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A very busy year has seen major changes within the church building taking place with  
progress having  been made for further changes in the coming year. With the installation 
of fast fibre broadband in the area it has now been possible to install wi-fi and internet 
capability in the church. This has enabled us to install a ‘smartTV’ which  allows us to 
download and stream suitable material for services. With the introduction of a ‘café 
church’ service on the fourth Sunday of each month we now have a range of different 
styles of worship which hopefully will widen the appeal to the those who find the regular 
worship style too challenging. We also applied for a faculty to remove a number of rows 
of pews at the rear of the church to make a larger communal area for serving tea and 
coffee and have purchased new tables and chairs for this area.   This is proving very 
popular for our social events  and has made the food bank area much more user 
friendly. 

The major project to install a new accessible toilet and a permanent refreshment 
servery, which had been put on hold during the covid pandemic and the interregnum, 
was resumed and final plans prepared and sent out for tender. On receipt of these 
careful consideration was given to the various responses and finally Lodge and Sons 
were chosen as our preferred contractor with a final quote in the region of £100.000.0 
inclusive of VAT. A faculty was then applied for and this was finally granted in December 
2024. The building work will commence early in 2025 and it is hoped that completion 
will be by the middle of the year. Although the church is able to fund the cost of the 
project this will have a major effect on the balance sheet of the church but we are 
applying for grants to help with the cost of the project.  

 

During 2024 The finances of the church have shown an improvement with a surplus of 
income over expenditure of £20,344.00. A percentage of the surplus has bnen through 
fundraising specifically for the servery project  but hall bookings and the decrease in the  
diocesan levy as we no longer have a stipendiary incumbent have helped to ensure that 
our income has been in excess of our expenditure/ This despite the ongoing increases in 
the prices of gas and electricity during the year and continued expenditure on the organ 
restoration and general maintenance of both the church and hall buildings. However, if 
the planned project goes ahead, we will need to  raise additional funds in the coming 
months and years to finance this, but we are committed to maintaining and, if possible, 
increasing our charitable support and giving. Support for the food bank has increased 
over the past 12 months,  both financially and with increased manpower and storage 
space as the need for this service has grown. Charitable donations have also been 



made to The Children’s Society, and the Bishop’s charity and to various appeals 
following natural and man made disasters. 

There will undoubtedly be more challenges in the year to come but we are committed to 
continuing to be an asset to our parish, the local community and our city.  

 

 


























