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Objectives and Activities
Barton and Brigg Methodist Circuit (Circuit) merged with a portion of the Wolds and Trent 
Methodist Circuit on 1st September 2023 to become the Barton, Brigg and Wolds Circuit.  It exists to 
advance the mission of the Methodist Church throughout the Circuit by providing support for the 
sixteen churches in line with the Connexional priorities.  The Circuit comprises of 16 local Methodist 
churches served by a ministerial team of 2 ordained ministers plus a number of part time active 
retired ministers, administrator and volunteers.

The  Circuit  is  led  by  a  Superintendent  Minister  assisted  by  a  Second  Minister,  Supernumerary
Ministers and a part time administrator.

The Circuit Meeting, which met 4 times during the year, sets the policy for the Circuit, serving as a 
link between the Lincolnshire Methodist District, the Methodist Conference and the Connexional 
team on the one hand and the local churches on the other.  It has oversight of all Circuit affairs, 
formulating and promoting policies, through its various officers and committees to assist the mission
of the Church, to give inspiration to the leaders in the churches and to ensure the interrelation of all 
aspects of the Church’s life throughout the Circuit.  The members of the Circuit meeting are the 
trustees of the charity registered with the Charity Commission.  As a registered charity, the Circuit 
takes seriously its responsibilities to the Charity Commissioners and adheres to their guidance 
concerning public benefit in relation to charitable objectives.

The day to day work of the Circuit is carried out by the Circuit Leadership Team, which consists of 
the Superintendent Minister, the second Minister and three Supernumerary Presbyters, seven 
volunteer Circuit Stewards and the Circuit Safeguarding Officer, with the additional assistance of a 
Circuit Bookkeeper, a Circuit Administrator and Circuit Minute Secretary. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
The Barton, Brigg and Wolds Methodist Circuit follows ‘Our Calling’ priorities for mission.  The Circuit
and Circuit Leadership Team aimed to support each church in their community and encourage them to
be a vibrant place of worship, service, learning and fellowship, and take risks for the gospel outreach.
With  the  encouragement  of  two  God  For  All  Enablers,  Rachel  and  Jonathan  Oatridge,  whom  are
contracted by the circuit for two years from September 2022 to August 2024, we have encouraged
churches to discover the needs of their communities and prayerfully consider how God calls them to
respond, both inside and outside the church building, working ecumenically wherever possible. 

We encouraged churches to
 explore new forms of worship
 work with  children and young people  in  schools,  messy  church,  school  assemblies,  creative

crafts
 to be a ‘presence’ at community events and mark major events in the nation and locally with

invitational acts of worship
 support  and  raise  awareness  of  the  world  church  through  justice  and  peace  –  support  for

mission e.g.  All  We Can,  Christian Aid,  Action for  Children,  Methodist  Homes for  the Aged,
Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society, Food Banks, and the Homelessness Project.



We did this by
 Jonathan and Rachel  meeting regularly  with each church group to encourage and challenge

thinking outside the box
 strengthening and supporting our Local Preachers and Worship Leaders
 finding resources that are accessible and interesting for congregations
 encouraging Mission Audits, and Healthy Church Audits
 enabling congregations to have a rich prayer life and spirituality, with ’Space to Be’ - Be Still,

Be Silent, Be Creative; Bible Study; Local Preacher groups and monthly Circuit Prayer groups
 providing  opportunities  for  discipleship  including  abundant  hospitality  and  generous  giving;

costly  service  and  radical  grace:  e.g.  OIKOS-BRIGG:  a  Charitable  Incorporated  Organisation;
through Foodbanks in Brigg. Barton and Caistor; and a Homelessness Project in Barton.

We do none of this in our own strength; we rely upon the grace of God, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
and the example of Christ who is with each one of us in this pilgrimage of faith.

Achievements and Performance
We advertised and safer recruited a Lay Pastoral worker for 25 hours per week to focus on pastoral
visiting and officiating at funerals.  Dr. Richard Atkinson took up the role in October 2023 and has
been  of  considerable  help  to  the  Ministerial  team  since  his  appointment.   Allowing  them  to
concentrate on their ministries within the circuit.

Grants were obtained to employ a Youth Worker to work with: Young People, Schools and Families. 
Following her Safer recruitment Miss Grace Smith began this role in March 2024.  Her report to the 
June Circuit meeting was very encouraging as she highlighted some of the work that has already 
been achieved, and plans for future work: Report on Young People, Schools and Family Work, Grace 
Smith’s first report to the meeting. So far, she has worked with Barton’s Messy Church, something 
she hopes to do again in the future, held some outdoor activities at Oikos-Brigg over the Easter 
holidays, held a Cheeky Panda Club during Thy Kingdom Come fortnight, a May half-term Holiday 
Club and has just started a Brigg Youth Club for 11 to 15 year olds and another club for 16 to 18 year 
olds, all in Brigg. She has distributed leaflets at the Vale Academy in Brigg and goes into Sir John 
Nelthorpe School in Brigg twice a week to work with a young enterprise group. She will be helping 
Broughton school with their Prayer Spaces and hopes to help at Kirton Lindsey with their Holiday 
Club and also at Market Rasen’s.  She will also be working with Year 6 pupils at New Holland School.

We now have a role outline for all roles in the churches and circuit with safer recruitment a priority. 
Safeguarding oversight for the Circuit safeguarding officers is now in place

Staffing from September 2024
Following stationing we were in the position of not having a Superintendent Minister although a 
second Minister was stationed for September 2024.  The Chair of District agreed to cover the 
Superintendency, however, after prayerful consideration, Rev Robert Roberts, the appointed second 
Minister, took on the role of Superintendent Minister from September 2024.

Plans for the Future
To put together a stationing profile for a second Minister for September 2025.

To assist the Superintendent Minister, the Lay Pastoral Workers hours to be increased to 35 hours 
per week for one year.



We are also continuing to review the following:

 Property - overseeing schemes
 Property - helping churches review their buildings
 Finance - a team to help chapels do their accounts
 Finance - a team who can look over cash-flow/trends/budgets etc
 What other admin areas could we streamline?
 Is there newsletter/website we could streamline? Co-ordinating Connexional or local news?
 GDPR
 Digital church
 Work with young people
 Work with Third Age groups
 Eco-church matters

All of the above, we will continue to discuss and develop through 2024-25.

Financial review
The Circuit is in a good financial position. The accounts show a total income of £274,315, with the 
following principal sources:-

 Assessment on Churches in Circuit                                                    £174,953
 Grants (youth work)                                                                             £ 64,056
 Other income was derived from the letting of the manses not occupied by presbyters 

together with bank and Central Finance Board interest payments

The Circuit had a corresponding expenditure of £259,599 with the following principal sources:-
 Stipends, salaries, NIC, pension and travel                                              £115,474
 Manse costs                                                                                                £40,620
 Administrative costs                                                                                    £52,417
 District Assessment                                                                                    £44,724                               

The Circuit had nett receipts of £14,716 for the 2023/24 financial year. 

The total cash funds held as at 31st August 2024 was £83,511 and the total investments was 
£303,738.

The Circuit has a Reserves Policy which prioritises mission for the use of these financial reserves. It 
also has also set up a loan scheme which, though repayable, is available for any church experiencing 
unforeseen expenditure that cannot be covered by its own reserves.






















