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Overview

INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the Trustees' Annual Report of the Amersham Methodist Circuit.

The Circuit is the primary unit in which Local Churches express and experience their
interconnexion as the body ofChrist, for purposes of mission, mutual encouragement, and help.
It is in the Circuit that presbyters, deacons and probationers are stationed and local preachers
are trained and admitted and exercise their calling. The purposes of the Circuit include the
effective deployment of the resources of ministry, which include people, property and finance,
as they relate to the Methodist churches in the Circuit, to churches of other denominations and
to participation in the life of the communities served by the Circuit, including local schools and
colleges, and in ecumenical work in the area.

The Amersham Methodist Circuit lies within the Chilterns, Buckinghamshire, in an area of
outstanding natural beauty and encompasses several medium-sized, towns and rural villages. It
forms the southernmost part of the Northampton District and extends north-westerly &om
Gerrards Cross to Prestwood and Lee Common.

The Circuit has approximately 300 members and comprises 9 churches; one being a Local
Ecumenical Partnership (LEP) with the United Reformed Church (URC). The circuit staff
consists of two full-time presbyters who are supported by an administrator, one supernumerary
minister and the circuit stewards. The Circuit funds the provision ofthe two presbyters, supplies
and maintains their accommodation, (manses) and covers their legitimate expenses. The Circuit
arranges professional Quinquennial Inspections of the circuit churches and circuit properties.
Each of the circuit churches has a pastoral support system led by pastoral leaders. There are
active Churches Together groups throughout the area and ecumenical relationships are good.

The Circuit Meeting (CM) of the Amersham Methodist Circuit is the principal meeting
responsible for the affairs of the Circuit and the development of circuit policy. The CM, with
the Superintendent Minister and with the guidance of the Circuit Leadership Team (CIT)
exercises that combination of spiritual leadership and administrative efficiency which will
enable the Circuit to fulfil its purposes as set out in Standing Orders. The CM acts as the focal
point ofthe working fellowship ofthe churches in the Circuit, overseeing their pastoral, training
and evangelistic work. The CM meets quarterly.

CIRCUIT MISSION STATEMENT
The circuit's policy on mission and ministry is to support all its churches in their efforts to reach
out with the Gospel message in their local communities. The circuit recognises and encourages
the diversity of approaches to mission and worship among its churches and seeks to make
resources available to enable them to carry out their ministries. In part'cuiar, we try to enattte
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ordinary people to live out their faith in our Circuit through: worship and prayer; learning about and
developing knowledge of and trust in Jesus; and via mission and outreach work.

When planning our activities for the year, the Superintendent and CM considered the Commission's
guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the specific guidance on charities for the advancement
of religion.

REVIEW OF THE YEAR
The trustees are committed to reaching out to as many people as possible in the Circuit's
geographical area through regular worship at the member churches which provide pastoral care
and community activities as part of their outreach. The Circuit produces a quarterly preaching plan
to ensure that regular acts of worship take place at each of the nine churches. Worship is open to
all people without charge.

The Circuit was pleased to welcome Rev E Adam Wells as the new Superintendent Minister in
September 2019. This was followed by the appointment of Mrs Lucinda Gigg as Circuit
Administrator in January 2020.

In March 2020 the Circuit complied with the Government's instruction in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic. The Circuit closed all its Churches for in person worship. Mrs Gigg agreed to work from
home. Most activity in the Churches was no longer possible. Worship was provided by the provision
of written services, YouTube worship on the Amersham Methodist Circuit YouTube channel and
DVDs, CDs and memory sticks containing the worship in video or audio format.

Mr George Kulasingham, a chartered accountant ceased to have oversight of the Circuit accounts and
preparations were made for the day to day running of the account to move from Tax Assist
accountants to being undertaken in the Circuit by Mrs Lucinda Gigg.

Meetings and social events in the life of the Circuit began to take place over Zoom. During the
summer months, the churches were able to re-open for worship. Many of the Churches opted to
worship less frequently. All of the churches created risk assessments and action plans in line with
Government requirements.

Funds were raised for the World Mission Fund of the Methodist Church in Britain and Ireland.
Collections were also made for Methodist Homes for the Aged, Christian Aid and Action for
Children. A new Circuit project was agreed to support PACE and should run Irom 2021 to 2023.

INCOME TRENDS
Circuit income is drawn primarily from the assessment paid by the circuit churches. The Covid-19
pandemic has led to a reduction in income for the churches, especially for those where lettings
provided a substantial part of the income. The manse located at 41 Codmore Crescent continues to
be let and is providing some income. The sharing agreement between the United Reformed Church
and the circuit with respect to 22, The Lagger, Chalfont St Peter has been terminated and the sale of
the 2' Methodist share of the property has been completed.

EXPENDITURE TRENDS
The single largest expenses are those relating church ministers, such as stipends, pensions
contributions, expenses and the provision of manses. Stipend expenditure has increased each financial
year in line with conference approved increases. The cost of the Circuit Administrator was budgeted
for in the budget for 2019-20.

The other expenditure includes costs in respect of the maintenance work on the manses and the
payment of church quinquennial inspections.
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PLANS FOR 2020/21
The Circuit has found plans for the year 2020-21difficult due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The
church stewards are meeting together regularly so that the Circuit can adapt to changing
situations with the necessary speed.

Finance and Governance

BASIS OF PREPARATION AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK
The Charity's annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2020 have been prepared
in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended
Practice 2015 as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard (FRSSE) 2015.

The members of the Amersham Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity Trustees,
membership being made up of circuit office holders, ministers and representatives
appointed by the local churches. Full membership is shown as Appendix A to this report.

The Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes (TMCP) are the Custodian Trustee of Circuit
Properties.

CIRCUIT MINISTERS AND OFFICERS

ACTIVE CIRCUIT MINISTERS:

The Rev'd E Adam Wells
The Rev'd Nigel Wright

CIRCUIT STEWARDS

Gill McAllister
Pam Sitford

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER

Mr Martin Hunt,

Amersham Accountancy
3a Station Road, Amersham, Bucks HP7 OBQ

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

TaxAssist Accountants
117High Street, Chesham HP5 IDE

BANKING AND INVESTMENTS

HSBC
92, Sycamore Road, Amersham, HP6 5EW

Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church,
9 Bonhill Street, London EC2A 4PE

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
Central Buildings, Oldham Street, Manchester Ml IJQ

SOLICITORS

Lennons

Chess Chambers, 2 Broadway Court, Chesham HP5 IEG
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Captsticks Solicitors LLP,
1 St George's Road, London, SW19 4DR

AIMS AND ORGANISATION
Charity objective is to act as a Resource provider within the area around Amersham for the Methodist
Church:

The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of Union
the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist
Church;

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit. local or other
organisation of The Methodist Church;

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary
to The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

e) The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the
church and non-members alike.

I) The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.
g) The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.
h) Taking religious assemblies in local schools.
i) Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.
j) Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

PUBLIC BENEFIT
We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE and MANAGEMENT
The governing document for the circuit is the Deed ofUnion (1932)and Methodist Church Act (1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the circuit is undertaken by the the Superintendent Minister, the Circuit
Leadership Team along with the Local Preachers' meeting, and the Circuit Stewards' Meeting.

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the
circuit, specifically the leaflet, 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church', is given to all new
Circuit meeting members as induction to their role as trustees.

RELATED PARTIES
The Circuit is part of the Northampton District and is also accountable to the Methodist Conference.

RISK MANAGEMENT
The Amersham Methodist Circuit:
~ discuss and regularly review by the Circuit Staff/Stewards and Circuit Meeting.
~ takes professional advice as and when required.
~ follows procedures and guidelines issued by the Methodist Church to mitigate risks.
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~ adopts and implements the Methodist Church's robust safeguarding policies and
procedures in the Circuit and the local churches.

There continues to be a steady decline in membership which reflects the increasingly elderly
profile of the majority of the local congregations.

SAFEGUARDING
Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of humankind in
God's own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of
us in Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of
God and therefore to protect them from harm.

Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the following principles.
~ the care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and

adults
~ the safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are

vulnerable
~ the establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where

there is informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.
~ We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line

with Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and
registration with the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

~ We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child
or young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in
any investigation.

~ We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an
appropriate ministry of informed pastoral care.

~ We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.
~ We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the

proper authorities, to any member ofour church community known to have offended against
a child, young person or vulnerable adult.

~ In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice.

The Amersham Circuit commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional
Safeguarding Policy, government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuit and in
the churches.

The Amersham Circuit commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay
and ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and
responsibilities in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be
vulnerable.

RESERVES POLICY

The Reserves Policy for the Circuit is to hold a minimum sum equivalent to six months' average
expenditure. In addition, the Circuit will hold sums relating to specific budgeted expenditure, such
as: planned repairs and renewals; relocation expenses of ministers; and outreach projects. This
should be sufficient to meet any unforeseen item of major expenditure on manses and/or to be able
to continue, in the short term, funding of planned activities in the event of any inability to raise the
full Circuit Assessment from churches.
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Circuit
Accruals Accounts

2019-2020

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS

ACCRUALS BASIS
for the year ended 31 August 2020

AMERSHAM METHODIST

Registered Chartty - Registration number

CIRCUIT

1132364

Northsrnpton District Circuit No 23 I 28

Ministers Revd Adam Wells Su intendant

Revd Ni Wn ht

Circuit Stewards Mrs Gfil McAlltster

Mrs Pam Sitford

Circuit Treasurer Mrs Lu Gi
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Statement of Financiai Activities (SOFA) for the year ended 33 .August 2020
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Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2020

AMERSHAM METHODST CIRCUIT

General Fund
(Unrestr44d)

Circuit Model
Trust Fund

(Unrestricted j

Other Funds
(Restrkted)

Endowment
Funds

Totals this
year

Totals 4st
year

Tan ibis Fhced Assets*

Menses etc

Investment ro rties

Investment Funds Hekl

Total fixed assets
Current Asseb

Debtors and Pr a ts
Central Finance Board and Trustees
for Method et Church Purposes

9/ts etc

Cash at Bank and n hand

Total cunent assets
Creditors and Accruals (due In

under 1

Net current assets lisbgl(4s

2 140 690 "

2 140 690

125 446

125 446

3, 188

122 258

154 485

154 485

154 485

2 140690

2 140690

279 931

279 931

3 188

276 743

2 141 041

2 141 041

302 766

302 765

1 400

Total assets less cu/rent
(4bilNes

Loans and creditors due after 1
sar

2 262 948 154 485 0 2 417 433 2 442 407

Prone/ons for bpb/a/es and cha es

Funds of the Circuit

Netesseta 2 262 948 154 485 0 0 2.417 433 2 442 407

General Fund Unrestr/ded
Circuit Model Trust Fund
Unrestncted

Other Funds Restncted

Endowment Funds

2 262,948

154 485

2,262.948

154,485

2 283,523

158.884

Data/3 - sce page 6
Total Funds 2,262 948 154 485 0 2417 433 2 442 407

Summary of the Internal Organisations reporhng to the C/rcu/I Meehng Note that the funds of an Internal Organeabon would normally be
Restr'eted funds unless 4 could be dearly shown that they could be used for any Methodet purpose.

Internal Or anisat/ons
Openmg
balance

Race/pts Net Race/ptp/
Pa nts

Adjustments Closhg
balances

Total

Total Recei ts Total Pa ents
ccnunue on a separate sheet /I~and bung Ihe Icta/3 forward Transfer Tolau cr Receipts and payments to the soFA
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Notes to the Accounts
AMERSHAM METHODIST CIRCUIT

1 Basis of accounting
These accounts reve been prepared on the basis of histonc cost (except that Investments sre shown at market vake) in accordance vnth

Statement of Recommended Practce (SORP 2005) and the Charfitss Act 2006 The format of the SOFA balance sheet takes advantage of the
small chanty concessions set out in the SORP

2 Funds
The funds held constxute General Funds held for any purpose of the Circuit which are Unrestricted The Cvctxt Model Trust Fund hes vade
purposes defined in Starving Orders and e categorissd as unrestncted Restncted funds which are held for a narrower purpose snd
Endowment funds which represent grfis, the capxat normally bextg unavailable for spending, and the income from whch e ertfxu Restrcted or
Unrestricted. Details of each materel fund are disdosed in the final note to these accounts Any Ands may be represented by more than just
cash

3 Accounting pogcies
Incoming Resources

These are induded in the Statement of Financial Actwlws (SOFA) when the Circuit becomes enktlsd to the resources, the trustees are vvtuaily
certain they wil receive the resources, and the monetary value can be measured with suffident rekabillty.

Resources Expended
Expenditure is recogrised when a lebility e incurred, or a constructne obligation anses that results in ths payment being unavodable

Liability recognwon
Liabrlsies are recognaed as soon as there rs a legal or constructive obkgauon committing the cacus to pay out resources Future income must
not be anticipated (SORP 2005).

Tangible fixed assets for use by the Circuit
Tangkile fixed assets are capitaksed rf they can be used for more than ona year, and cost at least f1000 They are valued at cost or a
reasonable vakte on recept. Where cost rs not available, the Circuit Meeting may provide a reasonable estimate of cost or of the bufidrngs'
current vake to the crcuit An estimate based on insurance vske should take account of the fact that cover we be based on demoktion and
reinstatrig the client building and not the orctnal cost less accumulated depreciaton A professenal valuation s not required, but f available,
that

fig

te a used Provision is made for depreciatxtn where appropnate

Investment Pro per5ee
Investment properues - properfies not used for the purposes of the charity (and never used for that purpose) The property should be valued at
market value, but insured vakte may be used

Investments
Investments are vaked n the balarce sheet at market value at the year end. Investment income is rnduded in the accounts when receivable
and any gens or losses on revsluabcn at the year end are shown in the SOFA

Debtors and Prepsyments
Show amounts owing to the Circuit or prepayments made

Creditors

Show amounts owing to the Circuit and any amounts accrued es due in the folkwring year
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Loans
If the circuit hss barrawed any money, please give ths efonnabon in the~seuke. Loans made to circuits may be ccnridentlsl snd msy be free of
interest It is not necessary to breech canrdentralcy in reccrdeg sources use the word 'Indivxlusls' If sppropnele.

Endowment Funds
Where the Cirant holds money Shah cannot be spent but must be retuned (ss cental) lo generals an Income the money or assets to be retained are
known ss an Endowment Fund. The capital should be Included h the ppopnale column In the Baltece Sheet. The sicome generated may be stricted or
unrestncted depenisng upon the tenne of SIS endawmerx

Net cunent assets (liabilities)
Deduct Credrtors from Total current assets

Total assels less net cunsnt lisbigttes
Deduct rwl cunent asses glabtibes) from the total of fixed and current assets

Nsl assets touls must agree wnh Total Funds hekl

4 Payment to Trustees

RSCtxu pe@limo Irlad8 ta Iitistees fix Bddkkeal SuvICBS povided ta the CIICuit by Bgr'8!inwit with 918 CIICUS
Meebng, e.g a trustee is also a plumber who camas cut work in that capauty. Do not eduds inlstsrs' stxxem
here, they are reported on line 11 af the SOFA Further delsas can be included e a separate note to the accounts rf
desired. (More deleted guoance 8 on the Methodist website)

Th4 yssr cast yssr

This wtl not edude stipentu

Ntsnber of trustees wte were pakf expenses

Nature of the expenses

Travel expenses of rmnislers, ay workers end volunteers on croon business, reimbursement af aural pockel expenses for manse maelenance.

Total amount ped

6 Fees for examination or audit of the accounts
Independent examiner'8 or auddora' fees for re parting on the accounts

Other fees (eg: advice, accountancy senncee) paxf to the ed~ exameer or auditor

Nil

6,577

Nil

6 Paid employees
Staff Costs paid durbtg the year warn'
Gross wages, salaries ard benefits e kind

Emplayers National uwlxsiics costs

Pension coals

To'tBI staff costs

81 885

5 256

13.502

80,m2

52,299

4616

13,002

69.91S

Average number of fua.ume equivalent ampkrysse iu the year
3.0

7 Capital Commitments and Condngent LlablINas

If the Ciraua has any commibnents or tsbdibes these should be dudosed

contingent liabebss amounted to 'aaf 0
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Tangible Fixed Assets
Cost or valuation

AMERSHANI METHODIST CIRCUIT

Balance brought forward

Add Sans

Menses etc
6

2,140,000

Otter axed
obese including

motor vehicles

6

14,854

Pe pnents on
nccouot end
~eeele Uncklr

c cfetf u ebon

f
Total

6

Revaluatens (+/-)

Deposals (-)

Transfwc * (+/-)

2, 140,000 14,654 2, 154,654

Batds SL or RB

Rate

SL cr RB SLor RB SLor RB

3, 4 or 10 yrs

Sl or RB

Balance brought forward

charge for year (-)

Reuatustiorn (+/-)

Disposals (-)

Transfers' (+/-)

Balwlce cafned fctwtxd

13,813

13,964

13,613

351

13,964

Net book value

Brought forward 2.140.000

2.140,000

1,041 2, 141,041

2,140,890

the nfnntfem iou n Ior mmemcntf bnween feed suet cetegcnm

Indoele the melhnd cl dspwsbm by debbng Ihe method not eppweble IBL ftrepm lne RB reduong bnefce) Alto indcele the MM d depmoecn for elmoht hne,
deorec/eon i ~ bmed on the oncguded Ife d the ewl lfl teem), for reludng bennce ~ pemmlepn ennuel dedudxn ie made ecch ymf

Income from
Market value at ~for
year BAd year

6 6
I vestment properties

Analysts ofI~
Inveetrrwnts lated on e recogneed Stock Exchange or hekl in commcn 'mvestment funds, open ended investment
cmnpanms. urut trusts or other cogective investment echemee

Securlheg not listed on a recogneed Stock Exchange

Cash hskl ag part of the Mvestment pcxtfobo

Other investments - Investment Funds Htdd

Ctalnge ill~values

CaflylAg (IrlafkBt) vakw Bt bsgxlnlng of yfxx

Add: addtxxts to invegtmsnts at cost

Less: dtspoeals Bt canylng value

Acket(deduct): nel gen/(loss) on revaluabon (The should agrees vnlh Lee 28 m the SOFA)

Carrying (market) value at end of year
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Abd RDHAR HETHDDtbf CdtCUIT

Amount buddhi
folds ld

Totrdl

31108120-"2 31AHI202a
Due 4b rttw 5 roars

Hol« tho Iwo snub 2 und 2 must apso

Bltwwnlsnt Funda

Dua mlh 12 meehan 30042020

I I 1

31Ctu2023

0

How the capes l ls Heeded Ttw alersnl ua4a el tlw repeal

Remrwted Funds

Transfers Cmshb Bahno

Tha reasons tor the trererem between we e es
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DECLARATIONS

Treasurer
I confirm that I have prepared the accounts from the records of the Circuit and that they include
all funds under the control of the Circuit

Signature of Treasurer Date 09/02/2021

Name Mrs Lu Gigg

Address c/o Little Chalfont Methodist Church, Chalfont Avenue,
Little Chalfont, Bucks HP6 6RD

Presentation to the 'Circuit Meeting for approval.
I thtth A t ~P l&t th c itM tug ~ic

and were approved.

Signature of the Chair of the
meeting

Name of the Chair of the meeting Revd am Wells

Independent ExamlneVs Report to the Trustees of the

AMERSHAM METHODIST CIRCUIT

This Report is on the Circuit Accounts for the year ended 31"August 2020

Respectfve responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The chanty's trustees
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Chanties Act 2011 (the
Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:
~ Examine the accounts under Section 145 of the Charities Act

~ to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission (under Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act), and

~ to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.
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Basis of Independent Examiner's Report

My examination was cerned out in accordance with general Directions given by the Chanty

Commission An examination includes a rewew of the accounting records kept by the chanty

and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records It also includes

consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations

from the trustees concerning any such matters The procedures undertaken do not provide all

the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to

whether the accounts present a 'true and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters

set out in the statement below

Independent Examiner's Statement

In connection with my examination no matter has come to my attention

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any matenal respect the

requirements

. to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Chanties

Act
~ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply

with the accounting requirements of the Chanties Act have not been met,

(2) to which, in my opinton, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper

understanding of the accounts to be reached

Nar c
n1. fs, It~nsi

Srgnatur-

Releua r profess una q a'rf cat "n cr cary

Address 3A Sr nr ro~ Roc co
unm Qsu, c-tad fd P 7 0 tr( C(

Oa.ie

RMOIAccruats Accounts/ 20 f 5 page 9 of 9


