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2020 did not quite work out as we had planned! 
The Year of Pilgrimage was not the pilgrimage we had hoped for; it was certainly a journey - 
of learning, new technology,  new terminology, new ways of being church, new ways of 
connecting. Most of us walked more, enjoyed our local area more, shopped online a lot more 
and watched more box sets!  
 
We lost a number of dear people along the way and we commend them to God's 
safekeeping.  
 
We as a parish became The Rectorial Benefice of Llantrisant on 1st March 2020 joining up 
with the parishes of Llantwit Fardre, Pontyclun  and Llanharan - 9 churches in all. 
We welcomed, albeit remotely, Vincent and family to Llantrisant in May and said goodbye to 
our Assistant Curate Steve Brett at the end of June, not long after that we welcomed Rose 
and her family to Pontyclun.  Not the finish of an old job or the start of new job that we would 
have liked for them. 
 
Many have tried to keep in touch with their family and friends and church family through 
something we hadn't heard of before - 'Zoom'. It has been both a challenge and a blessing, 
'we can see you but we can't hear you' was our cry! 
 
Worship on social media has also been a learning curve, we have learnt a huge amount 
about what works and what doesn't. We have touched many who had no connection to 
church before the lockdown and long may that continue. We are very grateful to so many 
people for the online services that have been produced, songs from Llantrisant Worship 
Group, KidzDen@10 children’s service, Worship sing-a-long, Live@5 and many more 
traditional services that were adapted for social media. 
 
There are many services, events and meetings that we’ve missed, among them are Mother’s 
Union, Dementia Support Group, House groups, Click and Chatter, Christmas tree festival, 
Women of the Well, Partners in Prayer although we’ve carried on praying for each other and 
for many people in our families and in our communities. 
 
Thankfully, the vaccines are being rolled out now; many of our older members have had both 
doses and are feeling more confident to get out and about, the younger ones patiently 
waiting their turn. God definitely does move in mysterious ways and no more so than in this 
last year, sometimes it feels like a mystery how we coped. Many thanks to everyone for 
working so hard and getting us through it. 
 
We look forward with confidence to the year ahead in our Ministry Area, we know God has a 
great work for us to do in our churches and in our community and our prayer is that we can 
work together to build up His Kingdom in this place. 
 
'And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose' 
Romans 8:28 ESV  
 
Shirley Evans 
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 REPORT FOR ANNUAL EASTER VESTRY 2021 
 

Mothers’ Union is a global Christian membership charity that has been providing a support 
network for families since 1876. 
 
Working through our 4 million strong membership we campaign for policies which strengthen 
family life. 
Our focus on ending gender based violence is promoted not only through our advocacy, but 
through working sensitively with communities for increased gender equality. 
Our focus on improving the lives of children is through practical outreach in the provision of 
parenting groups. 
Our members work with families who are going through times of stress and hardship, 
bringing practical support. 
 
 
Reading over the M.U. report for last year’s Easter Vestry meeting  made me realise the 
extent this pandemic has had on our M.U.lives. It has certainly stopped us meeting and 
enjoying the best of M.U. where we chat, have tea, listen to a speaker and catch up on news 
both M.U. and our own. 
It may have stopped us meeting together but it has not stopped us being together as a group 
in thought and care and that has been most important. 
 
So, what have Llantrisant M.U. members done over this last year? 
 
Members have knitted beanie hats for covid patients in the Royal Glamorgan Hospital. This 
was after a request from the hospital saying the air conditioning  was keeping temperatures 
low and patients heads were cold. It was a small way we could help. 
 
Members knitted red hearts for the Prince Charles Merthyr Hospital who wanted to give 
these to patients and families who could not see each other, who could not be together at 
this upsetting time. It was a link for them both. 
Other red hearts were used at Mountain Ash Hospital for cancer patients who also had to 
undergo treatment alone. These hearts were asked for by the hospitals who wanted ways to 
keep families in touch. 
Members also knitted squares for the mothers and babies of the baby unit in the Heath 
Hospital. 
 
So, much knitting went on during lockdown, but it meant M.U. members were keeping in 
touch with each other and helping communities. 
 
Our Castle House support project  in Treforest was not able to go ahead as usual because 
the residents there were not able to gather as a group to eat together during lockdown. 
However we were able to send them a voucher at Christmas and Easter asking them to buy 
small gifts for each other so they knew we were thinking of them. 
 
The support we, and all Llandaff branches give the caravan in Porthcawl has been severely 
curtailed this year as we have not been able to have coffee mornings or other fund raising 
activities. The caravan itself was not used last year because of covid issues but this year we 
are able to use it again, albeit on a reduced capacity and happily once more disadvantaged 
families can again have the opportunity to spend time together in a relaxed setting. 
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Mothers’ Union have had a wealth of resources on line and members with internet access 
and knowledge have been able to access services for Quiet Days, Deanery Festivals and all 
the traditional celebrations  throughout the year. 
Our M.U.chaplain Sandra Birdsall has written devotions twice a week throughout the year 
and members able to access them via e mail have all appreciated their words of reflection, 
understanding  and encouragement. 
 
 
As a branch we were aware that not all out members had access to the internet and so we 
kept in touch by telephone calls. 
We also delivered the In Touch magazine to members so they could have the Diocese news 
and also meet a member (at a distance!) at their front door. 
 
At Christmas we delivered to each members home a Christmas card and slice of Christmas 
cake and suggested a time and date when we could all sit in our own homes and reflect 
together and perhaps read through the M.U. prayer. 
 
We also did this at Easter and again took an Easter card and gift of eggs with a time and 
date when we could all sit at home and remember each other. 
We felt this was a way we could again be together if not in body then spirit.  
 
Throughout the year, as in every year, there is the daily Wave of Prayer and our list of 
members to pray for. 
 
 
This has been a challenging year for all our members. I hope we will be able to meet again 
in person soon and continue  our fellowship together  and support the work of the Mother’s 
Union. 
 
 
J.Bolton ( Llantrisant branch Secretary) 
 
 
  
Worship Group Annual Report 2021 
 
What a year of changes!  A little over a year ago, we sat by a lakeside eating afternoon tea 
together at one of our socials.  We discussed that afternoon, our thoughts on the past year 
and we discussed where we felt God might be leading us to next.  In our last report I wrote 
that we felt that God was calling us to serve our local community in a different way.  At that 
time we were unsure of how that may look but we felt compelled to look for ways in which we 
could serve the wider community. 
 
This last year has seen us as a group face challenges in ways we had before not imagined 
possible. This pandemic has enabled us to be creative in how we serve our Lord and the 
church.  Back in March 2020, as we went into lockdown and all contact services were 
suspended, I had a conversation with Steve Brett and I asked: “how can we as a Worship 
team support you at this time?”.     Steve had begun a live at 5pm on  Facebook that he was 
delivering every day.  He asked that we would do two of the live at 5’s on Facebook a week.  
We initially started doing these as a team, taking it in turn to cover a Monday and Saturday.  
In the weeks and months that followed,  other church members began to offer their support 
for the live at 5’s.  In September, the frequency changed to one live at 5 a week on a 
Saturday and these have been maintained throughout the past year with only a handful of 
times in which there was no live at 5 uploaded.  
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Over the past year we have faced the new challenge of learning how to record songs 
enabling us to play together virtually.  Each of us creating our own individual recording to a 
click track which were then all placed together.   At present we have a total of 13 recorded 
songs available to be used in online church services.  The very first song was put together 
by a friend of Rhiannon’s using a free app her mobile phone.  Charlotte Darlington and her 
partner Ian Williams of Highlight Photography have put together 6 of the songs for us whilst 
they were experiencing a quieter period in work.  Steve Davis has produced the latest seven 
songs for us.  
 
As well as the song recordings, we have also planned and put together two lay led services 
this year with the help of other church members.   The first was the crib service which was 
posted to Facebook on Christmas Eve in the afternoon, and the latest was a Sunday 
morning lay led service on the 21st March.  It seems that these were well received by the 
church and wider community, and the children enjoyed taking part in them.   During the few 
in-person services we have had in Llantrisant church, we have enjoyed being able to 
worship together and the familiarity of our role as a worship group in leading worship, albeit 
very strange playing together in masks and unable to sing. We appreciate the support we 
have been given by Vincent throughout his time in the church in an unprecedented year. 
 
I want to state that we all feel privileged and enjoy serving and helping lead worship in 
Llantrisant Church. We envisage our role in supporting the church and its leadership to be 
just as important in the coming months.  In this time we will continue to serve and support 
the church and its leadership by using our God given gifts and talents and our hearts for 
worship to the glory of God.  We hope and pray God continues to use us to bring people 
closer to Jesus as he is at the centre of our worship.  And more so than ever this year, we 
pray that he uses us to serve and support the community which we are a part of. 
 
Rhiannon Stevens 
Worship Group 
 
 
Beddau House Group. 
 
Well as you can imagine it has been quite a year for the house group which stopped 
physically meeting in early 2020, however, continued to keep in touch through technology 
such as WhatsApp and zoom. 
At the beginning of 2020 we started and did finish the pilgrimage guide for lent provided by 
the Diocese, but then started a new pilgrimage under covid 19 conditions! The group has 
supported each other through prayers, sharing bible verses and many have also joined the 
2ponder group run by Frank and Jean Ball, so plenty to keep us going. 
 
As we emerge from lockdown, we shall monitor the guidance and will aim to meet again 
soon following any guidelines provided by the Government and the Diocese. 
 
Peter Darlington 
 
Men who Breakfast! 
 
 
We have been able to meet a few times this past year when Government guidelines allowed. 
We have enjoyed meeting up at the Coach-yard café supporting Alicia and her team with 
numbers varying from a few to well into the teens on occasions. We did manage to meet up 
in early summer to wish our Curate at the time Steve Brett a fond farewell as he moved with 
his family down West Wales. 
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We have been supported by those from other churches including Bethel and St Paul’s and 
some non- church goers as we treat this as an outreach event in the community. We are 
hoping to invite other men from the other churches in our Benefice as conditions allow in 
2021. 
 
Peter Darlington 
 
 
Men’s Life Group. 
 
Like many groups we have moved onto online contact under Covid 19 conditions and 
instead of meeting we formed a WhatsApp Group. The biggest change though was being 
able to join in with the CVM Cymru online events which became ‘M8s on Monday’ and we 
were able to join up to 30 guys across Wales in fellowship, worship and support. As we 
emerge from Lockdown, we shall see what the vision is for the Benefice and how Men’s 
ministry can be developed into the Community. 
 
Peter Darlington 
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emerge from Lockdown, we shall see what the vision is for the Benefice and how Men’s 
ministry can be developed into the Community. 
 
Peter Darlington 
 
 
 





























 


