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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 

 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 

The regular activities of the Church continued until March 2020 when COVID 19 lockdown prevented us meeting in 
person. 

During the early part of lockdown our minister prepared morning services which were made available on You Tube. In 
August 2020 we moved these services to the Zoom platform so that more people could participate and the services 
could be held live. In September and October 2020 we were again able to resume live services with limited numbers 
socially distanced and wearing masks in the church sanctuary and with many others continuing to join in by Zoom. 
Some also joined to listen on the telephone. Total numbers worshipping in this way were generally about 90 to 100 
people.  

During the second lockdown in November and throughout December 2020 attendance in the sanctuary was halted 
again and services were held exclusively on Zoom. 

The following activities were also held on Zoom during the lockdown period.       

• Club Sunday and Sparkz (Sunday activities for children and young people). 

• Men at TBC – meeting by Zoom made it possible to have speakers who would not have been able to attend 
live meetings due to distance. 

• “Girls Together” - a monthly meeting for ladies on a Monday evening. 

• Messy Church, a monthly event for children and their parents and carers, providing opportunities for worship 
and creativity.  

• Home Groups 

• Knit & Natter 

• A monthly prayer meeting and prayer cells.  

Being a church means that meeting together with one another for worship and prayer and the study of God’s Word is 
important to us, as is the mandate to reach others with the good news of Jesus Christ. Pastoral care is also an important 
part of our life together, providing support for those facing particular problems and difficulties. With a considerable 
number of elderly people in our congregation, this is an important area of work. Our Home Groups are at the core of 
this work and several members are involved in home and hospital visits. These activities were limited by Covid but 
many contacts with those in need continued by phone calls and Zoom meetings.  

Involvement of children and young people is also an important part of our activities and we run children and youth 
clubs and other events for children and young people from the locality. These are aimed at introducing people to the 
Christian faith in the context of fun and a variety of activities.  



EXTERNAL ACTIVITES 

These were limited due to COVID but to the extent possible with other churches we have continued to support, and 
have members involved in:- 

Taunton Street Pastors which supports people on the streets of Taunton at weekends through the evenings into the 
early morning, helping to make the town safer;  

The Hospital Chaplaincy;  

Open Door which provides practical support for rough sleepers in Taunton;   

A Town Centre Chaplaincy project whereby volunteer chaplains are allocated to participating stores, offices and other 
places of employment and other locations such as a homeless hostel to be available to provide a listening ear or 
encouragement, etc. to staff and others; 

The Taunton Foodbank which provides emergency food for local people in crisis; 

Charis which has successfully provided accommodation and support to Syrian refugee families and advice to others 
working with refugee families; 

Taunton Area Debt Advice 

MINISTRY AND FAMILIES WORK 

Revd Richard Matcham who had commenced his ministry on 28 September 2019 continued to serve as our minister 
through 2020 adapting his ministry to be mainly online during the year.    

Our Families Worker, Lauren Jewhurst, also kept in contact with families by use of Zoom meetings and limited activities 
when possible.     

Harvey Gollins continued as a trainee children’s worker until August 2020, when he went to Moorlands College for 
further study. 

During the early part of 2020 we discussed proposals for employing an outreach worker to work amongst those aged 
14 to 30, an age range which is significantly under-represented within our church. These proposals were accepted by 
the Church meeting in September 2020 and we are presently seeking to make an appointment.        

LEADERSHIP 

Our annual church meeting could not be held In March 2020 but took place in September 2020 with some members 
present and others attending by Zoom. We held the elections for deacons and officers electronically and elected Janet 
Blake and David Fletcher as new deacons.   

CHURCH WEEKEND  

Our church weekend away was held in Paignton (31st January – 2nd February) and was attended by just over 100 people.         

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome 3 new members in January 2020. 6 members died during the year. None of these was caused by Covid 
19. Numbers attending and contributing to the life of the church fellowship were disrupted by Covid 19.      

Membership Statistics: 

Membership as at 31st December 2019:  146 
New members added  + 3 
Less number of deaths in 2020:  - 6 
Less resignations/removals - 6 
Membership as at 31st December 2020:  137 

  




















