Trust’s work involves working in close proximity to children 
(at the Slough supplementary school), the following measures have been 
implemented to ensure their protection: 
 

- Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks of all trustees and 
staff; 

- Child Protection Policy with which all staff are required to be 
familiar;  

- Training of key staff members in basic first aid and food hygiene. 
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Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

The objects of the charity are set out in our Trust Deed as follows: 
 

- To relieve poverty and sickness of persons suffering in the UK 
and overseas. 

- To advance the education of persons in the UK. 
- To relieve persons in need from the Muslim community in the UK, 

particularly by advice and support services. 
- To promote and advance the religion of Islam. 

  

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

The Trust carries out a range of activities in pursuit of our charitable 
objects as outlined above.  Our activities assist beneficiaries within our 
areas of operation in addition to the wider community, in compliance with 
the requirements of section 4 of the Charities Act 2006 i.e. to have due 
regard to public benefit. 
 
In 2021, the ongoing restrictions associated with Covid-19 continued to 
have a significant impact on charitable activities, most notably fundraising 
events and delivery of our regular projects.  However, we continued to 
hold weekly Islamic Studies classes via Zoom. 
  
Supplementary School (Slough) 
 
The Trust first offered Islamic Studies classes in 2004 at hired facilities 
within the Slough area.  Since 2013, the Chair Person has provided the 
Trust with the use of a premises free of charge until such time that the 
Trust is able to raise sufficient funds to purchase its own building.   
 
From March 2020, due to Covid-19, all classes at the premises were 
temporarily suspended.   In July, when it became apparent that lockdown 
may be a longer term situation, the Trust moved classes to Zoom where 
possible.  The following classes continued into 2021: 
 
 Weekly Tafsir (interpretation of the Holy Qur’an) classes, free of 

charge, attended by approximately ten women. 
 Islamic Studies classes for children aged 7-13 years.  Approximately 

six students attended three times per week on Zoom. Three students 
from the previous year graduated in their studies. 

 
Unfortunately, the special events that would normally take place 
throughout the year to coincide with significant religious events in the 
Islamic calendar did not take place in 2021 due to lockdown restrictions. 

Use of premises 

 Whilst the Chair Person continued to allow the Trust to use the 
premises free of charge, due to lockdown restrictions, all activities at 
the premises were suspended.  As the premises had not been in use 
for more than 12 months and classes were likely to continue via 
Zoom in the longer term, the premises was put on sale. 

Events 
 
This year, our regular annual events, including fundraisers and the 5 / 
10k sponsored walk, were cancelled due to Covid-19 with a significant 
impact on fundraising. 
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Charitable Projects (UK) 
 
Each year, the Trust donates Christmas hampers to the homeless Look 
Ahead hostels in Slough and Maidenhead.  In 2021, we donated 26no. 
hampers containing brand new blankets, clothes and food to the Slough 
Lookahead Hostel residents. 
 
Charitable Projects (Overseas) 

The Trust funds a number of long term poverty relief initiatives in 
Pakistan in partnership with local registered NGOs. The following 
activities were undertaken: 

 Zakat distribution (a form of specific charitable giving, regulated 
in accordance with the Qur’an).  In previous years, we have 
invested in micro-finance initiatives, including start up funds and 
interest free loans for small businesses in partnership with the 
Saylani Welfare Trust International (registration no. 1145851).  In 
2013, we awarded 50 families with auto rickshaws worth around 
£1200 each on an interest free loan basis.  Recipients were required 
to make a small initial deposit followed by 24 monthly interest free 
payments. A number of recipients have now repaid their loans and 
own the rickshaws outright. In 2014, we froze additional investment in 
the microfinance initiatives to focus on new projects, however 
ongoing repayments have continued to sustain the auto rickshaw 
scheme.  

 
 Qurbani (sacrifice of livestock during Eid ul-Adha and 

distribution of meat to the poor).  This year, we received donations 
for over ninety one livestock which were distributed to beneficiaries in 
Africa through our charity partner, the Al-Khair Foundation (UK 
registration no. 1126808).  This was a slight increase on the previous 
year, a particular challenge given the lack of availability of our 
volunteer team due to lockdown restrictions. 

 
Advice & Support Services 
 
 The Trust is a place where local women frequently drop in for a 

friendly chat and personal advice.  Until lockdown, the Trust 
continued to provide confidential advice to women on family matters. 
 

 
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

 policy on grantmaking; 

 policy  programme related 
investment;  

 contribution made by  
volunteers.  

Policy on Grantmaking 
 
We regularly receive donations from the public for the following: 
 
 Charitable projects in the UK 
 Poverty relief work overseas 
 Zakat  
 Sadaqah 
 Qurbani 
 
Our policy on grantmaking is based on utilising donations as effectively 
and transparently as possible.  Until lockdown, each year we were 
holding an annual event to which donors are invited to view progress with 
our projects in Pakistan. 
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Overseas, we only work alongside established and registered 
organisations that are locally based, which in previous years have 
included Islamic Relief, Save the Children and the Saylani Welfare Trust 
International.  Until 2018, the Chair Person would make a self-funded trip 
to Pakistan annually to oversee the Ramadan project and the Orphan 
Sponsorship Programme.   
 
In the UK, prior to awarding a grant, at least two trustees visit the 
applicant to verify information provided on the application and confirm 
alignment with the Trust’s objectives. 
 
Contribution by Volunteers 
 
Since the charity’s establishment in 2004, a core team of volunteers 
regularly donate all of their time free of charge, often in the evenings and 
at weekends.  Our volunteers also contribute to their own expenses and 
to those of the Trust, providing free supplies for the day to day running of 
the charity. 
 
We have an expenses policy in order to reimburse volunteers for 
reasonable expenses incurred on the charity’s behalf.  The expenses are 
covered using funds raised from the sale of homemade food, fairtrade 
goods and school fees.  This allow 100% of donations to go towards 
projects whilst ensuring that financial constraints do not prevent 
volunteers from participating in our work. 
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Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

The main achievements of the charity during 2021 are summarised 
below: 
 
 Over fifteen students attended weekly classes held on Zoom with 

three students graduating in their studies. 
 
 Ongoing partnership with UK based registered charity Al-Khair 

Foundation to distribute Qurbani meat to low income families.  More 
than ninety one livestock distributed in Africa, a slight increase on the 
previous year. 

 
 Donated 26no. Christmas hampers to Slough Lookahead Homeless 

hostel. 
 

 Pakistan based micro-finance project providing auto rickshaws on an 
interest free loan basis continued to self-fund itself.   
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Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

Whilst the Trust does not have a formal policy on reserves, one of our 
main forms of fundraising is the collection of Sadaqah (the Islamic 
principle of voluntary donations to charity).  This ensures that sufficient 
reserve funds are always available for unplanned projects such as 
emergency disaster relief work. 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

N/A. 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to  include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

 the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

 how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

 investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

Principal Sources of Funds 
 
The charity’s main source of funding is through donations from the public.  
Our sources of regular income are donations, Zakat, Sadaqah and 
Qurbani (refer to section C for further details).  Funds for specific projects 
are raised through activities and events (refer to section C for further 
details) and, if necessary, supplemented by the aforementioned sources 
of income.   
 
Expenditure 
 
The Trust has a policy to assess all potential projects against the charity 
objectives prior to approval.  The trustees will only approve funds for a 
project that meet one or more of these objectives, thus ensuring that 
expenditure is directly aligned with the aims of the Trust. 
 
 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 

 
 

Full name(s) TABINDAH AKHTAR 

Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

TRUSTEE  

Date 
30/10/22 

 

 


























